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PASTOR’S NOTES
The liturgical season of Advent, which begins this year on Sunday, December 1, provides
us opportunity to reflect, prepare and, most importantly, to act in ways which reflect our belief in the newness which Jesus’ birth heralds – new life, new hope, new promise. The angels announce the good news to the shepherds as recorded by Luke: “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” [Luke 2:14]
Within this brief yet powerful acclamation, we find three calls to action.
The first is a call to worship. “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” We understand
worship as a response of our hearts -- a response to God’s power, strength, and greatness; in
a nutshell, to God’s glory. So our first action is testifying to God’s power, strength and greatness through the offering of our worship, both public and private. While worship is primarily responsive, it is also transformative as it leads us into a deeper and richer personal relationship with the Almighty, refreshing our spirits and renewing us in our faith. Our worship
as a faith community during the Sundays of Advent is especially important as we join in expectation of God’s movement, and in so doing, grow into deeper and richer relationships
with one another. So be here each Sunday as your personal testimony to God’s glory, and as
a joining in manifold witness to the same.
The second call is to act in ways which promote “on earth peace.” We are surrounded
daily by all which seems antithetical to peace. We tend to become desensitized and jaded as
we hear of yet another instance of terrorism in homes, in schools, on the streets; across our
nation and across our globe. We are caught up in a popular culture which at once feeds on
and glorifies violence. We are served by a government and informed by a media which gin
up anger, foster distrust, and exemplify divisiveness and incivility. While so much of this
lies outside the scope of our control, we are not helpless in being promoters of peace.
Within our own spheres of family, work, school, and community, we do have power to become agents of positive change. We can speak and stand against that which we know is antithetical to the peace the angels announce, and which Jesus’ coming ultimately promises as
His Kingdom is established; even as we pray, “on earth as it is in heaven.” So we are called
to boldly speak and bravely stand against injustice, inequality, dishonesty, bullying, and
every violation of our rights as humans. As that wonderful hymn so poignantly states: “Let
there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.” The peace we seek in this season, and
always, is a peace beyond human comprehension; a Shalom which is not merely absence of
conflict, but a state of well-being for all people in which justice, equality, and righteousness
reign supreme; an entirely new order! This is the “peace” of which the angels sang, and the
“peace” which calls us to act it in its institution.
(continued)

Finally, perhaps the highest expression of the angel’s acclamation is this: “whom he favors”
Within these words, we hear strains of the ancient Psalmist as he marvels over the works of God’s
hands, marveling even more when he asks, “what are human beings that you are mindful of
them, mortals that you care for them?” [Psalm 8:4] The Psalmist and the angels declare
that God draws close; even to we in our mortality, our broken condition, our human morass. Not
only does God draw near, God is mindful. God cares. So much so that God came among us in the
person of Jesus – the Babe of Bethlehem – to call us to newness; new life; new hope; new promise.
Within that is a call to act by seeing and treating one another as God sees and treats us; worthy of
God’s nearness; worthy of God’s mindfulness; worthy of God’s care. In a word, Jesus’ coming means
a renewed posture of love toward one another, and toward the entirety of God’s creation. As we treat
one another with heightened respect, dignity, mercy and kindness, we in effect help usher in that
shalom; that new order. Let’s call it The Kingdom of God.
Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us act upon the angels’ call during this Advent season. And
through our acts of worship, promotion of peace, and renewed love for one another, may we
join the angels’ song; a song we shall refrain throughout every season to come.

This

Christmas

season

may every heart be warmed
by the love of

Jesus

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of October 31, 2019

as of October 31, 2018

YTD Receipts…………………………………….. $ 246,134.58………………………………….$ 254,720.97
YTD Disbursements………………………….…$ 237,034.29……………………..………….$ 269,677.86
YTD Surfeit/Deficit……………………………..$ 9,100.29………………………………….$ -14,956.89
Operating Fund Balance…………………...…$ 9,775.20…………………………………..$ -11,760.16
Vision 21.1………………………………………....$ -99,709.57………………………….………$-141,626.37

What a wonderfully blessed year this has been! Through ten months of fiscal 2019, we are well positioned to end the year with a balanced budget, and perhaps with some excess funds to carry us into
fiscal 2020. Thanks for your AMAZING support! The generosity of the Central congregation is truly
exceptional!

