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PASTOR’S NOTES
In recent weeks, I’ve read a number of articles dealing with the growing threat of “pandemic
fatigue.” According to many commentators, pandemic fatigue is most evident among those
front line workers in the healthcare industry who, for eight months, have endured daily the onslaught and upshot of the COVID19 virus. All data points to yet another wave of infections which,
along with the onset of seasonal influenzas, medical experts suggest could make for a
long and difficult winter. In spite of the optimism of those who claim that this virus will simply
disappear with or without a vaccine, the predictions of some of our nation’s top names in
virology and infectious disease, who stated early on that this pandemic would be with us for
some time to come, appear to have been based on a thoughtful and realistic assessment. While those
worst affected by pandemic fatigue are in the medical community, it cannot be denied that ALL of us
are in one way or another feeling burnout after long months of masking, physical distancing, interruption of activities, adjustment of lifestyles, and everything else that goes with a crisis of this magnitude. I personally miss the intimacy of engagement which lives at the heart of our life as a faith community. I miss the handshakes and hugs, now replaced by fist bumps and elbow swats. I miss the
filled choir loft and sanctuary. Yet like all of us, I’ve become resigned and have tried to adapt to this
“new normal.” Even so, like all of us, I’m sick (not yet literally) and tired of it.
One of the great themes derived from the Holy Scriptures is that of endurance. This is
closely akin to one of the fruits of the Spirit cited by the apostle Paul in his Galatian letter:
patience. Paul in fact marries these two when he writes to the Colossians, “may you be
prepared to endure everything with patience.” He goes further in his letter to the Roman
church suggesting that endurance adds value to suffering: “we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope.” The letter of James reflects this same spiritual principle in its opening words: “whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have its
full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.” Some may see
this pandemic, and the difficulties and demands that come along with it, as a test from the very
hand of the Almighty. Others perceive it as God’s judgment. Still others understand it as an indication of God’s absence. I myself interpret this neither as a test from God’s hand, nor judgment, nor
God’s absence. The processes by which this virus has been introduced and is spread are not divine in
origin, but biological. There are nonetheless valuable lessons to be learned on a spiritual level. God
is in this.

As a culture and society, we have fallen into a number of unhealthy patterns, especially in
the last few generations; and along with them, unhelpful methods of coping. One of
those patterns could be described as “everything now,” alongside is its ancillary methodology of “hurry up;” modern mores, neither of which serve us well in the midst of a pandemic such as we’re now experiencing. Perhaps this pattern and methodology is actually
extending the duration of the pandemic. It seems that through our impatience, and our
unwillingness to persevere and stay the course of prevention and mitigation being
suggested by our greatest scientific minds, we are unwittingly protracting things. This is
not to minimize the seriousness or severity of the virus. Yet it seems that our pandemic
fatigue – real and legitimate a problem as it is – is causing us to let down our guard in a
manner of speaking. I suppose we are just not that good at patience, endurance and
perseverance. Unlike our recent forebears who endured and persevered through a
previous pandemic, a depression, and two world wars, we seem to have been unchallenged and hence unequipped to stay the course until this biological war is fully waged,
and this biological enemy defeated or at least controlled. While the genesis of this virus
is not spiritual, I contend that its resolution is. Only as we adopt and practice these
spiritual principles lifted up in God’s word can we overcome the worldly challenges which
confront us. A deadly pandemic is our presenting issue, yet these principles apply to all
else we face in our mortality. From prison, presumably near the end of his earthly journey, Paul penned words to his friend Timothy which are at once inspirational and
instructive: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith.” Clearly, Paul writes from a position of human character and spiritual
maturity forged by his endurance and perseverance in the face of many earthly
altercations.
I can speak only for myself when I say that I acknowledge my pandemic fatigue, and
the temptation to just give up and give in because I’m tired of the fight. Yet as much as I
don’t like it, with the Lord’s help, I will continue to do what I believe is called for. I will
continue to wear a mask in public, despite the voices which may call me “weak” for doing
so. I will continue to maintain physical distance however much I want to draw close. I
will continue to substitute for the time being fist bumps and elbow swats for handshakes
and hugs [Yet my wife and grandkids will always be the exceptions]. And I will continue
as best I can to have faith that acting upon the spiritual principles and practical wisdom
revealed in Scripture will result in eventually overcoming this worldly enemy. Please
pray along with me that on the other side of this, we will all have learned some valuable
lessons about patience, endurance and perseverance; our characters strengthened on the
forge. In the meanwhile, however long it takes, let us not allow pandemic fatigue to
control and overtake us. May we remain strong in the Lord.

