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Pastor’s Report

As I sit before my computer screen, preparing for the eighteenth time this annual report to
the congregation, I am feeling at once both appreciative and reflective. I am genuinely and
deeply grateful that Central Presbyterian Church has allowed me such a rich and lengthy tenure
of service. Only a handful of my colleagues in ministry can claim the privilege of having served a
particular congregation for such a length of time. When I arrived at Central in July, 2001, I
frankly never imagined that I would still be at my post in July, 2019. Yet here I continue to
serve, thankful to the Lord that I’ve been called to a congregation which has been so supportive
of and responsive to my leadership over the ‘long haul.’ Moreover, I am thankful to the Lord for
all the wonderful things we have accomplished together across these eighteen years. And over
the course of that time, using language of the Apostle Paul, we have been “mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.” That for me has been an immeasurable
gift, as I hope it’s been for you.
On the reflective side, I am near overwhelmed by all the opportunities I’ve been afforded
over the course of these eighteen years. For example, you’ve allowed me to preach, as best as I
can determine 864 sermons thus far. You’ve permitted me to officiate the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper 265 times, and the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 81 times. I’ve been called to conduct 217 funerals and 45 weddings. It has been my honor to present 210 new member candidates to Session for examination. And the times you’ve welcomed my visits to hospitals, care
facilities and your homes number in the thousands. Here again, I depend on Paul to help me articulate my reflection when he writes, “….I remember you, constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from
the first day until now.”
All that having been said, I am going to refrain in this eighteenth submission of my annual
pastor’s report from delivering my usual state-of-the-church message. Instead, I’ll simply say
that the state of the church is presently steady and stable. Nevertheless, many challenges lie
ahead for Central Presbyterian Church. Key to the future health, strength, and sustainability of
Central’s ministries and mission is developing strategies for attracting new members, particularly in the twenties, thirties and forties demographic. This will require changes that will surely
make some uncomfortable. Yet if Central aims to grow and thrive as a mainline, downtown
church, adapting to the real and present needs of every generation we seek to attract and effectively minister to is of vital importance. The gospel truth of course does not change. And that
truth is that God through Jesus Christ reaches out to us with unconditional love, bounteous
grace, endless mercy, and ageless wisdom, all the while calling us to reach out in like manner to
others. Yet the means and methods of communicating that truth within the context of a culture
in massive transformation remains the challenge of every church, especially in the mainline.

Again, words of the apostle guide us: “I am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” It is indeed
Jesus who began this good work; the apostolic witness, ie. the church, which has carried this work forward to this day; work we will carry forward into the future, even to the time of Jesus’ return to fully
establish God’s Kingdom, “on earth, as it is in heaven.” So it is we meet with confidence every challenge which lies before us, and every challenge yet to come. From my perspective, Central Presbyterian
is perfectly poised to serve, and perfectly postured to grow as a vibrant and expanding presence in this
city, meeting the spiritual and substantial needs of those we are called to reach. The next few years for
Central Presbyterian will be a season of discernment , vision, adaptation, and moving from the plateau
of steadiness and stability to a new and exciting level of outreach and service. As I reflect and give
thanks for the many years you have afforded me the opportunity to serve as your pastor, I could not be
more favored and more blessed. Now, onward we go, in service to Christ and His Church.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Larry Lalama

Report from the June Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on June 20, 2019 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Char Bickel, Dale Smith, Leslie Picot, Ann
Butler, Fred Butler, Byron Lash, Scott Vignos, and Carrie Paisley. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Cornelia Warstler. Elder Ann Butler offered devotions followed by review of the church
family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved motion to appoint Nancy McEwen as Clerk pro tem.
* Approved minutes of the May 16, 2019 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved motion to remove Carl Shaffer, Joanne Williams, and Donald Wassil from the church
rolls due to death.
* Approved the following baptisms: John Johanning (7/14/19), Brantley Pfeiffer (7/28/19),
Kelewae (8/25/19 by CRE Mike Baker)
* Approved on motion appointment of Roger Sibert to serve as Clerk of Session for the 20192020 program year.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the May Session meeting.
He reported 9 hospital visitations, 10 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He interviewed/counseled 60 Door Ministry clients, officiated 1 baptism, conducted 5 funerals, attended
3 church committee meetings, and led 5 Sunday worship services. Several other activities were
noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $931.73 as
of May 31, 2019.
* General discussions regarding custodian Curtis White, current custodial volunteers, new freezer
for church kitchen, refurbishing of current refrigerator, repair of two pews in sanctuary, carpet
cleaning, golf outing, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on June 2, 2019 to 154 communicants.
* Death of Carl Shaffer (5/24/19), Joanne Williams (6/8/19), Donald Wassil (6/15/19)
Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen (Clerk pro tem)

