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PASTOR’S NOTES
The following article was published in the Massillon Independent in April,
2004 (here with a few tweeks).
The apostle Paul, particularly in his first letter to the church in Corinth, spends considerable time dealing with the matter of resurrection. He writes in what we number the 35 th verse
of the 15th chapter: “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” Paul attempts to address these questions by going on to draw an analogy which
would make sense to those living in an agriculturally-based culture. “What you sow does
not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body which is to be,
but a bare kernel.”
I am frequently asked, especially on the occasion of a person’s passing, what becomes of
the human spirit at the time of death. This has been a perennial philosophical and theological
issue of inquiry and debate. Does the person’s spirit blend into a spiritual soup of sorts? Is
the person’s spirit taken to a staging area to await resuscitation of their former body? Is the
person transformed into an angel, or reincarnated to replay life in another time and place? Or
as many wonder in our increasingly secular society, is it simply over when it’s over?
Granted, we’re dealing with a reality well beyond the scope of any full understanding. The
theology of Paul suggests there is such a thing as a resurrection body fashioned by God in
which the spirit will live on; a body which is different from our earthly bodies of flesh in that it
will be imperishable and incorruptible, yet similar in that we will be recognizable. Paul refers
to this reclothing as a “spiritual body” as opposed to our mortal and perishable “physical
body.”
We’re reminded of that glorious experience of Mary when she arrived at the empty tomb
on that first Easter morning. Instead of finding the lifeless body of Jesus, she was greeted by a
man whom she supposed to be a gardener. It was only after Jesus spoke her name that her
(continued)

eyes were opened to recognize Him in what we surmise was His resurrected body –
different, yet similar. Two disciples on the road to Emmaus had a comparable experience, recognizing the resurrected Christ only upon His breaking bread at table with
them.
Theologian Samuel McCrea Cavert offers his insight: “Resurrection, which is the
distinctive view of the New Testament, assumes that body and spirit are united in a
vital personal whole, and that man (sic) does not exist apart from a body of some
kind. It therefore holds that what we experience after death is not a shadowy continuance in a spirit-world, but a glorified personality in a new creation.”
The apostle Paul concedes that regarding resurrection, we deal with reality which
ultimately rests and relies on faith, and is beyond mere human experience. He continues in writing to the Corinthians: “Lo, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.”
Paul is certainly correct when he calls resurrection a mystery, and equally correct
when he urges us to ultimately allow the matter to rest in the seedbed of faith. Yet
the good news of Easter is that even though we must accept on faith the incomprehensible scope of God’s new creation of a glorified personality which will be our
spiritual, resurrected bodies, we stand confidently rejoicing that through resurrection – however we might presently understand it – “Death is swallowed up in
victory….thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” May our Lord bless you through these weeks of our Lenten journey as
we prepare to celebrate the ultimate glory of Easter victory!

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of January 31, 2020

as of January 31, 2019

YTD Receipts…………………………………………...$ 19,323.84…………………………………$ 18,013.34
YTD Disbursements………………………………….$ 21,881.19……………………………….…$ 21,725.53
YTD Deficit………………………………………………$ 2,557.35……………………………….… $ 3,712.19
Operating Fund Balance……………………..…….$ 18,813.21…………………………….…….$- 3,037.28
Vision 21.1 Balance………………………………..…$-75,509.57…………………………..……$-124,684.57
Thank you for your faithful support of the mission and ministries of
Central Presbyterian!

2020 Per Capita
As you consider your 2020 giving, please bear in mind that this year’s per capita assessment
is the same as last year: $30.56 for each communicant member. The contribution you make through
the per capita helps fund the administrative costs of our Muskingum Valley Presbytery ($18.36),
Synod of the Covenant ($3.25), and General Assembly ($8.95). There is a blue envelope in your box
of offering envelopes for per capita. Thank you in advance for supporting the broader work of the
Presbyterian Church USA.

Stewardship of Attendance
February 2……………….….… 177
February 9……………….….....145
February 16………………..…..137
February 23………………..…..164
Average…………..………..156

