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PASTOR’S NOTES FOR JULY/AUGUST 2020
Our United States will soon be observing another Independence Day; our 244th in fact. This year’s
celebration, however, is different from any other in history as three streams converge: the COVID19
pandemic which will certainly limit and even curtail some of our traditional Fourth of July activities;
a Presidential campaign season which is shaping up to be as intense and divisive as any in recent
memory; a season of civil unrest and renewed demands for racial, social and economic justice which
we’ve not seen in our nation since the turbulent era of 1960’s and 70’s. It is the third of these I’d like
to briefly address in this month’s pastor’s notes. My intent is not to broach the political aspects of
this stream, but rather the theological and humanitarian.
When I was a middle school (then called ‘junior high’) student in that infamous decade of massive
racial unrest, brought to a crescendo by the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968, I
didn’t understand what was happening around me. Having grown up in a very diverse community
where different skin colors and ethnicities were a given, and where everyone – at least from my
youthful and perhaps naïve perspective – had lived in peace and harmony, I do remember being confused by the sudden change in language and behavior of adults around me; some of whom were of
my own family. To hear demeaning names being applied to people because of the color of their skin,
and to see clear changes in how white and black folk interacted in public, was, to put it mildly,
unsettling. Most unsettling was how this seemed to trickle down to us kids who, up to this point, had
gotten along just fine. Shortly after Dr. King’s murder, a large group of black students in our junior
high school staged a hallway “sit-in,” which in hindsight I came to realize was not initiated by the
students, but by adults. Even so, we kids started to look at one another differently. Gerald Revis,
Keith Jackson, Dennis Holmes, Nate Lockett, Willie Edwards, all friends with whom I had grown up
-- sharing classes, going to the park, playing sports, visiting each other’s houses, all sitting along the
walls of that hallway -- were now on the opposite side of something. Yet none of us really understood what that something was. Again, it was the adults in our lives who seemed to be pulling the
strings, now warning us that we should keep away from this or that one; that we should stay out of
this or that neighborhood or playground; that we should ‘stick with our own kind.’ At the age of
twelve, I was profoundly impacted by this in ways I didn’t recognize or appreciate until I grew older.
In the rear view, I see how I was being taught and indoctrinated in the ways of prejudice, bias and
bigotry, by persons I looked up to, and by the very culture which surrounded and shaped me.
I wonder if kids are feeling the same confusion and unsettledness in the midst of the present unrest that many of us felt some fifty years ago? Are our children and grandchildren being shocked and
troubled by the language they hear and behavior they see in adults in their lives? I suspect as much.
Despite some arguments to the contrary I’ve heard from anthropologists and other social scientists, I
believe our prejudices, biases and bigotries are not somehow innate or natural. We are taught;
taught to categorize others; taught to see others as insiders or outsiders; taught to judge others on
the basis of their skin color, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, size and
shape. The sad fact, painful to hear, is that we are taught to hate. Others “pulling the strings,” be it
media, government leaders and politicians, educators, family, draw young and old alike into cycles of
systemic racial, social, and economic injustice which are altogether antithetical to what our Christian

faith teaches us. And what is that teaching? That ALL of us are made in the image of God; that ALL
of us are valued and beloved by our Creator [the same One who grants us those inalienable rights
we celebrate on Independence Day]; that ALL of us are equally worthy of love, respect, and just
treatment under the laws of the state, and under the very mandate of human decency; that EVERY
life matters, and moreover that EVERY life is precious. I have no question that God created us by
nature to believe in and live by these very things.
A few weeks ago, I shared a post I saw on Facebook. It featured a little black boy and little white
boy (perhaps three years of age) greeting one another after having evidently been apart a while. With
their moms in the distance, they were shown running at full speed into each other’s arms, smiles
from ear to ear, hugging and kissing, celebrating this reunion and each other’s personhood; dancing
the waltz of kindred spirit. They saw in each other no color; no race; no difference; only the image of
God they gleefully shared. This is demonstration of our natural state; of our intended humanity and
commonality. Just days after, another post was circulated that showed a later segment of that original video featuring the white boy chasing the black boy as he ran back toward his mom. Captioned
was a comment which twisted this beautiful moment into politically-charged racist rhetoric. This is
demonstration of the state we’ve fallen into.
Here we are, celebrating the 244th birthday of our nation, continuing to struggle as a society with
the injustices and social ills which have plagued us throughout our national history. Perhaps with
the convergence of those three streams, we have come at long last to a point of genuine transformation. As convulsed as things appear at this unique moment in American history, and I daresay in our
global history, our hope is that we are witnessing in our time a fulfillment of Biblical prophecy.
Amos wrote some twenty-eight centuries ago: “But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever flowing stream.” (5:24) I would like to think that in the broadest
sense, God is beckoning us through torrents of unrest to return to the natural state in which and for
which we are created; where the only teaching from one generation to the next would be love, acceptance, full equality, and a receiving of one another as beloved sisters and brothers in this human family. Is this too much to ask; the idealistic meanderings of a dreamer? You may say so. But in this
pastor’s opinion, this is precisely that for which we are to pray, for which we are to labor, and which
we are to believe can and will come to pass. May Shalom be so.

