September Communicator
2020
PASTOR’S NOTES
I trust you have all received my recent letter announcing my retirement at the end of January of 2021.
As we move into the final five months of my service to this wonderful church family, I wanted to briefly
lay out the next steps ahead. I am hoping that by keeping channels of communication wide open, we can
perhaps allay some of the anxiety we’re all feeling; you as a congregation entering a time of preparation
for and transition to new pastoral leadership; I as a minister preparing for and transitioning to a new phase
of life as a retiree.
My retirement date was first announced to Session in January with the agreement that announcement
to the congregation would be made late summer. This information was communicated early on to our
general presbyter of Muskingum Valley Presbytery, Rev. Matt Skolnik. Matt has already met with Session to begin discussing our path forward, and will be helping lead Session and congregation through the
process. Having known Matt for several years, and observing his leadership within our presbytery, I am
confident that his counsel and aid will be invaluable.
The first step in the process is for Session to nominate and the congregation to elect what is
called the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). The plan is for this committee to be comprised of seven
to nine members, representative of Ruling Elders, Deacons, and the congregation-at-large. Session will
begin extending invitations to PNC candidates in September with the intent of bringing the slate before
the congregation for election sometime in October. The role of the PNC is to first engage the congregation in a process of self-study, discerning where the congregation has been, presently is, and where the
congregation desires to go in the future. This will help lead to development of a profile of the pastoral
leadership by which the church will be best served in its mission. Upon completion of the self-study, a
“resume” of the church is developed which will be available to pastors who are currently seeking a call.
The PNC will then begin receiving and reviewing profiles of pastoral candidates, determining who will be
the best “match” for the congregation based on all information gathered. This search process culminates
in the PNC presenting a candidate to the congregation for examination and election. The timeline of this
process varies, but generally spans a period of several months to a year. It is vitally important that this
search not be rushed, but rather thoughtfully, carefully and deliberately executed. If you are called to
serve in the capacity of a PNC member, please be aware you have not been randomly selected, but have
been asked based on confidence in your ability to effectively serve. Then, please say “Yes.”
Upon my departure, Session through the Human Resources Ministry will hire an interim or
transitional pastor whose job it will be to help lead the congregation in its period of discernment and transition. This role is highly specialized, and is filled by those pastors who have been trained for such shortterm assignments. Throughout this ministry, the interim will provide for all the congregation’s pastoral
needs. It must be understood that this person may not be called as the next installed pastor. He or she
will serve until the newly called pastor is duly installed.

Again, this is a thumbnail sketch of a lengthy and involved, but altogether worthwhile, effort.
While the PNC is the group leading the effort, the involvement of every member of the congregation is necessary -- your input during information gathering for the self-study; your encouragement
of the work of the PNC; your support of the ministry of the transitional pastor; and most importantly, your ardent prayers that the Lord will bring together the congregation and that special pastor
who will lead you into the next chapter of Central Presbyterian’s future, and a wonderful future it
will be! I, as the departing pastor, will not be involved in the PNC’s work, or have any part in its
direction or the selection of the pastor who will follow me. I nevertheless would be happy to answer any questions you may have with regard to the process itself. Thank you again for the opportunity and privilege of serving as your pastor!

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of July 31, 2020

as of July 31, 2019

YTD Receipts………………………. $ 144,327.50……………………….. $ 181,082.22
YTD Disbursements……………...… $ 161,540.10……………………….. $ 165,590.85
YTD Deficit/Surfeit……….…………$ - 17,212.60…………………….… $ 15,491.37
Operating Fund Balance..………..…. $ 4,157.96…………………..…… $ 16,166.28
Vision 21.1 Balance………………… $ - 70,100.86…………………….….$-113,209.57

While we continue to carry a significant deficit at the end of July, we have managed to cut that
deficit by around 25% since the end of June. In our pledged offering, our deficit is at 5% which is
remarkable considering the financial stress of the past four months. Overall, our finances are
stable and our balance sheet shows solvency. Thank YOU for your faithful and generous giving
which has allowed us to continue to reach out through worship, education and mission, albeit
delivered in new ways! It is also worth noting that as we move into our third and final year of
attempting to retire our debt from the Vision 21.1 capital improvement project, we have reduced
that balance to just over $70,000. That’s a reduction of over $43,000! Thank you for your efforts
on this front as well. Please continue to give as the Lord has prospered you!