Hospitalized in February
Margaret Guleff

David Simon

Report from the February Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on February 20, 2020 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Dana Vargo, Byron Lash, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Denny Printz,
Liz Sibert, Rich Wilder, Kenn Kanipe, Fred Butler, Ann Butler, Carrie Paisley, and Roger Sibert. Also
in attendance was Deacon Representative Mary Sloan. Elder Paisley offered devotions followed by
review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the January 16, 2020 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved request from Amber Barlow to use Bickel Hall and kitchen for a retirement party on
Saturday, May 9, 2020.
* Approved request from Heather Vignos to use Bickel Hall and kitchen for the annual CF benefit
pancake breakfast on Saturday, April 25, 2020.
* Approve request from Pierce Drobney to use Bickel Hall and kitchen for a birthday party on
Saturday, March 21, 2020.
* Approved motion for baptism of Baby Boy Sibert on Sunday, April 5, 2020.
* Approved motion to forego observing communion during worship on Sunday, April 5, 2020.
* Approved motions to restore Chris Evans, Judy Beltz and Lisa Beltz to full church membership.
* Approved motion to remove Jacqueline Pfeiffer from the church rolls due to death.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session recapping his activity since the January Session
meeting. He reported 3 hospital visitations, 9 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He
interviewed/counseled 66 Door Ministry clients, officiated 2 funeral services, attended 3 church
committee meetings, and led 5 Sunday worship services. Several other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $18,813.21 as
of January 31, 2020.
* Approved request from Outreach Ministry to move forward with a grant application for Door
Ministry funding through the Stark County Foundation.
* General discussions regarding youth Lenten worship presentation, Grace Notes, Stick Drama,
staff reviews, Nominating Committee, awning replacement, painting of exterior doors, church
security, meeting with ICare representative from Massillon School District, Souper Bowl Sunday
results, movie nite, golf outing, protégé for Treasurer David Rankl, Palm Sunday roast beef dinner,
and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on February 2, 2020 to 160 communicants.
* Death of Jacqueline Pfeiffer (1/23/20)
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Just a reminder that our devotional for Lent 2020, “From Suffering to
Salvation,” is now available. This devotional inspired by the writings of
Henri J.M. Nouwen will be most helpful in your Lenten preparations. Copies are available in the narthex and main hallway area and, as always, are free for the taking. There is also a variety of other devotional resources available as well. Please help yourself!

Sending Our

Condolences and Prayers

We join with Char, Chad, Matt, Camryn, Morgan Bickel, and Jean Brediger as they mourn the passing of Kenneth Brediger who was released into the arms of Christ on January 18 after a short but
intense battle with cancer. He was 90 years of age. A private family service was conducted for Ken
at Speidel Funeral Home on January 21 with Pastor Larry officiating.
We share with Paul and Darlene Johanning, David and Linda Pfeiffer, Matt and Alison Johanning,
Katie and Chris Becker, Chad and Nicole Pfeiffer, Ryan and Ashley Pfeiffer, and with all the family
and friends the passing of Jacqueline “Jackie” Pfeiffer who was welcomed into the Kingdom of
God on January 23 after a courageous battle. She was 90 years of age. Services were conducted for
Jackie in our sanctuary on January 28 with Pastor Larry officiating and Greg Hollinger providing a
ministry of music. Interment for Jackie and husband Gene followed at Rose Hill Cemetery.
We extend our sympathies to Kevin and Jane Quinn on the passing of Kevin’s mother Rose Quinn
who was called to eternal glory on February 20 at the age of 86. Services were conducted for Rose
at Paquelet Funeral Home on February 25. Interment followed at Sunset Hills Burial Park.
“But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

Communion Alert
Please note that on Sunday, April 5, we WILL NOT be observing the Sacrament of
Holy Communion, instead celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Baptism as Seth and
Sarah Sibert will be bringing forward their soon-to-be delivered son. Communion WILL be served
four days later on Maundy Thursday, April 9. We encourage all to attend and commune on that evening when we remember Jesus’ last supper with His disciples before His arrest and crucifixion.

Children’s
Chatter

The Grace Notes Band will perform during worship service
on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020. Practices will begin on
March 1st until March 29th. Dinner will be served at
5:15, with practice to start afterwards from 6pm-7pm. Grace
Notes is always looking for more musicians, so if you are in
7th grade or above, please consider giving Grace Notes a try. Grace Notes isn't
just for our youth; adults are welcome
too! For more information, please contact Dan Fleischaker 330-834-0525

Youth Easter Pageant
In celebration of the Lenten season, the youth will be performing an Easter pageant this year. This performance will include
all ages and will have a short drama and a few songs. The
Easter pageant will be performed during worship services on
March 22, 2020. There will be a Saturday practice from 10 am
-noon on March 21st, with lunch served afterwards.
Please speak with Nancy Aguon for more information.

McAllister Family Scholarship
High school graduating seniors of our church family are encouraged to apply for the McAllister Family Scholarship which was established in 2005 in loving memory of Mac McAllister. This scholarship
is awarded annually to a single student matriculating in the first year of undergraduate study at a
public or private college, university, or technical school. The recipient is chosen by an independent
selection committee primarily on the basis of financial need, taking into consideration the student’s
demonstrated readiness for post-secondary education. The amount of this one-time award is based
on and distributed from dividends earned from the fund’s principal balance. An application process
is required including a short essay section and financial disclosure (from FAFSA).
Please contact Pastor Larry for information and application. Deadline to receive the completed applications is June 15.

