The Communicator
April 2019

PASTOR’S NOTES
In my devotional time, I’ve been reading and pondering the apostle Paul’s 1st Letter to the Corinthian Church. In it, Paul delivers a clear call for the church to seek oneness of spirit, even in the
midst of social, economic, ethnic and ideological diversity. The Church in Corinth, comprised of
women and men, young and old, married and single, rich and poor, slave and free, Jew and Gentile,
could be likened to a melting pot. Paul urged that the Spirit of Jesus Christ alone serve as the light
and heat which would meld a diverse group of Christians into a singularity of ultimate cause and
mission, “united in the same mind and the same purpose.” (1:10b)
Yet as we continue in this Lenten season of preparation and self-examination, awaiting again
the renewal of life which Jesus Christ’s resurrection points to and promises, we remain a church
divided. Presbyterianism is characterized by its diversity; its melting pot quality, with women and
men, young and old, married and single, rich and poor, Latino, Asian, African-American, and Caucasian, conservative and liberal. This is all good. Presbyterianism, however, along with Lutheranism, Methodism, Pentacostalism, Catholicism, and all the other ism’s, is also characterized by a
frequent inability to pull on the rope in the same direction. For many, there seems a burning desire
to be on the perceived correct side of any given theological, ideological, political or social issue. This
is a sure prescription for ecclesial polarization; the very thing Paul feared the most in the Corinthian
Church. Paul was not at all suggesting that the church be a place where “all and anything goes,” but
rather implored that in growing, and indeed struggling, toward God’s will for the church, the love
described in 1st Corinthians 13 be normative [“Love is patient, love is kind….”]. In effect, diversity – and the challenge to live as a community of diversity seeking harmony (not homogeneity)
– would be informed, directed, and yes, overwhelmed, by Christ-like love; agape love.
Some years ago, former Moderator of the General Assembly Rev. John Buchanan, wrote this
in an article for “Presbyterians Today:” “Wouldn’t it be something if the Presbyterian Church
(USA) could show the world, not what ideological warfare in clerical garb looks like, but what
church looks like; a place where civility, kindness, patience, and forgiveness are normative values,
and where people treat each other with what has been called the “infinite courtesy of Jesus”?
Wouldn’t it be something if we Presbyterians, while discussing difficult and controversial issues,
found a way to respect our differences, and a way to take seriously and literally a love that ‘does
not insist on its own way’? Couldn’t we do that?”
It sure would be something! But before societies, communities, churches can change, the hearts
of men and women must change. Such change of heart could mean a death of old attitudes, biases,
and prejudices, and a resurrection into a new spiritual body; a fresh commitment to take up the
cross of Christ in a radically new way, and bursting open the tomb of intolerance and polarization to
reveal the glorious life out of death reality this season of Lent leads us toward. Is the church willing
to answer such a high and challenging call; even the call Paul issued close to twenty centuries ago?
So may it be that the Spirit of the resurrected Christ leads us from death into life; from darkness
into light; from polarity into “the same mind and the same purpose.”

Report from the March Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on March 21, 2019 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Leslie Picot, Kenn Kanipe, Char Bickel, Ann
Butler, Fred Butler, Scott Vignos, Byron Lash, Carrie Paisley, Dana Vargo, Debbie Feichter, Dale
Smith, and Roger Sibert. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Brenda Wise. Elder
Paisley offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by
Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the February 21, 2019 regular and the March 3, 2019 special meetings
of Session.
* Approved request from Massillon Library to use space in the church the evenings of April 17.
2019 and April 24, 2019.
* Upon his written request, Elder Chris Evans was dismissed from Session, and removed from
the rolls of Central Presbyterian Church.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the February Session
meeting. He reported 6 hospital visitations, 3 nursing home visitations, and 4 home visitations.
He interviewed/counseled 43 Door Ministry clients, attended 4 church committee meetings, led
4 Sunday worship services and 1 special worship service. Several other activities were noted.
Correspondence from a recent worship visitor to Central was read and discussed.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ - 3,694.48 as
of February 28, 2019.
* General discussions regarding recent and coming youth events/activities, WWF outing,
assignment of Elder John Beltz to lead Nominating Committee through June election, kitchen
ceiling repair, One Great Hour of Sharing, golf outing, fellowship hour, Second Helping
luncheon fundraiser, protégé for Treasurer David Rankl, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk


Holy Communion served on April 3, 2019 to 135
communicants.

