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Report from the January Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on January 21, 2021 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
The meeting was conducted in the sanctuary with masking and physical distancing observed.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Debbie Feichter, Scott Vignos, Byron Lash, Leslie Picot, Denny
Printz, Rich Wilder, Nancy McEwen, Dana Vargo, Char Bickel, Dale Smith, Don McDonald, and
Roger Sibert. Also in attendance was Treasurer David Rankl [note correction to Session Report
from December 2020 that Treasurer David Rankl was in attendance]. Devotion, review of the
church family prayer list, and opening prayer were offered by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the special Session meeting of December 3, 2020 and of the regular
Session meeting of December 17, 2020.
* Approved the clerk’s annual statistical report to be submitted to the PCUSA.
* Motions to remove the names of David Heiser and Sara Frieg from the church rolls due to
death.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session detailing his activities since the December
Session meeting. He reported 3 church committee meetings, officiated 2 funerals, led 5 Sunday
worship services and 1 special worship service, and provided pastoral care via phone and online.
Other activities were noted.
Reports of Ministries and Deacons
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $26,629.66
as of December 31, 2020.
* Approved the Operating Budget for 2021.
* Approved a contract with transitional pastor Rev. Tricia Petraven for April 1, 2021 – March 31,
2022.
* General discussions regarding pulpit supply and pastoral care for February and March,
adherence to safety guidelines during worship services, Share-a-Gift and Salvation Army kettle
drive results, Souper Bowl of Caring, and the work of the Pastor Nominating Committee.
Report of the Clerk
* Death of David Heiser (12/31/20) and Sara Frieg (1/20/21).
* Holy Communion served on January 3 2021 to 35 communicants and offered online, count
unknown.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Sanctuary Attendance
January 3…………35
January 10…..…..42
January 17…….…79

Hospitalized in January
Don Wesley
Ray Beck
Jim Sibert

January 24….…..75
Average…...…58
Please note that as long as Stark
County’s COVID status stays at level 3
(red) public worship will be available
for those wishing
to attend; remembering all the
COVID protocols.

As a church family, we offer our deepest condolences to those who have recently lost loved ones.
To Lynn Heiser, Wendy and Mia Whitlock, family and friends of David Heiser who was released
into Jesus’ merciful arms on December 31. David was 78 years of age. A service was conducted
for David in our sanctuary on January 12 with Pastor Larry officiating, and Leigh Conti and Kathy
Bachtel providing a ministry of music.
To Jane and Kevin Quinn, family and friends of Sara Evans “Sally” Frieg who entered Kingdom
glory on January 20 at the age of 93. A service was conducted for Sally on January 25 at AtkinsonFeucht-Hare Funeral Home with Pastor Larry officiating. Interment will held at a later date at
Western Reserve National Cemetery.
To Trevor, Carrie, and Will T. Paisley, Karen Houchins, family and friends of Wilbur Paisley who
was called home to Jesus on January 22. Arrangements are pending.
“I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, no height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation
will be ableto separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
- Romans 8:38-39

Financial Snapshot
The year 2020 has been an interesting year financially and most other ways because
of the Covid Virus.
Analyzing our total Funds Summary shows an increase of $28,415 for the current
year, which is almost equal to the amount that we were able to reduce Vision 21.1
2017 capital improvement program, which now shows a liability of only $46,350.
The pledges have almost all been paid so we are still faced with the need for more
designated donations to eradicate this completely.
This was the year Live-Stream through our newly formed Team-Tech became prevalent as a new obligation. We spent a net of $10,263 after deducting $2,324 in donations for the necessary equipment, installations and authorizations. Session approved moving $8,866 from the WIN endowment fund to help cover the cost of this
expenditure, which will show in 2021. However, there is still a need to cover the remaining balance and on-going maintenance.
We were able to acquire $25,500 from the SBA to cover the continuation of wages
for our dedicated employees during the time we were shut down. This loan is now
in the process of forgiveness by the SBA.
We received $871 additional income over budget in the operating fund and we did
not spend $22,695 which netted a gain of $21,824 which allowed us to overcome a
projected budget loss of $18,285.
$31,000 was able to be moved from the New Covenant Endowment Investment
Fund to the operating fund. Many thanks for those folks that saw fit to establish
and donate to our Endowment Fund. This is a gift that keeps on giving for years to
come. The actual New Covenant Fund balance is $220,594 greater than the total
amounts of $637,994 invested.
The 2021 operating budget indicates we will be short by $10,588. This compares to
the shortage for 2020 of $18,285, which was overcome by unexpected donations
once it became known that we were short.
Appreciation is extended to all families that participate in the financial well-being of
great ministries here at Central.
David Rankl, Treasurer
You may request a complete copy of the report by calling the office
330.832.7455 or by stopping by Monday thru Friday 9:00-Noon