Stewardship of Attendance
November 3……………………..149
November 10 …………………...156
November 17 ………..………….202
November 24…………………….173

Hospitalized in November
Bob Dawson David Oberlin
David Simon Carolyn Staver
Bob Sikorsky

Average …………………....170

Pastor Larry and Vale will be on vacation from December 25
through January 1. Rev. Virginia Birks will be filling the
pulpit on December 29. If there are any pastoral emergencies,
our Parish Associate Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt and Rev. Lynn
Shetzer will be on call in pastor’s absence.

Report from the November Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on November 21, 2019 with
Rev. Larry Lalama moderating. Ruling Elders in attendance were
Dale Smith, Kenn Kanipe, Don McDonald, Liz Sibert, Dana Vargo,
Byron Lash, Scott Vignos, Carrie Paisley, Denny Printz, Rich Wilder,
Leslie Picot, and Roger Sibert. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Betty Fleming. Elder Liz Sibert offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer
by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the October 17, 2019 regular meeting of Session
* Approved request from Sarita Cunningham to use the sanctuary the afternoon of Sunday,
December 15, 2019 for a candlelight service for Compassionate Friends.
* Approved request from Robert Terry to attend Lorna Patt’s birthday party on February 2, 2020
following worship, and to attend Christmas Eve service on December 24, 2019.
* Denied request from United States Census Bureau to use church space for training.
* Approved Rev. Virginia Birks to fill the pulpit on Sunday, December 29 in pastor’s absence.
* Approved Rev. Li (Dolly) Dong to preach on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the October Session meeting.
He reported 4 hospital visitations, 4 nursing home visitations, 2 home visitation, and 1 jail visitation.
He interviewed /counseled 57 Door Ministry clients, officiated 1 funeral service, attended 3 church
committee meetings, 1 presbytery-related meeting, and led 5 Sunday worship services. Several other
activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Balance of $9,775.20 as of October
31, 2019.
* Approved giving $100 (net) Christmas bonus to all staff members.
* Approved purchase of 300 electric candles and batteries to replace wax candles for Christmas Eve.
* Approved release of $1500 from the Outreach Fund to Door Ministry.
* General discussions regarding first draft of the 2020 Operating Budget, status of release of Curtis
White and severance pay, review of Feast of the Faithful, Grace Notes band, Children’s Christmas
program, Christmas parade float, Share A Gift Tree, Salvation Army bell ringing, funding for Door
Ministry and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on November 3, 2019 to 136 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Please Pray For:

December Birthdays
Mary Borton -------------------------- 1
Jim Inks ------------------------------- 4
Herb Shreiner------------------------- 6
Donna Donovan ---------------------- 7
Judy Miday ---------------------------- 7
Sandy Muirhead-Gould-------------- 8
Katy Larkin--------------------------- 10
Ava Reichardt ------------------------- 11
Ann Butler----------------------------- 11
Jane Shem---------------------------- 12
Peyton Sibert------------------------- 13
Ann Conkle --------------------------- 14
Liz Sibert ----------------------------- 14
Eleanor Weatherbee ---------------- 15
Lori Murphy ------------------------- 16
Kenn Kanipe ------------------------- 17
John Oberlin ------------------------- 18
Samantha Eubank ------------------- 19
Rachael Fleischaker ----------------- 20
Evan Georgiou ----------------------- 20
Allison Conley ----------------------- 21
Linda Miller -------------------------- 21
Allison Norris ------------------------ 22
Chris Craddock ---------------------- 22
Tom Meek ---------------------------- 24

Barbara Adams…………………………...…...Home
Cheryl Anderson…………………………...….Home
Ron Armitage ………...Inn at University Village
Marie Buckey ………………………..Summit Acres
Bob Dawson………………………...Meadow Winds
Joyce Dowd………………….Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg……………………….Amherst Meadows
Karen King………………………………………..Home
Judy Loar………………………………………….Home
Barbara Mertes………….………….Green Meadow
Jackie Pfeiffer…………….…………….The Regency
Jean Rice………………….……………...The Regency
Annitta Schrickel……….………….Tuttle Crossing
Jan Starrett ……………………………………….Home

