The Communicator
2020

In that I don’t write Pastor’s Notes for January Communicators, this will be my 196th and final submission before my retirement at the end of January. I’ve “spilled a lot of ink” over the course of these past
almost twenty years, sharing my personal reflections on many subjects: Biblical, theological, ecclesial,
social,cultural. And I sincerely appreciate your having honored and humored me by reading my nickel’s
worth, month after month; year after year. So as I sit here before my screen, offering these last thoughts
and reflections, I do so with a sense of joy, gratitude and satisfaction.
It has been a genuine pleasure serving you all in our common ministry and mission offered in the
name of Jesus Christ. While the office to which you first elected me in 2001 placed me in a position of
specified leadership, that office to teach, guide, counsel, encourage and care. I feel in a broader sense
that I was invited to join a team committed to serving our Lord through worship and music, education,
and social justice in the midst of the city. I view our work together as having been performed side-byside. It has given great joy to my heart to see you bringing forth your talents in support of that common
mission, bearing the love of God through your devoted efforts. The fact that you respond to the Lord’s
call on your lives to do whatever it is you do so well here at Central with such diligence, energy and enthusiasm has allowed me to do the particular things I’ve been called to do as pastor and theologian-inresidence. That is to say, the success of my ministry is largely attributed to your support, your efforts,
and in many instances, your initiatives. A pastor can experience no greater joy than in having served on
such a team.
I am thankful at the beginning of each day for my call; first and foremost from the Almighty, who
called me away from business and industry and into a life of service to the church some thirty-three
years ago; and second, but no less, from the congregation of Central Presbyterian, which took a chance
inviting a country pastor of a smaller parish to serve a mid-sized, inner city church. A great source of my
gratitude is in realizing that the Lord knew what He was doing. I remember first resisting the potential
call to Massillon, hoping to return instead to my native Pittsburgh. With the persistent encouragement
of Hugh Berry, then Executive Presbyter of Muskingum Valley, I began exploring the possibilities here
at Central, and the rest is happy history. So to Hugh I remain thankful for his insight. My thanks at the
end of each day is to God for being such an awesome chemist, foreseeing how well Pastor Larry and Central Pres. would react together. And thank you CPC for having me for 196 editions worth of Pastor’s
Notes!

I reflect and write, at the last, with a deep sense of satisfaction. Together, we have accomplished a great deal over these nineteen years plus. It has been my honor to stand alongside you as
we acquired and developed the Massillon Club property, and brought numerous improvements to
our physical plant through Vision 21, Vision 21.1, and other capital initiatives. It has been a gift to
work alongside you as we grew existing educational programs and developed new ones to serve the
spiritual needs of our church family, and as we grew existing mission programs and developed new
ones to serve the spiritual, physical, and educational needs of the surrounding community. It has
been my privilege to draw alongside you, invited to share in your highest joys, and permitted to share
in your deepest sorrows. I gain great satisfaction knowing that I’ve been able to bring perhaps some
measure of encouragement, comfort, perspective and hope when and as needed. And, of course, with
what greater feelings of satisfaction can I have been blessed than to have watched so many of our
church family “growing up” - from births, to baptisms, to confirmations, to graduations, to weddings.
I have bore witness to development of near a full generation in our church family. Finally, I find
great satisfaction in knowing that I leave Central with the distinction of having served the lengthiest
term in Central’s 170 year history! Another way to say it is you’ve managed to put up with me longer
than anyone else. Joking aside, in all this, I consider myself blessed beyond measure!

As I prepare myself over these next two months to vacate the pulpit of Central Presbyterian,
and to depart from your midst as pastor and theologian-in-residence, I know I will carry with me for
life the joy, gratitude, and satisfaction of having served alongside as fine a team of disciples as God
has assembled. And I depart knowing that Central remains in good hands of strong visionary leadership. As the search begins for new pastoral leadership who will draw alongside this congregation in
service to Christ, joining a well established team, I have every confidence that the Almighty will again
demonstrate that the Lord knows what He is doing. Thank you again for all the ways you have
touched and blessed Vale and I. We depart upon the words of composer Michael W. Smith: “ And
friends are friends forever, if the Lord’s the Lord of them …. Though it’s hard to let you
go, in the Father’s hands we know, that a lifetime’s not too long to live as friends.”

Financial Snapshot
(as of October 31, 2020)

(as of October 31, 2019)

YTD Receipts……………………………….$ 213,115.88 ………………………………..$246,134.58
YTD Disbursements…………………… .$ 225,004.58 ………………………………... $ 237,034.29
YTD Deficit/Surfeit………………………$ -11,888.70 ……………………………….. $ 9,100.29
Operating Fund Balance……………… $ 9,481.86 ………………………………… $ 9,775.20
Vision 21.1 Balance………………………..$ -53,775.86 …………………………………$ -99,709.57
While overall receipts for fiscal 2020 are substantially less than at this point in 2019, and as we
continue to carry a significant deficit in our operating budget, we are optimistic that receipts in
the months of November and December will help pare that deficit. Bear in mind that we began
fiscal year 2020 with a projected year end deficit in excess of $19,000. Thank you for your continued faithful giving in support of the ministries and mission of Central Presbyterian!

