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PASTOR’S NOTES
I am happy to report that we are presently enjoying what I would call a “season of abundance.”As you can see from the financial snapshot which is featured elsewhere in “The Communicator,” overall contributions through the first eight months of 2019 significantly exceed
expenses. The pledged giving portion of those contributions is six percent higher than was
expected at this point in the year. And the efforts of those individuals who and groups
which have organized and led various fund raising initiatives have added significantly to this
positive financial situation. So I begin with a huge THANK YOU! The generosity of your
hearts is fully funding the ministries and mission of Central. We bear in mind that at the
end of the day, it is the Lord who is most to be praised as His Spirit works in and through
this awesome community of faith!
I and other leaders of the church -- even as we give praise and thanksgiving -- marvel and
wonder at what is certainly miraculous provision, especially in light of our projection that by
this time of the year, our operating budget would be in deficit well over $20,000! Could it
be that there is a spiritual principle underlying this abundance which is being realized here
at Central? We read in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian Church: “The point is this:
the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.” [some translate “sows/reap generously”]
(9:6) This has been called “principle of harvest.” It is a simple principle based on the agricultural truth that the amount of harvest reaped is in proportion to the amount of seed
sown. Gordon McDonald of the National Christian Foundation, a benevolent donor support
network, writes this: “The financial gifts of the generous giver, like seed, initiate a process
toward harvest. Great giving invites great harvests. Cautious, reluctant, or grudging giving yields meager harvests.”
Within this principle of harvest lies yet another aspect of God’s miraculous provision.
That is multiplication. While the science of agriculture teaches that a single seed grows into
a single plant, that single plant will itself yield enough seed for many more plants. From a
single seed, over time and under the right conditions, an entire field can be someday harvested. It follows that from many single seeds, the yield at harvest is almost beyond comprehension. It’s like that with our benevolent giving. The seed that we harvest is combined
with other seeds, which together yield a return that can be called nothing less than miraculous. This principle is clearly operative in our giving to the work of the Lord through the
ministries and mission of Central Presbyterian.

In this season of stewardship emphasis, as we prayerfully consider how we will respond to
the Lord’s call to serve with our offerings of treasure, talent and time, I would simply advise
that we stay on course. That is a course of generosity; of bountiful sowing with an eye to the
promise of a bountiful harvest. Please continue to sow your seed generously and faithfully.
For the seeds you sow are making it possible for us realize and celebrate a harvest of God’s
grace – feeding the hungry; helping the homeless; clothing the naked; caring for the downtrodden; bringing hope to the despairing; in short, making Jesus alive to the needy of our
city. Let’s call it a response to Jesus’words in Matthew 25: “….for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me.” McDonald closes his article with this final thought:
“Remember, the soil is good, the climate is perfect. And the giver of the increase (our Father) is ready to provide the harvest.”

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of August 31, 2019

as of August 31, 2018

YTD Receipts………………………………. $ 197,349.56…………………………$ 207,543.88
YTD Disbursements…………..…………..$ 186,130.83…………………...…...$ 216,991.22
YTD Surfeit/Deficit……….……………….$ 11,218.73…………………….……$ - 9,447.34
Operating Fund Balance……...…………$ 11,893.64……………………….…$ - 6,250.61
Vision 21.1………………..…………………..$-113,059.57……………..…………..$ - 75,173.66
Our financial snapshot at eight months into fiscal year 2019 is nothing short of phenomenal!
Compared to this time last year, while total receipts are down by a little over $10,000, total expenses are down by over $30,000, due largely to the closure of PALS. As a result, where our operating budget was showing a deficit of almost $10,000 at this time last year, we are currently in
surfeit over $11,000. A significant portion of our receipts to date represent fund raising efforts
on the parts of many individuals and groups in the church. Beyond that, it is evident that members of our congregation are giving well beyond their pledge. To all, THANK YOU!!! Let the
Lord be praised for the generous hearts of God’s people!