Please Pray For:

March Birthdays
Gunther Lill -------------------- 2
Tom Cliff ------------------------ 3
Lillian Cosgrove ---------------- 3
Doris Oberlin ------------------- 3
Don Wesley --------------------- 3
Jamie Inks ---------------------- 4
Carol Losse --------------------- 7
Ashley Haines ------------------ 9
Matthew Johanning ----------- 9
Art James --------------------- 10
Chad Pfeiffer ----------------- 10
Jonathan Benko -------------- 10
Paul Johanning --------------- 11
Katie Becker -------------------12
Ron Armitage -----------------13
Bob Houchins ------------------13
Don McDonald ----------------14
Michael Cosgrove -------------- 15
Sandy Dodgens --------------- 18
Clayton Weatherbee --------- 18
Leigh Conti ---------------------19
Elizabeth Cosgrove ------------19
Nancy Haines ---------------- 23
Susan McKee ----------------- 24
Nate Sidharta ----------------- 24
Carrie Rankl ------------------ 27
Sean Ball ---------------------- 29
Elisa Castile ------------------ 30
Evan Rankl ---------------------31

March Anniversaries
Nate and Lian Sidharta ------- 1
Garry and Ruth Ann Bolitho -- 5
Judy and Roger Loar --------- 14
Nancy and Cory Aguon ------- 19
Sue and Ken Kelewae -------- 19

Barb Adams-------------------------Home
Cheryl Anderson--------------------Home
Ron Armitage-------- University Village
Dorothy Beck——————————Home
Marie Buckey——-———-Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd-------Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg----------- Amherst Meadows
Art James----------------------- Danbury
Karen King--------------------------Home
Judy Loar--------------------------- Home
Barbara Mertes-------- Green Meadows
Jean Rice---------------—---The Regency
Janet Starrett-------------—--------Home
Bill Walrath------—---University Village

Card Ministry
Jen Shaw
Liturgists in March
Carrie Paisley…………………......March 1
John Beltz…………….…...……....March 8
Rosie Sikorsky………………….…March 15
Barb Cornell………………….……March 22
Dale Smith………………………….March 29
Greeters in March
Dale & Debbie Smith………………..…..March 1
Carol Hauenstein/Rich Wilder………March 8
Dave & Linda Pfeiffer…………………...March 15
Carrie Paisley/Karen Norris……..…..March 22
Betty Fleming/Bea King…………….…March 29

GREETINGS FROM THE KITCHEN
The January Need A Lunch we prepared an open-faced
shredded turkey over a slice of Texas Toast style
bread served with mashed potatoes and gravy and a
side of green beans. Approximately 85 guests enjoyed
dinner. The clothes closet was open for business. Dinner
was served to the congregation on Sunday for fellowship.”
For the February 2020 Need a Lunch Kenn prepared sloppy
Joe sandwiches and coleslaw. Cheryl prepared broccoli / potato / cheese soup. We
served about 80 guests. Special thanks to Craig Aguon for serving the ice cream.
As we begin the 6th year of offering the Second Helping Community lunch, it has gone
by quickly. February 22 the Northwest Lions club served sloppy Joe sandwiches,
mac and cheese, and ice cream with toppings for dessert. We offered small bags of
chips for a snack.. The weather was cold but sunny and we served all that we had
made to the people who came for lunch. The clothing closet was opened with lots of
clothing items for all who were shopping. Thanks to the dedication of the ladies
who run the clothing closet. We had a great crew preparing, serving and clean up
including extra help from Lykins Oil Company and the members of the Northwest
Lions club.
thanks Nancy

st. patty’s Day potluck.
Pot of Gold / Heart of God
Sunday March 15, 2020-Sponsored by the Deacons
Bring a friend to church. Worship with us, share potluck with us and
partake in fun and games with us!
Deacons will provide corned beef. Please bring a side, salad or dessert to share.
Feel free to bring a puzzle or favorite game. The Po-Ke-No table will
be in full swing!

Lenten Vineyard III-20
“ ‘I Am’ The Startling Claim of Jesus”
By Dr. Jesse Middendorf

Jesus makes a lot of startling claims in Scripture. Even though he speaks using
images and illustrations from everyday life, his identity as the true Son of God remains a mystery to most of those who hear him. Our Lenten study for 2020 will focus
on the seven “I Am” statements of Jesus found in the Book of John to gain a deeper
understanding of who Jesus was back then and how these ancient words can transform
us today.
Our study and discussion will begin Sunday, March 1st at 3:00-4:00 in the Memorial Room and conclude on April 5th. The Vineyard is open to all. Please sign-up
at the table in the hall outside the church office. Books will be available Sunday, February 23rd. Susan Eitelman

Hope Rebekah Circle
Hope Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, March 12th in Bickel Hall at
9:30 a.m. Our Hostesses for this meeting are Doris Oberlin, Joyce Hamilton
and Polly Thompson. Our morning devotions and Bible Study will both be led
by Sandy Dodgens. We will be discussing Lesson 2, “Supernatural Wonders in
a Scientific Age”, in our study book, "Miracles". Please remember your items
for the Door Ministry and Pantry. Hope Rebekah welcomes any women of
Central Church to join us for this first meeting of 2020. Try us - you'll like us!

