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PASTOR’S NOTES
Many years ago, I remember a particular November Session meeting wherein the Ruling
Elders were deliberating, and frankly lamenting, the financial shortfall anticipated for the next
year. The discussion had turned to ideas for making deep cuts in certain ministries and outreach
projects in order that a balanced budget could be presented to the congregation at its January
meeting. As we were wringing our hands, forceful and insightful words came forth from Elder
Robert “Bob” Porter to the effect that, “The church and its mission shouldn’t be guided by a belief
in our scarcity, but by a trust in God’s abundance. God will provide.” With that, Session chose to
forgo defunding existing ministries, instead passing a budget which included what was called a
“faith gap.” This faith gap was essentially an income line item reflecting funds for which there
was no known source; only the trust that God would somehow provide. That following
year, not only did the operating fund end in balance, but there was a surfeit, or excess funds, to
carry us into the next year. Since that challenge by Elder Porter, several anticipated budget
shortfalls have come and gone, and several “faith gaps” have been ‘ledgered’ into the budgets
presented to the congregation. And in EVERY instance, the Lord has provided!
I believe that Central Presbyterian Church is guided in all things by a trust in God’s abundance.
And as confirmed by our most recent report of the treasurer at the January 26 congregational
meeting, our trust is well-founded! Confronted with a “faith gap” of over $30,000 going into fiscal
year 2019, we managed to end the year with a surfeit of over $20,000! Somehow, the Lord provided funds of $50,000 beyond what was forecast. That somehow is YOU! While a portion of the
excess funding the church has received can be tracked to a few significant and unexpected gifts,
much of this surfeit is what could be called ‘miraculous.’ That miracle is YOU!
As we begin a new fiscal year, we are faced with a “faith gap” of around $20,000. Yet we
have zero fear moving forward in the growing ministries and outreach projects of Central Presbyterian because, as history has taught us, the Lord will somehow miraculously provide. Again, the
somehow and the miracle are YOU! I could not be more proud of this congregation
I am truly blessed to serve, and the way we have learned to be “guided by trust in God’s abundance.” Elder Bob Porter has now been called to eternal glory in the Kingdom he so diligently and
selflessly served. Yet he, and others of his mindset and heart set, leave us a wonderful legacy of
faith and confidence in God’s power to overcome any and every shortfall, materially and spiritually. As we live into that legacy, there is no limit to what we can accomplish in Christ as we serve
in His name and to His glory. I close this article with two Bible passages, both of which are attributed to the apostle Paul. He writes to the Corinthian Church: “And God is able to provide you
with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work.” [2 Cor. 9:8] Then to the Church in
Ephesus he writes: “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”

Report from the January Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on January 16, 2020 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Dana Vargo, Debbie Feichter, Byron Lash, Don McDonald, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Denny Printz, Liz Sibert, Rich Wilder, Kenn Kanipe, Fred Butler, Ann Butler,
Scott Vignos, and Carrie Paisley. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Debbie Smith.
Elder Feichter offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening
prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved motion to appoint Carrie Paisley clerk pro tem.
* Approved minutes of the December 19, 2019 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved request from Melissa Price to use Bickel Hall and Kitchen for a birthday party on
February 22, 2020.
* Approved clerk’s statistical report for 2019.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to the Session recapping his activity since the December
Session meeting. He reported 4 hospital visitations, 3 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He interviewed/counseled 38 door ministry clients, officiated 1 funeral service, attended 3
church committee meetings, 1 presbytery-related meeting, led 3 Sunday worship services and 1
special worship service. Several other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $21,370.56
as of December 31, 2019.
* Approved the revised 2020 Operating Budget as presented to be reported to the congregation on
January 26, 2020.
* Accepted the resignation of Jacquie Ferrel as Assistant Director of Music effective January 5,
2020
* General discussion regarding use of battery-operated candles on Christmas Eve, review of youth
participation in worship during Advent, Lenten children’s program, youth stick ministry, awning
replacement, exterior door painting, building security, Rotary Grant for Door Ministry, Souper
Bowl Sunday, fellowship, Nominating Committee moderation, protégé for treasurer David
Rankl, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on January 5, 2020 to 155 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Carrie Paisley, Clerk pro tem

