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Pastor’s Notes
During this Advent season, Vineyard V is reading and reflecting upon a fascinating book entitled
“The Redemption of Scrooge,” authored by Matt Rawle, lead pastor at Asbury United
Methodist Church in Bossier City, Louisiana. The book, based on Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol,” provides a unique perspective on this classic masterwork, and offers a fresh theology of
Christmas through the eyes of Ebenezer Scrooge, Tiny Tim, and the Cratchits.
In the chapter “The Life of Christmas Present,” Rawle writes, “Tiny Tim’s ‘God bless us, every
one,’ is one of the most iconic phrases in pop literature. What if we modeled our Advent and
Christmas comings and goings as if we actually believe that God has already blessed everyone?”
The childlike innocence and trust of Tiny Tim – in spite of the poor estate of his family and those
physical ailments he struggled with personally – allowed him to recognize and declare that God’s gift
of grace is universal; that “the grace of God (is) offered to us to us before we respond back to God in
faith” (p. 102). Tiny Tim articulated with five simple words a concept called “prevenient grace”
which understands God’s saving grace as equally available and accessible to virtually everyone. In a
sense, all anyone has to do is say “Yes” to God’s gracious invitation.
This is quite different from the hard line Calvinist view of predestination, which purports that “in
God’s sovereignty, some are elected and chosen for heaven, and others have been preordained for
hell” (p. 102). While Calvin continues to be referred to as “the father of Presbyterianism,” and while
much of his writing is instructive in and helpful to our reformed theology, few Presbyterians hold to
that view that our eternal destiny is somehow pre-programmed, and that it is by God’s caprice that
we end up eternally blessed or eternally damned. Prevenient grace, on the other hand, suggests that
we are all given opportunity to respond to God’s call to Kingdom life; a life in the here and now, and
a life throughout eternity. In this sense, “God bless us, every one” is an appropriation of a passage
from John’s Gospel we hold dear: “For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).
For our part, we are all granted the choice to believe or not believe; to accept or not accept; to receive
or not receive the gift which stands as the centerpiece of this blessed season.

So, what indeed might our Advent and Christmas “comings and goings” look like if we truly
believed that everyone of us is equally blessed? Perhaps we would view others differently. We
would recognize that we are all equal in our need of God’s grace, and that we all have equal
access to God’s invitation to figuratively follow the star and come to the place of salvation for all humankind. We might view others, not through the lenses of discrimination and judgment, but rather
through the lenses of grace and love. We may very well see one another as partners on this Advent/
Christmas journey and in this very journey of mortal life as we all are seeking peace, joy and light.
In this, the adversarial would give way to the cooperative. And in Tiny Tim-like fashion, we would
see ourselves already blessed even in the midst of life’s struggles, strains, and injustices. Like the
Cratchit family, we would be thankful for whatever we have; be it much or be it little. In all of this
dwells the true spirit of Christmas, and the true Spirit of Christ.
Rawle closes the section on these words: “Maybe then Tiny Tim’s precious and prophetic
prayer will ring true – God has blessed us all, with the gift of himself” (p. 106). May we reflect
in this Advent and Christmas season on the universality of God’s gift, even as we remember the
words of the angel to the shepherds: “I am bringing you good news of great joy for ALL the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord” (Luke. 2:10a-11). God bless us, every one!

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of October 31, 2018

as of October 31, 2017

YTD Receipts…………………………………….$ 254,720.97……………………………….. $ 273,012.77
YTD Disbursements…………………………. $ 269,677.86………………………………..$ 275,552.41
YTD Deficit……………………………………….$ 14,956.89………………………………..$ 2,539.64
Operating Fund Balance…………………..$ - 11,760.16………………………………. $ 7,100.33
Vision 21.1……………………………………….$ -141,626.37

It is evident through the first ten months of fiscal 2018 that we will end the year in deficit. The reasons
for this shortage were outlined in the annual Trustees Ministry letter to the congregation in October.
While expenditures will be less in 2019, mainly due to the closing of PALS, our base of giving has been
significantly eroded with the loss of several of our leading benefactors over the past eighteen months.
Yet we do not despair, for our Lord who has provided will surely continue to provide through His people Please give as the Lord has blessed and prospered you, as we seek to grow together in our witness,
mission and ministry to the Massillon community. Thank you for all you do!