Sanctuary Attendance
August 2………………... 36
August 9……………...… 52
August 16………………. 38
August 23………………. 48
Average………...……… 44

Hospitalized in July/August
Jane Sypolt

Don Anweiler

Judy Miday (OP)

David Simon
Sue Wesley

Report from the July Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on July 16, 2020 in the sanctuary with Rev. Larry Lalama
moderating. Distancing and masking protocol were observed. Ruling Elders in attendance were
Debbie Feichter, Don McDonald, Byron Lash, Dale Smith, Liz Sibert, Kenn Kanipe, Carrie Paisley,
Scott Vignos, Dana Vargo, Denny Printz, Fred Butler, Ann Butler, Rich Wilder, and Roger Sibert.
Also in attendance was Deacon representative Cheryl Lash. Elder Feichter offered devotions followed
by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the June 18, 2020 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved motion to appoint Nancy McEwen as Clerk of Session pro tem for 2020-2021.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session detailing his activities since the June meeting. He attended 4 church committee meetings, led 4 Sunday online worship services, and is providing pastoral care
via phone and online.
Order of the Day
Discussed in detail the plans for a soft reopening of the sanctuary for public worship on Sunday,
August 2. Ohio State and Stark County COVID19 data was reviewed and discussed. Trustees provided a
detailed plan for worship protocol and procedures which would offer as safe an environment as possible
for attendees. It was agreed that all materials would be removed from pews, masking would be required of
all attendees, distancing would be observed and monitored by Trustee ushers, and the order of worship
would be shortened. Session approved moving forward with opening the church for public worship on August 2, 2020.
Reports of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $5,184.34
as of June 30, 2020.
* Approved motion establishing a Team Tech Fund for collecting targeted donations to support
ongoing technology upgrades.
* Approved motion for the purchase and installation of a Sony SRG-300H 1080p camera and a
Sony IP remote controller with funding to come from the WIN Endowment Fund.
* General discussions regarding virtual vineyards, virtual VBS, use of Door Ministry funds to
purchase groceries, personal care items, and cleaning supplies to be distributed in conjunction
with monthly Need-a-Lunch, annual committee program reports, extension of terms of officers,
potential interim pastorate, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion provided online on June 7, 2020, count unknown.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Report from the August Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on August 20, 2020 in the sanctuary with Rev.Larry Lalama
moderating. Distancing and masking protocol were observed. Ruling Elders in attendance were Debbie
Feichter, Don McDonald, Byron Lash, Dale Smith, Liz Sibert, Carrie Paisley, Scott Vignos, Dana Vargo,
Denny Printz, Fred Butler, Ann Butler, Rich Wilder, Nancy McEwen, Char Bickel, and Roger Sibert.
Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Allison Printz. Elder Printz offered devotions followed by
review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the July 16, 2020 regular meeting of Session.
* Set date for installation of Ruling Elders and Deacons during worship on Sunday, September 6,
2020.
* Approved motion to remove John Sweeny from the church rolls due to death on June 16, 2016.
* Approved motion to remove June Sweeny from the church rolls at her request.
* Approved Rev. Chris Stewart to serve as pulpit supply on September 20 and Rev. Ben George to
serve as pulpit supply on September 27, 2020 in pastor’s absence.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session recapping his activity since the July Session
meeting. He reported 1 home visitation. He attended 4 church committee meetings, led 2 online and 3
hybridized Sunday worship services, and is providing pastoral care via phone and online.
Report of the Ministries and Deacons
* Approved Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $4,157.96
as of July 31, 2020.
* Approved motion to purchase and install a monitor, screen, projector and associated software
along with software licensing and electrical service in the sanctuary to be funded from the WIN
Fund.
* General discussions regarding transition strategies and initial conversation regarding formation
of a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), awning installation, Feast of the Faithful, golf outing
review, distribution of household and personal care items through Bag-a-Lunch and Second
Helping, Back-to-School collection, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Death of John Sweeney (6/6/16).
* Holy Communion provided in the sanctuary to 36 communicants and online, count unknown.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Birthdays in September
Lynn Heiser -------------- 1
Lois Werner -------------- 5
Nancy Putt ---------------- 8
Ethan Craddock --------- 9
Karen Houchins ---------- 9
Richard Slabaugh -------- 9
Piper Werner -------------- 9
Linda Contrael ---------- 11
Doug Beery --------------12
Olivia Aguon ------------12
Will Beltz ----------------12
Heather Vignos ---------13
Jennifer Watson ---------13
Char Bickel --------------15
Donna Burau ------------16
Kelly Hamilton ---------18
Lian Sidharta -----------18
Nancy Aguon ------------19
Gary Miller --------------19
Hollie Beltz -------------20
Quincy Davis ------------21
Sue Kelewae ------------21
Janice Swan -------------21
Scott McCamish --------22
Lisa Smitherman -------26
Jan Cotterman ----------28