Card Ministry
Brenda Wise

Liturgists in December
Vale Lalama………………………............Dec 1st
Tom Madafer…………………..……...…..Dec 8th
Bev Denholm………………….……..…..Dec 15th
Rich Wilder………………….………......Dec 22nd
Stew Fryer……………….…….…………..Dec 29th

Greeters in December
Carol Hauenstein/Rich Wilder…….....Dec 1st
Dave & Linda Pfeiffer ……………..….....Dec 8th
Carrie Paisley/ Karen Norris ……..….Dec 15th
Betty Fleming/Bea King…….………...Dec 22nd
Rosie Sikorsky/Judy Miday……….....Dec 29th

December Anniversaries
Leo & Jean Mummertz --------------- 1
Ron & Gloria Armitage ------------- 2
Gene & Donna Hovis ----------------- 11
Kenn & Marlene Kanipe ------------ 12
Dale & Debbie Smith ---------------- 19
Jim & Judy Inks --------------------- 23

Cash Crew in December

Our annual Christmas Eve service of Scripture and carols
will begin with a half hour of special music at 7 o’clock
p.m. in our sanctuary. The service proper will begin at
7:30 with the lighting of the Sibert Memorial Advent
Wreath by the Baker family. The choir will be providing
a repertoire of special music ranging from traditional to
gospel under the wand of Doug Beery and accompanied
by Leigh Conti. A brass ensemble will be on hand to support our anthems and congregational carols. A change this
year, in accordance with the fire codes of our city and to assure the safety of our worshipers, will be
the use of electric candlelight for our lighting ceremony near the end of the service. We ask that
you be patient and understanding in this transition. Let’s pack the sanctuary as we honor the birth
of our Savior Jesus Christ!
“God Bless Every One” - An Advent Devotional
This Advent season, we are offering devotionals for our members and friends. “God Bless Us,
Every One” compiled by Michael Hoy and based on Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” will be
distributed beginning Sunday, November 24. It is described by the author: “Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol has been a delightful part of the celebration of Christmas since it was first written in 1843. Dickens deeply, and penitently understands that Scrooge is really a reflection of himself and so many of us in our sinful state; yet the transformation of this central character, and us,
is the blessing we receive from the Child of Christmas. These reflections for each of the days in
Advent will help to lift up the Child who was not ashamed to take upon himself the poverty of our
being and makes us all new – for our sake, and for the sake of the whole world.”

Feast of the Faithful Review
On Sunday, November 17, Central celebrated our annual Stewardship Dedication Sunday and Feast
of the Faithful, and what an awesome day it was! Worship was well-attended as we were blessed
with an excellent stewardship sermon delivered by CRE (Commissioned Ruling Elder) Mike Baker
based on Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14). Following spirited worship, we were treated to a homemade thanksgiving feast of turkey, ham and all the trimmings in a
packed Bickel Hall and Memorial Room. We extend our deep
appreciation to Chef Kenn Kanipe, Tom Benko, Cheryl
Lash and Debbie Feichter [pictured below] for their hours
of preparation, to Dana Vargo for her astute organization
and warm hospitality, and to the entire Board of Trustees
and Friends who so ably set up, served, and cleaned up. It
was a day to remeber!

From the fullness of His
received one

Grace we have all

Blessing after another.

John 1:16

God is with us.
God saw the greatest needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a gift that brought God
and humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us. According to Matthew’s gospel, on of the names given to Jesus in Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”
In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us, and of being with those who were
often overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. What a powerful gift, a perfect gift, the gift
of ….being with.
This is one of the reasons we share gift during Christmas. We too, want to share the power of
being with those we love and those in need, by offering gifts like those we give to the Christmas Joy Offering

50%...of your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.

50%...of your gifts assists current and retired church workers and their families with
critical financial needs.