Report from the November Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on November 15, 2018 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Dana Vargo, Char Bickel, Nancy McEwen, Dale Smith, Kenn Kanipe,
Scott Vignos, Debbie Feichter, Carrie Paisley, and Roger Sibert. Rev. Lalama offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer.

General Business
Approved minutes from the October 18, 2018 regular meeting of Session.
Approved motion to remove Josephine Rollstin from the church rolls due to death.
Approved request from Scott and Heather Vignos to use Bickel Hall for Massillon Boys Varsity
Soccer coach/parent meeting the evening of December 4, 2018.
Approved motion to allow Compassionate Friends to use sanctuary, Bickel Hall and kitchen for
annual candlelight ceremony on the afternoon of December 16.
Approved baptism of Zoe Rose Beery during worship on Sunday, December 16.
Approved wedding of Amy Wilder and Michael Grinstead in sanctuary on April 27, 2019.

Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the October Session meeting.
He reported 1 hospital visitation, 3 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He officiated 2
funerals, attended 1 presbytery-related meeting and 4 church committee meetings, and led 4 Sunday
worship services. Other activities were noted.

Reports of the Ministries
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ -11,760 as
of October 31, 2018.
* Approved motion for $100 Christmas bonuses for all staff members.
* Approved using $4,750 from the Karen Harn bequest to cover recent organ upgrades.
* General discussions regarding children’s Christmas play, Feast of the Faithful, first draft of 2019
operating budget, Mountain of Food, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on November 4 to 145 communicants.
* Death of Josephine Rollstin (11/12/18)
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Central Condolences
As a church family, we extend our heartfelt condolences to those who have recently lost loved
ones:
Family and friends of Rev. Harry L. Bigelow who was granted eternal rest on October 26 at the
age of 96. Rev. Bigelow served as pastor at Central Presbyterian from 1946-1958. Services were
conducted for Rev. Bigelow October 30 at the Lyons Chapel at Breckenridge Village with Rev.
Sandy Seaton-Todd officiating.
Family and friends of Josephine Rollstin who was called home to the Lord on November 12.
“Josie” was 97 years of age. A celebration of life was held for Josephine on November 18 at
Paquelet Funeral Home with Rev. Danny Grine officiating.
Jack Elliott, family and friends of Grace Elliott who entered the glory of Christ on November
26th after a lengthy illness. Grace was 89 years of age. A service for Grace was conducted on
December 4th at Rose Hill Chapel with Pastor Larry officiating.
“(God) will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away. And the one
who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’”
- Revelation 21:4-5a
Pastor’s Vacation
Please note that Pastor Larry and Vale will be on vacation from December 25 through January 1.
Parish Associate Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt will be filling the pulpit in pastor’s absence on Sunday,
December 30.

Stewardship of Attendance

Hospitalized in November

November 4……………………….. 157
November 11……………………… 168
November 18……………………… 188
November 25……………………… 175

Don Anweiler

Average………………………..172

David Simon

Judy Miday
Ron Cornell

Please Pray For:

