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Pastor’s Notes
Vineyard I-18 based its Lenten study on a book by Margrey R. deVega entitled Embracing the
Uncertain. In his final chapter on the empty tomb and the proof of the resurrection, deVega
writes: “The idea of a physical resurrection of a dead person back to life is an utterly irrational
claim to make. Many of us are far too empirical, and far too skeptical, to readily believe that
the resurrection of Jesus actually happened. But as people of faith, we believe not only that the
resurrection happened, but also that it is the central aspect of our Christian conviction. Without
the resurrection, there would be no Christianity.” (pg. 79)
deVega makes a number of powerful observations in this short paragraph. First, the idea of
the physical reanimation of a dead person rubs against all our life experience, as well as against
everything we’ve been taught as an enlightened people; steeped as we are in logic, and guided as
we are by scientific method which demands provable and replicable results. Dead people simply
do not come back to life, theoretically or clinically. Second, it is not only our empiricism, but our
skepticism which causes us the reject the idea of an actual physical resurrection of the body. We
are hard-pressed to overcome our doubts about the veracity of the Gospel’s claims of Jesus (or
the widow of Nain’s son [Lk. 7], or Jairus’ daughter [Mk. 5], or Lazarus [Jn. 11] ) coming back to
life. Third, that in spite of our tendency toward empiricism and skepticism, we in our faith nevertheless believe against all empirical evidence to the contrary that Jesus’ physical resurrection
was real. This, or course, has drawn much criticism and ire from our culture. Finally, that the
very foundation of our Christian faith, witness and practice is not based on the birth of Jesus, but
on the bodily resurrection of Jesus. While I’m not sure I agree with the statement that “Without
the resurrection, there would be no Christianity,” I do contend that without belief in the resurrection, “Christianity” would be little more than another philosophical construct, and Jesus just
another great philosopher. The truth is, that is what Christianity and Jesus are for many people
who claim the faith in 2018.
I think it would be safe to say that with every passing year, less and less Americans, and sadly
less and less Christians, believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus on that first Easter. This is
surely driven in part by the empiricism and skepticism noted by deVega. Perhaps it goes even a
layer deeper. We in American live in what I call an ever deepening “ethos of incredulity.”In a
nutshell, an ethos of incredulity means an environment of distrust. The experiences of the past
few generations have conditioned us to question and doubt the veracity of virtually everything.
We distrust our government and our politicians. We distrust our justice system. We distrust our
electoral process. We distrust the media. We distrust our educational system. We distrust corporations and businesses. We distrust religious organizations and leaders. We distrust history
and historians. We distrust anyone who looks differently, or speaks differently, or lives life differently from us. We often distrust spouses, family, and friends. At times, we even distrust our very
selves. So when the idea of a central religious tenet, such as that of the Christian doctrine of resurrection, is introduced into an ethos of incredulity, the response is predictable. If people can’t
trust what is in front of their very faces, chances are slim that they’ll trust what they cannot even
see. And to trust in an empirically-unsubstantiated history, composed by non-vetted historians
almost two thousand years ago…. Well, we can fill in the blank. The upshot is that as this environment of distrust deepens and widens, increasingly more people will separate themselves from
the foundational Christian doctrine of Jesus’ bodily resurrection, while those who hear it for the
first will give it little if any credence.

Pastor’s Notes
All that having been said, we continue to stand upon a faith which believes without seeing, and
upon a trust which rises above the wholesale distrust which seems to define us as an America people
in this era. We who hold tightly to our Christian conviction will not be swayed by our culture’s criticism and ire. We believe the ancient apostolic witness recorded in the Bible, and find credibility in
the various accounts of Jesus’ bodily resurrection. Magrey deVega concludes his chapter on the
empty tomb and the proof of the resurrection noting that “each of the Gospel writers offers an answer to the uncertainty of God’s resurrection power.” We’ll close this article on his observations:
“In Matthew, the resurrection is found when we choose to live it, practice it, and follow God until
we can fully believe it. In Mark, the evidence for the resurrection is found in the way God has
worked in your past, before you even realized it, and is working in your future, to make you more
like Jesus. In Luke, resurrection is found in remembrance, choosing to believe in God’s grace instead of the shame and guilt from your past. And in John, resurrection is found in hearing God
speak your name, and in realizing that God is always with you, despite all your uncertainties.”
(pg. 91)