Stewardship
of Attendance
September
September 1…………………….. 158
September 8……..………..……..158
September 15………………….… 171
September 22…………...……….181

Hospitalized
in September
Dorothy Beck

Velda Snyder

Alice Shaffer

Doug Beery

Average……………………….167

Sending Our Sympathies
As a church family, we gather in prayer around those who have recently lost loved ones.
To Karen and Tom Sibert, Jim Sibert, family and friends of Timothy Fogle who entered Christ’s
glory on August 18 following an extended illness. He was 70 year of age. Services were conducted
for Tim on August 22 at Paquelet & Arnold-Lynch Funeral Home with Dr. Roger Alber officiating.
Interment will be at Rose Hill Memorial Gardens.
To family and friends of Alice Shaffer who was reunited with her beloved Bud on September 14
at the age of 92. Services were conducted for Alice in our sanctuary on September 23 with Pastor
Larry officiating and Leigh Conti providing ministry of music.
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” -- Psalm 46:1

Report from the August Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on August 29, 2019 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Liz Sibert, Carrie Paisley, Debbie Feichter, Byron Lash, Ann
Butler, Fred Butler, Dana Vargo, Dennis Printz, Scott Vignos, Leslie Picot, and Kenn Kanipe. Also
in attendance was Deacon Representative Julie Hamilton. Elder Feichter offered devotions
followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved motion to appoint Byron Lash as Clerk pro tem.
* Approved minutes of the June 20, 2019 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved Pastor Samantha Eubank as guest preacher on September 22, 2019, and Rev. Matt
Skolnik as guest preacher on October 13, 2019.
* Approved motion to remove Gloria Armitage from the church rolls due to death.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the June Session meeting.
He reported 9 hospital visitations, 11 nursing home visitations and 1 home visitations. He
interviewed/counseled 82 Door Ministry clients, conducted 2 baptisms and 1 funeral, attended 4
church committee meetings, and led 8 Sunday worship services. Several other activities were
noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $16,166.28 as
of July 31, 2019.
* Upon motion in July, Session electronically gave approval for a liquor license for Paradigm Shift
Brewery, as required by the Division of Liquor Control.
* Upon motion in August, Session electronically approved the hiring of Carl Wise as Interim
Custodian.
* General discussions regarding business of ministry teams and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Death of Gloria Armitage (7/22/19)
* Holy Communion served on July 7, 2019 to 134 and on August 4, 2019 to 126 communicants
respectively.
Respectfully Submitted by Byron Lash, Clerk pro tem

Report from the September Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on September 19, 2019 with Rev.
Larry Lalama moderating. Ruling Elders in attendance were Ann Butler,
Fred Butler, Debbie Feichter, Liz Sibert, Dana Vargo, Dale Smith, Don
McDonald, Kenn Kanipe, Rich Wilder, Carrie Paisley, and Byron Lash.
Also in attendance was Deacon representative Sue Wesley. Pastor Larry
offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and
opening prayer.
General Business
* Approved appointment of Byron Lash as Clerk pro tem.
* Approved minutes of the August 29, 2019 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved removal of Alice Shaffer from the church rolls due to death.
* Approved request from Amber Barlow to use Bickel Hall for a quarter auction of the YMCA
gymnastics team on Saturday, May 2, 2020.
* Approved application for liquor license request from soon-to-open restaurant at 48 2nd Street
SE in Massillon.
* Approved CRE Mike Baker as guest preacher on November 17, 2019.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the August Session meeting.
He reported 2 hospital visitations, 2 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He interviewed/counseled 50 Door Ministry clients, officiated 1 wedding, attended 4 church committee
meetings, and led 3 Sunday worship activities. Other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $11,893.64
as of August 31, 2019.
* General discussions regarding upcoming vineyards, Founder’s Day, excellent work by both
Nancy Aguon and Carl Wise, upstairs hallway carpet installation, stripping of floor in Bickel
Hall, Trunk-or-Treat at Rec. Center, Peacemaking Offering, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on September 1, 2019 to 134 communicants.
* Death of Alice Shaffer (9/14/19)
Respectfully Submitted by Byron Lash, Clerk pro tem

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in October
Vicki Datkuliak ----------------- 1
Tom Madaffer ------------------ 2
Ashley Lamb -------------------- 2
Linda Rankl -------------------- 3
Jim Snively --------------------- 4
Leo Vignos ---------------------- 6
Ed Hare ------------------------- 9
Susan Eitelman---------------- 11
Sydney Price ------------------ 11
Riley Price --------------------- 11
Bill Walrath -------------------- 12
Tom Sibert -------------------- 13
Cheryl Lash ------------------- 19
Lorinda Kanipe --------------- 20
Olivia Fleischaker ------------- 21
Jack Vignos -------------------- 22
Dennis Rankl ----------------- 24
Robin Hauenstein ------------ 24
Pamela Werner ---------------- 25
Mike Baker -------------------- 26
Marlene Kanipe ---------------28
Bob Oberlin ------------------- 29
Jean Kidd——————————30