Birthdays in December
Mary Borton -------------------- 1
Jim Inks ------------------------ 4
Herb Shreiner ------------------ 6
Donna Donovan ---------------- 7
Judy Miday --------------------- 7
Sandy Muirhead-Gould ------ 8
Katy Larkin -------------------- 10
Ava Reichardt ----------------- 11
Ann Butler --------------------- 11
Jane Shem --------------------- 12
Peyton Sibert ------------------ 13
Ann Conkle -------------------- 14
Liz Sibert ----------------------- 14
Eleanor Weatherbee ---------- 15
Lori Murphy ------------------- 16
Ken Kanipe -------------------- 17
John Oberlin ------------------ 18
Samantha Eubank ------------ 19
Rachael Fleischaker---------- 20
Evan Georgiou---------------- 20
Allison Conley ----------------- 21
Linda Miller ------------------- 21
Allison Norris------------------ 22
Chris Craddock ---------------- 22
Tom Meek --------------------- 24
Cathy Evans ------------------- 27
Ralph Green -------------------28
Debbie Smith ------------------ 29
Greg Busby -------------------- 31

Anniversaries in December
Leo & Jean Mummertz -------- 1
Ron & Gloria Armitage ------- 2
Gene & Donna Hovis --------- 11
Ken & Marlene Kanipe ------- 12
Don & Mary Wassil ----------- 16
Dale & Debbie Smith --------- 19
Jim & Judy Inks --------------- 23

Barbara Adams—————————— Home
Cheryl Anderson————————— -Home
Marie Buckey ————————Summit Acres
Joyce Dowd————-Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg——————-Amherst Meadows
Karen King——————————— Laurels
Barbara Mertes——- Inn at Belden Village
Jackie Pfeiffer————-———-The Regency
Annitta Schrickel—————Tuttle Crossing
Happy Snively———————-The Danbury
Velda Snyder———————————-Home
Jean Rice—————————The Regency

Card Ministry
Susan Eitelman
Liturgists in November
Vale Lalama—December 2
Tom Madaffer—December 9
Bev Denholm—December 16
Rich Wilder—December 23

Greeters in December
Rosie Sikorsky/Nancy McEwen-December 2
Nancy McEwen/Stew Fryer-December 9
Kelly Fogle/Rich Long-December 16
Dana Vargo/Linda Rankl-December 23
Cash Crew in December
Charla Paulus—December 2—23

Outreach Highlights
Update: Mountain of Food Sunday came to life on Sunday November 11 with more than 170 bags of
food that filled the Door Ministry pantry and went to the Massillon Salvation Army to help with persons needing food during the Holiday season. We received a call from the Salvation Army to personally thank the church for our generous donation of food goods as it was greatly needed.
Thanks to all who contributed to creating the biggest Mountain of Food to date.

November Need A Lunch ushered in a brutally cold snowy Saturday. About one
hundred guests enjoyed fellowship and a hot Thanksgiving inspired meal. Kenn
roasted four turkeys and stripped the meat to create a stuffing and turkey casserole. This was served with mashed potatoes, green beans, smothered with homemade turkey gravy and rolls. The clothes closet was set up like a department store
and was open for business. Thanks to all who make this program a success.

This year, we are happy to provide “Journey into the Light,” an Advent devotional which provides a
Scripture, story, and short prayer for each day of the Advent season. Author Susan M Lang invites us
to take this daily journey into the light as we explore what it means to be children of the light, helping us prepare our hearts for the coming of the One who transformed our darkness into glorious
light. Copies of “Journey” can be found on the credenza in our newly renovated narthex area. There
will also be a variety of other Advent devotional materials available on the tables in the main hallway.

Mitten Tree
Beginning November 18, the undecorated Tree in the Bickel Hall is for the collection
of winter hats, scarves, mitten and gloves for adults and youth. We will be collecting these winter items on this tree for the Salvation Army. The Salvation Army collects winter items to have available to give to families, adults and children during
this upcoming winter when they have nothing to wear. We will be collecting these
items through early December.