Stewardship of Attendance
November 1………………………..48
November 8……………………… 47
November 15…………………….. 47
November 22……………………… 50
Average………………………48

Hospitalized in November
Doug Beery
David Heiser
Chuck Sypolt
Jane Sypolt

Report from the November Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on November 19, 2020 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
The meeting was conducted in the sanctuary with masking and physical distancing observed. Ruling
Elders in attendance were Debbie Feichter, Don McDonald, Byron Lash, Liz Sibert, Leslie Picot,
Denny Printz, Rich Wilder, Nancy McEwen, Char Bickel, Carrie Paisley, Kenn Kanipe, Dale Smith
and Roger Sibert. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Sue Wesley. Elder Feichter offered
devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the October 15, 2020 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved removal of Ronald Armitage from the church rolls due to death.
* Agreed by consensus that if Stark County goes to purple status, in-person worship will be
immediately suspended.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session of recapping his activity since the October Session meeting. He reported 2 church committee meetings, led 5 Sunday worship services, and
provided pastoral care via phone and online. Other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $9,481.86 as
of October 31, 2020.
 General discussions regarding virtual youth Christmas program, virtual Advent vineyard, Christmas Eve services, poinsettias, update on search for transitional pastor, pastor’s terms of call for
2021, status of in-person worship in light of COVID19 spike, Peace and Global Witness Offering
results, Share-a-Gift program, Salvation Army Red Kettle ringing, Bag-a-Lunch, MARK program, budget requests for 2021, ZOOM examination of Confirmation Class, work of PNC (Pastor
Nominating Committee, activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Death of Ronald Armitage (11/17/20)
* Holy Communion served on Sunday, November 1 to 48 communicants in the sanctuary; online
count unknown.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Please Pray For:

December Birthdays
Jim Inks ------------------------ 4
Herb Shreiner ------------------ 6
Donna Donovan --------------- 7
Judy Miday -------------------- 7
Sandy Muirhead-Gould ------- 8
Katy Larkin -------------------- 10
Ann Butler --------------------- 11
Jane Shem --------------------- 12
Peyton Sibert ------------------ 13
Ann Conkle -------------------- 14
Liz Sibert ----------------------- 14
Eleanor Weatherbee ---------- 15
Lori Murphy ------------------- 16
Kenn Kanipe ------------------- 17
John Oberlin ------------------- 18
Samantha Eubank------------- 19
Rachael Fleischaker ---------- 20
Evan Georgiou ---------------- 20
Allison Conley ----------------- 21
Linda Miller-------------------- 21
Allison Norris ----------------- 22
Chris Craddock --------------- 22
Tom Meek --------------------- 24
Cathy Evans--------------------27
Ralph Green ------------------ 28
Debbie Smith ----------------- 29

December Anniversaries
Leo & Jean Mummertz -------- 1
Gene & Donna Hovis --------- 11
Kenn & Marlene Kanipe ------ 12
Dale & Debbie Smith --------- 19
Jim & Judy Inks --------------- 23

Barbara Adams———–———–—————–-Home
Cheryl Anderson——–———–———–——–Home
Marie Buckey ——–—————-——Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—— ———————Home
Judy Loar————————— ———————Home
Barbara Mertes——–——–——-—-Green Meadow
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Jan Starret ——————————-Home
David Oberlin ————————-Home

Card Ministry
Brenda Wise

Liturgists in December
Liz Sibert……………………............Dec 6th
Vale Lalama…………………..… …..Dec 13th
Rich Wilder………………….…… ...Dec 20th
Carl Wise…………….…….…………..Dec 27th

Christmas Eve Services
This year, we will be offering two Christmas Eve services on Thursday, December 24; the first at
6:30, the second at 8:30. Both services will be identical festivals of Scripture, anthems and carols,
culminating in our traditional candle lighting ceremony. There will be no pre-service special music
or brass accompanists. In order to limit our sanctuary capacity of 65 for each of the two services,
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. Please call the church office or make your reservation via email to cpc@sssnet.com as soon as possible. Masking and distancing protocols will be observed.
Thank

Advent Devotionals
This year, rather than purchasing new Advent devotional booklets, we will be making available a
limited number of “back issues” of various devotionals we have collected over the years. These can
be found in the booklet rack just inside the south entryway and on the tables in the narthex. If
you’re not worshiping in person on Sundays, you may pick yours up weekday mornings, or one can
be mailed to you upon request.

Pastor’s Vacation
Pastor Larry and Vale will be on vacation from December 25 through January 1. Filling the pulpit on
Sunday, December 27 will be Elder and CRE Candidate Roger Sibert.

The 2020 Confirmation Class will be received as full communicant members during worship on
Sunday, December 6. The students did an awesome job on their written final exams and personal
statements of faith, which will be read before Session at a ZOOM meeting on December 3. The class
commenced its work at the beginning of February, was suspended middle of March due to COVID, then
resumed at the beginning of October. Leaders Pastor Larry and Nancy Aguon are most thankful for the
commitment of this group, noting that there was not a single student absence throughout
our entire thirteen weeks of study! This year’s students were Anna Rankl, Logan Rankl, Alyssa
Georgiou, Olivia Fleischaker, Cael Ball and Craig Aguon.