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of May 31, 2019

as of May 31, 2018

YTD Receipts…………………………………..$ 124,322.46…………………………….$ 142,478.30
YTD Disbursements………………………..$ 124,065.64………………………….. $ 144,276.49
YTD Surfeit/Deficit………………………….$
256.82…………………………… $ (1,798.19)
Operating Fund Balance…………………$
931.73……………………………$ 1,398.54
Vision 21.1……………………………………..$ -114,209.57……………………………$ 32,175.12
We continue through the first five months of fiscal 2019 to operate “in the black.” Please continue to
give as the Lord has blessed you. Thank you for your faithful support of Central!

Stewardship
of Attendance
June 2………………………. 151
June 9………………………..129
June 16……………………….132
June 23………………………135
Average…………………137

Hospitalized
in June
Dorothy Beck
Karen King
Janet Starrett
Jackie Pfeiffer
Linda Miller

Birthdays in July
Tom Benko ---------------------------- 1
Alice Shaffer -------------------------- 2
Nancy Thatcher ---------------------- 2
Tina Drobney ------------------------- 3
Shannon Baker ----------------------- 4
Liberty Erichsen ---------------------- 4
Donna Snively -------------------------5
Adam Datkuliak ---------------------- 6
Rich Busby ---------------------------- 6
David Rankl --------------------------- 7
George Georgiou --------------------- 8
Abbigail Kanipe ----------------------- 9
Cheryl Anderson -------------------- 10
Amy Ball ------------------------------ 10
Haley Craddock --------------------- 10
Alyssa Georgiou --------------------- 10
Herm McClurg ----------------------- 11
Emily Burau -------------------------- 11
Karen Elvin -------------------------- 12
Melissa Arbuckle -------------------- 15
Margaret Guleff ---------------------- 15
Joyce Dowd -------------------------- 20
Bill Paulus --------------------------- 20
Karen Norris ------------------------ 20
Patrick Baker ------------------------ 21
David Heiser ------------------------- 21
Kelly Fogle --------------------------- 23
Byron Lash -------------------------- 26
Dan Valot ----------------------------- 26
Byron Berger ------------------------ 28
Rachel King -------------------------- 28
Brooke Hamilton -------------------- 29
Brandon Smith ---------------------- 29
Carrie Paisley ------------------------ 30

Anniversaries in July
Kevin & Jane Quinn ----------------- 10
David & Vicki Datkuliak ------------ 12
Charla & Bill Paulus ---------------- 12
Rich & Nancy Busby ---------------- 13
Mike & Joy Cosgrove ---------------- 17
Allison & Dennis Printz-------------17
Julie & Jamie Hamilton ------------ 19
Josh & Monica Erichsen ------------ 20
Harold & Shirley Pitz --------------- 20
Gary & Lois Werner ---------------- 20
Susan & Skip McKee --------------- 23
Harold & Eleanor Weatherbee ---- 23
Bea & John King --------------------- 25

Birthdays in August
Kate Kelewae -------------------------- 1
Tammy Pribanic ----------------------- 1
Martha Hendrickson ---------------- 2
Nick Mendenhall --------------------- 2
Monica Erichsen---------------------- 3
Vale Lalama --------------------------- 3
Colton Bonk -------------------------- 3
Samantha Arbuckle ------------------ 4
David Datkuliak ---------------------- 5
Lois McAllister ------------------------7
Jane Sypolt ----------------------------7
Nan Ream ----------------------------- 9
Abram Fleischaker ------------------ 10
Harold Weatherbee ------------------11
Dale Smith --------------------------- 12
Melanie Sypolt ---------------------- 13
Elizabeth Hedrick ------------------- 14
Joshua Fitzgibbon ------------------- 17
Jill Gorius ---------------------------- 18
Gary Werner ------------------------- 18
Ryan Pfeiffer ------------------------ 18
Judith Lill ---------------------------- 21
Dorothy Beck ------------------------ 24
Rita Haines -------------------------- 24
John Snively ------------------------- 25
Cornelia Warstler-------------------- 25
Janet Starrett ------------------------ 27
Marcia Indorf ------------------------ 28
Carolyn Staver ----------------------- 28

