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I think all of us have been affected to some degree by the fire which devastated large portions of
the legendary Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Several members of our congregation have traveled to
Paris and have enjoyed the privilege of touring this magnificent and sacred architectural gem. For
them, this loss is more personal and poignant. We can only imagine the horror intermingled with
sadness of Parisians and tourists who stood helplessly along the avenues and boulevards as they
watched this structure, which survived 16th century Huguenot vandals, the French Revolution, and
two world wars, literally going up in flames. For the citizens of Paris, and for millions around the
world, this was not merely the loss of an edifice, great as it was. This was a loss of over eight centuries of culture, art, tradition, and sacred history. To think that in a matter of hours, much of this cathedral which took over two hundred years to build was reduced to dust and ash. Few thoughts are
more sobering.
As a theologian and a student of Holy Scripture, I find myself reflecting theologically and Biblically upon this tragic loss. Fundamentally, what was devastated by fire was not merely an architectural wonder, or a repository of sacred artifacts, or a museum of Middle Age European art and craft.
It was and is a house of God, and a place of worship for incalculable multitudes of the faithful over
the course of eight centuries. Even as thousands lined the streets of Paris mourning and weeping,
that “great cloud of witnesses” who surround us – so many of whom offered praise and thanksgiving
to the Lord in that very place -- were joined to them in spirit, sharing their grief and helping bear
their burden on behalf of the Almighty. I can’t help but think of the ancient Israelites who mourned
and grieved the destruction of their temple on two different occasions; in 586 B.C. and again in 70
A.D. Reflecting upon that first destruction of the house of God along with most of Jerusalem, and
the Jews subsequent exile by the Babylonians, the Psalmist laments: “By the rivers of Babylon -- there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered Zion.”
I wonder how many in these recent days have sat along the banks of the Seine River, weeping as
the acrid smell of burned wood and scorched stone continues to fill the air? I wonder how many in
these recent days have sat along the banks of the Seine River looking through tear-filled eyes at the
collapsed roof of the main nave, still remembering and seeing in their mind’s eye the massive spire
which once pointed heavenward, and invited their eyes and thoughts to focus on the Divine. While
we are many miles away – most of us not having had the privilege of physically visiting this magnificent place of worship – we join with the good people of Paris in their mourning and lamentation,
praying for comfort and peace in the midst of this loss. Our prayer might be, in part, that as restorative work proceeds in the years ahead,the people of Paris, and all of us, will gain a new and fresh appreciation of Notre Dame; not as an architectural wonder, nor as a repository of sacred artifacts, nor
as a museum of Middle Age European art and craft. These aspects of Notre Dame are significant, but
not central. May their and our appreciation be for Notre Dame’s ultimate purpose, and that is as a
house of worship; a house of prayer; a house of God. So let it be rebuilt to the glory of the Lord.

We’d like to invite our church family to a graduation celebration in honor of Emma
Fleischaker! Emma will be graduating from Perry High School. She plans to attend
Capital University Conservatory of Music in the fall to study music education. This
summer she will be touring Europe as an exchange student with the Blue Lake International Youth Orchestra.
We are having an open house for her on Saturday, June 1 from 11-2 at our home
(2530 Dogwood Dr. NE, Massillon, 44646). All are welcome! Please RSVP by May 24
with Dan (330-575-3245) or Rachael (330-575-6529). Calling, texting or in person is
great. Hope to see you there!
Thanks so much,

Dear Congregation,
Many thanks to all of you for the donation so
that our students a Aim Academy could attend
the Circus. The all had a wonderful time.
Thanks,
The Staff at Aim Academy

Grace Notes Band
We were greatly inspired and blessed during worship on Palm Sunday, April 14 as the newly-formed Grace Notes Band, under the
leadership of Dan Fleischaker, provided the prelude, anthem,
postlude and accompanied hymns. After only a month of rehearsals, the fourteen piece ensemble was amazingly well-prepared.
During our offering dedication time, Nancy Aguon presented Dan
a new director’s baton in a beautifully engraved box. We extend our heartfelt
thanks to these members of Grace Notes who brought such joy to our worship:
Brooke Hamilton, Anna Rankl (flute), Olivia Fleischaker, Grace Kanipe,
Ellie Steiner (clarinet), Destiny Brewer (alto saxophone), Abram Fleischaker, Kaid Gardiner, Marlene Kanipe, Andy Kennen (trumpet), Craig
Aguon, Evan Rankl (trombone), Greg Baker, Mike Baker (euphonium).