Report from the March Session Meeting
Report from the March Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on March 15, 2018 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Don McDonald, Dana Vargo, Herb Shreiner,
Carl Wise, Debbie Feichter, Chris Evans, Char Bickel, Rich Wilder, Ann Butler, Fred Butler, Byron
Lash, and Dale Smith. Elder Feichter provided devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list
and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved appointment of Nancy McEwen to serve as Clerk pro tem.
* Approved minutes from the February 15, 2018 regular and February 25 special meetings of
Session.
* Approved vacation requests for Pastor Larry.
* Approved Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt to fill the pulpit on Sunday, June 24, 2018.
Order of the Day
Examination of Jane Shem for church membership. Motion approved to receive Jane by Letter
of Transfer from Wesley United Methodist Church.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the February Session
meeting. He reported 2 hospital visitations, 2 nursing home visitations, 2 home visitations, and
1 funeral home visitation. He officiated 1 funeral, attended 4 church committee meetings, and
led 4 worship services. Several other activities were noted.
Report of the Ministries
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of
- $12,670.58 as of February 28, 2018.
* General discussions regarding transition in the area of Christian Education staff leadership,
updated lighting in Bickel Hall and kitchen, safety training for staff, consideration of chartering
a Boy Scout troop, upcoming visitation from MVP GP Rev. Matt Skolnick, work of Team Vision
21.1, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on March 4, 2018 to 155 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk pro tem

Financial Snapshot
YTD Receipts……………………………… $ 42,816.78……………………………………………….. $ 46,739.02
YTD Disbursements………………………. $ 58,684.09………………………………………………..$ 56,603.85
YTD Deficit…………………………………… $ 15,867.31………………………………………………….. $ 9,864.83
Operating Fund Balance……………… ($ 12,670.58)………………………………………………….. ($ 224.86)
Through the first two months of fiscal 2018, pledged giving is a little off pace. Please catch up
on your pledges as soon as you are able. As always, thank you so much for your giving toward
the ministries and mission of Central Presbyterian Church!

Birthdays
Nancy Busby ------------------------- 1
Susanne Davis------------------------ 2
Charla Paulus ----------------------------- 2
Pierce Drobney --------------------------- 3
Lincoln Shaw ------------------------------ 4
Audrey Baker ------------------------------ 5
Darlene Johanning ----------------------- 5
David Pfeiffer ----------------------------- 5
Debra Shumar ---------------------------- 5
Katelyne Norris --------------------------- 5
Lindsey Griffiths -------------------------- 6
Ruth Ann Bolitho ------------------------- 8
Peggy Phillips ----------------------------10
Amy Wilder ------------------------------ 11
Josh Erichsen ---------------------------- 13
Velda Snyder ----------------------------- 14
Charlie Cooper ---------------------------18
Julian Davis ------------------------------18
Cooper Bonk ---------------------------- 20
Jill Mendenhall -------------------------- 19
Tracy Wilder ---------------------------- 20
Amber Barlow --------------------------- 21
Carolyn Porter -------------------------- 20
Jack Elliott ------------------------------ 22
Becky Anderson ------------------------ 23
Joy Cosgrove ---------------------------- 24
Don Wassil ------------------------------ 25
Cael Ball ---------------------------------- 27
Ellen Baker ------------------------------ 27
Janet Cseak ------------------------------ 27
Peggy Burau ----------------------------- 28
Emma Fleischaker ---------------------- 28
Mary Wassil ----------------------------- 28
Gregory Baker --------------------------- 29
Jackie Pfeiffer --------------------------- 30

Anniversaries
Frank and Linda Contrael --------------- 4
Tom and Margaret Meek ---------------14
Jim and Ruth Sibert -------------------- 20
Brad and Susanne Davis --------------- 29