Report from the June Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session as held on July 18, 2020 in the sanctuary with Rev. Larry Lalama
moderating. Distancing and masking protocol were observed. Elders in attendance were Dana
Vargo, Dale Smith, Liz Sibert, Denny Printz, Rich Wilder, Leslie Picot, Fred Butler, Ann Butler,
Don McDonald, Scott Vignos, Byron Lash, Debbie Feichter, Kenn Kanipe, and Roger Sibert.
Elder Feichter offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening
prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the May 6 online business and May 18, 2020 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved pastor’s vacation request for Sunday, June 21, and September 14-27.
* Appointed Roger Sibert as Clerk of Session for 2020-2021 with search for someone to train
with Roger to assume duties in June 2021.
* Motion approved to set a “soft” reopening date for sanctuary worship for Sunday, August 2.
* Set date for annual congregational program meeting for Sunday, August 9, 2020.
* Approved motion to remove Art James from the church rolls due to death.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session recapping his activity since the May Session
meeting. He reported 2 funerals and 1 wedding (vow renewal), attended 3 church committee
meetings, led 4 online Sunday worship services, and is providing pastoral care via phone and
online.
Order of the Day
Conversations with Muskingum Valley Presbytery General Presbyter Matt Skolnik regarding future transitional issues and the when’s and how’s of reopening the sanctuary for Sunday worship. After lengthy discussion, Session agreed to an opening date for sanctuary worship of Sunday, August 2. Trustees will be responsible for reopening preparations and attendance protocol.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ - 3,135.29
as of May 31, 2020.
* Approved request from Team Tech to upgrade church internet to fiber optic service.
* General discussions regarding VBS, Vineyard V-20, exterior church maintenance, CARES Act
Paycheck Protection Program, reopening of church office, preparation of ministry reports for
annual report.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion provided online, count unknown.
* Death of Art James (5/26/20)
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Liturgists in August
August 2 - Byron Lash
August 9 - Liz Sibert
August 16 - Susan Eitelman
August 23 - Rich Wilder
August 30 - Stew Fryer

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of May 31, 2020

as of May 31, 2021

YTD Receipts………………………………………..$ 97,989.19…………………………$ 124,322.46
YTD Disbursements………………………… …..$122,495.04…………………..……$ 124,065.64
YTD Deficit/Surfeit……………………………….$-24,505.85…………………….….$
256.82
Operating Fund Balance……………………..…$ - 3,125.29…………… ……..…...$
931.73
Vision 21.1 Balance……………………...………..$-71,019.03………………………..$ -114,209.57

As you can see, our financial situation is becoming quite serious with a rapidly mounting deficit
nearing $25,000. Giving from all sources including pledges, open plate offering, and fundraising
initiatives are 8% short of what was projected at this point in our fiscal year. Perhaps some are withholding their giving until we return to sanctuary worship. While this is not altogether unexpected,
regular operating expenses such as building upkeep, utilities (albeit considerably lower), insurance,
office operations, and staff salaries continue to be paid. It would be most helpful if pledged giving is
kept up to date in order that we can meet our operating expenses.
Thank you for all you do!

Liturgists in August

August 2 - Byron Lash

Hospitalized
in June

David Simon

Pauline Lawrence (OP)

August 16 - Susan Eitelman

Barbara Rolls

Jean Rice

August 23 - Rich Wilder

Diane Hammer

Lorna Patt

August 9 - Liz Sibert

August 30 - Stew Fryer

Beginning Monday, June 29, the church office will partially
reopen. Char or Sandy will be in the office Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9 a.m. until noon. We will reevaluate
things at the end of July. The Door Ministry remains suspended at this time. Thank you for your patience as we develop our path forward.