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of March 31, 2019

as of March 31, 2018

YTD Receipts……………………………$ 74,981.32…………………………….$ 76,526.86
YTD Disbursements………………… $ 70,602.58…………………………….$ 88,496.28
YTD Surfeit/Deficit…………………. $ 4,378.74…………………………….$-11,969.42
Operating Fund Balance…………. $ 5,053.65…………………………….$ - 8,772.69
Vision 21.1………………………………$-121,909.57
This is truly REMARKABLE! At the end of the 1st quarter of a fiscal year projecting a $32,000
shortfall, we stand at a surfeit of over $5000! Compare this to a deficit of almost $12,000 at
the end of 1st quarter 2018. Thanks to controlled and careful spending by the church’s leadership, the fundraising efforts of Session ministries and our Board of Deacons, and most importantly, thanks to YOUR astounding generosity, we end our 1st quarter on a very high note. Praise
be to the Lord for God’s goodness expressed through the devoted folks of Central Presbyterian!

Stewardship
of Attendance
March 31………………………. 163
April 7………………………..….170
April 14……………………….....211
April 21…………………………..291
(2 services)

Hospitalized
in April
Don Wassil
Dot Homman
Gloria Armitage
Becky Anderson
Cheryl Anderson

Average…………………..209

Up Coming Baptism
Mark your calendars today for Sunday, May 26. During
worship that morning, Ryan and Ashley Pfeiffer will present
infant daughter Audrey Marie for the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism. A cake reception in Audrey’s honor will be held in
Bickel Hall immediately following the service. Please be in
attendance to witness this wonderful testimony to God’s
love and grace.

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in May
Betty Fleming ------------------- 1
Bonnie Glick--------------------- 1
Will Paisley ---------------------- 1
Barbara Mertes ---------------- 2
Christopher Lill ---------------- 3
Margaret Meek ----------------- 3
Sue McCloskey ----------------- 4
Tina Arbuckle ------------------ 5
Colleen Crowe ------------------ 6
Barbara Cornell ---------------- 8
Julie Hamilton ----------------- 8
Courtney Oberlin -------------- 8
David Simon ------------------- 8
Allie Vignos --------------------- 9
Kirk Kelewae ------------------ 10
Jeanne Henderhan ----------- 10
Glenda Gorius ----------------- 13
David Flores ------------------- 18
Camrynn Bickel --------------- 18
Daniel Rankl ------------------ 19
Chris Picot --------------------- 19
Helen Vukovich --------------- 20
Ray Beck ----------------------- 25
Gail Billman ------------------- 26
Natalie Barlow ---------------- 27
Bob Pribanic ------------------ 27
Bill Indorf --------------------- 28
Kelly Georgiou ---------------- 30
Ian Fleischaker ---------------- 31
Dianne Hammer -------------- 31

Anniversaries in May
Tom & Betty Cliff -------------- 5
Carolyn & Tim Staver --------- 9
Fred & Ann Butler ------------- 11
Darlene & Paul Johanning - --14
Mike & Shannon Baker------ -25
Jonathan & Jennifer Watson 31

Barbara Adams———–———–——————Home
Don Anweiler———— —–—————The Regency
Cheryl Anderson——–———–—————Roselane
Marie Buckey ——–————–--——Summit Acres
Bobbie Borton———————–——————-Home
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—————————Laurels
Barbara Mertes——–——–-Inn at Belden Village
Doris Oberlin————–--——————-Chapel Hill
Jackie Pfeiffer——————-——–——The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Velda Snyder———————–--–———–——Home
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Joanne Williams——The Inn at University Village

Card Ministry
Betty Fleming

Fellowship Hour
Faith & Nurture

Liturgists in May
May 5—Liz Sibert
May 12—Sue Kelewae
May 19—Rich Wilder
May 26—Carl Wise