Please Pray For:

February Birthdays
Marie Buckey ------------------- 1
Peter Datkuliak ----------------- 1
Allison Printz--------------------2
Don Rankl ----------------------- 2
Elise Glick ----------------------- 2
Harold Pitz ---------------------- 3
Debbie Feichter----------------- 4
Liz Fitzgibbon ------------------ 4
Shirley Pitz ---------------------- 4
Betty Cliff ----------------------- 4
Rich Wilder --------------------- 8
Robin Armitage ----------------- 9
Barb Adams --------------------10
Maddox Werner --------------- 12
Fred Butler --------------------- 14
Carol Hauenstein -------------- 14
Chandler Craddock------------ 16
Donna Hovis ------------------- 17
Mindy Rankl ------------------ 20
Leslie Picot --------------------- 21
Robin Hostetler -------------- 22
Nathaniel Slagle -------------- 23
Angie Anderson----------------24
John Beltz --------------------- 24
Bea King ----------------------- 24
Linda Pfeiffer ----------------- 24
Cassie Slabaugh -------------- 25
Brenda Wise ------------------ 27

February Anniversaries
Michael & Amber Barlow ----- 14
Janet & Carl Cseak ------------ 17
Roger & Liz Sibert ------------ 24
Byron & Cheryl Lash --------- 26

Barbara Adams…………………………...…...Home
Cheryl Anderson…………………………...….Home
Marie Buckey …………..…………..Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd………….….….Inn at Belden Village
Karen King……………….…..………………....Home
Judy Loar…………………..…………………….Home
Jean Rice…………………….………...The Regency
Annitta Schrickel…………….….Tuttle Crossing
Jan Starrett …………………...……………….Home
Bill Walrath…….……………...University Village

Card Ministry
Brenda Wise

Liturgists in February
Bev Denholm……………………...Feb 7th
Carl Wise …………………………...Feb 14th
Rachael Fleischaker……………..Feb 21st
Char Bickel………………………….Feb 28th

Ash Wednesday
In lieu of the traditional service, because of the COVID restrictions, the Faith & Nurture Committee has decided to provide a Lenten Devotion to share instead. We understand that this is an important service in the life of our church but are erring on the side of caution to protect everyone. You
are encouraged to find your own ways to reflect and prepare for this Holy Season.
This is an excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship:
Ash Wednesday is about preparation and the beginning of preparation at that.
All of the Lenten season is focused upon preparation for Easter. Ash Wednesday is
about how we can begin those preparations. It is “ to make a right beginning of repentance”, as the Book of Common Prayer puts it. We are reminded of “the need which all
Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.”
Ash Wednesday is the day when the journey toward Easter begins. I would like to
suggest that Ash Wednesday helps us begin our preparation for Easter in three ways:
by teaching us to mourn the past, to examine the present, and to look forward toward
an inspiring future.
By John Boyer
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for
you are with me; your rod and staff- they comfort me.
Let’s be honest; life can be full of so much noise – so many distractions, so much busyness –
and the temptation for many can be to just get swept away by all of it. There are meetings to be at,
functions to attend, demands to be met, and if we’re not careful, we can be in danger of drifting away
from our Lord. Though we live in a society that seems to continually clamor in both speed and noise,
our passage today reminds us of a bygone era when the pace was a bit slower and the noise a bit less.
The psalmist’s words invoke an image of peace, rest, and tranquility taken next to a stream of quiet
beauty – an image that has resonated with souls over the millennia.
I count myself blessed, having experienced in nature, my soul being rejuvenated next to
peaceful pastures and streams of quiet waters. And though I don’t always have the means of picking
up and traveling to a location where this image can be experienced, I do have the ability of reading
the passage, closing my eyes, and imagining myself in this place scripture reveals. On many occasions, even in the midst of busyness and the distractions of
life, I have recalled the words of the psalmist, imagining myself in this place of tremendous beauty and peace, and there I
center my spirit and quiet my soul.
I encourage you, in this season of Lent, to take a moment today and ask our Good Shepherd to lead your spirit
next to a place of green pastures and quiet waters – so that
He may restore your soul.

