PASTOR’S NOTES
Upon returning from vacation, my initial question to the office staff is: “Did anything major
happen while I was away?” I’m then typically brought up-to-date on any illnesses, accidents, hospitalizations, or other pastoral concerns within our church family during my absence. I was
delighted to learn that nothing major happened over the course of the two weeks I was gone…..
with one exception.
As many of you are aware, my g-mail account was “hacked” (another way of saying “broken
into”), and a bogus message circulated among all my contacts that I was soliciting donations of
Google Play Cards for cancer patients. I’ve since learned that these are cards which are purchased
at local retailers and provide access to apps, games, music, movies, books, etc. My guess is that
the scammer’s intent is to turn these cards into cash through resale. Ironically, I don’t even use my
g-mail account, using instead our church based e-mail account through MCTV. In an effort to nip
this scam in the bud, the church sent out a mass e-mail to our membership warning everyone not to
respond. I also sent a group message on Facebook Messenger to all my friends alerting them of this
scam. I am now in the process of changing my g-mail password or perhaps closing the account entirely.
There are a few things I’d like to say about this unfortunate matter. The first is a huge THANK
YOU! Trusting as you are, and so anxious to be of help to others in need, and so willing to respond to
what you believed was a legitimate request from your pastor, many of you acted immediately and
purchased cards. I am saddened that you were inconvenienced, and that a few of you even
lost money in your effort to be supportive. My prayer is that your losses will be fully restored, and
that the Lord’s blessings in your life will be multiplied. As your pastor, I couldn’t be more touched
than to know how ready and willing you were to step up for me in what appeared to be a bona
fide need.
Second, sadly, we live in a day when acts of robbery have become technically sophisticated and
increasingly diabolical. 21st century thieves operate in cyberspace where they have access to the
identities, information and resources of hundreds of millions of potential victims. At this point,
law enforcement is clearly incapable of staying ahead of this modern crime spree, the perpetrators of
which are almost impossible to find, let alone prosecute. The person or persons who hacked my
e-mail and circulated the bogus request could have been operating from anywhere on the globe.
To make matters worse, those victimized by these scams are most often kind, caring, benevolent and
trusting folk. The tragedy in this is that such crimes begin to chip away at the level of trust, forcing
kind, caring and benevolent folk to become suspicious, hesitant, and jaded.
This leads into a third point which poses a question: Who and what can we trust? Especially

after being “once stung,” people who desire to help tend to draw inward in self-protection; and who
could blame them. So when a legitimate need comes before them, they are more likely to
question its legitimacy, and even to question the legitimacy of one making a request. And again,
who could blame them. I wish I had an easy answer for this, but I don’t. Especially for those of my
age demographic who may not be technologically savvy or wise in the ways of modern communication, the issue of cybercrime is particularly threatening. We are most often the hapless victims.
The last thing we want to hear is that we have to educate ourselves; to be more careful and vigilant;
to be more suspicious and less willing to accept things at face value. But the reality in which we live
requires us to make adjustments; even those which rub against the very grain of who we are as
kind, caring and benevolent folks.
As I reflect upon this Biblically and theologically, words of Jesus come to mind. In his gospel,
Matthew provides an account in chapter 10 of Jesus sending His twelve apostles into the mission
field, giving them “authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every
disease and every sickness.” After providing some logistical instructions, Jesus warns: “See,
I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves.” I think this specific admonition has a broader application. As Christian
disciples, we are called to mission; to acts of caring and healing; to perform deeds of kindness and
mercy, just as the first apostles were. Yet the world into which they were - and we are - called is a
hardscrabble environment. While we are called to sow seeds of Christian fruit, we must appreciate
the rockiness and difficulty of the soil into which we sow. While we are to bring our faith and trust
to this work [innocent as doves], we are also to carry with us healthy suspicion and realistic assessment [wise as serpents] of the field; the world. Perhaps Jesus is teaching that we are given both a
heart and a head, and are to use both; to strike a balance; in a word, to exercise discernment. This
is not an easy balance toachieve, but a necessary one for the well-beings of those we seek to help,
and for our own.
Coming full circle, if you get an e-mail from me (or from anyone for that matter) soliciting aid,
please investigate further. Rather than being twice shy for having been once stung, contact me and
ask questions. I welcome your inquiries. And if it is indeed a bogus request or an attempted scam,
we can get our arms around it right away so avoiding any damage or loss. There is nothing ungodly
in simply being careful. Thank you all again for your willingness to help and your desire to support
my ministry. This means the world to me! And as the Lord looks upon the good intentions of your
heart, God will bless you with the gift of wisdom and discernment, especially in the face of this
hardscrabble world we are called to serve. Grace and peace!