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of December 31, 2019

as of December 31, 2018

YTD Receipts………………………………………$ 311,403.72……………………………………$ 320,336.00
YTD Disbursements…………………………….$ 290,708.07…………………………………. $ 322,506.00
YTD Surfeit/Deficit…………………………… .$ 20,695.65………………………………… $ - 2,170.00
Operating Fund Balance………………….… $ 21,370.56…………………………………...$ 1,026.70
Vision 21.1 Balance…………………………… $ - 75,809.57…………………………………..$ -125,929.57
The numbers speak for themselves! THANK YOU for an amazing year! The bounty of your
generosity toward the work of Central Presbyterian Church has exceeded all and every expectation.
We move into a new fiscal year on strong footing, praising the Lord for this past year of abundance.

As you prepare for your 2020 giving, please bear in mind that this year’s per capita assessment is the
same as last year: $30.56 for each communicant member. The contribution you make through the
per capita helps fund the administrative costs of our Muskingum Valley Presbytery ($18.36), Synod
of the Covenant( $3.25), and General Assembly($ 8.95). There is a blue envelope in your box of offering envelopes for per capita. Thank you in advance for supporting the broader work of the Presbyterian Church USA.

Stewardship of Attendance
December 29…………………………. 86
January 5……………………………….144
January 12……………………………..146
January 19……………………………..112
January 26…………………………….145
Average………………………….126

Hospitalized in January

Karen King
Bill Walrath
Jackie Pfeiffer
Jack Elliott
Janet Starrett

Thank You Liturgists!
In the January Communicator, we inadvertently cut short the list of liturgists who faithfully
served during the course of 2019. So we pick up where we left off: Darlene Johanning,
Charla Paulus, Mike Cosgrove, Liz Sibert, Sue Kelewae, Carl Wise, Leslie Picot,
Byron Lash, Char Bickel, Pastor
Larry. We apologize for the omission.

Confirmation Class 2020
This year’s Confirmation Class under the leadership of Pastor Larry and Nancy Aguon will begin on
Sunday, February 9. This twelve week course, which will prepare our youth for full membership in
the Presbyterian Church, will conclude with the reception of our new confirmands on Pentecost Sunday, May 31. On that Sunday, Rev. Li “Dolly” Dong, pastor of a Chinese Presbyterian fellowship
based at the Ashland 1st Presbyterian Church, will be preaching the sermon in her native tongue
[with a translator for those who do not understand Chinese]. It will be a memorable Pentecost and
confirmation experience. Members of this year’s Confirmation Class are Craig Aguon, Cael Ball,
Olivia Fleischaker, Anna Rankl, and Logan Rankl. Please pray for our leaders and students
as they begin this important journey.

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in February
Marie Buckey -------------------------- 1
Peter Datkuliak------------------------ 1
Allison Printz---------------------------2
Don Rankl------------------------------ 2
Elise Glick ------------------------------ 2
Harold Pitz ----------------------------- 3
Debbie Feichter ----------------------- 4
Liz Fitzgibbon ------------------------- 4
Shirley Pitz ----------------------------- 4
Betty Cliff ------------------------------ 4
Rich Wilder ---------------------------- 8
Robin Armitage ----------------------- 9
Barb Adams --------------------------- 10
Maddox Werner ---------------------- 12
Fred Butler ---------------------------- 14
Carol Hauenstein -------------------- 14
Chandler Craddock ------------------ 16
Donna Hovis -------------------------- 17
Mindy Rankl ------------------------- 20
Leslie Picot---------------------------- 21
Nathaniel Slagle ----------------------23
Robin Hostetler ----------------------22
Angie Anderson----------------------24
John Beltz -----------------------------24
Bea King -------------------------------24
Linda Pfeiffer -------------------------24
Cassie Slabaugh ---------------------- 25
Brenda Wise -------------------------- 27

Anniversaries in February
Michael & Amber Barlow ----------- 14
Janet & Carl Cseak ------------------- 17
Roger & Liz Sibert -------------------24
Byron & Cheryl Lash-----------------26