Share A Gift Tree
The Christmas Share a Gift tree is up in the front of sanctuary and it is decorated with “Christmas
Tree and Candy Cane gift tags for a “WISHED GIFT” for our 6 adopted families and “GOLD
STAR” with a monetary donation to help to purchase a food certificate for the families. Please
pick a GIFT TAG from the SHARE A GIFT Christmas tree and purchase the gift indicated, return
the gift, with a gift receipt for any clothing items, to the church by Monday December 10 to the
SHARE A GIFT TREE.
OR Pick up a “GOLD STAR” and return to the church office or in the offering plate to help us purchase the food gift certificate for the families to purchase 2-4 meals for the family.
Outreach ministry will be putting the gifts together on Tuesday December 11 and distribute them to
the families on Saturday December 15 in time for Christmas.

Christmas at Malone

All is Calm
Friday, December 7 and Saturday, December 8
7:30 pm
Presented by Malone University
Department of Music
Tickets are reserved at
www.malone.edu/christmas

2nd Annual Messiah
Sing-Along
Friday, December 7, 2018
7:00 PM
Basilica of Saint John the Baptist
627 McKinley Avenue NW
Canton, Ohio

The Christmas Joy Offering
December 2-23
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate
the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor
this gift by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities
of color.
50% of the offering supports the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions provides critical financial and housing assistance to qualifying retired members of the Benefits Plan, and financial
and vocational assistance to eligible workers in the Presbyterian Church (USA).
50% of the offering assists with education at Presbyterian related schools and colleges. The importance of the Schools and Colleges Equipping Communities of Color of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) is demonstrated in the continuing partnership between the two entities. The institutions
have provided quality education to people who have contributed immeasurably to the church at
large and to the world. Students are educated for the professions of their choice in an environment
which supports and nurtures racial and ethnic heritage.
Many of the college students are the first in their family to attend college and come from low- to
moderate-income families. They may be marginalized and would not be accepted at other institutions of higher learning. The secondary schools receive students earlier than typical schools and
prepare them for acceptance at institutions of higher learning.
To many students, these institutions offer the additional support which is needed to truly excel.
Tutoring and special courses in math, science and English encourage continued success as the students advance in their studies. This support gives many students a “second chance,” resulting in
confident, competent, qualified men and women who emerge as leaders in society.
In Leadership Development for Leaders of Color, we help plan, coordinate and promote people of
color and women’s leadership institutes. Leadership institutes identify, equip and connect people
of color, who are teaching and ruling elders, with leadership opportunities in the Presbyterian
Church (USA). This ministry also strengthens and nurtures the gifts of people of color leaders and
inspires them to greater leadership roles in congregations, mid Councils and in General Assembly
agencies.

Wonderful Women’s Christmas Party
The Women’s Ministry Core Group would like to bring 2018 to a close with a Wonderful
Women’s Christmas Party. Please mark your calendars for Monday, December 10th at
6:30 p.m. in Bickel Hall. We have much to be thankful for as we bring our first full year as
the Women’s Ministry of Central to a close and anticipate the coming of the Christ Child.
Here’s what we have planned.
Christmas is the time for giving and the personal hygiene kits we put together at our retreat
are going fast and they are so appreciated. We will plan to assemble more of these kits
along with handmade Christmas cards. The following items are needed and you can bring
them to the party or drop them off at the church no later than December 9th.
Men/Women’s Body Wash/Lotion (travel size)
Shampoo/conditioner (travel size)
Nail files/nail clippers
Combs
Deodorant
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Mouthwash
Small bottles of hand sanitizer
Socks
Chapstick
Feminine products
Wet wipes
Small packs of Kleenex
If you have winter hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for decorating the Mitten Tree, bring
them with you!
We can’t have a Christmas party without holiday snacks and goodies so bring some of your
favorite holiday treats and we will supply warm drinks as we gather to share our favorite
memories of Christmas’ past, have warm fellowship, and sing carols together. We hope all
our Wonderful Women can join us.
Much love and many blessings,
The Women’s Ministry

Hope Rebekah Circle
The members of Hope Rebekah Circle have been invited by
Jackie Pfeiffer to have our annual Christmas Luncheon at
Canton Regency on Thursday, December 13th at noon.
Canton Regency is located at 4515 22nd Street N.W. in Canton. Because of limited parking, we will need to meet at the
church by 11:15 a.m. to share rides. All members will be receiving an invitation and will be asked to R.S.V.P.
Please Join us for the special time to celebrate the Christmas Season with Jackie in her
new home.