Birthdays in July
Tom Benko ---------------------------- 1
Alice Shaffer -------------------------- 2
Nancy Thatcher ---------------------- 2
Tina Drobney ------------------------- 3
Shannon Baker ----------------------- 4
Liberty Erichsen ---------------------- 4
Donna Snively -------------------------5
Adam Datkuliak ---------------------- 6
Rich Busby ---------------------------- 6
David Rankl --------------------------- 7
George Georgiou --------------------- 8
Abbigail Kanipe ----------------------- 9
Cheryl Anderson -------------------- 10
Amy Ball ------------------------------ 10
Haley Craddock --------------------- 10
Alyssa Georgiou --------------------- 10
Herm McClurg ----------------------- 11
Emily Burau -------------------------- 11
Karen Elvin -------------------------- 12
Melissa Arbuckle -------------------- 15
Margaret Guleff ---------------------- 15
Joyce Dowd -------------------------- 20
Bill Paulus --------------------------- 20
Karen Norris ------------------------ 20
Patrick Baker ------------------------ 21
David Heiser ------------------------- 21
Kelly Fogle --------------------------- 23
Byron Lash -------------------------- 26
Dan Valot ----------------------------- 26
Byron Berger ------------------------ 28
Rachel King -------------------------- 28
Brooke Hamilton -------------------- 29
Brandon Smith ---------------------- 29
Carrie Paisley ------------------------ 30

Anniversaries in July
Kevin & Jane Quinn ----------------- 10
David & Vicki Datkuliak ------------ 12
Charla & Bill Paulus ---------------- 12
Rich & Nancy Busby ---------------- 13
Mike & Joy Cosgrove ---------------- 17
Allison & Dennis Printz-------------17
Julie & Jamie Hamilton ------------ 19
Josh & Monica Erichsen ------------ 20
Harold & Shirley Pitz --------------- 20
Gary & Lois Werner ---------------- 20
Susan & Skip McKee --------------- 23
Harold & Eleanor Weatherbee ---- 23
Bea & John King --------------------- 25

Birthdays in August
Kate Kelewae -------------------------- 1
Tammy Pribanic ----------------------- 1
Martha Hendrickson ---------------- 2
Nick Mendenhall --------------------- 2
Monica Erichsen---------------------- 3
Vale Lalama --------------------------- 3
Colton Bonk -------------------------- 3
Samantha Arbuckle ------------------ 4
David Datkuliak ---------------------- 5
Lois McAllister ------------------------7
Jane Sypolt ----------------------------7
Nan Ream ----------------------------- 9
Abram Fleischaker ------------------ 10
Harold Weatherbee ------------------11
Dale Smith --------------------------- 12
Melanie Sypolt ---------------------- 13
Elizabeth Hedrick ------------------- 14
Joshua Fitzgibbon ------------------- 17
Jill Gorius ---------------------------- 18
Gary Werner ------------------------- 18
Ryan Pfeiffer ------------------------ 18
Judith Lill ---------------------------- 21
Dorothy Beck ------------------------ 24
Rita Haines -------------------------- 24
John Snively ------------------------- 25
Cornelia Warstler-------------------- 25
Janet Starrett ------------------------ 27
Marcia Indorf ------------------------ 28
Carolyn Staver ----------------------- 28

Anniversaries in August
Barbara & Ronald Cornell ----------- 3
David & Beverly Oberlin ------------- 9
Trevor & Carrie Paisley --------------11
Carl & Brenda Wise ----------------- 16
Chris & Cathy Evans ---------------- 19
Don & Sue Wesley ------------------- 21
George & Kelly Georgiou ----------- 24
Fred & Pamela Werner ------------- 27
Dan Valot & Susan Eitelman ------- 27
Tim & Pat Tuberty ------------------- 31

Please Pray For:
Barb Adams…………………..Home

Card Ministry

Cheryl Anderson…………...Home

July—Liz Sibert

Ron Armitage……………….University Village

August—Brenda Wise

Dorothy Beck……………….Home
Marie Buckey……………… Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd………………….Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg…………………..Amherst Meadows
Karen King………….……..Home
Judy Loar…………………..Home
Barbara Mertes…………..Green Meadows
Jean Rice……………….….The Regency
Janet Starrett….…………Home
Bill Walrath……………...University Village