Children’s
Chatter
I am so excited to share with everyone
Youth Ministry's new Confirmation
Cross! Each year there is a confirmation
class, that class will sign the cross. The
Class of 2020 had the honor of being the
first class to sign. The cross will be hang
in the second floor hallway, across from
the Horizon classroom. A huge THANK
YOU to Don McDonald for making such
a beautiful cross for us. I am looking forward to seeing it covered in signatures in the years to come!

Congratulations Confirmands!

We are so proud of the members of our 2020 Confirmation Class who were formally
recognized during worship on Sunday, January 17. Craig Aguon, Cael Ball,
Olivia Fleischaker, Alyssa Georgiou, Anna Rankl and Logan Rankl become
the newest communicant members of Central Presbyterian! They were received by
Session following a ZOOM examination on December 3, and affirmed their vows of
membership before the congregation on the 17th. Instructor Nancy Aguon presented
each confirmand an inscribed Bible and gift.

CHURCH ADDRESS CHANGE
One more thing the pandemic has affected is the mail delivery to the church.
Since the carrier brings the mail at different times each day and the office staff
has different hours; we had to begin picking up our mail at the post office.
They only allowed a temporary “hold” on our mail so it was necessary to obtain
a PO box to secure our mail. The new address for the Church

will be PO Box 967, Massillon 44648. They will forward all
our mail to that address but in the future please use this address for mailings to the Church.

Church Directory Information Update:
Have you moved? Changed your phone number? Would like to receive email information from the church? Do we have your personal information in our church directory? If
not please forward your personal information to the church office to be included. This
information will be kept confidential within the work of the church but to keep you updated of what is going on here at Central. We want this information whether you are a
member or a friend of the church and attend on a regular basis. We would like to keep
you informed of the news of the church.
Don’t forget that the church website is another location to find out information about
what is going on at the church and to view the past online stream worship services. Our
website is www.massilloncpc.org. Join us on Facebook as well, Central Presbyterian
church private page and Central Presbyterian church which is open to the public.

2021 Per Capita
As you prepare for your 2020 giving, please bear in mind that this year’s per capita assessment is
$30.59 for each communicant member. The contribution you make through the per capita helps
fund the administrative costs of our Muskingum Valley Presbytery ,the Covenant and General Assembly . There is a blue envelope in your box of offering envelopes for per capita. Thank you in advance for supporting the broader work of the Presbyterian Church USA.

OUTREACH NEWS
Need A Lunch January 2021

We continue to provide a sack lunch at the door and this month our cooks created
a penne pasta bake which was served with green beans, roll and butter and a bag
of chips.
We gave out 55 sack lunches with 24 household bags and 7 grocery bags. We continue to serve 5 Massillon Area Resources for Kids (MARKS) families, who either
picked up or we delivered a large bag of groceries and sack lunches for the family
to help for weekends through the month.
The Northwest Lions club served a Second Helping lunch provided on the 4th Saturday Jan 23 and provided 30 sack lunches with penne pasta bake, applesauce,
green beans, a bag of chips and a small package of fruit snacks. It was cold but
sunny. There were more people who drove their car to the curb and we served
them in their car. We provided 16 bags of groceries to those who wished to have a
bag.
With both meals served this month, we had leftovers and sent the leftover meals
to the Family Living Shelter for the families living there at this time.

Since 1990, the Souper Bowl of Caring has collected over $163 million
with 100% providing hunger relief in local communities. Over 300,000
groups, including churches, schools, businesses, organizations, and individuals have helped more than 12,000 charities tackle hunger across the
country.
The Outreach Committee is asking the congregation for donations of food items to restock our pantry for the Door Ministry.
There is a bin across from the church office door to drop off
your items during the week, or you can bring them on Souper
Bowl Sunday – February 7th.
Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity.
MOST WANTED FOOD ITEMS
Pasta, spaghetti sauce,
Canned soup, vegetables, and fruit,
Canned meat and tuna,
Cereal and Oatmeal, Granola bars, Peanut butter, Jelly,
Macaroni & cheese,
Ramen noodles
Let’s Tackle Hunger together
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Central Presbyterian Church
PO Box 967
Massillon, Ohio 44648

David Rankl, Treasurer
Nancy Aguon, Youth Christian Ed Leader

Char Bickel, Co Administrator
Sandy Hannan, Co Administrator
Chris Craddock, Financial Secretary

Bobby Borton, Administrative Assistant
E-mail: cpc@sssnet.com
Website: www.massilloncpc.org

Doug Beery, Music Director
Leigh Conti, Organist
Carl Wise, Custodian

Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by
demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources

