June Communicator
2019

PASTOR’S NOTES
With the window blinds in my study presently removed for cleaning, and the windows
thoroughly cleaned, I have an unobstructed view of 2nd Street through the east-facing windows, and
Lincoln Way through the south-facing ones. And what do I see? Construction. As downtown
Massillon is in the first stages of its physical “renaissance” – a project expected to revitalize our city
center – the church is surrounded by heavy equipment, torn up streets, men in hard hats, dust, and
noise; a welcome sight to some; a wearisome nuisance to others. I can’t help but to reflect on this
time last year as we prepared ourselves for the work of Vision 21.1, which has revitalized our worship
and gathering spaces. It hardly seems it’s been nine months since that project was completed.
Since then, there seems to be a renewed enthusiasm – perhaps a spiritual revitalization – in
the life of our congregation. While we continue to struggle with issues such as financial shortfalls,
dwindling worship attendance, and ongoing upkeep of our 114 year-old facility, folks are stepping up
in big ways to serve. From fundraising projects to help cover fiscal deficits such as Perogie Central,
Deelites, and Need-A-Lunch Sundays, to spiritual growth initiatives such as vineyards, men’s and
women’s ministries, to fellowship activities such as Craft Club and Quilting, to growing outreach efforts such as Door Ministry and Second Helping, to youth enrichment such as Kids Konnection and
Grace Notes, even to the labors of those who are seeing to the church’s janitorial needs in our custodian’s absence, there is great energy coming from the hearts and hands of members and friends of
Central Presbyterian. Is Vision 21.1 in some way responsible for this burst in activity, and revitalization of spirit? It’s been said that we dance best when given new dancing shoes. Perhaps what Vision
21.1 has provided is the “dancing shoes” of a hopeful perspective and an optimistic outlook. Like any
downtown, mainline church, we will certainly be confronted with ongoing challenges. Yet there
seems to be a sense that whatever challenges present themselves will be met and overcome; not by
our will and power, but by the will and power of our Lord working in and through us. I take pride in
serving as pastor to a congregation with such devotion, commitment, and centeredness in the
call of Christ to extend His love and grace to this city, and beyond.
I’ll be glad when my window blinds are cleaned and re-hung. And I’ll be glad when the
heavy equipment, torn-up streets, men in hard hats, dust and noise will give way to a beautified and
revitalized downtown, and all that portends for the future of Massillon. Our church being
right in the center of all this is truly exciting. I tend to think that the Lord has Central Presbyterian
Church and downtown Massillon on one track; that being to make this city the very best city it can be
– functionally, aesthetically, spiritually, in every respect. Today is a good day to be a Massillonian,
and to be a Central Presbyterian!

Report from the May Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on May 16, 2019 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Char Bickel, Debbie Feichter, Dale Smith, Leslie
Picot, Ann Butler, Fred Butler, Byron Lash, Kenn Kanipe, Scott Vignos, and Dana Vargo. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Bonnie Baltzer. Elder Lash offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved motion to appoint Nancy McEwen as Clerk pro tem.
* Approved minutes of the April 25, 2019 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved motion for transfer of membership of Jeffrey Busby to the Louisville Church of Christ.
* Approved vacation request from Rev. Lalama for August 12 – August 25, 2019, and December
25, 2019 - January 2, 2020.
* Approved Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt to fill the pulpit on Sunday, August 18, 2019.
* Approved CPE Michael Baker to fill the pulpit and perform a baptism on Sunday, August 25,
2019
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the April Session meeting.
He reported 6 hospital visitations, 3 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He interviewed/counseled 41 Door Ministry clients, conducted 1 funeral, officiated 1 wedding, attended 5
church committee meetings, and led 3 Sunday worship services. Other activities were
Noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $3,181.89 as of
April 30, 2019
* Approved motion from Outreach Ministry to transfer $1000 from Outreach Fund to Door
Ministry Fund.
* Approved motion to transfer $1000 from Need-A-Lunch Fund to Door Ministry Fund.
* General Discussions regarding status of custodian Curtis White, current custodial care of the
facility, painting in kitchen and Memorial Room, window blinds in pastor’s study, gift from
estate of Maria Haas-Snively, golf outing, annual reports, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on May 5, 2019 to 149 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk pro tem

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of April 30, 2019

as of April 30, 2018

YTD Receipts……………………………….. $ 95,386.07…………………………..$ 98,914.99
YTD Disbursements…………………….…$ 92,879.09…………………………..$ 113,184.06
YTD Surfeit/Deficit…………………….….$ 2,506.98…………………………..$ -14,269.07
Operating Fund Balance………………...$
3,181.89……...………………….$ -11,111.54
Vision 21.1……………………………………..$-119,959.57…………………………..$ 42,633.72
This is awesome! Thank you!

