THE COMMUNICATOR
February 2016
In my readings, I have discovered an author and pastor by the name of Nadia Bolz-Weber. Rev. Bolz-Weber,
who is ordained in the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), is the founding pastor of a church in
Denver called House for All Sinners and Saints, which began in her living room with a handful of “explorers,”
and now numbers around two hundred adherents (There is no membership roll per se). Rev. Bolz-Weber defies every category by which mainline pastors are judged. She is a recovering alcoholic and drug addict. She is
covered with many tattoos. She describes herself as edgy, sarcastic, and having the language of a sailor. Yet
she passionately loves the Lord Jesus Christ, and feels herself called to minister to those like her who are broken, have been kicked to the curb by the world, and are in desperate need of a gracious, loving, and forgiving
God. Her congregation is a study in diversity with drug addicts, business executives, drag queens, and retired
ministers worshiping side-by-side. After getting past her edginess and quirkiness, I have found Nadia BolzWeber to be one of the most honest, transparent, and challenging authors I have ever read.
As we set out upon this season of Lent, I wanted to share with you an excerpt from her book entitled Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People. In this book, she provides anecdotes and stories from her
own ministry as she encounters those who have never been exposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ, as well as
those who have left the church behind, and those whom the church has left behind. While she is keenly aware
of her own brokenness, the brokenness of the church and church people, and the increasing flight of people of
all ages from institutional Christianity, she holds out hope that, in accord with Jesus’ words after Simon Peter’s confession of Him as “the Messiah, the Son of the living God”: “I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” Here is what Rev. Bolz-Weber writes in the chapter
called “Saint Cookies.”
“There are many reasons to steer clear of Christianity. No question. I fully understand why people make
that choice. Christianity has survived some unspeakable abominations: the Crusades, clergy sex-scandals,
papal corruption, televangelist scams, and clown ministry. But it will survive us too. It will survive our mistakes and pride and exclusion of others. I believe that the power of Christianity – the thing that made the
very first disciples drop their nets and walk away from everything they knew, the thing that caused Mary
Magdalene to return to the tomb and then announce the resurrection of Christ, the thing that the early
Christians martyred themselves for, and the thing that keeps me in the Jesus business – is something that
cannot be killed. The power of unbounded mercy, of what we call The Gospel, cannot be destroyed by corruption and toothy TV preachers. Because in the end, there is still Jesus. And I can’t shake Jesus, though I’ve
tried. The gospel, this story of a God who came to us through Jesus and who loved without bounds and forgave without reservation and said that we have the power to do the same, cannot be destroyed by all (our)
stupid mistakes.”
This excerpt hopefully gives you a taste of her writing style, and her no-nonsense theology. I would like to
share with you what I’ve discovered. Would you be interested in joining me in a short-term small group to
read and discuss some of Nadia Bolz-Weber’s work, and to view some videos of her preaching? This is not for
the faint of heart, because Rev. Bolz-Weber will challenge you as you’ve perhaps never been challenged before.
That’s been my experience. Give me a call or drop me an e-mail to let me know you would like to be a part of
this group. If the group is not too large, we will meet in the pastor’s living room. I promise you great fellowship, substantive discussion (and snacks galore). I will await your call.

February Birthdays
Marie Buckey ------------- 1
Peter Datkuliak ----------- 1
Don Rankl ----------------- 2
Elise Glick ----------------- 2
Harold Pitz ---------------- 3
Debbie Feichter----------- 4
Liz Fitzgibbon ------------ 4
Shirley Pitz ---------------- 4
Betty Cliff------------------ 4
Todd Fitzgibbon ---------- 5
Rich Wilder --------------- 8
Robin Armitage----------- 9
Barb Adams ------------- 10
Maddox Werner ---------12
Fred Butler ---------------14
Carol Hauenstein --------14
Chandler Craddock -----16
Donna Hovis ------------- 17
Mindy Rankl ------------ 20
Leslie Picot ---------------21
Nathaniel Slagle -------- 23
Robin Hostetler -------- 22
John Beltz --------------- 24
Bea King ----------------- 24
Linda Pfeiffer ----------- 24
Cassie Slabaugh -------- 25
Ansel Shoaf ------------- 27
Brenda Wise ------------ 27