Anniversaries in August
Barbara & Ronald Cornell ----------- 3
David & Beverly Oberlin ------------- 9
Trevor & Carrie Paisley --------------11
Carl & Brenda Wise ----------------- 16
Chris & Cathy Evans ---------------- 19
Don & Sue Wesley ------------------- 21
George & Kelly Georgiou ----------- 24
Fred & Pamela Werner ------------- 27
Dan Valot & Susan Eitelman ------- 27
Tim & Pat Tuberty ------------------- 31

Please Pray For:

Barbara Adams———–———–——————Home
Cheryl Anderson——–———–—————Home
Marie Buckey ——–————–--——Summit Acres
Bobbie Borton———————–——————-Home
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—————————Home
Barbara Mertes——–——–-Green Meadows
Jackie Pfeiffer——————-——–——The Regency
Alice Shaffer————————-The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Velda Snyder———————–--–———–——Home
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Gloria Armitage ——Inn at University Village

Card Ministry
Liz Sibert/Melissa Price

Fellowship Hour
Choir/Deacons

Liturgists in July

Liturgists in August

July 7-Byron Lash

August 4-Bev Denholm

July 14-Darlene Johanning

August 11-Tom Madafer

July 21-Char Bickel

August 18-Rachael Fleischaker

July 28—Rich Wilder

August 25—Mike Cosgrove

Greeters in July

Greeters in August

July 7—Carl Wise/ Marcia Short

August 4—Kelly Fogle/Rich Long

July 14-Bill & Marcia Indorf

August 11-Dana Vargo/ Linda Rankl

July 21– Gail Kincaid/ Ray Beck

August 18– Dale & Debbie Smith

July 28-Julie Roseman/Stew Fryer

August 25 –Rich Wilder/ C. Hauenstein

Dear Church Family,
I want to thank you for your generosity. I really
appreciate your gifts of money and donations
that I will use for my trip to Europe and for college in the fall. Growing up in this church has helped me to understand
the love of God. I am truly blessed to be a part of such a wonderful
church family. Thank you.
In Christ,
Emma Fleischaker

To my dear and cherished friends at Central Presbyterian. I was overwhelmed with
all the cards sent in celebration of my 90th birthday. Central will always be my church
no matter where I am. God bless you all!
Don Anweiler

Please note that Pastor Larry will be on vacation from August 12 through August 25. Rev. Sue
Ann Schmidt will be filling the pulpit on Sunday, August 18, and will also be offering a backpack
blessing during Children’s Chat for all our youngsters as they prepare to return to school. CRE Mike
Baker will be filling the pulpit on Sunday, August 25, and will be officiating baptism for
Nicolas Kelewae. On call for pastoral needs will be Sue Ann Schmidt and Rev. Lynn Shetzer
from Reedurban Presbyterian. Nancy Aguon, our Christian Education Leader, will also be on
vacation from August 12 through August 17.

Honoring our Graduates
Please plan to attend worship on Sunday, July 14 when we will be honoring high school graduates
Emma Fleischaker and Kelly Hamilton, both recipients of the McAllister Family Scholarship.
Emma is a graduate of Perry High School and will be attending Capital University Conservatory of
Music in the fall. Kelly is a graduate of Massillon Washington High School and will be attending the
main campus of Kent State University. Pastor Larry’s message for the morning will be “Setting Off for
the Academy” based on Acts 17:16-21. A reception for Kelly and Emma will follow
our worship service in Bickel Hall. We also send our congratulations and blessings to Samantha
Sibert Eubank who was ordained as Minister of Word on June 15 at Legacy Church in Pickerington.
We are so proud of these daughters of Central Presbyterian!

This summer, we will be blessed to witness three baptisms. John Paul David
Johanning, infant son of Alison and Matthew will be presented on Sunday, July
14. Brantley John Pfeiffer, infant son of Nicole and Chad will be presented on
Sunday, July 28. Pastor Larry will officiate both. Nicolas Emmett Kelewae,
infant son of Alexandra and Kirk will be presented on August 25 with CRE Michael
Baker officiating. Please plan to attend all three of these baptisms as we welcome
these little ones into the covenant community of faith.