Greeters in May
May 5-Linda Rankl/Dana Vargo
May 12-Dale &Debbie Smith
May 19– Carol Hauenstein/Rich Wilder
May26-Dave & Linda Pfeiffer

Outreach Highlights
Pentecost Offering June 9
THE PENTECOST OFFERING HELPS OUR YOUTH BEGIN LIFE WITH A STRONG START—A SOLID
FOUNDATION OF FAITH FORMED IN THE FIRST THIRD OF LIFE, FROM CHILDHOOD
THROUGH YOUNG ADULTHOOD.
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church.
The Holy Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing to inspire the
church of today and pointing us to the church of the future. Each year, this celebration is marked by receiving the Pentecost Offering which nurtures the faith of those who are the church to come —children,
youth, and young adults.
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong faith and
service. The patterns and lessons established during these formative years continue to bear fruit
throughout a person’s life. By giving to the Pentecost Offering, your congregation participates in helping
our children, youth, and young adults grow up to proclaim with the Psalmist, “O God, from my youth
you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.”
QUICK FACTS...
 Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to initiate or support programs for
young people in their communities.
 The first Presbyterian Youth Triennium was held in 1980.
 The Day of Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the Church.
 Pentecost is usually represented with the color Red, which symbolizes the fire of
the Holy Spirit.
40% of the Pentecost Offering remains with your congregation to support ministries with children and
youth in your church and local community.
25% supports ministries with youth, ages 12–18, and those called to accompany them.
25% goes to Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) experience.
10% supports the “Educate a Child, Transform the World” national initiative, which was affirmed at
the 221st General Assembly (2014). The goal of this initiative is to motivate and inspire
Presbyterians to better the lives of one million children by 2020.
One Great Hour of Sharing
The Outreach Ministry would like to THANK YOU, the congregation, for giving generously towards the
One Great Hour of Sharing offering which supports the following programs: Disaster Assistance Program, The Hunger Programs, and Self -Development of People.
.
Presbyterian Church USA offers 4 Special Offering throughout the year.
For the year 2018: Your generous giving to these special offerings were as follows;
1. One Great hour of Sharing: $1,497.00
2. Pentecost Offering: $331.00 Outreach ministry designed 40% of the total offering to the work
of ReCOR Program with CommQuest
3. Peace and Global Witnessing Offering: $423: Outreach Ministry designed 25% of the total
offering to the work of the Domestic Violence project in the city of Massillon
4. Christmas Joy offering: $2,697.00

Church Going Green
Did you know that the church does Recycle? The baskets outside the sanctuary are for your discarded bulletins and papers which are recycled weekly by the office staff. Plastic containers, tin
cans, cardboard boxes used in the kitchen are recycled by members to lower our waste leaving the
church. In the kitchen during fellowship hour, more styrofoam cups are being used to lighten the
work of the committee members however several members are looking into recyclable or biodegradable products to lessen the impact on the environment.
What is the difference between recycling and biodegradable? Here are the definitions.
Recycling is the process of turning old used materials into new ones. Through recycling and reusing waste, energy and raw materials are saved. With the continuously
increasing population and use of disposable products and packaging, our finite natural
resources are being depleted at an alarming rate.
Currently less than 25% of our waste is being recycled, with the remaining being buried or incinerated in landfills. This seems absurd when we could be reusing and/or recycling more
than 70% of the waste we produce. Nearly everything we use in our everyday lives can be recycled
including aluminum cans, aluminum foil and bake ware, steel and tin cans used for soup and coffee,
cardboard including milk and juice cartons, magazines, office and newspaper, phone books, most
glass products, plastics bottles, jars, and jugs, car and household batteries, light bulbs, electronics,
and even food. If just half of Americans recycled on a regular basis, it would reduce greenhouse
emission by the same factor as taking 25 million cars off the road. By recycling we could reduce exploitation of natural resources, save money, reduce pollution and waste, and create jobs and boost
the economy.
Biodegradable Definition. A “biodegradable” product has the ability to break
down, safely and relatively quickly, by biological means, into the raw materials of
nature and disappear into the environment. These products can be solids biodegrading into the soil (which we also refer to as compostable), or liquids biodegrading into water. Biodegradable plastic is intended to break up when exposed to microorganisms (a natural ingredient such as cornstarch or vegetable oil is added to
achieve this result). Sustainable disposal of any product requires that its wastes return to the earth
and are able to biodegrade. Nature biodegrades everything it makes back into basic building
blocks, so that new living things can be made from the old. Every resource made by nature returns
to nature - plants and animals biodegrade, even raw crude oil will degrade when exposed to water,
air and the necessary salts. Nature has perfected this system - we just need to learn how to participate in it.
(continued)