Please Pray for:

Fellowship
Hour
Human
Resources

Card
Ministry
Nancy Aguon

Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------Regency
Mickey Coen ------------------ Hanover House
Lil Crimond ---------Inn at University Village
Margaret Fetzer --------------- Meadow Wind
Lois Freytag ---------Inn at University Village
Dick Frieg -------------------------------- Home
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes --------- Inn at Belden Village
Orson Rice ---------------------- Brewster Park
Hank and Genie Ross ------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman - Amherst Meadows
De Sibert ------------------ Amherst Meadows
Gloria Sloan --------------- Amherst Meadows
Happy Snively --------------------------- Home
Helen Swann-------------- Amherst Meadows

Hospitalized In January
Don Reader
David Oberlin
Carolyn Kennen

Stewardship of Attendance
December 27 ---- 105
January 3-------- 161
January 10 ------ 167
January 17------- 179
January 24 ------ 181
Average --------159

February Anniversaries
Michael & Amber Barlow------- 14
Herm & Marge McClurg -------- 14
Roger & Liz Sibert --------------- 24
Byron & Cheryl Lash ------------ 26

February Greeters
Judy Miday & Joanne Williams -------- 7
Jean Rice & Camille Leslie ------------ 14
Dave & Linda Pfeiffer ------------------ 21
Nancy Aguon & Bea King------------- 28

February Liturgists
Beverly Denholm -------- 7
Tom Madaffer ---------- 14
Bob Dawson------------- 21
Dale Smith ------------- 28

Claire Reader
Bonnie Fisher
Nancy Palmer

Financial Snapshot
As of December 31, 2014
As of December 31, 2014
YTD Receipts --------------- $342,319.82 ------------ $328,552.38
YTD Disbursements ------ $342,307.88 ----------- $328,362.92
YTD Surfeit ------------------------- $11.94 ------------------ $189.46
Operating Fund Balance ----- $9,468.94 -------------- $9,457.00
THANK YOU members, affiliates, and friends of Central Presbyterian Church for your outpouring of generosity over this past year!
We’ve ended the year with a balanced budget. Please note that
with your help, we’ve been able in 2015 to transfer over $15,000
into our Major Repair Fund as we look ahead to several significant
capital projects over the next five to ten years, including renovation of the narthex area, new flooring in sanctuary, repair of pews,
and a new roof. If you would like to make a special gift toward the
Major Repair Fund, please contact David Rankl or Pastor Larry.
Please continue to pray for the fiscal health of CPC.

A Little Funny

Per Capita
Every church is apportioned a share of the expenses
of the presbytery, the synod, and the General Assembly for ecclesiastical purposes. The apportionment is
based on church membership. The amount varies
with the needs of the presbytery, synod, and General
Assembly, and is a regular expense payable by this
church at the spring meeting of meeting of presbytery. The amount paid this year per church member is $28.73.

Cash Crew Reminder
Pat Tuberty starts her schedule on February 28 and
completes it on March 20. Please report to the office after worship on your scheduled Sundays. If
you have any conflicts please contact Bob Dawson.

Sending Our Condolences
We send our heartfelt sympathies to Don Reader, family and friends of Claire Bowers Reader who was
granted eternal glory on January 10. Claire was 89 years of age. Services were conducted for Claire in our
sanctuary on January 14 with Pastor Larry officiating, and Leigh Conti and Shannon Baker providing ministries of music.
We also extend our condolences to Carole Yohn, family and friends of Bonnie Fisher who was received into
the fulfilled Kingdom on January 20 at the age of 86 following a brief illness. Services were held on January
22 at Arnold Lynch Funeral Home with Pastor Larry officiating. Interment followed at Rose Hill.
Jesus said, “And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.”
John 14:3

January Need A Lunch

Thank You 2015 Liturgists!