We extend our condolences to Robin Armitage and the family and friends of Ronald Armitage who
was called home to Kingdom glory on November 17. Ron was 98 years of age. A private family
service was held for Ron on November 23 with Pastor Larry officiating. A private interment will take
place at Rose Hill Cemetery.
We also send our sympathies to Nancy Aguon and family on the tragic passing of her niece Abigail
“Abby” Vanest in an automobile accident on November 21. Abby was 23 years of age. Services
were conducted for Abby on November 30 at Paquelet Funeral Home.
“Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.” - Revelation
21:4
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This year for our Christmas play, we decided to make a video to share
during worship service on December 20th. With the current health
concerns, it seemed the best option to allow the children to still connect
with their church family, while keeping everyone safe. The play this year
is called The "I Am's" of Advent. The different aspects that Advent
brings-the Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and Light of God are
revealed to us. What a wonderful way to celebrate Jesus' birth!

Need A Lunch November: Kenn and Tom with the help of Cheryl and Debbie made and served modified
Bickel chicken and dumplings served over mashed potatoes, green beans, bread, and dessert served in a
sack lunch. We made 40 sack lunches and had to make more ...serving 51 sack lunches in all. This is
the largest give away of sack lunches since starting in April 2020. As we have suspended the Door Ministry operations, we have been giving out a choice of bag of groceries or a bag of household items, and a
choice of a gift certificate for Save a Lot or Gas card at speedway when they pick up their sack
lunch. This has been well received by the people who come to our church doors. In November, we gave
away 20 bags of household items and 20 bags of groceries, 19 gift cards for Save a Lot and 19 speedway
gift cards. This is the largest give away of items since starting in August 2020.
In addition we are serving 5 local families with children in the Massillon school , providing them with
household items and groceries to substitute for the backpack program that was provided by the school
each weekend as well as sack lunches for their families.
The groceries and household items received in the Mountain of food Week will help to assist with both
programs for December and into 2021.

Share -A- Gift Program 2020
Due to COVID-19 we will be doing our Share-A-Gift program a little differently this year.
The Outreach Committee has decided to ask the congregation for monetary donations so that
we as a committee can purchase the items requested by the five families that we have
adopted through the Salvation Army’s Adopt-A Family program. With your donations we
will be providing the children with toys, a Walmart or Target gift card for families to puchase
household/personal items, and a Giant Eagle gift card to purchase food for the holidays.
Please mail or drop your gifts off (make checks payable to Central Presbyterian Church) to
the office or place them in the offering plate on Sunday mornings marked “Share-A- Gift”
program. Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity.

MITTEN TREE
The Mitten Tree, which will be in the Narthex this year, is for the collection of new
mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves for children and adults. The collection begins on
Sunday November 29th and will continue to December 13th.
Donated items will be distributed to The Salvation Army and The Family Living Center Homeless Shelter. They provide these items throughout the winter months as
needed for families.
Let us fill the tree with warmth.

Thank You! Thank YOU!! THANK YOU!!!
The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who donated to our
Mountain of Food Week. It was a HUGE success, and our hearts and
pantry cupboards are FULL!! Your generous donations will provide food for
Massillon School students through the M.A.R.K. program (Massillon Area
Resources for Kids) and also provide groceries, household and personal care
items through our monthly Need-A Lunch/Door Ministry give-way to our
brothers and sisters in need.

MOBILE DIRECTORY INSTRUCTIONS

Did you know that the church has a Lifetouch mobile directory? During this COVID pandemic it is a great way to
keep phone numbers, email addresses, and mailing addresses at your fingertips for your church family. You can
use this on your phone, home computer or tablet for easy access to the directory at any time. However, we need
to keep the information current so if your information is not up to date, we need to hear from you. Please email
(cpc@sssnet.com) or call (330 832 7455) your updated information to the church office or email the information to
Nancy McEwen at ngmlpt@aol.com
If your name does not appear in the church directory please let Nancy McEwen at ngmlpt@aol.com if you would
like your name and information placed in the directory and we will make sure that is done as well.
Our mobile directory contains contact information for all the families of Central Presbyterian Church and is an easy
to use tool to help you stay connected. PLUS, you will see portraits of all our families that participated in having
their pictures taken. What a great way to connect names and faces!
To access the mobile directory: Enter the following address to your browser:
Member access url: https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/304618/central-presbyterian-church
Access code: cpc17
Once you are logged in, YOU MUST GO THROUGH THE ONSCREEN GUIDED TOUR BEFORE IT WILL WORK
PROPERLY FOR YOU. Once you have completed the tour you can scroll through the directory, search by name,
view family profiles, email/call/map, and view staff only page. Review your information in the directory and let us
know if we need to update your information.
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

This is in obedience to the Great Commission of Jesus to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.