Birth and Baptism
We are pleased to announce the birth of John Paul David Johanning on November 6th to Alison & Matt.
Proud paternal grandparents are Darlene & Paul Johanning, and great grandma Jackie Pfeiffer.
Also, delivered on November 26th to Ashley & Ryan Pfeiffer a daughter, Audrey Marie. Proud paternal
grandparents David & Linda Pfeiffer and great grandma Jackie.
Plan to attend worship on Sunday, December 16th as we witness the baptism of Zoe Rose Beery, daughter of
Doug & Maria. The Beery family will also be our Advent Wreath candle lighters that morning. Praise God for
this newest blessing to our covenant community.

Christmas Play

Children’s
Chatter

The children will be practicing for the play during their Sunday school class time. There will
also be two Saturday practices, December 15th and December 22nd, both will be from 10am
to noon in the church sanctuary. There will be a pizza party for the cast after the second practice on December 22nd. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Nancy
Aguon at (330) 236-9015 or call the church office. Thank you!

This year’s Christmas Eve gathering will begin at 7 o’clock p.m. with special music offered by members of the congregation, along with selections by our Christmas Eve orchestra. The centerpiece of
the service will be our Chancel Choir’s performance of John Rutter’s “Gloria,” a three movement
composition scored for choir, brass, percussion and organ, first conducted in 1974 in Omaha, Nebraska. Because of its relation to the angelic annunciation, it has been performed at countless Christmas services and concerts since. “Gloria” has been described as “exalted, devotional, and jubilant.”
Along with “Gloria” – each movement introduced by Scripture -- our service will feature congregational singing of favorite carols, and our traditional service of candle lighting. Please plan to arrive
early as we are anticipating a large crowd.

Women’s Ministry 2018
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”. Phil. 4:13
Since moving to Ohio, I’ve noticed that during the winter months here, sunny days are few and
far between and we won’t even mention the cold and snow! It’s easy to feel a little down, housebound, and in
need of too much comfort food. It seems like we are just waiting for spring. In a way it is mindful of Advent, a
season of waiting, waiting and preparing to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child and waiting for the bright and
morning star, Jesus Christ, on the day of His return.
While reflecting on Advent, my thoughts turned to all the wonderful things the women of Central did together
over this past year. Actually, we did quite a lot together and it was only the first full year for our ministry!
There was the fun tea party luncheon in the spring when we all wore hats and Sally Whiston came and shared
the history of women’s hats through the ages. We started a Craft Club which continues to grow each month in
fellowship and variety of crafts. On the spiritual side we had the first Women’s Vineyard in June and then in
October we were blessed with a spiritual workshop on “Overflow” with Samantha Eubanks. We are now looking forward to closing out 2018 with a Christmas Party on December 10th. Wow!
During all the activities over this past year, it has been the sincere hope and heartfelt prayer of each woman on
the Core Team of the Women’s Ministry that you have felt loved, supported within a sisterhood, strengthened,
better equipped spiritually and blessed by a God who loves you beyond measure just the way you are. What’s
happening next year? Well, stay tuned and plan to participate in the activities.
Love and Christmas blessings to the Wonderful Women of Central from the entire Core Team of the Women’s
Ministry!
Susan Eitelman
Liz Sibert
Stephanie Beltz
Jacquie Ferrell
Tina Drobney
Char Bickel

Thank you all for thinking of me and keeping me in your prayers. I
really appreciate the care package full of goodies. I shared them with
my co-workers and we all enjoyed it. Thank you all so much! I will be
sure to see you soon the next time I come home.
LCPL, Mark Weinland
Camp Pendleton, CA
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