CPC Night at the Movies

A Beautiful Day in The Neighborhood
Starring Tom Hanks as Mr. Rogers
Please join us in the Memorial Room on Friday March 27th as we will watch this timely story of
kindness triumphing over cynicism, based on a true story of a real-life friendship between Fred
Rogers and journalist Tom Junod. We will gather at 6:30 to get our “concessions” (popcorn, movie
candy & drinks provided) and the movie starts at 7:00.

We could ALL use a little kindness
In conjunction with our movie night- The Outreach committee is asking the congregation to participate in “Be a Neighbor Bingo.” Please use the BINGO card below to record random acts of kindness (mark with an X) and return your card to the church ( table display in the hallway by the nursery) by Friday March 27th to enter your name in a drawing to win prizes. A single BINGO = 1
chance / a DOUBLE BINGO = 2 chances and a FULL CARD = 5 chances to win!!
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Surprise someone
with an act of
kindness

Attend a
community, school
or church event

Give a
compliment to a
stranger

Thank someone
who isn’t
expecting it

Ask an
acquaintance,
neighbor or coworker about
their day

Talk to someone
of a younger
generation

Help someone who
needs assistance
with a stroller,
small child,
wheelchair, etc

Offer to help
a friend,
co-worker,
neighbor in need

Pay it forward
Pay for the car or
person in line
behind you.

Support a child school fund-raiser,
sporting event,
girl/boy scouts,
lemonade stand

Give an
encouraging word
to someone who
looks like their
having a bad day

FREE
SPACE

Talk to someone
who looks
different than
you

Send a card to
someone

Volunteer to help
With a project in
your school, community or church

Let someone go
ahead of you in
line at that store or
in traffic

Say a kind word
to a stranger

Talk to someone
of an older
generation

Smile and say
hello to everyone
you can

Invite someone to
church

Visit a shut-in,
someone in a
nursing home,
or hospital

Try to make a
stranger, clerk
or server laugh

Make a phone call
to surprise someone you haven’t
talked to in a while

Pay a compliment
to someone not
expecting it.

Thank a veteran or
active military
soldier for their
service

In a World where you can be anything – BE KIND
Name: __________________________ Phone#: _______________

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
HUNGER * DISASTER * DEVELOPEMENT

You shall be called repairers of the breach— Isaiah 58
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we become the household of God. We extend shelter to those who
have no place to stay, offer compassion to those who have pain—be it physical, emotional or spiritual—
and we set a feast, with God, for those who lack access to enough food to eat. God’s household filled with
love and everyone is welcome.
Providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry and support for the poor and oppressed
Where God is, there is hope for the suffering and the vulnerable.
Received during the season of Lent, One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians join together to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world. Each gift to One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in challenging situations through three impactful programs:

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE
Restorers of Streets to Live In
Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of natural or humancaused disasters

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM
Share your Bread with the Hungry
Takes action to alleviate hunger and the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE
Loose the Bonds of Injustice
Invests in communities responding to their experiences of racism, oppression, poverty and injustice and
educate Presbyterians about the impact of these societal ills

JOIN WITH PRESBYTERIANS WORLDWIDE IN ANSWERING GOD’S CALL
This Lenten Season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing.
IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT!

Grant Received
We extend our thanks to Outreach Chair Liz Sibert and to the Outreach Ministry for making
application and procuring a grant from Rotary in the amount of $5000 to be used in support
of our Door Ministry. This grant was received in January, and will be most helpful in funding
our street-level outreach to those in need. The average week sees approximately twenty clients who are provided counsel, food, and fuel in an atmosphere of hospitality and dignified
care. If you would ever like to know about the work of our Door Ministry, or would like to
make a contribution of cash, groceries, or personal care items, please see administrators
Char Bickel, Sandy Hannan, or Pastor Larry.
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Central Presbyterian Church
47 Second Street NE
Massillon, Ohio 44646
Pastor Larry Lalama - 330-705-3760
Rev Sue Ann Schmidt, Parish Associate
David Rankl, Treasurer
Nancy Aguon, Youth Christian Ed Leader

Char Bickel, Co Administrator
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Chris Craddock, Financial Secretary

Bobby Borton, Administrative Assistant
E-mail: cpc@sssnet.com
Website: www.massilloncpc.org

Doug Beery, Music Director
Leigh Conti, Organist
Carl Wise, Custodian

Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

This is in obedience to the Great Commission of Jesus to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.