Barb Adams…………………..Home
Cheryl Anderson…………...Home
Ron Armitage………………..University Village
Dorothy Beck………………….Home
Marie Buckey………………… Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd…………………..Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg…………………….Amherst Meadows
Karen King…………………..Home
Judy Loar……………………..Home
Barbara Mertes……………..Green Meadows
Jean Rice……………………..The Regency
Janet Starrett………………….Home
Bill Walrath…………………...University Village
We are suspending any greeters
for Sunday Morning worship until further notice. As we proceed
Attention
through the reopening of the
Greeters
church and as the COVID pandemic continues, the outreach
ministry will revisit a greeter program and
see how a greeter program will be reestablished in the future. Thank you for your service to Central Presbyterian Church.

Liturgists in September

Anniversaries in September
David and Linda Rankl ------------ 7
Lynn and David Heiser ------------ 8
Scott and Heather Vignos --------19
Gail and Kenneth Billman -------29

September 6 - Bev Denholm
September 13 - Carl Wise
September 20 - Rachael Fleischaker
September 27 - Mike Cosgrove

Card Ministry
Gail Billman

Children’s
Chatter

This year's Sunday School classes will be conducted a little differently. To
help promote the health and safety of everyone, classes will be held online
through Zoom for the next few months. The Gateway/Compass class will
meet online each Sunday morning from 10-10:20AM. The Horizon class
will meet Sunday evenings from 7–7:30PM. Meeting codes will be set to
the provided email. Both classes begin September 13, 2020.

I am very excited to be leading these classes, I have really missed
these amazing kids. If there are any questions, please contact me at
the church office or at 330-236-9015.
Thank you, Nancy Aguon

With a new start to Sunday School, there are children who are able
to be promoted into the next class level. This year we will be celebrating seven children as they advance into a higher class. These
youth will be recognized for their achievement on September 13,
2020 during Children's Chat. So, please join us on the live stream
to share in the joy of the next chapter of their spiritual journey.

Follow Horizon on Instagram!

Share with your friends!

Peace and Global Witness Offering ** September 6th – October 4th
The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be celebrated on World Communion Sunday October 4th. Through participation in The Peace and Global Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community and our world. We begin at the communion
table, with our siblings in every time and place, and we celebrate the peace we find there and
commit to building a more just and peaceful world. We celebrate the truth found in 2nd Thessalonians, “May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.
50% of the offering is used by Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness
25% of the offering is retained by mid council for ministries of peace and reconciliation
25% of the offering is retain by Central Presbyterian Church and will go to The Family
Living Homeless Shelter. The shelter provides up to 90 days of emergency housing for
Stark County families and single women. The program includes a wide array of supportive services. The objective of the program is to break the cycle of poverty by empowering each family with the necessary skills to eventually attain the ability to function in an
independent living arrangement and maintain independent housing.
Please give generously to the Peace and Global Witness Offering.

As of July 26, we are live streaming on YouTube in
addition to Facebook live. If you have been having
difficulty with Facebook, then join us on YouTube.
To find the church YouTube site, Go the church Website at
www.Massilloncpc.org, scroll to the bottom of the home page and select the
YouTube
icon.
This will link you directly to the church YouTube account. We will be live
streaming from both Facebook Live and YouTube at Massillon Central Presbyterian Church beginning at 10:25 each Sunday morning. You can also
view the saved Facebook live videos from the website page at any time. You
can view YouTube saved videos from the YouTube page.
Please be patient with the camera operators as we learn the camera and
joystick controls for the operation of the camera. We appreciate your feedback on your worship experience online.