Please give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering!
If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

A big “Thank You” to everyone who contributed to our
Mountain of Food on Sunday November 12. We had 130
plus bags of groceries that filled our Door Ministry pantry and
a full van of groceries to go to the Salvation Army. The Salvation Army was grateful for the donations at this time of the
year.
The Need A Lunch crew has spent the last two weeks in the kitchen roasting turkeys, making stuffing and side dishes for Thanksgiving Dinner for the Need A Lunch
dinner and the Feast of The Faithful. Four whole turkeys were prepared and mixed
with a sage, onion and herb dressing to create a turkey and stuffing casserole, smothered in homemade gravy. Green beans and rolls were served with dinner to about 115
guests from the neighborhood. The Feast of the Faithful: six turkeys, two hams, stuffing, green beans, carrots, and mashed potatoes smothered in gravy. Char prepared
pumpkin spice pie squares for dessert. Also available for dessert was a choice of apple,
cherry, or cherry-apple dump cake cobbler. We served 200 people in the fellowship
hall. Thank you for your support.

Deacon News……
The Deacons Soup will NOT be for sale, December 1, however they
will have a delicious cheddar potato bacon soup for sale on Sunday
December 8th. $5 per quart.

December 15th, following worship and fellowship, the deacons
will be Christmas caroling and visiting some of our church members who are shut-in at their homes and nursing homes. All are
welcome.

There will be no card party in Bickel Hall during the month of December.
We will resume the card parties in January. Remember the card parties
are the second Wednesday of every month beginning at 1:00 pm. Join
us and bring a friend to share in the fun!

Share a Gift
Outreach Ministry Share a Gift Tree is up and decorated in the front of the sanctuary. With the
help of the church family, we will provide each family with Christmas gifts and a food certificate to
help them celebrate the Christmas Holiday.
The tree is decorated with gifts for our families and are identified by a snowman, Christmas tree,
wreath, ornament, stocking, or candy cane. Each gift tag will indicate:
1. To whom the gift is for: adult or child, male or female.
2. The gift requested by the person, a size if it is clothing.
Please return these gifts to the Share a Gift Tree, in the front of the sanctuary, by December 15,
with the gift tag, a sales receipt, and unwrapped, to allow the ministry group to put them together
for each family.
We will be giving the families their gifts on Saturday, December 21, from the church.
Gold Stars are for monetary donations to purchase each family a food voucher from
Giant Eagle.

Mitten Tree
Beginning November 24, the undecorated Tree in Bickel Hall is for the collection of winter hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for adults and youth. We will
be collecting these winter items on this tree for the Salvation Army and the
Family Living Center Homeless Shelter. The Salvation Army collects winter
items to have available to give to families, adults and children during this upcoming winter when they have nothing to wear. We will be collecting these
items through mid December for distribution.

Youth Christmas Play

Away
from a
Manger

This year's play is "Away from the Manger". The character's struggle with what can happen when you take Christ out of Christmas. The play will be performed on December 22nd.
There will be two Saturday practices, December 14th and 21st, both are from 10 am-12 pm
in the sanctuary. "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children."
(Ephesians 5:1)

Acolyte Christmas Party
The Deacons are sponsoring a Christmas party after play practice on December 21st. All children
are welcome to attend. Play practice is 10 to 2 pm. The party is 2 to 3 pm. Parents may take this
opportunity to do some last minute Christmas shopping. Questions see Amber Barlow.

You will enjoy the sounds of the season as the Grace Notes
Band performs during worship services on December 15th.
Dan Fleischaker will be directing these talented musicians
as they fill our sanctuary with a joyful noise in praises of
our Lord.

Children’s
Chatter

“With trumpets and sound of the horn, make a joyful noise before
the King, the Lord!”
Psalm 98:6

Hope Rebekah Circle News…
The members of Hope Rebekah Circle will be meeting
for their Christmas Luncheon on Thursday, December
12 at Kozmos in Massillon at 12:00 noon. If you plan
to join us for this always fun time, and have not made
your reservation, please call Polly Thompson at (330)
832-8084 on or before Tuesday, December 10. If you
would like to join us for lunch, we would love to have
you!

Wonderful Women’s Christmas Gathering
All the Wonderful Women of Central Presbyterian are invited to a
Christmas Gathering on Monday, December 16th at 6:30 in Bickel
Hall. We will be working on outreach projects that will help make a
difference in the lives of folks in our surrounding community. Please
bring a Christmas goodie to share and the Women’s Ministry will provide warm drinks and fellowship.

Start the Advent season by joining us for the annual Advent Brunch to be held
on December 4th at 11am in Bickel Hall.
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