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of July 31, 2019

as of July 31, 2018

YTD Receipts…………………………………….$ 181,082.22………………………..$ 187,086.01
YTD Expenditures……………………………..$ 165,590.85………………… …..$ 190,537.18
YTD Surfeit/Deficit……………………………$ 15,491.37………………………..$ - 3,451.17
Operating Fund Balance……….……………$ 16,166.28………………………..$ - 254.44
Vision 21.1 Balance…………………..…….....$ -113,209.57……………….………$ - 41,085.23

Phenomenal! Thank you for your generous,
faithful giving toward the ministries of CPC!

Stewardship
of Attendance
July & August
July 7……………………….…..147
July 14…………………...…….191
July 21………………………….164
July 28…………………………195
Average…………………….174

Hospitalized
in July & August

David Pfeiffer
David Rankl
Karen King

Velda Snyder
Melissa Price
Lorna Patt

Aug 4……………………….…..143
Aug 11…………………………..169
Aug 18………………….……...133
Aug 25…………………………..129
Average…………………..144

News from Human Resources…
Human Resources Ministry with the concurrence of Session is pleased to
announce the hiring of Carl Wise to serve Central as our interim custodian. Carl will be providing janitorial services along with light maintenance duties. He assumed his duties in mid-August. We are happy to welcome Carl to the CPC staff!

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in September
Lynn Heiser -----------1
Lois Werner ---------- 5
Nancy Putt ------------ 8
Ethan Craddock ------ 9
Karen Houchins ------ 9
Richard Slabaugh ----- 9
Piper Werner ---------- 9
Linda Contrael ------- 11
Doug Beery ----------- 12
Olivia Aguon --------- 12
Will Beltz ------------- 12
Heather Vignos ------ 13
Jennifer Watson ----- 13
Char Bickel ----------- 15
Donna Burau -------- 16
Kelly Hamilton ------ 18
Lian Sidharta -------- 18
Nancy Aguon --------- 19
Gary Miller ----------- 19
Hollie Beltz ----------20
Quincy Davis --------- 21
Sue Kelewae --------- 21
Janice Swan --------- 21
Scott McCamish ----- 22
Lisa Smitherman ---- 26
Jan Cotterman ------ 28

Anniversaries in September
David and Linda Rankl ------- 7
Lynn and David Heiser ------- 8
Scott and Heather Vignos --- 19
Gail and Kenneth Billman --- 29

Barbara Adams———–———–——————Home
Cheryl Anderson——–———–———–-——Home
Ron Armitage ———--—Inn at University Village
Marie Buckey ——–————–--——Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—————————Home
Judy Loar————————————————Home
Barbara Mertes——–——–-———-Green Meadow
Jackie Pfeiffer——————-——–——The Regency
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Alice Shaffer————————————The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Velda Snyder———————–--–———–——Home

Card Ministry
Gail Billman

Fellowship Hour
Quilters

Liturgists in September
Carrie Paisley—September 1
John Beltz—September 8
Rosie Sikorsky—September 15
Barb Cornell—September 22
Dale Smith—September 29

Greeters in September
Dave & Linda Pfeiffer—Sept. 1
Karen Norris & Carrie Paisley– Sept. 8
Bea King & Betty Fleming—Sept. 15
Judy Miday & Rosie Sikorsky—Sept. 22

We send our condolences to Ron and Robin Armitage on the passing of Gloria Armitage who
was released into eternal glory on July 22 at the age of 95. Services were conducted for Gloria
on July 26 at Atkinson-Feucht-Hare Funeral Home with Pastor Larry officiating. Interment
followed at Sunset Hills Burial Park.
We extend our sympathies to Maria, Doug and Zoe Beery on the passing of Maria’s mother
Wretha Swinehart who went home to Jesus on July 30. Wretha was 78 years of age.
“You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Amighty,
will will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”
- Psalm 91:1-2

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING

* Sept 1st – Oct 6th, 2019
The Peace and Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. This special offering
allows us to create resources for dealing with conflict and provide nurturing reconciliation
and stand in support of our global sisters and brothers, because the Peace of Christ belongs
to people everywhere.
50% of the offering is used by Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness
25% of the offering is retained by mid council for ministries of peace and reconciliation
25% of the offering is retain by Central Presbyterian Church and will go towards a local
mission/outreach project
Peace and Global Witness Offering will be celebrated on World Communion Sunday – October
6th. Please give generously to this offering.
“Peace

at all times in all ways” 2 Thessalonians 3:16

Outreach Highlights
Pentecost Offering was taken in early June with the church retaining 40% of the total offering for a project of our choosing. Outreach Ministry designated our 40% of the offering total to
go towards the purchase of personal care items. The women’s ministry began with the creation
of the personal care kits about a year ago. The kits have been well received by the people coming to the Door Ministry for assistance. We would like to continue the distribution of the personal care kits through the Door Ministry. With the money from the Pentecost Offering, we will
continue to purchase personal care items to put together as the kits. In 2019 total offering was
$615.00 with $246.00 going to purchase the items needed for the personal care kits.