Report from the October Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on October 15, 2020 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
The meeting was conducted in the sanctuary with masking and physical distancing observed.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Debbie Feichter, Don McDonald, Byron Lash, Liz Sibert, Leslie
Picot, Dana Vargo, Denny Printz, Rich Wilder, Nancy McEwen, Char Bickel, Carrie Paisley, Scott
Vignos, and Roger Sibert. Elder Liz Sibert offered devotions followed by review of the church
family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the September 10, 2020 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved request for membership transfer from Rita Haines to St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church.
* Approved motion to allow Pastor Lalama to retain his laptop computer upon retirement.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session recapping his activity since the September
Session meeting. He attended 3 church committee meetings, officiated 1 funeral, led 3 Sunday
worship services, and provided pastoral care via phone and online. Other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $14,125.39
as of September 30, 2020.
* Approved motion to purchase sound room equipment at an estimated cost of $712.
* General discussions regarding reorganization of chancel choir, search for transitional pastor,
completion of roof repairs and awning replacements, MARK Program to provide food assistance
to Massillon City School students, progress of media installation, returning hymnals and Bibles
to pew racks, and logistics for congregational meeting.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on Sunday, October 4 to 51 communicants in the sanctuary; online
count unknown.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of September 30, 2020

as of September 30, 2019

YTD Receipts…………………………………… $ 196,500.55……………………………….$ 222,362.86
YTD Disbursements…………………………. $ 203,745.72……………………………….$ 217,520.82
YTD Deficit/Surfeit……………………………$ - 7,245.17………………………………..$ 4,842.04
Operating Fund Balance…………………… $ 14,125.39……………………………….. $ 5,516.95
Vision 21.1 Balance………………………….. $-64,300.86…………………………….….$-109,909.57
Blessed be our Lord and God who provides for our needs in every season! Thanks to your Godinspired generosity, we are doing remarkably well! At the end of three quarters of our fiscal year,
we are positioned to potentially end the year with a nearly balanced budget! This was almost
unimaginable six months ago! Over the course of the past month, we have cut our operating
budget deficit almost in half! THANK YOU!!!

Stewardship of
Attendance
October
September 20………………….. no count
September 27………………….. 38
October 4…………………………..51
October 11…………………………53
October 18………………………...50
October 25…………………………54
Average……………………………49

Hospitalized
in September

NONE

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in November
Jean Mummertz ---------------------- 2
Carter Crowe -------------------------- 3
Fred Werner -------------------------- 3
Kevin Quinn--------------------------- 6
Pat Tuberty --------------------------- 6
Dan Fleischaker ---------------------- 6
Margaret Myers------------------------ 7
Kyle Slagle ----------------------------- 8
Noreen Rogers ------------------------ 8
Bonnie Baltzer ------------------------ 9
Julie Roseman ------------------------ 9
Bob Warren -------------------------- 12
Alex Butler --------------------------- 14
Kaylee Lynn Rankl ------------------ 15
Ron Fogle----------------------------- 18
Bev Oberlin -------------------------- 18
Jordan Fitzgibbon ------------------- 18
Stew Fryer --------------------------- 19
Nancy McEwen --------------------- 19
Loreen Nodo ------------------------- 19
Dana Vargo -------------------------- 20
Judy Loar ---------------------------- 22
Jim Sibert --------------------------- 22
Marcia Short ------------------------- 23
Norma Smith ----------------------- 25
Craig Aguon -------------------------- 26
Garry Bolitho ------------------------ 26
Scott Vignos ------------------------- 28
Frank Contrael ---------------------- 29
Brantley Carson --------------------- 30