We Share Your Loss
We send our sympathies to Beverly, Greg, Christine, Greg,
Peter and Brock Bourquin, family and friends of Donald
Bourquin who was received into the arms of Christ on
April 26 after a lengthy illness. He was 83 years of age. Private family services were conducted and live streamed from
Paquelet Funeral Home on April 29 with Pastor Larry officiating. A public service will be held at a later date.
We hold in prayer Carrie, Donnie, Meridith and Evan
Rankl, family and friends on the passing of Carrie’s father
Daniel Basil, who entered the Kingdom on May 1 at the age of 72. Services were
conducted for Daniel at Swigart-Easterling Funeral Home in Canal Fulton and graveside at Greenlawn Memorial Park Cemetery on May 8 with Pastor Larry officiating.
We extend our condolences to Jody Murray, family and friends of Art James who
was called home to glory after an extended decline in health. Art was 89 years of age.
Services were conducted and live streamed on May 30, 2020 from Paquelet Funeral
Home with Pastor Larry officiating. Interment was at Rose Hill Cemetery.
“God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in trouble.”
Psalm 46:1

Gardening volunteers still Needed . . .
to take a week in the church garden to do some clean up of trash,
weeding of the flower beds and picking of dead flowers.
There is a need to thin some of the flowers as needed.
There is a company that is mowing the lawn and a watering system when there is a need for watering. This would be care of the garden flowers.
I will send out a final schedule once the dates are covered.
It may take about 1-2 hours during the week depending on what you would like to do. This will help
to keep our garden looking good throughout the summer months.
Thanks for your help this summer.
Nancy McEwen
Yes, I would be willing to help with care in the garden.
Name:___________________________Phone____________________________
Please check a week or two that best fits your schedule and return to the church office or send to
Nancy McEwen at 1737 Clearbrook Rd NW Massillon Ohio 44646
__ June 15- 21: Nancy McEwen
__ June 22- 28: Betty Fleming
__ June 29 – July 5: Marlene Kanipe
__ July 6-12
__ July 13-19
__ July 20-26
__ July 27- Aug 2
__Aug 3-9
__ Aug 10-16
__ Aug 17-23
__ Aug 24-30
__ Aug 31- Sept 6
__ Sept 7 – 13
__ Sept 14 - 20

Hope Rebekah Circle
We will be taking a break for the summer and will resume
activities in September.

Dear Friends,
Since we continue to observe social distancing, I am offering another virtual Vineyard on Zoom. You can reply to this email if you would like to join the discussion.
Vineyard V-20
“Trusting God in Troubled Times”
A study from the Book of Isaiah
The great and eloquent prophet Isaiah lived in turbulent times! He lived during a
time of national and international crisis and major political upheaval, the moral
foundations of society were disintegrating and the way of the Lord was clearly fading. It will be a privilege to be still, to observe, to receive, to meditate on what Isaiah
tells us about this time in history and how he saw the present and future in an eternal light.
This 6-session virtual Vineyard will run on Monday evenings at 7:00 PM on Zoom
starting June 22nd and ending on July 27th. Please call, text or email Susan Eitelman if you would like to join the discussion. Materials and Zoom instructions will
follow.
“ In returning and rest you will be saved; in quietness and trust will be
your strength.” Isaiah 30:15
-Susan Eitelman

Back-to-School Program 2020
CPC will be collecting items for the Salvation Army’s Back-to-School program.
Please consider picking up a few of the items listed below. You can drop your items
off at the church the week of July 27th – July 31st from 9am to 12 noon or contact Liz
Sibert (330.265.9208) for pick up. Thank you in advance for your generous donations. Your kindness is greatly appreciate

Collecting supplies such as the following:
Elementary K-3

Jr. & Sr. High 4-12

Crayola Crayons

Colored Pencils

Elmer's Glue bottle & stick

Glue Sticks

Fiskar Scissors

Scissors

#2 Pencils

Pencils

Pink Erasers

Erasers

Ruler

Ruler

Filler Paper (wide ruled)

Filler Paper (college ruled)

Notebooks (wide ruled)

Notebooks (college ruled)

Pocket Folders (plastic yellow or blue)

Pocket Folders (any colors)

Book Bags

Book Bags
Ink Pens (red, blue, black)

Over the last several months we have made attempts to stay in touch
with church family by mail or phone calls and I hope that your church
directory has been helpful. However, with a printed directory, information can become outdated quickly. We have a digital directory that
can be updated with new information including addresses, phone
numbers, cell numbers, and email addresses.
Please take the time to look at your directory and if your information is
not there or outdated please forward any new or updated information to the church
office at cpc@sssnet.com and we will update the digital directory.
If you would like the digital directory on your phone, tablet, or computer. This is
how you can download the digital directory to access it.
Enter https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/304618/central-presbyterian-church
into the browser and when the access code comes up enter: cpc17 and accept the
agreement and you will have the online digital directory. You will have to save
this to your home page or home screen to access it quickly. This is followed by a
tour of how to use the directory and it is in your phone or computer or tablet for you
to when needed.