Stewardship
of Attendance
April 28………………………. 139
May 5……………………….….157
May 12………………………… 181
May 19………………………….147
May 26………………………….171
Average………………….. 159

Hospitalized
in May
Don Wassil
Curtis White
David Simon
Doug Berry
Dorothy Beck

Congregational Meeting
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, June 30 as the date of our annual program
Congregational meeting. The agenda will include election of Ruling Elders, Deacons, and members-at-large for the Nominating Committee, and distribution of the written annual report of staff
and ministries. The meeting will immediately follow worship and should last no longer than
around fifteen minutes.

Our Condolences
As a church family, we extend our heartfelt condolences to those who
have recently lost loved ones.
Jean Kidd, Cheryl and Byron Lash, family and friends of Karl Kidd who
was released into Kingdom glory on May 8 at the age of 69 in Archdale,
North Carolina. There were no services per Karl’s wishes.
Lorna Patt, family and friends of her brother Russell Sooy who was received into the Lord’s
arms on May 9. Russell was 93 years of age and resided in Brighton, Ohio. Services are pending.
Alice Shaffer, family and friends of Carl “Bud” Shaffer who entered the glory of Christ on
May 24 at the age of 91. Services for Bud were conducted in our sanctuary on May 31 with
Pastor Larry officiating and Leigh Conti providing a ministry of music.
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who
have longed for his appearing.”

Pastor Larry will lead a brown bag Vineyard beginning on
Wednesday, June 5 at noon, and continuing through July 10.
This Vineyard will be a six week study on forgiveness. We’ll be using a workbook from the Meeting God Bible Studies series published by InterVarsity Press.
Author Stephen Eyre, pastor at College Hill Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati,
will take us through the following aspects of forgiveness: The Consequence of

Sin, Turning to God with Our Sin, Guidelines for Forgiving Others, Receiving
God’s Forgiveness, When You Don’t Want to Forgive, and Keeping Perspective.
There will be no charge for the booklets which will be available for pick up by
June 2. Please contact Pastor Larry or the church office to be a part of
Vineyard II.

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in June
Aubrey Reichardt ---------------------- 1
Gene Hovis --------------------------- 2
Annitta Schrickel -------------------- 3
Morgan Barlow ------------------------5
Don Anweiler ------------------------- 6
Karen Sibert -------------------------- 8
David Oberlin ----------------------- 10
Brad Davis----------------------------- 11
Roger Sibert -------------------------- 11
Kenneth McAdams ------------------ 12
Becky Oberlin ------------------------ 16
Dawn Slagle ------------------------- 16
Stephanie Beltz ---------------------- 19
Sue Wesley --------------------------- 20
Anna Rankl --------------------------- 21
Alexus Reichardt -------------------- 21
Sally Frieg --------------------------- 22
Bobby Borton ------------------------ 24
Connie Arbuckle -------------------- 25
Judy Inks ---------------------------- 26

Barbara Adams———–———–——————Home
Cheryl Anderson——–———–—————Roselane
Marie Buckey ——–————–--——Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—————————Laurels
Barbara Mertes——–——–-———-Green Meadow
Jackie Pfeiffer——————-——–——The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Velda Snyder———————–--–———–——Home
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Joanne Williams——The Inn at University Village
Gloria Armitage ——The Inn at University Village

Card Ministry
Betty Fleming

Fellowship Hour
Choir

Liturgists in June

Anniversaries in June
John & Stephanie Beltz --------------- 1
Rich & Lynn Thompson -------------- 1
Donna & Jim Snively ---------------- 2
John & Elaine Snively -------------- 12
Ron & Marilyn Fogle --------------- 15
Danny & Mindy Rankl -------------- 15
Bob & Nancy Thatcher -------------- 15
Larry & Vale Lalama --------------- 21
Gary & Linda Miller ----------------- 28