Anniversaries in November
Herb & Jackie Shreiner ------- 17
Bob and Tammy Pribanic --- 19
David and Linda Pfeiffer ---- 20
Charlie & Maureen Cooper --- 24
Rich and Tracy Wilder ------- 26
Dan and Rachael Fleischaker 29

Barbara Adams———–———–—————–-Home
Cheryl Anderson——–———–———–——–Home
Ron Armitage ———–—Inn at University Village
Marie Buckey ——–—————-——Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd———–—–-——Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg————–——–——-Amherst Meadows
Karen King————–—–—— ———————Home
Judy Loar————————— ———————Home
Barbara Mertes——–——–——-—-Green Meadow
Jean Rice———————–—–————The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—–—–————–Tuttle Crossing
Jan Starret ——————————-Home
David Oberlin ————————-AlterCare Navarre

Card Ministry
Linda Pfeiffer

Liturgists in November
Stew Fryer—November 1
Charla Paulus—November 8
Mike Cosgrove– November 15
Byron Lash– November 22
Sue Kelewae– November 29

Outreach Highlights
Thank You! Thank YOU!! THANK YOU!!!

M

The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who donated to our Community Outreach of refillable water bottles. We at Central collected 54 bottles
for Massillon City School students. Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

MOUNTAIN OF FOOD ‘WEEK’
Monday November 16—Sunday November 22
During the past several months our daily door ministry has been suspended due to
COVID—19. We are reaching out to our community in a different way and offering
bags of groceries, household and personal items, along with Save-A-Lot and gas gift
cards through our monthly Need-A-Lunch ministry. We also have an opportunity to
partner with Massillon City Schools and provide food for students and their families
through the M.A.R.K ( Massillon Area Resources for kids) project. This program is
replacing the “Food for Home” program which is no longer available.
Everyone is invited to bring one or two bags of groceries to help fill the pantry so we
can continue to provide for our brothers and sisters in need. Items can be dropped
off in the church office during the week or on Sunday morning November 22nd.

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.” Matthew 25: 40

Food Items

Household Items

Pasta, spaghetti sauce, canned soup, vegetables,

Toilet paper, paper towels,

Fruit, canned meat and tuna, peanut butter, jelly

Dish soap, laundry detergent,

Macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles, cereal, granola

Toothpaste and tooth brushes

Bars

Shampoo, soap, deodorant

The NW Lions club has continued to serve a free community lunch, called Second Helping Lunch, when
there are 5 Saturdays in the month. We served 4 meals this year beginning Feb 22 which we were able to
serve a hot meal in our dining area. Our other meals were served on May 23, August 22, and October
24. Following the guidelines of COVID and Need a Lunch program we have provided sack lunches with a
variety of cold and hot sandwiches, fruit cups, chips, cole slaw, and soup. We have seen an increased number of persons that we have served at our church door on Second St. since we have had to stop serving our
meals in the dining hall in April. Since August, for the Need A Lunch and Second Helping Lunch, we have
provided either a bag of groceries or household items and a choice of a Save A Lot gift card or a Speedway
Gas card of $10.00. This has been possible with the help of the Door ministry donations as we try to continue to assist our community in alternate ways with providing necessary items in addition to food.
Need a Lunch for October we provided 32 sack lunches, Grocery bags: 12, Household items bag: 15, Save
a Lot gift cards: 16, and Speedway Gas cards: 9
Our Second Helping Lunch for October, we provided 39 sack lunches, grocery bags: 9, household items
bag: 15, Save a lot gift card: 18 and Speedway gift card: 10 cards.