Back to School program:
Over the month of July, Outreach collected school supplies for
students as they prepare to return to school this fall. A big
“Thank You” to all who donated to our Back to School program. We took 14 backpacks and over 9 bags of various school
supplies. We had a good selection of items from notebooks,
pencils, crayons, glue sticks, folders, rulers, scissors, erasers,
and loose paper packs. We received the following from the Salvation Army:
“We are writing to express our deepest thanks for the recent donation of school items to The
Salvation Army of Massillon for our Back to School program. As you know, these items will
help us to provide backpacks, school supplies and shoe vouchers to the children of our community as they prepare to head back to school. With this contribution, you’ve shown a deep commitment to our work of helping those who find themselves in seemingly hopeless situations. It
is thanks to the generosity of individuals like you that we can continue our mission to help
those in need. We at the Salvation Army are continually inspired by the dedication of donors
like yourselves who answer the call to give again and again.”

Golf Outing Summary:
A big Thanks to all who participated in the 3rd Annual Golf outing held on August 11 at the Canal Fulton Lyons Den Golf Course. This was the Outreach Ministry fundraiser for the general
budget deficit.

In summary, we had total of 32 golfers participating and all
had a great time. We were able to begin in a modified shot gun
start which allowed us to finish about the same time. Winning
team was Team 3 with players Fred Butler, Ron Swartz, Vic
Valli, and Steve Ingram with a score of 63. We had 4 golf hole
sponsors including Brenda Wise, KW legacy Realtor, Enhanced
Consulting Services, Roger and Liz Sibert, Men’s Study Group,
and Debbie Feichter. We had 4 proximity prizes: Longest Drive was won by Aaron Graber,
Longest Putt was won by Fred Butler, Closest to the Pin was won by Aaron Graber and a fun
proximity of Longest Drive with a marsh-mallow was won by Steve Ingram.
Dinner of sausage with pepper/onions, rigatoni, fruit salad and vegetables and dip with a variety of desserts provided by Cathy Evans, Debbie Feichter, Char Bickel and Liz Sibert and
assistance with serving by Tina Drobney and Debbie Feichter. Our profit for the outing was
$1226.00 to support the general budget. We had a 50/50 raffle which raised $154.00. Roger
Huth was the winner and graciously donated the winning amount back to the raffle. We designated the money from the raffle to help with the purchase of personal care items to help fill
our personal care kits that are given out with the Door ministry.

Hope Rebekah Circle will resume meeting on Thursday, September 12 at 9:30 a.m. in
Bickel Hall. Our hostesses for this meeting are Bonnie Craven, Margaret Guleff, Dianne Hammer and
Carolyn Kennen. Dianne will also lead our morning Devotions. Our Bible Study is the last lesson in our
Study Book, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, entitled "Three Others - Faithful to the End", on Page 46. At
our business meeting we will be deciding on a new Bible Study Book, and the Circle yearbook will be
available. Let’s begin this new season with a full circle, and all women of Central Presbyterian Church
are invited to be a part of this group. Hope to see you there!

Vineyard III-19 Opening Soon!
Have you ever wondered how the early church was formed?
Have you ever wondered how the books of the New Testament were chosen?
Have you ever wondered how the church survived widespread persecution?
Have you ever wondered how and when the religion of Islam came to be?
Have you ever wondered how the great Roman Empire fell?
Have you ever wondered how the holy office of pope came to be?
These questions, and many more, will be addressed in an upcoming vineyard on the history of
Christianity. This vineyard will be a video presentation of the A&E series “Christianity: The First
Two Thousand Years.” We will cover the first thousand years over a four session span beginning on
Sunday. September 29 at 3 p.m. in the Memorial Room theater. Each session will be around an
hour. If you are a serious student of history, or just curious about the above questions and others,
contact Pastor Larry or the church office to be a part of this sure to be informative vineyard. All ages
are invited. This may be especially helpful for middle and high school students, and sonto-be Confirmation students.
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Sunday school will begin for all classes on September 8th. Gateway/Compass will
still meet after Children's Chat until the end of worship.
This will be Step-Up Sunday recognition for children “graduating” to a
new class.
Horizon will now meet after Children's Chat until the end of worship in room 201.
Horizon will not have class the first Sunday of each month. Instead, the youth are
encouraged to take part in Communion and experience worship with their church
family.