Respectfully Submitted
by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of February 28, 2019

as of February 28, 2018

YTD Receipts……………………………………. $ 41,994.48………………………………$ 42,816.78
YTD Disbursements…………………………...$ 46,363.87………………………………$ 58,684.09
YTD Deficit………………………………………..$ 4,369.39………………………………$ 15,867.31
Operating Fund Balance………………….....$ - 3,694.48…………………………….. $-12,670.58
Vision 21.1………………………...…………..….$ - 122,659.57
Thank you for your generous giving! Please continue to bless your church as the Lord has
blessed you!

Stewardship
of Attendance

Hospitalized in
March

March 3……………………….156
March 10……………………..146
March 17…..………………...163
March 24……………………..144

Doug Price

Nicole Pfeiffer

Bud Shaffer

Doris Oberlin

Jim Sibert

Lian Sidharta

Average…………..……..152

Madeia Mendenhall (op)

More Baby Blessing News!
We are

pleased to announce the birth of

Brantley John
Pfeiffer.

Pfeiffer to Nicole and Chad

Brantley was delivered on February

26th at a weight of 7 pounds and length of 19
1/4 inches.
Proud paternal grandparents are David and
Linda Pfeiffer, and proud great grandmother,
yet again is,

Jackie

Pfeiffer.

A rose graced

“This is the Lord’s
doing; it is

marvelous
in our eyes.”

the baptismal font in Brantley’s honor during
worship on March 10th

You may send the

happy family a greeting at 3031 Standish Avenue SW, Canton, 44706

Psalm 118:23

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in April
Nancy Busby --------------------------- 1
Susanne Davis ------------------------ 2
Charla Paulus ------------------------ 2
Pierce Drobney ------------------------3
Lincoln Shaw ------------------------- 4
Audrey Baker --------------------------5
Darlene Johanni99ng ----------------5
David Pfeiffer -------------------------5
Debra Shumar -------------------------5
Katelyne Norris -----------------------5
Lindsey Griffiths --------------------- 6
Ruth Ann Bolitho --------------------- 8
Peggy Phillips ----------------------- 10
Amy Wilder --------------------------- 11
Josh Erichsen ------------------------ 13
Velda Snyder ------------------------ 14
Charlie Cooper ----------------------- 18
Julian Davis -------------------------- 18
Cooper Bonk ------------------------ 20
Jill Mendenhall --------------------- 19
Tracy Wilder ------------------------ 20
Amber Barlow ----------------------- 21
Jack Elliott -------------------------- 22
Dennis Printz--------------———--- 22
Becky Anderson --------------------- 23
Joy Cosgrove ------------------------ 24
Don Wassil -------------------------- 25
Cael Ball ------------------------------ 27
Ellen Baker --------------------------- 27
Janet Cseak -------------------------- 27
Peggy Burau ------------------------- 28
Emma Fleischaker ------------------ 28
Mary Wassil ------------------------- 28
Gregory Baker ----------------------- 29
Jackie Pfeiffer ------------------------ 30

Barbara Adams———–———————–-Home
Cheryl Anderson——–——————––—Home
Marie Buckey ——–——————Summit Acres
Bobbie Borton————————————-Home
Joyce Dowd———–—–--Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–———-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—————————Laurels
Barbara Mertes——–——Inn at Belden Village
Doris Oberlin——————————-Chapel Hill
Jackie Pfeiffer————–——–——The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Velda Snyder———————–———–——Home
Jean Rice———————–————The Regency
Joanne Williams———————————Laurels

Card Ministry
Bev Denholm

Fellowship Hour
Hope Rebecca Circle

Liturgists in April
April 7—Rachael Fleischaker
April 14—Charla Paulus
April 21—Mike Cosgrove
April 28—Stew Fryer

Greeters in April
April 7-Nancy Aguon/ Karen Norris
April 14-Betty Fleming/ Bea King
April 21– Stew Fryer
April 28-Rich Long

Cash Crew in April

Anniversaries in April
Frank and Linda Contrael ---------- 4
Tom and Margaret Meek ---------- 14
Brad and Susanne Davis ------------ 29

Dana Vargo—March 24-April 14
Byron Lash —April 21-May 12

Plan to join us for our Holy Week worship opportunities. On Sunday, April 14, Palm/Passion
Sunday, we will be blessed by the music of our
newly formed youth /adult orchestra. To date there are fourteen participants in this emerging brass and woodwind ensemble. Pastor
Larry will preach a message entitled “Inside Out and Outside In”
based on Matthew 21:1-17.
On Maundy Thursday, April 18, we will gather in the
sancturary at 7:00 pm for a solemn service of Holy Communion as we remember Jesus’ last supper before His
passion, arrest and crucifixion. The Chancel Choir will
offer a special anthem.
On Easter Sunday, April 21, we will begin with
a brief Sonrise service at 7:30 am which will start
in the sanctuary and conclude in our garden
space. Special music will be offered by Stephanie
Beltz, Jacquie Ferrel and Roger Sibert. Immediately following will be
a continental breakfast in Bickel Hall. At 10:30 am, we will assemble
again to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will
be joined by a brass quintet which will accompany our anthems and
hymns. Pastor Larry will deliver a sermon “Remembering the
One We Know” based on Acts 10:34-43.