By the time many resources are turned into products, however, they have been altered by industry in
such a way that they are unrecognizable to the microorganisms and enzymes that return natural materials to their basic building blocks. Crude oil, for example, will biodegrade in its natural state, but once it
is turned into plastic, it becomes an unsustainable pollution problem. Instead of returning to the cycle
of life, these products simply pollute and litter our land, air and water.
What we as a church must decide: Can we recycle what we should recycle? Plastic, tin cans, aluminum
cans, paper, cardboard and have everyone participate. Use products that are biodegradable to lessen
our impact on the environment and what we dispose of in our trash. You will see recycle bins in the
kitchen area for the plastics, tin, aluminum and cardboard for ease of your help in recycling.

The April Need A Lunch was hugely successful. We made and served Salisbury
steak with double helping of mashed potatoes and green beans covered with
gravy. About 100 guests arrived on a sunny Saturday for a hot meal and fellowship. Roger and Stephanie played their guitars during dinner. The cleanup crew
reported the plates were returned clean. One gentleman serenaded an old
southern hymn in appreciation for dinner. Please join us in the fellowship hall
for the May 5th Worship Need A Lunch Sunday fundraiser. We are planning on making beef
tips and noodles. Thanks for everyone’s support.

USHERS NEEDED
Would you consider giving a few minutes on Sunday mornings to serve as
an usher. Sign-up on the sheet by the elevator door.

Vineyard I-19
The Lenten Vineyard came to a close after following Jesus during His last 24 hours on earth. We
thought we knew everything about the passion of Christ when we began the book “24 Hours that
Changed the World” but we soon realized there was a deeper story. The book and video helped us reflect more deeply on the meaning of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross and the price He paid for
grace. We took a close look at the brokenness of humanity and what it means to take up our cross
each day and follow Jesus. Surely, He is Christ the Victor!
Vineyard attendees: Susan Eitelman, Lead, Debbie Feichter, Tig Schwartz, Denny Printz, Allison Printz,
Marcia Short, Ed Hare, Nancy Hare, Stephanie Beltz, Linda Rankl, Holly Beltz, Lorna Patt, Pauline
Lawrence, Dan Valot, Fred Butler, Ann Butler, Barbara Cornell, Jack Elliott, Carolyn Keenan, Linda
Miller, Dianne Hammer, Sandy Hannan, Tonia Harrington, Rich Wilder.

SAVE THE DATE

Central Presbyterian Church’s 3rd Annual Golf Outing
When: Sunday afternoon August 11th
Where: Lyons Den - Canal Fulton Ohio
What: 18 holes of golf with dinner to follow
Mark your calendar and get your team together for an afternoon of fun and fellowship!
See Nancy McEwen or Liz Sibert for more information.
Registration forms and details will be in the June Communicator.

Items needed for Personal Care Kits
Last fall at our Wonderful Women’s workshop we assembled care
kits and made cards to distribute to the community through the
Door Ministry. It was so well received we would like to continue
putting together these kits but need your help. There is a bin in
the hallway across from the office where we will be collecting donated items (see list below). Designated monetary donations can
also be made to purchase items needed. Also, if you would like to
assist in putting the kits together or making cards to go with these
kits please let Susan Eitelman, Liz Sibert or Char Bickel know. We
would like to put a team together to help keep this worthwhile
project ongoing. Thank you in advance for your support of Central’s efforts to minister to our community.
Men/Women’s Body Wash/Lotion (travel
size)
Shampoo/conditioner (travel size)
Nail files/Nail clippers
Combs
deodorant
toothpaste and toothbrushes

mouthwash
small bottles of hand sanitizer
socks
Chap Stick
feminine products
wet wipes
small packs of Kleenex