To Alice Shaffer, family and friends of Carl “Bud” Shaffer who entered the Lord’s rest on May 24.
He was 91 years of age. Services with military honors were conducted for Bud in our sanctuary on May 31
with Pastor Larry officiating, and Leigh Conti providing a ministry of music.
To Jan Williams, family and friends of Joanne Williams who was received into the arms of Christ
on June 8 at the age of 93. Services were conducted for Joanne in our sanctuary on June 14 with
Pastor Larry officiating, and Leigh Conti and Kathy Bachtel providing ministries of music. Internment was
at Rose Hill Memorial Gardens.
To Mary Wassil, family and friends of Donald Wassil who was released into Kingdom glory on
June 15 at the age of 85. Services were conducted for Don in our sanctuary on June 19 with Pastor Larry
officiating and Leigh Conti and Kathy Bachtel providing ministries of music. Committal
along with military honors was conducted at Rose Hill Memorial Gardens.
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”
- 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Outreach Highlights
Pentecost Offering: Thank you for giving generously to the Pentecost Offering. Donations are still coming in
from the congregation, so we don’t a final total. Central Presbyterian Church retains 40% of the offering and
outreach ministry has designated our portion of the Pentecost Offering to support the work of the Women’s Ministry in the making of Personal Hygiene kits.
Thank you for your giving to Pentecost Offering
Second Helping Community lunch was served by the Northwest Lions club on Saturday June 22.
We had a steady crowd that came to eat. We served about 95 plates of ham, Au Gratin potatoes, and green
beans with ice cream for dessert. We were unable to open the clothing closet this date due to carpet being
cleaned on Friday. We had a great crew preparing, serving and clean up include Mary, Lisa and Goldie from
Lykins Oil Company, Samantha, Cindy and Penny Jo friends of the Northwest Lions club as well as the Northwest
Lions club members. Second Helping Lunch which started January 2014 has been serving the community on the
4th Saturday when there are 5 Saturdays in the month for 5 years!
Next Second Helping Community Lunch will be August 24.
CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN COFFEE MAKING 101:
Have you tried to make the coffee in the church kitchen and found you could not? You are not alone. With Curtis away on medical leave, we have been turning on and off the coffee maker so you need to check to see if the
wall switch is on and that the water can flow to the coffee maker.
Here are the steps to turn on and off the coffee maker.
Standing in front of the coffee maker, note on the wall to the left there are step by step instructions to turn on
and off the coffee maker.
Step 1: On the left side of the wall near the counter top, there is a red switch which when “ON” it lights up.
Step 2: Between the switch and the coffee marker, there is a handle on the water line and it needs to be
turned down to allow water to run to the coffee maker.
Step 3: Turn the toggle switch on the front of the coffee maker to “ON” position.
Step 4: you must wait about 20 min before making the coffee to allow the water to heat.
Step 5: A Note on the wall indicated 1, 2, 3 scoops of coffee depending on the amount of coffee you want to
make. Please note 1 SCOOP IS ½ CUP WHICH MAY BE IN THE COFFEE CAN. PLEASE CHECK THE SIZE OF THE
SCOOP.
Step 6: When placing the coffee Urns on the warmer stands in the Bickel Hall, please note that the red light
should be ”LITE UP” if the warm stands are turned on or plugged in.
Step 6: When done making coffee and cleaned up, please turn off the coffee maker, close the handle on the
water line (turned up half -way) and turn the red switch to the “OFF” position.
If you have questions, please ask for clarification.

Thank you for your assistance with care of the coffee maker.