June 2—Vale Lalama
June 9—Tom Madaffer
June 16—Bev Denholm
June 23—Rich Wilder
June 30—Leslie Picot

Greeters in June
June 2—Carrie Paisley/ Karen Norris
June 9-Betty Fleming/Bea King
June 16– Rosie Sikorsky/Judy Miday
June 23-Don & Mary Wassil
June 30—J Mummertz/ P Thompson

Summer is coming and we will take a break from Craft Club. Here are some
things we can look forward to in September when we meet again.
While you are going to yard sales or antique shops, keep your eye out for old
shutters because we will be turning them into cute snowmen for a porch or fireplace. We may try our hand at wet felting a simple flower using local wool or
painting a pumpkin patch and harvest moon. If you just can’t wait until September, chat with Ann Butler. She is crocheting simple washcloths for the Door
Ministry Hygiene Bags. She will be glad to show you how it’s done.

HOPE REBEKAH CIRCLE LUNCH
Hope Rebekah Circle of Central Church will get together for good food and
fun with good friends on Thursday, June 13 at 12:00 noon at Kozmos in
Massillon. If you are able to join us, please call either Jeannie Mummertz at
(330)832-4325 or Polly Thompson at (330)832-8084 on or before Tuesday,
June 11. Hope to see you there!
Thank you - if you have any questions, call me at 330-832-8084. Polly

SAVE THE DATE
Women’s Retreat - Save The Date
Dear Wonderful Women,
Mark your calendar now for our fall retreat on Saturday, September 28, 2019.
The retreat will be take place at the lovely Five Oaks House in Massillon (home
of the Massillon Women’s Club). More details will follow.
Women’s Ministry

A strong woman looks a challenge in the eye and gives it a wink.
Gina Carey

Items needed for Personal Care
Last fall at our Wonderful Women’s workshop we assembled care
kits and made cards to distribute to the community through the
Door Ministry. It was so well received we would like to continue
putting together these kits but need your help. There is a bin in
the hallway across from the office where we will be collecting donated items (see list below). Designated monetary donations can
also be made to purchase items needed. Also, if you would like to
assist in putting the kits together or making cards to go with these
kits please let Susan Eitelman, Liz Sibert or Char Bickel know. We would like to put a team
together to help keep this worthwhile project ongoing. Thank you in advance for your supMen/Women’s Body Wash/Lotion (travel
size)
Shampoo/conditioner (travel size)
Nail files/Nail clippers
Combs
deodorant
toothpaste and toothbrushes

mouthwash
small bottles of hand sanitizer
socks
Chap Stick
feminine products
wet wipes
small packs of Kleenex

Outreach Highlights

Pentecost Offering will be taken June 9. Church retains 40% of the offering and outreach ministry has designated our portion of the Pentecost Offering to support the work
of the Women’s Ministry in the making of personal hygiene kits. They will be using the
money to purchase needed items to fill their personal hygiene kits that are given
out to families through the Door Ministry.
PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY

Thank you for all who are volunteering to help clean and keep our
garden looking beautiful. If you could check the garden through
the week assigned to you and pick up trash and cut back on dead
flower it would be appreciated. We will be watering the garden and
grass area on an automatic system. If there are any concerns or
questions, please call Nancy McEwen at 330 284 7334.
DATES
May 27- June 2
June 3-9
June 10-16
June 17-23
June 24-30
July 1-7
July 8-14
July 15-21
July 22-28
July28- Aug 4
Aug 5-11

NAME
Tracy Wilder
Scott/Heather Vignos
Betty Fleming
Pauline Lawrence
Dave Pfeiffer
Nancy Thatcher
Susanne Davis
Marlene/ Kenn Kanipe
Susanne Davis
Rita Brainerd
Cory Aguon

Aug 12- 18 Dan Valot and Susan Eitelman
Aug 19-25 Betty Fleming
Aug 26- Sept 1 Nancy McEwen

PHONE NUMBER
330 224 6877
330 834 0064
330 833 1070
330 933 3181
330 497 0391
330 833 0520
330 904 6233
330 833 5909
330 904 6233
330 575 4572
330 832 7381
919 619 1612
330 833 1070
330 284 7334

First Prize to
winning team

Prizes for longest drive,
closest to the pin, and
longest putt.