The January Need A Lunch served about 100 people. Randy prepared chicken and noodles over
mashed potatoes with a side of green beans. Many
guests commented how good the food is. The
clothes closet was open for business and many
guests were able to take home warm clothes for
this winter. Nancy McEwen and her crew will be
cooking for the February Need A Lunch while
Randy travels south to enjoy warmer weather with
his family. Thanks to everyone who participates
and supports this ministry.

We offer our appreciation to those who have served the
role of liturgist over the course of 2015, leading the worshiping congregation weekly in our calls to worship,
prayers of confession, assurances of pardon, readings of
Scripture, and calls to offering. Thank you Mike
Cosgrove, Pat Tuberty, Rich Wilder, Stew Fryer,
Elisa Castile, Bev Denholm, Dale Smith, Bob
Dawson, Carl Wise, Carrie Paisley, John Beltz,
Rosie Sikorsky, Ellen Baker, Rachael Fleischaker, Charla Paulus, Patrick Baker, Chandler
Craddock, Camille Leslie, Ann Butler, Bob Porter, Shannon Baker, Don McDonald, Tom
Madaffer, and Sue Kelewae. If you would like to be
placed on the liturgist roster/rotation, please call Chris
at the church office. Your service will be two to three
times a year. Thank you in advance for being a part of
this important ministry.

Outreach Ministry Highlights
Did you know? Central Presbyterian Church has a website and it has information about the church and

church activities that we share with the community. The website could also provide you, as members, past and
future information. Chris Craddock and Nancy McEwen are working on updating the information on the website and providing you, the congregation, with access to new information on a monthly basis and available to
you no matter where you are. The website address is www.massilloncpc.org. Please check CPC’s website out
and see if you can identify 3 new changes on the website since 1/22/16.
Nancy McEwen

Second Helping Community Lunch

The Northwest Lion’s members served approximately 65 to 70 people at the Second Helping community
lunch on January 23. Thanks to JoAnn Mungo for making a delicious chicken pot pie which we served with
mashed potatoes. Dessert was blue berry cobbler and Ice cream. The Northwest Lions club had 11 members
who worked serving, greeting, providing drinks and dessert and of course clean up. Bonnie and Carolyn
opened the clothing closet to provide winter clothing to all who came. All who came to enjoy the meal said the
meal was delicious and there were many who came back for seconds.
Our next Second Helping community lunch will be Saturday April 23. Second Helping community Lunch is
served on the fourth Saturday when there are 5 Saturdays in the month.

Outreach Ministry sends quarterly monetary gifts to 9 different local and global organizations to support
their work. This month we would like to highlight a local organization: Morgan Scott Project, Deer Lodge, TN.
For more information about Morgan Scott Project go to their Website: www.morganscottproject.org.
Director Ella Smith writes: WOW, when I reflect back on the year of 2015, I am overwhelmed by the love and
generosity that has been shown to Morgan Scott Project with your donations of money and things for the
Thrift Store. You have given me the assurance that when I leave a home crying because of the conditions I
found inside the home. “You are there to Dry my tears and help me make the conditions in the home better.
You are there as we work to show Christ Love to those who feel they have been forgotten.”
Programs include: Scott Morgan Community development is an organization that has 24 rental units that are
rented to low income families at a more reasonable rent than they find in the private sector. They have been
serving Morgan and Scott Counties for over 20 years. In the past their office had been located in the Appalachia HFH office. Due to limited space at the Habitat office, they needed a new home. In August of 2015 Morgan Scott welcomed them to share our office. By working with the Scott Morgan Community Development
(SMCDC) we are able to help some of our families find better, cheaper rental units.
Bible School: This summer we have received a grant from the Holston Conference of the United Methodist
Church to work with Camp Wesley Woods in having a Camp in our Community. Youth from Morgan Scott
Roane Parrish of the United Methodist Church will be helping with the camp. I’m looking forward to having a
great time sharing Christ Love with our children.
Good Earth Garden: I know it’s cold outside now, but we will soon be talking about gardens. We need your
help in providing vegetable seeds, plants and fertilizer to our families. We will be giving our gardening supplies on April 16.
Work Groups: If your church would like to schedule a week to come and volunteer at Morgan Scott check
out our web page all the information as well as a calendar in on the web page. We need you to come help us
with home repair. We are the only organization doing home repair for very low income families who cannot
afford to pay.
Thrift Store: Money, as well as clothing and house hold items for the Thrift Store are always needed. Please
keep Morgan Scott in your prayers as they strive to show Christ Love to the communities they serve.