Tech Fund Established
At the July meeting, Session approved creating a “Tech Fund” that will allow
members and friends of Central Church to donate targeted gifts to support our
ongoing efforts to upgrade our technology. Please consider a donation to this
new outreach of Central Church, as we move forward with upgrades to support
both our live-streaming and in-person worship
experiences.
Thank you in advance for your generous contributions!
Roger Sibert
Chair, Team Tech

Golf Outing Summary
A big “Thanks” to all who participated in the 4th Annual Golf outing held on August 16 at the Canal Fulton Lyons Den Golf Course. This was the Outreach ministry fundraiser for the general budget. In summary, we had total of 20 golfers participating and all had a great time. Due to COVID, teams teed off one
after another from hole 1 and played 18 holes of golf. We started in a light/moderate rain that lasted about
2 hours, however, around 3 PM the rain stopped, the sun came out and blue skies prevailed. The winning
team was Team 3 with players Rich Wilder, Roger Huth, Scott Vignos, and Carl Wise. Their team earned
gift cards to local restaurants.
We had 3 golf hole sponsors including Brenda Wise, KW legacy Realtor, Enhanced Consulting Services,
Roger and Liz Sibert, and Debbie Feichter.
We had 3 proximity prizes: Longest drive was won by Liz Sibert, longest putt was won by Sandy Sibert,
and closest to the pin was won by Rich Wilder. Each received a goody bag prize of golf items.
A boxed dinner from Old Carolina Barbecue was served at the end of play. Special thanks to the following: Roger and Liz Sibert for arranging the Lyons Den Golf Course of Canal Fulton for our outing, Old
Carolina Barbecue for our box meals, providing water and beverages at the start and at the turn during golf,
and providing goody bags for each of the golfers, Ron Swartz for providing snacks for our golfers and to
Debbie Feichter who picked up our meals and brought them to the golf course, the Outreach Ministry
Team for planning the golf outing.

Thank You! Thank YOU!! THANK YOU!!!
The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who purchased items for the Salvation Army’s
Back-to-School program. This year’s school supply list is even longer and the need even greater for children returning to school. We at Central collected over 170 items for this outreach to our community!
Thank you for generosity and for giving to this much needed cause.

The Northwest Lions club members prepared 30 sack lunches of pulled
pork, bun, potato salad, fruit jello, granola bar or fruit snack and bottled
water.
Thanks to Ron Swartz for the donated Granola bars and bottled water.
We gave out 22 of the 30 sack lunches. With help of office staff we gave
out 10 bags of house hold items and 8 bags of groceries to each family.
In addition each family received a $10 gift card from Save a lot.
Over the last 2 months we have given away a bag of household items or groceries that would
normally be given out with the door ministry. We continue to seek always to serve in our
community but socially distance at the same time.
Northwest Lions club and Nancy McEwen.

Community Outreach Opportunity
Refillable Water Bottles
The Outreach Committee is requesting donations of new refillable water
bottles for children in Massillon City Schools. The drinking fountains are not
in operation, but students are permitted to bring and fill water bottles during
their day. There will be a bin outside of the church office for collections through the month of
September. Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity.

Men’s Bible Study to Resume
Let’s Get Going!!
Date: Monday, September 14
Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Memorial Room
Lesson: Matthew 17
All are welcome but wear a face mask, please!
For more information contact: Denny Printz 330.454.286
or Charlie Cooper 330.323.8774

Congratulations and Best Wishes to our 2020 Graduates!
Ellen Baker
Daughter of Mike and Shannon Baker
The Ohio State University on August with a BA
in Chinese Language and Literature, and a BFA in
Art. She has accepted employment with the
Gahanna-Jefferson school district to teach Chinese to 3-5 grade and she is working remotely for
Noor Kids as a Children's Content Designer.

Gregory Baker
Son of Mike and Shannon Baker
Greg graduated from Jackson High School. He will
be attending Ohio University and will be majoring
in Chemistry & Education.

Colton Bonk
Son of Kelly Fogle
Colton graduated from the University of Toledo
with a degree in Marketing and Sales. He
graduated Magna Cum Laude and is pursuing
his MBA at UT.

Lorinda Kanipe
Daughter of Kenn and Marlene Kanipe
Lorinda graduated from Washington High School
She will be continuing her education at Kent
State University Main campus entering the College of Education, integrated Social Studies program. She hopes to one day be back at WSH as a
history or social studies teacher.

Evan Rankl
Son of Donald and Carrie Rankl
Evan graduated from Tuslaw High School.
He is entering the workforce and following in
his Grandpa David’s footsteps to becoming a
locksmith. He is employed at The Locksmith
Shop in Wooster.
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E-mail: cpc@sssnet.com
Website: www.massilloncpc.org

Doug Beery, Music Director
Leigh Conti, Organist
Carl Wise, Custodian

Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

This is in obedience to the Great Commission of Jesus to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.