Share -A- Gift Program 2020
Due to COVID-19 we will be doing our Share-A-Gift program a little differently this year. The Outreach
Committee has decided to ask the congregation for monetary donations so that we as a committee can purchase the items requested by the families that we adopt through The Salvation Army’s Adopt-A Family program. With your donations we will be providing the children with toys, a Walmart or Target gift card for
families to purchase household/personal items, and a Giant Eagle gift card to purchase food for the holidays. Please mail or drop your gifts off to the office or place them in the offering plate on Sunday mornings
marked “Share-A- Gift” program. We will have a follow-up article with more details of families/items
purchased in a future communicator. Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity.

The Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers to RING THE RED KETTLE BELL for the Massillon
Salvation Army on December 5th beginning at 10am to 8pm.
The funds raised through the organization’s iconic red kettles are at risk this year due to COVID 19 while
requests for services are at an all time high. We will be using strict health guidelines to protect everyone
involved. Our location is the Massillon Marketplace Walmart, the grocery entrance. If you are willing to
work a 2 hour shift, we would like 2 persons per shift but will pair a single person with another volunteer.
The Salvation Army provides the kettle and bells to ring. Depending on the weather, please dress warm as
you will be standing outside the main doors of Walmart. If you are interested in RINGING THE BELL for
the Salvation Army, please complete the form below and return to the church office by November 23rd.
_______________________________________________________________________
I would like to RING THE BELL for the Salvation Army on Saturday December 5th:

Name:_________________________
10am—12 noon ____
12 noon—2pm _____
2pm—4pm _____
4pm—6pm _____
6pm—8pm _____

Phone #:__________________

Advent 2020 – Virtual Vineyard
Wednesdays, December 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd at 7:00pm

Peace, Justice, Joy, and Salvation: An Adult Advent Study
At Christmas, we celebrate the greatest of God’s gifts: the birth of Immanuel, God with us.
Throughout the season of Advent, we’re able to anticipate God’s gifts to us and consider what
they really mean. Over the four sessions of this study, we will consider familiar texts from the
book of Isaiah through the lens of gifts. Embedded in these texts are gifts that God longs to give
us and deeply desires for us to receive into our lives: peace, justice, joy, and salvation.
The purpose of this four-session Advent study is to show how these gifts are nothing short of
transformative. If we receive them, they will re-form us into what we were intended to be from the
beginning: reflections of God’s own being. Each session includes one focus text from the book of
Isaiah, allowing participants to closely examine the passages together through the lens of Advent
and the gifts God provides.
If you are interested, please email or call Roger Sibert for materials and a Zoom meeting invitation.
rmsibert@sssnet.com
330.232.1321

Dear Central
We want to thank you for all of the generous support that your church has provided over the years. We are hoping you may be able to help us once
again. The Salvation Army of Massillon is looking for volunteers to manage
our front desk. If any of your parishioners is looking to volunteer for 3-4 hrs a
week, please have them contact me. Our front desk is the first person that people see or hear when they contact us. We are looking for someone to direct
callers to the right person. This person also will make pantry appointments
and other miscellaneous things. I appreciate you getting this out. We pray
that you are all safe and look forward to hearing from you.
Jacqueline Sayers
Director of Development
The Salvation Army of Massillon
Phone: (330)833-6473

Children’s
Chatter
Youth Christmas Play
We will be doing things differently this year but our youth will still
be able to perform and share their love for God with the congregation.
A letter will be sent out to parents soon with all the information
concerning this year's Christmas play. Thank you!

SOCKTOBER
Once again, Central has answered the call for those in need. Socktober
was a great success! There were approximately 260 pairs of socks collected .
These sock donations will be divided between the Family Living Center and
Massillon City Schools. Thank you so much!

Gateway /Compass Online Sunday Class 10am—10:20
Horizon Online Class Sunday Evening 7pm—7:30

.