Outreach Ministry Highlights continued:
CAMO, USA in Review 2015

Your support has given us the resources to bring service facilities to a community that had none. CAMO’s call
is to bring justice and services into the lives of people who are hardworking but powerless. By providing positive options for children, youth and adults, crime has been prevented and the Santa Rosa de Copan community has become safe and healthy place to live. CAMO’s vigilance is key in protecting the community from
harm from those who would use these facilities and services to promote their own self-interest.









CAMO expanded its services area to 6 rural towns to bring health care to otherwise unreachable populations. This includes 4 visits per year to each town. An average of 900 services is provided each visit.
Improvement in the public health system in Santa Rosa with completion of the largest public health center
in Honduras.
CAMO funded the cost for four top Honduran nurses to travel to the USA for 160 hours of training. These
nurses now teach a 5 day course in Honduras to train 14 nurses a month.
Completion of potable water for the 320 bed public hospital for the first time in its history. Now patients
can be given anti parasitic medicine with water which is not contaminated.
Six 40 foot containers were sent and supplies were distributed to 53 public facilities and institutions in
Honduras.
CAMO continues to meet all 20 standards for the BBB and has had clean external audits since its inception in 1993.
Implemented the first nursing procedures manual for standardization of health care education.
CAMO maintains its contract with the American Heart Association (AHA) and stands as the largest certification organization in Honduras for CPR, ACLS and PALS training.

Impact Massillon is the Massillon churches new project that is
replacing the C.O.O.L. project. It is being considered by the
Outreach Committee for Central’s participation. There will be
follow ups to what is happening if it is decided that Central is
participating. Any questions can be directed to Chris Evans
@chrisevans@sssnet.com or 330-685-7354.

Sunday
February 7th
CPC youth will be
collecting change
after worship to
benefit
the Door Ministry

DEACON DOINGS
This month, Deacons will be making Broccoli Cheese soup on Friday, February 5th and Chili on Saturday, February 6th. Both groups
will meet at 9am in the church's kitchen.
Helping hands are always welcome!

Pew pillows are now available to use during worship.
They can be found in the narthex.
Check out the DEACON bulletin board by the elevator for their latest
DOINGS. You can also sign up to help usher too!!

We would like to invite you to join us for some good
food and great fellowship at Family Game Night! What
better way to beat the winter blahs?!
Family Game Night will be held Friday,
February 19th @ 6pm
in Central's fellowship hall



Sloppy Joes and hot dogs will be provided.
bring your favorite snack/finger food and game to
share and come have fun with us!

Hope to see you there!!

The month of March will not only mark the beginning of spring but also
the beginning of the first Vineyard at Central Presbyterian Church. Like
the promise of spring, the Vineyard holds the promise of new beginnings
in spiritual growth, small group fellowship, prayer and caring for each
other and community. The first offering will be a book discussion entitled
"Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life, 7 Gateways to Spiritual Growth."
This book is about beginnings too, the beginning of the most important
pilgrimage we will ever embark on in life. Together we will take a frank
look at the difficult junctures of aging and then shine God's light on
those places to discover that these are the places where Christ meets us
with His love, grace, and peace. When viewed through the loving eyes of
our Savior, aging is not the beginning of the decline but rather the beginning of the incline. This life changing book will leave you with a completely different view of the last third of life and it is worth reading more
than once. If you are interested in joining the pilgrimage, please contact
Pastor Larry at the church or Susan Eitelman at 919- 619-1612. We are
developing a list of 'pilgrims' and we will then determine a start date and
time later in February. This study will run for 7 weeks and it is open to
singles and couples, age 60+.