Website:

We have a website for the Church, and it has all the recent information and activities
of the Church. New since Easter we have been live streaming the worship service
through Facebook live streaming. You can enjoy watching the service even if you
do not have a Facebook account.
The website address is www.massilloncpc.org
1. If you have internet at your home, then enter the www.massilloncpc.org
into the browser and look around the website.
2. On the home page there is a direct link to the live streaming of the Sunday
morning worship service so please join us at 10:25 AM for music and followed
by the live worship service. Yes, it is through Facebook streaming however if
you do not have a Facebook account and don’t want to create one, you can still
watch the service live by clicking on the “Live Stream”. It may ask you to log
in or create a Facebook account, but you do not have to complete this step.
3. If you want to watch the worship service at a different day or time return to
the home page of the website and select the video archive to watch past services.
4. Our services can also be accessed through the Muskingum Valley presbytery
website at mvpjourney.org. Scroll down the page and it will take you to the
church website to watch the recorded service.
If you are in need of assistance with accessing the website or the digital directory
please feel free to call Nancy McEwen at 330 284 7334 and leave a message and I
will get back to you to assist when I can.
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Fun Facts
About the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

1.

THE TOMB HAS BEEN GUARDED 24/7 SINCE 1937.
Tomb Guards come from the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment "The Old
Guard." Serving the U.S. since 1784, the Old Guard is the oldest
active infantry unit in the military. They keep watch over the memorial every minute of every day, including when the cemetery is closed and in inclement weather.
2. BECOMING A TOMB GUARD IS INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT.
Members of the Old Guard must apply for the position. If chosen, the applicant goes through an intense
training period, in which they must pass tests on weapons, ceremonial steps, cadence, military bearing, uniform preparation, and orders. Although military members are known for their neat uniforms, it’s said that
the Tomb Guards have the highest standards of them all. A knowledge test quizzes applicants on their
memorization—including punctuation—of 35 pages on the history of the Tomb. Once they’re selected,
Guards “walk the mat” in front of the Tomb for anywhere from 30 minutes to two hours, depending on the
time of year and time of day. They work in 24-hour shifts, however, and when they aren’t walking the mat,
they’re in the living quarters beneath it. This gives the sentinels time to complete training and prepare their
uniforms, which can take up to eight hours.
3. THE HONOR IS ALSO INCREDIBLY RARE.
The Tomb Guard badge is the least awarded badge in the Army, and the second least awarded badge in the
overall military. (The first is the astronaut badge.) Tomb Guards are held to the highest standards of behavior, and can have their badge taken away for any action on or off duty that could bring disrespect to the
Tomb. And that’s for the entire lifetime of the Tomb Guard, even well after his or her guarding duty is
over. For the record, it seems that Tomb Guards are rarely female—only three women have held the post.
4. THE STEPS THE GUARDS PERFORM HAVE SPECIFIC MEANING.
Everything the guards do is a series of 21, which alludes to the 21 -gun salute. According
to TombGuard.org:The Sentinel does not execute an about face, rather they stop on the 21st step, then turn
and face the Tomb for 21 seconds. They then turn to face back down the mat, change the weapon to the
outside shoulder, mentally count off 21 seconds, then step off for another 21 step walk down the mat. They
face the Tomb at each end of the 21 step walk for 21 seconds. The Sentinel then repeats this over and over
until the Guard Change ceremony begins.
5. WALKING THE MAT
Twenty-one was chosen because it symbolizes the highest military honor that can be bestowed—the 21-gun salute.The mat is usually replaced twice per year: before Memorial Day and before Veterans Day. This is required
because of the wear on the rubber mat by the special shoes worn by tomb guards. The sentinels have metal plates
built into the soles and inner parts of their shoes to allow for a more rugged sole and to give the signature click of
the heel during maneuvers. The sentinels wear sunglasses because of the bright reflection from the marble surrounding the Tomb and the Memorial Amphitheater.On the ground not covered by the mat, a rust pattern in the tile
can be seen that corresponds to the precise steps taken during the changing of the guard. The metal from the guards'
boots causes the brown rust markings on the stone. On the mat itself, footprints caused by standing guard are also
visible.
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

This is in obedience to the Great Commission of Jesus to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.