Outreach Highlights
Update Fellowship Hour:
The month of July has no assigned committee to over see the fellowship hour.
July 7th will have an offering of refreshments and beverages provided by volunteers
July 14: Lunch for a donation will be served during fellowship hour
July 21 and 28: beverages will be provided however no refreshments will be served unless there is a special
event.
Thanks for your understanding during the month of July
August fellowship hour will be offered by Deacons
BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM
We may have just finished the school year however the preparation for the 2019-2020 school year is beginning for the Salvation Army. They will be conducting their annual Back to School Community Day on
Wednesday August 7, 2018. Last year they provided over 650 children receive a book bag, school supplies,
clothing and a shoe voucher. Many of these children also participate in back to school related activities including free haircuts and hearing screenings. They ae able to sign up for a library card and they meet with
local police and fire representatives who presented basic safety materials.
Outreach ministry will be collecting school supplies during the month of June and July through July 22 th. If
you can assist with donations, collection boxes will be in the CHURCH HALL OUTSIDE THE CHURCH OFFICE
to drop off school supply items. If you wish to provide a monetary donation, mark your envelop “Back to
School” and please turn it into the church office or in the Sunday collection plate.

Here is the list of needed school items:
Elementary K – 3rd Grade
Crayola Crayons
Elmer’s Glue Bottle and Stick
Fiskar Scissors
Number 2 pencils
Pink Erasers
Ruler
Filler Paper (wide ruled)
Notebooks (wide ruled)
Pocket folders (plastic, yellow and blue)
Book bags

Jr. & Sr. High 4-12 grade
Colored Pencils
Glue Sticks
Scissors
Pencils
Erasers
Ruler
Filler Paper (college Ruled)
notebooks (college ruled)
pocket folders (college ruled)
book bags

SAVE THE DATE

Central Presbyterian Church’s 3rd Annual Golf Outing
When: Sunday afternoon August 11th
Where: Lyons Den - Canal Fulton Ohio
What: 18 holes of golf with dinner to follow
Mark your calendar and get your team together for an afternoon of fun and fellowship!
See Nancy McEwen or Liz Sibert for more information.
Registration forms and details will be in the Communicator.

AUGUST 8th,9th,10th
FROM 9AM – 4PM
Donations are now being accepted for the sale. Please bring items (Not clothing) to the room off
the downstairs bathrooms. Volunteers are urgently needed for set up, selling the days of the sale
and tear down. Pick a day or just a couple of hours. A bake sale will also be part of the event so
fire up your ovens and bring baked goods to the kitchen on August 7th.
Any questions please contact Sandy Dodgens at 330-809-0384
Bonnie Craven at 330-837-7723

The children of Bill and Charla Paulus would like to invite you to
join them in celebration of their parent’s 50th Wedding Anniversary on
Sunday July 7th from 2-4 in Bickel Hall.

Hope Rebekah Circle will be taking a break for the summer and will
resume activities in September.

Vineyard Update

Vineyard II-19 is engaging in deep discussion in its six week study on the topic of forgiveness,
guided by a booklet from Rev. Stephen D Eyre, led by Pastor Larry, and based on Scriptures from
both the Old and New Testaments. This “brown bag” vineyard is halfway through its work, and will
be meeting on Wednesdays, July 3, 10 and 17th at noon in Bickel Hall. As this vineyard is rather informal, and each of the six lessons are self-contained, new participants are welcomed anywhere
along the way to join in. A study booklet is waiting for you, so bag up a lunch and come on down.
Members of Vineyard II are Craig Aguon, Nancy Aguon, Olivia Aguon, Jack Elliott, Stew
Fryer, Carolyn Kennen, Nancy McEwen, Lorna Patt, Bob Pribanic, Tammy Pribanic,
Jane Quinn, Don Wesley, and Sue Wesley. Stay tuned for news of future vineyards which
will be opening soon!

Doings
We still have quite a few containers of Pierogies in the freezer that are available
for sale. The cost is $8/ dozen. After boiling to thaw; fry in butter and add your
favorite topping—sour cream, cheese, onions or bacon. We will start making them
again in the fall. Also available are Dee’s Deelites breads. They are also in the
freezer and are $3 each.

The annual church picnic will be held on August 18th immediately following
worship. Lots of good food, games and fellowship. Weather permitting some
activities will be out in the garden.
Deacons will provide hot dogs and sloppy joes. This will be a “ picnic” covered
dish so bring your favorite picnic food to share.

“That was the best Lasagna ever” We prepared seven pans of homemade lasagna and served close
to 175 people between Saturday’s Need-A-Lunch and Sunday’s Need-A-Lunch fellowship. The cost
of food supplies was $215.00, not including the 10 pounds of leftover ground beef from May that
was utilized. There was $162.00 donated during the Need-A-Lunch Sunday dinner.
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