Greeters

Liturgists

Carol Hausenstein—April 1

Rachael Fleischaker—April 1

Rich Wilder—April 1

Rich Wilder— April 8

Jean Rice—April 8

Mike Cosgrove—April 15

Camile Leslie—April 8

Chris Evans—April 22

Linda & Dave Pfeiffer—April 15

Stew Fryer—April 29

Nancy Aguon—April 22
Karen Norris—April 22
Bea King—April 29
Betty Fleming—April 29

Please Pray For:
Marie Buckey ------------------------- Caldwell
Chuck Cochran---------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ----------------------------- Regency
Olive Diana ------------------------------- Home
Patty Daughenbaugh ----------- The Landing
Joyce Dowd ------------ Inn at Belden Village
Margaret Fetzer------------ Altercare Navarre
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes -------- Inn at Belden Village
Jenny O’Connor ----------------- The Danbury
Genie Ross ------------------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman-------------- Amherst
Happy Snively ------------------- The Danbury
Velda Snyder ----------------------------- Home
Jim & Ruth Sibert ----------------------- Home

Card Ministry
Bev Denholm

Fellowship Hour Hosted by:

Hope Rebekah Circle

Cash Crew Reminder
Dana Vargo starts her schedule March
25th and completes it on April 15th.
Byron Lash starts his schedule April 22nd
and completes it on May 13th.

Stewardship of Attendance
February 26…………………….. 166
March 4…………………………… 166
March 11………………………….150
March 18………………………….173
March 25………………………….176
Average…………………………..166

Hospitalized in February
Bill Walrath

Karen Pack

Linda Rankl

Our church family extends its sympathies to those who have recently
lost loved ones.
To Colleen, Carter, and Brennen Crowe on the passing of Colleen’s father John Grindstaff who entered eternal rest on February 24 at the
age of 71. Services were conducted for John at Atkinson-Feucht-Hare
Funeral Home on March 1 with Pastor Larry officiating.
To Cornelia Warstler, Stew and Sue Fryer on the sudden departure of Keith Warstler
who was called home by Christ on March 17. Keith was 71 years of age. Services were
held for Keith in our sanctuary on March 22 with Pastor Larry officiating, and Leigh
Conti and Shannon Baker offering their ministries of music. Inurnment followed at
Rose Hill Cemetery.
To Sam Kulesza, Leigh Conti, family and friends of Eric Kulesza who passed quickly and
unexpectedly into the loving arms of the Lord on March 27 at the age of 27. Services for
Eric are pending.
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”
Psalm 23:4

It is a joy and pleasure to welcome Jane Shem as our newest member at Central
Presbyterian Church. Jane was received by Letter of Transfer from Wesley United
Methodist Church following examination by Session on March 15. Jane is retired from
school teaching. She has three children: Elizabeth, Kathryn and Matthew. Please take
a moment to find Jane in the “Wesley section” and extend a hearty welcome.

Outreach

Highlights

Central Presbyterian Church offers quarterly giving to a variety of local and global mission organizations.
Mission giving’s are sent to 9 different local and global organizations to help support their work in our
and their communities. The 9 organizations include CAMO, Total Living Center of Canton, CommQuest of
Massillon, Make A Way of Massillon, Massillon Salvation Army, and Mission: Hope, Habitat of East Central
Ohio, Faith in Action, Morgan Scott Project of TN. We provide monetary support throughout the year to
these organizations and Pray for their work that they carry out in the Massillon Community, Canton Community, and around the world.
We receive updates from many of these organizations and would like to share these communications
with you who support their work.
Mission: Hope, formerly known as Rivers of the World, They report 2017 was a year focused on truly living out a model of ministry that is village led, Christ-Centered, and holistic. We’ve intentionally moved
from being a project based ministry of compassion to one that is empowering long term, sustainable
transformation in the remote and isolated village we have always served. Some of our key accomplishment from 2017 include:
1.

In Bali, we’ve begun to attach the sex trafficking industry head on. We’re addressing the root
cause of the poverty that often leads children into that lifestyle. And, we’re training families to
be more aware of the predators who are deceiving young people into the trafficking industry.

2.