Hope Rebekah
Circle
Hope Rebekah Circle will meet Thursday November 12th at 11:30 am in Bickel Hall. Because
of the virus, we each are responsible for our own lunch.
Debbie Feichter will lead our Bible Study—” Power in the Presence of Death”, based on Luke
8: 40-42, 49-56 and found on page 19 of our book “ Miracles”. Devotions will be given by
Polly Thompson.
It would be wonderful to have everyone back to enjoy food, fun and fellowship. All women of
Central Church are invited to join us.

Confirmation Class Update
Confirmation Class 2020 enters its last month of preparation for full communicant
membership at Central Presbyterian. These six students under the leadership of Pastor Larry
and Nancy Aguon have done a wonderful job, studying in the areas of Bible, theology,
worship and sacraments, history and mission: Craig Aguon, Cael Ball, Olivia Fleischaker, Alyssa Georgiou, Anna Rankl and Logan Rankl. The class will be formally
received during worship on Sunday, December 6.
Pastor Nominating Committee in Place
At a congregational meeting conducted following worship on October 25, a slate of nine
nominees to serve on our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was brought before the
congregation for election. The PNC will be leading our congregation, first through a period of
self-study and mission discernment, then through the search and call process for our next
installed Minister of Word and Sacrament. The following were unanimously elected to serve
this important role: Nancy Aguon, John Beltz, Cheryl Lash, Don McDonald, Ashley
Pfeiffer, Allison Printz, Heather Vignos, Gary Werner, Rich Wilder. The group
will soon begin meetings with the general presbyter of Muskingum Valley Presbytery. Please
be in prayer for your PNC as they commence this important
work.

We extend our deepest sympathies to Stephanie, John, Hollie and Will Beltz on the passing of
Stephanie’s father Leslie Nussbaum who was released into Kingdom glory on September 25 after
a lengthy illness. He was 73 years of age. A private celebration of Leslie’s life will be conducted at a
future date.
“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?” - 1 Corinthians 15:54b-55

Baby Buzz!
We are most pleased to announce the birth of our newest member here at Central Presbyterian!
Macklen Christopher Becker was born to Katie and Chris on September 28, weighing in at a
very healthy 9 lb. 10 oz! A single red rose in honor of Macklen’s arrival graced our baptismal font
during worship on October 18. We send our congratulations and blessings to Chris, Katie and sister Madison, as well as to maternal grandparents Paul and Darlene Johanning.
“The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” Psalm 118:23

Mountain of Food

2910:20 Worship

Confirmation class 4pm

22
10:20 Worship

Confirmation class 4pm

15
10:20 Worship

Confirmation class 4pm

8
10:20 Worship

Confirmation class 4pm

1
Communion
10:20 Worship

Sunday

6:30 Faith/
Nurture
7:30 Choir

7pm Men’s Study

30

24

Mountain of Food

7:30 choir

25

26

Mountain of Food Mountain of Food

6:30 Session

19

18

17

25

Mountain of Food

16
7pm Men’s Study

12
11:30
Hope Rebekah

5

Thursday

6pm Deacons

11

4

Wednesday

6:30pm Outreach/
Trustees
7:30 Choir

10

7:30pm Choir

7pm Men’s Study

9
7pm Men’s Study

3

Tuesday

2

Monday

27

Mountain of Food

20

13

1
6

Friday

28

Mountain of Food

21

14
10:45 Need A
Lunch

2
7

Saturday

47 Second Street NE
Massillon, Ohio 44646
Return Service Requested

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Massillon, Ohio
44646
Permit N0. 179

2020
Central Presbyterian Church
47 Second Street NE
Massillon, Ohio 44646
Pastor Larry Lalama - 330-705-3760
David Rankl, Treasurer
Nancy Aguon, Youth Christian Ed Leader
Bobby Borton, Administrative Assistant
E-mail: cpc@sssnet.com
Website: www.massilloncpc.org

Char Bickel, Co Administrator
Sandy Hannan, Co Administrator
Chris Craddock, Financial Secretary
Doug Beery, Music Director
Leigh Conti, Organist
Carl Wise, Custodian

Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

This is in obedience to the Great Commission of Jesus to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.