Anniversaries in October
Don and Carrie Rankl -------- 2
Martha and Don McDonald -- 8
Jane and Chuck Sypolt -------- 8
Bonnie and Bud Baltzer ------ 16
Ray & Dorothy Beck ---------- 16
Robert and Karen Houchins - 16
Tom and Karen Sibert ------- 19
Melanie and John Sypolt ---- 24
Melissa and Doug Price ------ 29
Bob and Becky Oberlin ----- 30
Dawn and Steven Slagle ----- 31

Barbara Adams———–———–——————Home
Cheryl Anderson——–———–———–-——Home
Ron Armitage ———--—Inn at University Village
Marie Buckey ——–————–--——Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—————————Home
Judy Loar————————————————Home
Barbara Mertes——–——–-———-Green Meadow
Jackie Pfeiffer——————-——–——The Regency
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Velda Snyder———————–--–———–——Home

Card Ministry
Sandy Dodgens

Men’s Study Group

Liturgists in October
Stew Fryer—October 6
Charla Paulus—October 13
Mike Cosgrove—October 20
Byron Lash—October 27
Greeters in October
Polly Thompson & Jean Mummertz—October 6
Marcia Short & Carl Wise—October 13
Marcia & Bill Indorf—October 20
Ray Beck & Gail Kincaid—October 27

Outreach Highlights

Peace and Global Witness Offering
The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be celebrated on World Communion Sunday October 6 th.
Central Presbyterian Church will retain 25% which will go to The Family Living Center Homeless Shelter. The shelter provides up to 90 days of emergency housing for Stark County families
and single women. The program includes a wide array of supportive services. Food, clothing, counseling, instructional programs, tutoring, job training, a savings program, employment assistance are
delivered by a dedicated and caring staff and are an integral part of the FLC’s Shelter Program. The
objective of the program is to break the cycle of poverty by empowering each family with the necessary skills to eventually attain the ability to function in an independent living arrangement and
maintain independent housing.
Please give generously to the Peace and Global Witness Offering.
“Peace at all times in all ways” 2 Thessalonians 3:16

As part of the church budget, Outreach Ministry designates a quarterly giving to the Presbyterian
Church USA for Presbyterian Mission. Our total budget for PCUSA is divided to support the Muskingum Presbytery, The Synod and the General Presbyterian Mission. The largest portion remains
with the Muskingum Presbytery. We received the following thank you letter from Presbyterian Mission of the PCUSA.
“On behalf of Presbyterian Mission, we express our appreciation to you, your pastor, session, and
congregation for your gracious and faithful support of our ministries. During July (2rd Quarter)
we received the following gifts from your church. We received $300 for Shared mission support
and $250 for the Theological Education Fund.” This is how we support the work of mission across
the country and globally.

Looking forward The Outreach Ministry is in preparation for the Christmas Season.
We are looking for volunteers to RING THE BELL for the Massillon Salvation Army on December 7 beginning at 10 AM to 7 PM.
Our location is the Massillon Marketplace Walmart. If you are willing to work a 2-hour shift, we
would like at least 2 persons per shift but will pair a single person with another volunteer. The Salvation Army provides the kettle and bells to ring.
Depending on the weather, please dress warm as you will be standing outside the main doors of the
Walmart.
If you are interested in RINGING THE BELL for the Salvation Army complete the form below
and return to the church office
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to RING THE BELL for the Salvation Army on Saturday December 7: I have indicted
the hours that I would like to volunteer.
Name(s): __________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________________________
10AM – 12noon ______________________________________________________
12 noon to 2 PM ______________________________________________________
2 PM to 4 PM ________________________________________________________
4 PM to 6 PM________________________________________________________
6 PM to 7 PM________________________________________________________

Trunk or Treat

Children’s
Chatter

Central is participating in Trunk or Treat at the Massillon Rec
Center. It will be held on Thursday, October 24, 2019 from
6:00pm-8:00pm. If anyone is interested in volunteering to help
pass out candy at the event or for more information, please see
Nancy Aguon.

Grace Notes Band
On Sunday, December 15th, the Grace Notes Band will perform during the
worship service. Rehearsals will last one hour, starting at 4pm on Sunday
afternoons, with dinner to follow. Rehearsals will begin November 3rd
through December 1st. If you are interested in being a part of the band, 7th
grade to adult, please see Dan Fleischaker or Nancy Aguon. Thank you!
Youth Ministry is changing October into SOCKTOBER!
Throughout this month, youth volunteers will be in the narthex collecting
pairs of new or gently used socks, before worship. These socks will be donated to Central's clothing closet. Our goal is 250 pairs of socks! Then on
October 27th, join us after worship for snacks and fellowship as we celebrate a successful SOCKTOBER with a SOCK HOP!!