In Nicaragua, along a remote river called the Rio Grande de Matagalpa, we’ve empowered the
local people to build out a base camp and medical clinic that is a hub for training, education, and
healthcare, in 2017, 90 individuals participated in our adult literacy programs learning to read
and write for the first time in their lives.

3.

439 people received clean water, sanitation, and hygiene training to prevent future water
borne diseases, which are a leading cause of death globally for people in poverty.

4.

621 illnesses were treated in the remote villages we serve, where otherwise these

Morgan Scott Project of TN: A review of 2017 of our programs and projects that serve the counties of
Morgan and Scott in TN. Visit them on website: morganscottproject.org
1.

We hosted 23 work groups, 298 volunteers from churches and organizations across the counWhich enabled us to work on 30 homes and 6 community service projects

2.

$101,000 Senior Living Grant for home repairs for Seniors. 40 home were made better, safer,
and warmer for our senior citizens with these funds.

3.

In September, shortly after the beginning of the school year, we were able to host a clothing
giveaway. War were assisted by Spring City United Methodist Church youth group. It was a joy to
watch strangers work together to help one other search for clothing in their family’s sizes. We
were able to give clothing items to over 40 families.

4.

We host our second annual Fall Festival on Halloween. One hundred (100) plus children enjoyed a
bounce house, an obstacle course and crafts. Free books and stuffed animals were given out, and food
was provided.

5.

New Light Educational Support: Morgan Scott received a $15,000 grant from the Thompson Founda
tion to help with educational support this year. We have able to help 63 students, ranging from young
adults to older adults further their education.

6.

RAM Remote Area Medical: Through Remote Area Medical we were blessed be able to help 97 indi
viduals with either glasses or dental work.

7.

Food on Friday: We are so thankful for the First Methodist Church in Oak Ridge, TN that has been
working with Karns UMC and Solway UMC to meet the Second Harvest food truck each week and del
iver to the Morgan Scott project. With their help we have been able to provide 5,062 families with peri
shable food this year.

Good Earth: Three hundred and thirty one (331) families were given a variety of plants and seeds this year to
grow their own fresh vegetables to eat over the summer and can or freeze the excess for the winter months.
We also hosted a canning class to teach our younger families how to can.
Make A Way, Inc. of Massillon: Thank you for your generous monetary gift that will help Make A Way make a
difference in the lives of our members with disabilities. They may receive experiences that will enhance their
lives and will allow them to grow toward greater independence and happiness.
Habitat for Humanity of East Central Ohio: Thank you for your generous financial donation! Your monetary
gift offers a hard working families and individuals the opportunity to build and purchase their own decent, affordable homes.
The Massillon Salvation Army: Thank you for your recent donation to the Massillon Salvation Army which provides the financial and moral support needed during this time to continue our mission. Your support plays a
key role in our success in providing housing for the homeless, meals and toiletries, and weekly hot meals and
the families and children of the community.
CAMO: Thank you for your generous financial support. Your support helps us meet the critical needs we see
daily in the people we serve in Honduras. CAMO continues to provide medical services, education and facilities
which house programs to serve the community. CAMO at a glance for November/December 2017: 51,454 patients served, 186 volunteers support our mission, 1300 boxes of medical supplies donated, 66 pieces of medical equipment donated, 249 students with learning opportunities, 177 pieces of medical equipment repaired,
529 total of biomedical services hours. As you can see, together we do make a difference and bring hope to
those who are easily forgotten.
Faith in Action of Western Stark County, Inc: Thank you for your generous donation and we are grateful for
the church’s continued support of our organization. We are able to provide transportation and other services
to 136 elderly residents of our community in 2017.