Beginning Our Lenten Journey
The liturgical season of Lent commences on Ash Wednesday, February 10. We will gather in the sanctuary at
7 o’clock p.m. for a service of preparation. Along with receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper by intinction, there will also be imposition of ashes on the forehead or right hand. Together, these two acts of
worship remind us of both our mortality on earth, and our immortality in Christ. Please plan to attend this
important service.
Pastor Larry will be offering during the six Sundays in Lent and on Maundy Thursday a sermon series on
the last seven words – or expressions – of Christ from the cross. The first three messages delivered on the
14th, 21st, and 28th respectively will be “Jesus’ First Expression: Forgive,” “Jesus’ Second Expression: Paradise,” and “Jesus Third Expression: Family.” Make it your intention to be on hand for the entire series.
We will have available a variety of Lenten devotional materials during the season, primarily in the resource
rack in the south narthex, and elsewhere throughout our gathering spaces. Our primary resource for this
year will be a booklet entitled “Faithful Facts for Lent” authored by Paul Maier, retired professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan University. Dr. Maier describes the daily meditations he offers this way:
“This devotional series which could be subtitled ‘Personalities of the Passion’ will focus on the men and
women involved in the culmination of Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem, his arrest, trial, suffering and death,
followed by the triumph of the resurrection…………These devotions will, I hope, offer fresh insights into ‘the
greatest story ever told; by unveiling aspects of that story that still need telling.” All devotional resources
will be available by Sunday, February 7.

Report from the January Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on Thursday, January 21, 2016 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were John Beltz, Charla Paulus, Bob Porter, Herb Shreiner, Bill Patt, Gary
Werner, Byron Lash, Cheryl Anderson, Dana Vargo, Rich Wilder, Carl Wise, and Nancy McEwen. Elder Wise
offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Approved motion to appoint Bob Porter as Clerk pro tem.
 Approved minutes of the December 17, 2015 regular meeting of Session.
 Approved motion to remove Claire Bowers Reader and Bonnie Fisher from the church rolls.
 Approved Clerk’s Annual Statistical Report for 2015.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session detailing his activities since the December
meeting. He reported 10 hospital visitations, 5 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation.
He conducted 3 funerals, attended 5 church committee meetings, led 4 Sunday worship services, and 1 special
worship service. Other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ 9,468.94 as of December 31, 2015.
 General discussions regarding membership and worship attendance, Muskingum Valley Presbytery meeting at Central, work and supervision of custodian, work of Nominating Committee, church website, PALS,
Souper Bowl, status of Dream Team, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on January 3, 2016 to 144 communicants.
 Death of Claire Bowers Reader (1/10/16) and Bonnie Fisher (1/20/16)
Respectfully Submitted by Bob Porter, Clerk pro tem

3rd Sunday in Lent
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

28

2nd Sunday in Lent
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

21

1st Sunday in Lent
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

14

Souper Bowl
Communion
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship
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Sunday

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

29
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

22
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

15
President’s Day

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

8
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30

6:00 Quilters &
Shawl Ministry
7:00 Men’s Study

1
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30

Monday

23
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:30 Faith &
Nurture

16
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:00 Girl Scouts

9
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:30 Trustees &
Outreach

6:00 Girl Scouts

2
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group

Tuesday

6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir

24
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30

17
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30
9:30 MOPS
6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir

Ash Wednesday
Service
7:oo

10
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30

6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir

3
ABLE 9-12 and
5:30-8:30
9:30 MOPS

Wednesday

25

6:30 Session

18

7:00 Deacons

11

6:30 Human
Resources

4

Thursday

FEBRUARY 2016

Pastor’s Day off

26

Pastor’s Day off

6:00 Game Night

19

Pastor’s Day off

12

Pastor’s Day off

5

Friday

Cub Scouts

27

20

Need a Lunch

13

6

Saturday