Barbara Adams———–———————–-Home
Cheryl Anderson——–——————––—Home
Marie Buckey ——–——————Summit Acres
Bobbie Borton————————————-Home
Joyce Dowd———–—–--Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–———-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—————————Laurels
Barbara Mertes——–——Inn at Belden Village
Annitta Schrickel—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Happy Snively——————–—–—The Danbury
Jean Rice———————–————The Regency
Joanne Williams———————————Laurels

Liturgists in February
February 3—Bev Denholm
February 10—Tom Madafer
February 17—Rachael Fleischaker
February 24—Dale Smith
Greeters in February
February 3—Bea King/Betty Fleming
February 10—Rosie Sikorsky
February 17—Stew Fryer/
February 24– Rich Long/Kelly Fogle
Cash Crew in February
Heather Vignos

Card Ministry
Nancy Aguon

January 27—February 17

Lenten Sermon Series
Pastor Larry will be “resurrecting” and reworking an old sermon series entitled “The
Seven Deadlies.” The so-called “seven deadly sins” – pride, envy, anger, greed,
sloth, gluttony and lust –will be carefully examined over six weeks, drawing upon
Scriptures from both the Old and New Testaments, and informed by literature in
both the Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions. The messages will be delivered
over the five Sundays of March, and completed on April 19, the Sunday after Easter.
Plan to be at worship for the entire series which will be both informative and challenging.

Lenten Devotional Materials
For Lent 2020, the church will be offering a devotional entitled “From Suffering to Salvation” inspired by the writings of Henri J.M. Nouwen, renowned 20th century Dutch
Catholic priest, professor and theologian. There is a reading for each of the forty days
of Lent (plus Sundays) which include a Bible passage, quotations from some of Nouwen’s most popular writings, and a short commentary by author Christopher Klofft.
This new devotional will be distributed beginning on Sunday, February 23. There will
also be available a wealth of other Lenten devotional resources which will be found in
the narthex and library areas.

January Need A Lunch:
Thanks to Kenn Kanipe, Cheryl Lash and Tom Benko for the making of 4 homemade soups including
chicken noodle, broccoli cheese potato, vegetable and bean & ham. Wiith the addition of pulled pork
slider sandwiches the community lunch was a great success. About 100 people were served a hot
meal on a very cold day. Dessert included ice cream and lots of coffee. Many were on hand to
serve and clean up. Small blankets and some household items were available to those who came to
shop. Thanks to all who continue to serve our community through this ministry.

To all our friends at Central Presbyterian,
We just wanted to thank you for everything that was done for our father’s funeral.
Larry, the service was memorable. My dad admired you so very much. To the Deacons, the meal was wonderful. It took a lot of hard work to bring that all together,
nothing was missing. I know everyone enjoyed the day.
My (our) Dad was truly blessed to have such a great church family. When we
couldn’t be there for him you all stepped up and helped him in many ways. He was
very proud to be a part of Central Presbyterian Church. Thank you again. Love to
all.
Robert Dawson Family

Hope Rebekah Circle Ladies will not be
meeting in January and February

Central Family Game Night
Friday, February 28th 6:oo -??
Bring a favorite game, a favorite snack to share,
and a favorite friend for a good time of fellowship.
Our Deacons will provide walking tacos and drink.
Our Pastor’s Pokeno table will be open!!

MORE THAN 29 YEARS AGO, the “Souper Bowl of Caring” began with a simple prayer from a
single youth group:
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help
us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.”
Since that day, more than $143 million has been raised for local charities across the country
through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that is transforming the
time around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving.
Central Presbyterian Church will be participating in 2020 Souper Bowl of
Caring on February 2.

Outreach Ministry is asking for donation of canned vegetable, fruit and meat to fill the Door
Ministry panty. Collection of canned goods will begin on January 27 through Feb 2.
Donations of $1.00 into the collection jars for the AFC or the NFC teams to vote for the winner
of the Super Bowl. Your donation will go to the Door Ministry for purchase of gift cards that
are given out. Collection of your $1.00 will be Sunday February 2 following worship.

Let’s fill our Door Ministry Food Pantry with canned goods
“Let’s Tackle Hunger”
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