Central Presbyterian
Golf outing

50/50 Raffle

Sunday August 11
1PM START
Mulligan’s for purchase.

Fun, Fellowship and Fundraiser
Join your CPC family for a golf scramble at
Lyons Den of Canal Fulton
18 holes of golf followed by dinner.
Golf scramble start at 1 pm and
dinner to follow around 5:30 pm.

Join friends for an
after noon of fun and
fellowship.

Cost per person $60.00 golf and dinner
Dinner only per person $10.00

OUTREACH
MINISTRY

Deadline for sign up for golf and dinner reservations:
August 4th
Payment due at the time of sign up.
Checks can be made out to Central Presbyterian Church

RSVP: Nancy McEwen,
Liz Sibert or the church office.
Payment due with registration.
330 284 7334

As summer begins, Sunday School comes to a
close. I want to say a special thank you to the
teachers and aides that volunteered their time
in the Gateway/Compass classroom. It is such
a blessing to have such caring people to assist
Children’s
with Youth Ministry. There will be lots of acChatter
tivities for all the youth to share in during that
class time on Sundays this summer.
I am looking forward to spending time with
them!
Sunday school will resume on September 8, 2019. I hope you
have a fun and safe summer!!
In Christ’s Love,
Nancy Aguon
Join us
For a movie night!

Central Cinema
Presents:

Save the Date for VBS!

JUNE 26TH IN THE GARDEN
GATES OPEN AT 7:30 PM
MOVIE AT 8:15 PM
POPCORN & SNACKS PROVIDED

July 15th-19th
5:30-8:30pm
If you interested in
volunteering
to run a station or be a
crew leader,
please see Nancy Aguon.

Doings
DEELITES
Madeia Mendenhall is in her kitchen cooking up a storm of different kinds of bread that will available to buy the second Sunday of each month. Flavors of bread include; cinnamon, chocolate/choc chip,
blueberry, chocolate chip/banana, Italian, and pepperoni rolls. These mini-loaves
will be $3.00 per loaf. Proceeds will be applied toward our operating budget deficit.

Perogie

Perogies will be on sale again Sunday, June 2 following worship. The Perogie
Central team is hoping to double its production for that serving. But in order for

this to happen – and to make possible a future city-wide offering of this ultimate “comfort
food” they need more hands. While preparation of perogies is labor intensive, it is not difficult,
and everyone – whether able to stand or sit – will be assigned a role. So whether you’d like to
put perogies together, cook them, pack them, or clean up afterward, there is a place for you.
And what a great way to offer your time and talent in service to our church. If you have any
questions, please contact Dee Mendenhall, Deacon Chairs, Cheryl Lash or Brenda Wise, or
Pastor Larry.

We prepared beef tips (technically; ground beef) and noodles for
the Need A Lunch weekend meals, served with green beans,
tossed salad and bread. We served about 100 guests on Saturday
and gave away all the food that we prepared. The Mother’s Day
Sunday after service lunch, we served about 60 parishioners and
again had enough food prepared for all to enjoy. We received total donations of $210 for the general fund. Char said the beef and noodles tasted just like
when Randy would make it and that she has not had this meal since his passing. Thank
you for everyone’s compliments on the food and thank you for everyone’s support. Please
join us for the meal in June.

Monday

18
Men’s Prayer Grp

25
Men’s Prayer Grp
Faith & Nurture
6:30pm
Compassionate
Friends 7pm

17
Quilters 1pm
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Quilters 1pm
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Congregational
Meeting on the 30th
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6:30pm
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Men’s Prayer Grp

Tuesday
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3
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Aspire
June 17– Aug 14

9
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Deelites
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Perogie Central
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Sunday
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7:30pm
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19
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5
Vineyard II noon

Wednesday
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Session 6:30pm
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7pm Deacons
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Hope Rebekah
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Thursday
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Friday
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Choir Summer
Party
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Ordination
In Columbus

8
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