Outreach Highlights

One Great Hour of Sharing
Our Offerings at Work
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is the emergency and refugee program of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). It enables our congregations and mission partners to witness to the healing love of
Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic event.
International Aid:
In the first half of 2017, 20 countries received aid and support after catastrophic events, including
the Super Typhoon Mangkhut in the Philippines, China and surrounding areas; emergency response
following earthquakes and a tsunami in Indonesia; flooding in India; volcanic eruption in Guatemala, violence and famine in South Sudan; and ongoing assistance for refugees and internally displaced persons related to Syria.
National Aid:
Twenty-eight states received help following natural and human-caused disasters, including flooding
in Montana, Ohio, Maryland, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Hawaii and more; tornadoes in Alabama, Virginia and Iowa; wildfires in California, and Colorado; ongoing response to Hurricanes Harvey, Irma
and Maria as well as Super Storm Sandy and Hurricane Matthew; and various public violence incidents.
Fall 2017 Hurricanes:
PDA has established a three-year $10.4 million budget for Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. As
of August 1, 2018, over $2,500,000 in grants have been disbursed; 2,743 PDA volunteers served disaster impacted communities in Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico through PDA —supported host sites;
50 deployments of 132 National Response Team members totaling more than 1,000 days in the
field.

Our Offering at Work
PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM
PHP works to alleviate hunger and eliminate its root causes. As a part of this mission, PHP gave
over125 grants totaling more than $1.1 million, impacting communities across the United States
and 21 other countries in 2017. You, make this work possible through gifts to One Great Hour of
Sharing! Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing and the Presbyterian Hunger Program make a
difference in lives around the world. Together we work to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes,
rooting our work in communities through partner grants, striving to change laws and practices so
communities can flourish, and engaging Presbyterians in this work—locally & globally.























More and Better Food
23 Hunger action advocates served 1,600 congregations in presbyteries around the country,
providing food relief to more than half a million people
126,610 pounds of local, organically-grown food distributed across the U.S
19 granaries and peasant homes built internationally
Nearly 2,000 pounds of native, quality seeds distributed to farmers
380,000 students now have access to healthy, regionally-sourced and fair food—due to partner
work that passed the Good food purchasing policies in Chicago
Solidarity with People
Congregation-Based Community Organizing (CBCO) groups helped to generate $20 million in
Louisville and Knoxville for affordable housing
In Ohio and D.C., nearly 2,000 housing units built for homeless veterans and low-income citizens
52,000 daily riders saved $13 million through reduced fares and free transfers in North Nashville, a historically-Black community
5,316 clergy, wage theft monitors, human rights trainees, organizers, policy advocates, and indigenous leaders attended intensive trainings in the U.S.
27,000 signatures collected for international campaigns
5,600 loans distributed for income generating projects and cooperatives
In Tennessee, 42 housekeepers improved their collective annual wages by $65,700 and four
cleaning workers recover $2,400 in stolen wages.
More Livable Environment
More than 1,000 congregations ordered eco-palms and 834 Presbyterians purchased nearly
$150,000 of fairly traded coffee
Over 200 certified PC(USA) earth care congregations worked holistically to care for God’s creation in their own communities
94,804 trees and seedlings planted around the world
51 water catchment systems, wells and hand pumps for food production and food security
30 toilets built for sanitation, health, and safety
47 open field farms and gardens created by international grant partners
165 acres of land released back to communities

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE
The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People continues to work with low-income communities across the United States to overcome oppression and injustice. In 2018, National SDOP has entered into
partnerships with the projects below (as of 10/2018). Projects focused on advocacy, youth-led initiatives,
skills development, farming, worker rights, immigration/refugee issues and capacity building. Through your
gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, over 5,000 projects in economically poor communities in the United
States and around the world have had an opportunity to develop solutions to their own challenges since
SDOP’s inception.
1
National SDOP Projects:
 Street Vendors Association of Chicago (SVAC), Chicago, IL
 Fideicomiso de la Tierra del Cano Martin Pena, San Juan, Puerto Rico, (a collaborative initiative with
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Presbyterian Hunger Program)
 The Gainesville Health and Wellness Center of West Alabama, Gainesville, AL.
 New-American parent Support Group (NPSG), Clarkston, Ga
 Homes for all Nashville, Nashville, TN




Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project (MIcOp), Oxnard, CA
United Territories of Pacific Islanders Alliance (U.T.O.P.L.A) Seattle, Auburn, WA

International SDOP Partners:
Small Scale Sustainable Development West Africa Initiative, Liberia, Sierra Leone, (a collaborative initiative with
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and various ecumenical partners) The initiative
seeks to improve the food security and economic status of communities, families and individuals through technical
training, follow up technical support and small grants for project activities.
Mid Council (Synod & Presbytery)
Self-Development of People Funded Projects: Highlighted project
Exploring Educational Opportunities-Black Male Leadership Initiative, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This is a project comprised of economically poor African American young men. They seek to advance themselves educationally, personally and economically through lectures, workshops and field trips. The project is meant to fill a cultural
gap in learning and exposure that is perpetuated by perty and racism.

Spring temperatures ushered in the March Need A Lunch program.
The Lunch Bunch crew prepared and served penne pasta with red
sauce and meat along with a side of don't stir the beans and, garlic
bread. Ice cream and cake was dessert. A bountiful amount of food
was prepared to serve 100 Need A Lunch guests and the Lunch Bunch
crew, 85 who visited for fellowship after worship, and the Sunday afternoon Youth Band Practice group. The Donations received for the Sunday After Worship Dinner totaled
$303.00. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this ministry. May the next Need A
Lunch / Sunday After Worship Dinner become more bountiful and prolific providing hope, love,
joy, and faith this Lenten season.

2nd HELPING lUNCH
The Northwest Lions Club prepared and served “Second Helping Community Lunch”
on Saturday March 23 to a smaller but appreciative crowd at the church. Meal
served included roasted turkey, scalloped potatoes, green beans and ice cream and
hot fudge topping for dessert. A big thanks to the women of the clothing closet who
were there to open the clothing closet for the crowd that was there.

The Clothes Closet is now accepting donations of
spring and summer clothes. As you clean out you
closets for warmer weather remember those who
are in need. Thanks to all who so generously have
donated this past winter.

Central Craft Club
Monday, April 15, 2019
6:30 Bickel Hall
Spring is finally here!!! Let’s paint some flowers!!!
We are going to do another Paint and Pour for our April club
meeting. Everyone loved the sunflower painting last year so we
are going to paint a fun vase of flowers for your spring decor. You
will be able to choose a yellow or blue background and we will
paint this step by step so you will end up with something you will
be proud to display. Look for a sample and signup sheet across
from the water fountain in the hallway. You must sign up so you
will have a canvas when you arrive! Please bring a friend, food,
your own beverage, and any large paint brushes from your stash,
and be ready for a fun evening! Cost is $15.00.

Save the Date
When: May 24th
What: Covered dish dinner 5pm at the church
then trip to the Amish Theater for a performance of
“Seize the Hay”!!
All church women are invited. More to follow in May

Hope Rebekah Circle News
Hope Rebekah Circle of Central will meet at 9:30 am on Thursday, April 11, 2019, in Bickel
Hall. The meeting will begin with a continental breakfast served by our hostesses, Sandy Dodgens,
Marcia Indorf and Helen Vukovich. Following breakfast and fellowship, we will have a Bible
Study—Lesson 8 on page 37 of our study book “Nathanael-Developing Spiritual Insight”
The scripture is found in John 1:43-51. A short business meeting will follow.
Our mission project for April is The Door Ministry and Food Pantry, (non perishable food products)
The Circle is also responsible for Fellowship Hour in April. Please don’t forget if you have
signed up to help.
We have missed some of our members lately. We hope to see you in April. All women of the
church are always welcome.

Children’s
Chatter

JALLIE’S MISSION
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Come out and join us for the 12th Annual Pancake
Breakfast to CURE Cystic Fibrosis
SATURDAY, April 27, 2019
Here at Central from 8:00 am to noon
Enjoy a delicious pancake & sausage breakfast
Visit with friends but most importantly
Help find a cure for cystic fibrosis.
All proceeds will go to the cystic fibrosis foundation
$ 5 per person up to $ 20 per family
Kids 2 & under eat free

Doings
Lily Orders Extended to April 17th
Its not to late to place your order for a lily at
the cost of $9.55 per plant. Place your order
in the collection plate on Sunday or call the
church office. Help us to beautify the sanctuary this Easter Sunday.

Our St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon was a HUGE success. Bickel
Hall was full to overflowing. Thank you to all who had a part,
from the kitchen help to those who brought lots of “green” side
dishes to share. Be watching for more pot luck coming soon!

The Deacons are wanting your ideas for future
events. Any and all suggestions are welcome.
See Cheryl Lash, Brenda Wise or any deacon.
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