Wonderful Women’s Spring Outing
May 24, 2019
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm
On May 24th the Wonderful Women of Central Presbyterian
are invited to enjoy a covered dish dinner in Bickel Hall at
4:30 p.m. Following dinner, we will carpool to the Amish
Country Theater in Berlin for the production of “Seize the
Hay”. Be sure to sign up for an enjoyable evening of food, fellowship and fun! Signup sheets will be on the table by the office or you can call the office to make your reservation.
Ticket cost is $12.00. Payment is due by May15th.
Payment can be made to any member of the Women’s Ministry Core Group or turned
in to the church office.

Summer is coming and we will take a break from Craft Club.
Here are some things we can look forward to in September
when we meet again.
While you are going to yard sales or antique shops, keep your
eye out for old shutters because we will be turning them into
cute snowmen for a porch or fireplace. We may try our hand at wet felting a simple flower
using local wool or painting a pumpkin patch and harvest moon. If you just can’t wait until
September, chat with Ann Butler. She is crocheting simple washcloths for the Door Ministry Hygiene Bags. She will be glad to show you how it’s done.
We always have fun at Craft Club so plan to join us in September and bring your ideas or
just stop by to visit or help out. See you soon and have a wonderful summer!

Hope Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, May 9,
at 9:30 a.m. in Bickel Hall. Our hostesses for this
meeting are Joyce Hamilton, Gail Kincaid and Lorna Patt. Sandy Dodgens will be leading
our Bible Study on Judas Iscariot, "Turning Away". The lesson is on Page 42
of the Study Book and is based on Matthew 26:14-30, 47-50 and Matthew 27:1-10. It is helpful to read the Scripture Passage before the
meeting. Hope to see everyone back for this meeting!

HOPE REBEKAH CIRCLE

Doings
Madeia Mendenhall is in her kitchen cooking up a storm of
different kinds of bread that will available to buy the second Sunday of each month. Flavors of bread include; cinnamon, chocolate/choc chip, blueberry, chocolate chip/
banana, Italian, and pepperoni rolls. These mini-loaves will
be $3.00 per loaf. Proceeds will be applied toward our operating budget deficit.
Perogie Central opened on Sunday, April 7 to an overwhelming response!
Fifty-six dozen perogies were sold out within ten minutes!
Perogie
This project sponsored by our Board of Deacons, and under the leaderCentral ship of Dee Mendenhall, aims to raise funds to help cover the deficit
in our annual operating budget. Over $400 was raised in their first effort. Perogies will be on sale again Sunday, June 2 following worship.
The Perogie Central team is hoping to double its production for that
serving. But in order for this to happen – and to make possible a future
city-wide offering of this ultimate “comfort food” [we already have approval of the Massillon
Health Department], they need more hands. Over several Sundays, there will be inserts in our
Sunday bulletins inviting you to join the team. While preparation of perogies is labor intensive, it is not difficult, and everyone – whether able to stand or sit – will be assigned a role. So
whether you’d like to put perogies together, cook them, pack them, or clean up afterward, there
is a place for you. And what a great way to offer your time and talent in service to our church.
If you have any questions, please contact Dee Mendenhall, Deacon Chairs Cheryl Lash or
Brenda Wise, or Pastor Larry. We extend our gratitude to those who were part of the first
Perogie Central team for their long hours of loving labor: Bonnie Baltzer, Kelly Fogle,
CherylLash, Martha McDonald, Madeia Mendenhall, Melissa Price, Morgan
Price, Barbara Rolls, Cornelia Warstler, Sue Wesley, Jan Williams.

Spring flower sale
Beautiful flowers to plant or hanging pots that will spruce up your porch or patio will be offered
again this year. These flowers come from Pettiti’s Garden Center and will be delivered May 20
just in time for Memorial Day. There is a variety to choose from: Begonias, Snapdragons, geraniums, petunias, impatiens or marigold, or combo baskets. Hanging baskets range from $16 to
$23. Flats of 24 at $16 and flats of 10 - 4” pots at $23. See the flyer in the Bulletin on Sunday
or you may call the church office to order.
DEADline to order is May 14th.
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