Halloween Decorations Scavenger Hunt
October 19th at 11AM
Beginning at Central
Teams will venture through the neighborhood, finding homes displaying
the specific Halloween decorations on the their list. Snap a picture and
send it back to home base to collect points. The team with the most
points will win a prize. Teams may include up to four people. ( Yes, you
may wear costumes! ) Head back to Central after the hunt to play
some Halloween games and enjoy lunch and treat. If interested, a sign up sheet is in
the hallway, across from the nursery. Please see Nancy Aguon for more information.

“The power of the bended knee”
Vineyard IV

Becoming a Woman of Prayer
(A Vineyard for women of all ages)
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable
things you do not know”. Jeremiah 33:3
“So often we think of prayer as something we do to break through to God
and get his attention. Intimacy with God is actually His idea. He has taken
the initiative, and prayer is His gift to us. It is an opportunity to embrace
His invitation by calling, crying and singing to him. Prayer is our response
to the One who has proclaimed His desire to be in a relationship with us. In
Becoming a Woman of Prayer, Cynthia Heald encourages us to respond to
God’s invitation to experience deeper intimacy with Him.”
We all have questions about prayer: How should I pray? Why isn’t God
answering my prayer? Why is it necessary for us to pray? Can the Holy
Spirit help me pray? These and many other questions and wonderings will
be discussed during this study.
We will meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 at the church starting October
21st and continuing through November. A sign-up sheet will be on the hall
table outside the office or contact the church office or Susan Eitelman.
Sign ups will close Sunday, October 6th.

October Craft Club
How can fall get any better? Perhaps adding a few adorable owls to your decor might be a
nice touch. We will be making these cute and simple owls at our next Craft Club on October
14th at 6:30 in Bickel Hall. Please bring scissors and glue gun. If you have any material
scraps that you would like to use, please bring them. If not, material will be available. You
should be able to make two or three owls. A pattern will be provided so you can continue to
make more at home. There is no cost for this project. Sign-up sheet and samples are in the
hall outside of the office.
If you would like to make the FALL sign from the September meeting, materials will be
available ($8.00) or bring your unfinished signs and complete them at the meeting.
I know it will be one HOOT of a fun meeting!

Hope Rebekah
Circle

Hope Rebekah Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. in Bickel
Hall on Thursday, October 10. Hostesses for this
meeting are Jean Mummertz, Barb Cornell and Debbie
Feichter. Jean Mummertz will be leading us in our morning
devoions. Our lesson is the final lesson in our current Study Book, The Twelve
Disciples - "Three Others", Luke 18:18-30. Please remember to bring items for
the Church Pantry and Door Ministry. Hope to see all of you there! All women
of Central Church are invited to attend Circle Meetings - you will be warmly welcomed!!

Doings

CPC Card Party

Bring your friends or come yourself. We will play Euchre,
Gin Rummy, Bridge, Hearts or any card game you enjoy.
Wednesday, October 23rd
1:00 pm
Memorial Room
Dessert (pie) and snacks provided
Transportation if needed
Contact the church office if you plan to attendd

Congratulations…
To the Central Men’s Golf Team. The team won the “2019 Massillon Area Church Golf

League Championship”. The league consists of ten teams from
area churches. Team member are: Roger Sibert, Seth Sibert, Tom Sibert,
Kevin Sibert and Ron Fogle.

VINEYARD III-19
Vineyard III has opened as of Sunday, September 29 and will continue through October 20. This
vineyard is exploring the history of the Christian faith using an excellent A&E video series called
“Christianity: The First Two Thousand Years.” Vineyard III will be treating only the first thousand. Participants in this vineyard include Jack Elliott, Tonia Harrington, Corey Aguon,
Craig Aguon, Don Wesley, Sue Wesley, Doris Oberlin, Polly Thompson, Tig Swartz,
Carolyn Kennen, Fred Butler, Ann Butler, Kenn Kanipe, Don McDonald, Char
Bickel, Debbie Feichter, Linda Rankl, and Pastor Larry [running the projector]. If you’ve
not attended the first session but are interested in being part of the group, just show up for week
two, or three……

Socktober Sock Hop
after worship.
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