Calling all Wonderful Women of Central Church, visitors and friends,
daughters and granddaughters
You are cordially invited to a

Ladies Tea Party!
Date: Saturday, May 5, 2018
Place: Bickel Hall
Time: 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Cost: $5.00/person
Speaker: Sally Whiston
Grab a hat (vintage, fancy or otherwise), a tea cup, and join us for tea, a light lunch and door prizes!
Our speaker, Bella Abzug, portrayed by Sally Whiston, will present “Bonnets to Berets, a history of
ladies hats”.
Our younger ladies are invited to bring their favorite doll to the tea party and they will have a separate
program after lunch while our speaker gives her presentation.
Please be sure to register for the tea party in the narthex before and or after each Sunday service starting
April 8 to April 22. There will also be registration forms in our mail slot in the office workroom.
You can also contact any Core Team member.
*

*****If anyone has a stash of old hats to share or hats the younger ladies can play with, please
contact a Core Team member. ******

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”. Phil. 4:13

11th Annual Jallie's Mission
Pancake Breakfast
to CURE Cystic Fibrosis
Saturday April 28, 2018 7 a.m.—Noon
In the Bickel Dining Hall
$5 per person
$20 for family of 5 or more
Kids 2 and under eat free

To make a donation or for any questions,
Please contact Heather Vignos at 330-834-0064
Until there's a cure,
The Vignos Family

Hope Rebekah Circle News
Central Presbyterian’s Hope Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, April 12,
in Bickel Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. Our hostesses for the meeting are Sandy
Dodgens, Gail Kincaid and Marcia Indorf. Jean Mummertz will be giving the
morning devotions and leading the Bible Study on Matthew. The Lesson (No. 3)
is on Page 17 of our Bible Study Book, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES.
April’s Mission Project is non-perishable food and paper
products for the Food Pantry. All women of Central Presbyterian
Church are invited to become a part of this welcoming circle of
friends.
.

Confirmation Class Update
Our 2018 Confirmation Class is approaching the halfway point of
its work, and the kids are doing a wonderful job! The students
have named themselves The Great Eight, and thanks to the
graphic skills of Hollie Beltz, have come up with a logo which will
be featured on t shirts. The group has spent the first half of the
course studying church and Reformation history, Christian doctrines such as sin, salvation, forgiveness, and the human condition, and issues of theology such as the sovereignty of God, the
Trinity, and the divinity of Jesus Christ. In the second half of the
course, the class will concentrate on church polity, worship, and
developing personal statements of faith which will be presented
before Session on May 17. Our field trip to the Kelso Biblelands Museum at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary and the East Liberty Presbyterian Church is scheduled for Saturday, May 5. The students will be formally received as our newest members during
worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 20. Many thanks to parents and grandparents for
providing delicious meals following each class session. Members of this year’s class
are Allie Vignos, Morgan Price, Andy Kennen, Grace Kanipe, Hollie Beltz
and Audrey Baker.

The March Need a Lunch was Shepherd’s Pie with homemade Cole slaw and
rolls, prepared by Cheryl with the assistance of Ken. They both braved a
March blizzard to prepare a hot meal for second Saturday. We served about
120 meals to our favorite guests. This meal was a huge success. Everyone enjoyed this comfort food, like Mom made on the cold late winter day. This meal
was prepared with 30 pounds of ground beef, two large cans of green beans,
and seven pounds of instant mashed potatoes. Stephanie Beltz played the
acoustic guitar and was accompanied by vocalist Jacquie Ferrel. The clothes .
closet was open and has so many clothes that they will have enough for the
Second Helping on March 24th. The quote of the Day: “The Clothes Closet is
better than Goodwill”.

Second Helping Community Lunch

was served

on Saturday March 24 with Northwest Lions making and serving meatloaf, mashed potatoes with gravy and green beans. Ice Cream and cookies for dessert. The sun was shining but the wind was cold which may have kept the crowd
small in attending the lunch. We served about 50 people and the crew.

Clothing closet was

open with Bonnie, Carolyn, and Margaret with the help of Shane overseeing the clothing closet
and clean up. Stephanie and Roger provided music for the crowd and John, Holly and Will assisted with serving beverage. Our next Second Helping Lunch will be in June.

Vineyard I-18 “Embracing the Uncertain”
By the time you read this our Lenten Vineyard will have come to an end. We will
all be a bit sad when we have read the last page of this powerful book. Despite
all uncertainty, we can be certain that God is in our midst and we can experience
His overwhelming love and the power of His Resurrection. Vineyard attendees:
Susan Eitelman, Host, Barbara Cornell, Tig Swartz, Linda Miller,
Noreen Rogers, Steve Borton, Jane Quinn, Denny Printz, Allison
Printz, Lorna Patt, Barbara Adams, Linda Rankl, Dan Valot.