Throughout the month of October, our youth will be collecting
new or gently used socks. They will be donating to Central's
Clothing Closet. Adult Men's socks are the greatest need at this
time.

Have you ever
thought about……
Nursery Volunteers
Rewards:
* instant hero status
* hugs & kisses galore



sharing God’s word?



connecting with really cool kids?



making a difference in a child’s life?

* exercise during worship
* all the goldfish crackers you can eat
* playing with really cute kids

Be a Sunday School
Teacher!

GREAT IDEA!!

Calling All Wonder(ful) Women of Central Church
The time is NOW to register for our Fall Women’s Retreat
Event Date– Saturday, September 28th from 9am – 4pm
Meeting Venue – The Five Oaks Massillon Women’s Club
Retreat Leader – The workshop will be facilitated by Pastor Samantha (Sibert)
Eubank. Sam is the daughter of Roger and Liz Sibert and serves at Legacy Church
in Pickerington, OH where she lives with her husband Alex and their three boys.
In her free time, she enjoys spending time with her family, cooking, reading, writing and cheering for Cleveland sports teams.
Cost - $15.00 which includes a continental breakfast and lunch
*Please join us as together we will spend a day studying God’s word and encouraging
one another so we can walk away reflecting our God and magnifying Him in all we do.
Please fill out the form below and return to the church office or a committee
Member with $15.00 (make checks payable to Central Presbyterian Church)
by Sunday, September 22nd.
Name_______________________________________________
Ph #________________________email____________________
Friends attending
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

*Please note if you have any allergy/food restrictions___________________

“I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength”
Philippians 4:13

FOUNDER’S DAY
Mark your calendars today for Founders Day, 2019, which will be
celebrated on Sunday, September 22. Our morning worship will be
led by youth of our church family, and will welcome daughter of the
church Samantha Sibert Eubank who will deliver our Founder’s Day
message. Sam was ordained earlier this summer to the ministry of
word at Legacy Church in Pickerington, Ohio. Also during
worship, we will be honoring two groups: our fifty year and plus
members, and those who have been members of Central for
twenty five to forty nine years.

Central Craft Club

is back for the
upcoming seasons and holidays and we have some interesting
ideas and crafts to bring to you. More importantly, this is an
opportunity for us to reach out and invite our neighbors,
friends and family to join us each month for fun and fellowship.
It seems that wood signs are definitely trending so we will be
creating a FALL sign to add to your decor. Everything you
need to decorate will be provided including hand-felted leaves
and you will have an opportunity to make your own acorns. You are welcome to bring your
own decorations as well.
We will meet on the third Monday each month. September’s meeting is on Monday, September 16th at 6:30 pm in Bickel Hall. Please bring small pointed scissors, glue gun, ruler, black
magic marker and pencil. The cost is $8.00. Please sign up at the table in the hall outside the
church office where you will find a sample sign.

Bonnie and I want to thank everyone for all your help
with our yard sale. We could not have been successful
without all of you. It takes a village to pull off something
this big. Good food, good "stuff", big smiles, and most
of all God's blessing we had another successful yard
sale. We made $3,160.00 for our Food Pantry. So
start saving for next year and we will do it again!
Bonnie and Sandy

Doings
Deacons will be starting their homemade soup sale on September 1st. Quarts will be available for sale after worship on
the first Sunday of each month with proceeds going to the Deacon’s general fund.
A harvest of good taste for a good cause.

The Need-A-Lunch cooks and crew thank Lou Marsico and Lisa Huth of Case Farms
Chicken of Winesburg, Ohio for the generous donation of chicken to Central Presbyterian for the Need-A Lunch weekend in July. We also thank John Beltz for the contact
information for what we hope will be a long-term relationship with Case Farms. They
donated 80 pounds of chicken tenders. We used 40 pounds to make enough chicken
and pasta pot pie and served over 200 people for Saturday and Sunday. There was
enough prepared food to serve a meal for the Vacation Bible School program.

Second Helping Community Lunch was served by the Northwest Lions Club on
Saturday August 24. We had a steady crowd that came to eat. We served about 65
plates chicken and vegetable pot pie, mashed potatoes with gravy, and bread. We
served ice cream with topping for dessert. The Clothing Closet was opened with lots
of new clothing items as the ladies are putting out summer items in preparation for
winter items in the next several months. We had a great crew preparing, serving and
clean up including Mary, Lisa and Goldie from Lykins Oil Company and the members
of the Northwest Lions club.
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