Team Vision 21.1
We would like to express a heartfelt thank you to the
congregation of Central for the overwhelming approval
of our renovation proposal. We have worked diligently
and thoughtfully for the past year and a half to reach this
point, and soon will begin to see the transformation of
our sanctuary and narthex.
Work is scheduled to commence the week of June 4 th and
hopefully will be completed by mid-August of this year.
Our “last” Sunday service will be in the sanctuary on Sunday, June 3rd. After that, services will be held at the Lincoln Theater this summer at our regular time.
We know this may present a problem, especially for
some of our physically challenged members, but Team
Vision is prepared to shuttle those needing assistance
from the church parking lot to the theater front door and
back.
God is certainly looking after Central Presbyterian Church
by not only financially enabling our church to take on this
project but giving us the willingness as well.
Many thanks to each and every one of you. May God
continue to bless us all!

Get Ready!

Save All Your Treasurers

Central Presbyterian Church wil be
participating in the Lincoln Buy-Way Yard Sale
this summer. More information coming.
If you would like to volunteer to help
Call Sandy Dodgens 330 809 0384
All proceeds will go to benefit our Food Pantry

April Funny

10:30 am Worship
10:45 am Gateway
11:30 am Fellowship
5:00 pm Confirmation
Class

29

10:30 am Worship
10:45 am Gateway
5:00 pm Confirmation
Class

22

15
10:30 am Worship
10:45 am Gateway
11:30 am Fellowship
5:00 pm Confirmation
Class

8
10:30 am Worship
Communion
10:45 am Gateway
11:30 am Fellowship
5p Confirmation class

1

Sunday

Men’s Study 7 pm

30
Aspire 9-12 am
Quilters 1:00 pm

Men’s Study 7 pm

23
Aspire 9-12 am
Quilters 1:00 pm

Quilters 1:00 pm
Men’s Study 7 pm

16
Aspire 9-12 am

Men’s study 7 pm

Aspire 9-12 am

9
Aspire 9-12 am
Quilters 1:00 pm

Men’s study 7 pm

Quilters 1:00 pm

2
Aspire 9-12 am

Monday

Faith & Nurture 6:30
Compassionate
Friends 7:00 pm

Men’s Prayer
Group 8:00 am

Choir 7:30 pm

25
Aspire 9-12 am

24
Aspire 9-12 am

26

Session 6:30 pm

Aspire 9-12 am
Choir 7:30

19

18

Choir 7:30 pm

12
Hope Rebekah
9:30am
9
Deacons 7 pm

Choir 7:30 pm
11
Aspire 9-12 am

Session 6:30 pm

Aspire 9-12

Thursday
5
Hannah Group
7:00 pm

4

Wednesday

Vision 21.1—6:30 pm

17
Aspire 9-12 am
Men’s Prayer
Group 8:00 a6:30

10
Aspire 9-12 am
Men’s Prayer
Group 8:00 am
Outreach 6:30
Trustees 6:30

3
Aspire 9-12 am
Men’s Prayer
Group 8:00 am
Vineyard 1 6:00 pm

Tuesday

2018

27
Pastor’s day off

20
Pastor’s day off

13
Pastor’s day off

6
Pastor’s day off

Friday

28
Cystic Fibrosis
Pancake Breakfast
7:00 am—noon

Ralph Lynn
Memorial
Service 11:00 am

21

14
Need A Lunch

7

Saturday
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Mission Statement of Central Presbyterian Church
Approved by Session February 15, 2006
We believe the mission of Central Presbyterian Church is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by demonstrating God's love to all people through:
Striving to strengthen and develop our personal relationship with God through Christ
Loving and caring for our church family
Sustaining an ever-improving Christian Education program
Working for the health and welfare of our community, extending our programs and facilities to the
community
Reaching out globally by sharing our resources
This is in obedience to the Great Commission of Jesus to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.

