THE COMMUNICATOR
February 2017
Pastor’s Notes
“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is
your sting?”
1 Corinthians 15:54b-55
These words of the apostle Paul from his first Corinthian letter assure us that death does not have the
last word. As Christian folk, we draw strength and hope from that assurance, and others provided throughout
the Biblical witness. Even so, while death is not ultimately victorious, its “sting” is real. And as a church family, we have been stung time and time again over this past year, bidding farewell to eighteen members and affiliates since January 1, 2016. This is unprecedented in our church’s 166 year history.
While we live in the promise of resurrection, and the certainty that we will someday be reunited with
those who have gone before us in the Lord to a Kingdom where tears, death, mourning, crying and pain will be
no more, the painful reality of our losses cannot simply be glossed over. We are a hurting people. And while
we are sustained by the memories of these saints who have been called to eternal glory, we are left to deal with
their absence. The real pain of this is not something which can or should be glossed over. Individuals are hurting deeply. Immediate and extended families are hurting deeply. Companies are hurting deeply. Communities
are hurting deeply. Central Presbyterian Church is hurting deeply. Even with the sure and certain knowledge
that those who have departed live on in the glory of Christ, we must permit ourselves to grieve, and to grieve
deeply. And it shows no weakness or lack of faith that we cry out to the Lord in our pain and grief. Such was
demonstrated in the very life of Jesus.
Most of us are familiar with the narrative from the Gospel of John which we call “the raising of Lazarus.” In that story, Jesus was informed that a dear friend was ill and nearing death. A few days later, Jesus arrived at Lazarus’ hometown of Bethany only to find that he had already passed away. Lazarus had two sisters,
both of whom were very close to Jesus as well. Upon His arrival, both criticized that if Jesus had only arrived
earlier, He could have healed and saved their brother. While Jesus knew that He had within Himself the
power to raise Lazarus from the grave and intended to do that very thing, when He arrived at the tomb where
Lazarus was laid, we are told that “Jesus began to weep.” Some commentators have suggested that Jesus’
tears were shed for the grieving family. Others have posited that Jesus’ tears were an expression of His own
personal grief. I think both claims are true. But the larger point here is Jesus was affected by the “sting of
death,” both personally and as part of a grieving community.
The past year has been a most difficult one, and our losses have been great. Yes, we go on in the face of
these losses, confident always that those to whom we’ve bid farewell are indeed gathered in that great cloud of
witnesses gone before, who bask in the glory of our Lord. But we do not minimize the suffering or gloss over
the pain we are all experiencing, both personally and as part our own grieving community. Like Jesus, we
weep, even knowing – as He did -- that resurrection does indeed swallow up death, and claim the ultimate
and eternal victory.

February Birthdays
Marie Buckey ------------- 1
Peter Datkuliak ----------- 1
Don Rankl ----------------- 2
Elise Glick ----------------- 2
Harold Pitz ---------------- 3
Debbie Feichter----------- 4
Liz Fitzgibbon ------------ 4
Shirley Pitz ---------------- 4
Betty Cliff------------------ 4
Rich Wilder --------------- 8
Robin Armitage----------- 9
Barb Adams ------------- 10
Maddox Werner ---------12
Fred Butler ---------------14
Carol Hauenstein --------14
Chandler Craddock -----16
Donna Hovis ------------- 17
Mindy Rankl ------------ 20
Leslie Picot ---------------21
Nathaniel Slagle -------- 23
Robin Hostetler -------- 22
John Beltz --------------- 24
Bea King ----------------- 24
Linda Pfeiffer ----------- 24
Cassie Slabaugh -------- 25
Ansel Shoaf ------------- 27
Brenda Wise ------------ 27

Please Pray for:

Fellowship
Hour
Human
Resources

Card
Ministry
Bobby
Borton

Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------Regency
Mickey Coen ------------------ Hanover House
Patty Daughenbaugh ----------- The Landing
Margaret Fetzer ----------- Altercare Navarre
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Herm McClurg--------------------------- Home
Barbara Mertes -------- Inn at Belden Village
Jenny O’Connor ----------------- The Danbury
Hank & Genie Ross --------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman ------------- Amherst
Walker Smith ----------- Inn at Belden Village
Happy Snively --------------------------- Home
Velda Snyder ----------------------------- Home
Helen Swann-------------- Amherst Meadows

Hospitalized In January
Norma Smith
Chris Evans
Barbara Cornell

Jean Rice
Bob Dawson

Stewardship of Attendance
February Anniversaries

December 25 ---- 107
January 1 --------- 74
January 8 ------- 153
January 15------- 177
January 22 ------ 157
Average ------- 134

Michael & Amber Barlow------- 14
Janet & Carl Cseak ---------------17
Roger & Liz Sibert --------------- 24
Byron & Cheryl Lash ------------ 26

February Greeters
Karen Norris & Nancy Aguon ----------- 5
Bea King & Betty Fleming ------------- 12
Rosie Sikorsky & Bud Shaffer --------- 19
Stew & Sue Fryer ---------------------- 26

February Liturgists
Bob Dawson-------------- 5
Dale Smith -------------- 12
Carrie Paisley ----------- 19
John Beltz -------------- 26

Financial Snapshot
As of December 31, 2016
As of December 31, 2015
YTD Receipts -------------- $331,328.01 ------------- $342,319.82
YTD Disbursements ------- $331,133.28 ----------- $342,307.88
YTD Surfeit -----------------------$194.73 --------------------- $11.94
Operating Fund Balance ----- $9,663.67 -------------- $9,468.94
Thank you for your faithful giving throughout the year! Because of
your benevolence, we were able to end fiscal 2016 with a balanced
budget. As we approach a new year, and the challenges it will pose,
we remember the words of a great old hymn:“Our God, our help in
ages past, our hope for years to come,” and words from the Psalm
on which that hymn is based:
“Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands -- O prosper the work of
our hands!”
Psalm 90:17

A Little Funny

Per Capita
Every church is apportioned a share of the expenses of the
presbytery, the synod, and the General Assembly for ecclesiastical purposes. The apportionment is based on church membership. The amount varies with the needs of the presbytery,
synod, and General Assembly, and is a regular expense payable by this church at the spring meeting of meeting of presbytery. The amount paid this year per church member is
$29.11

Cash Crew Reminder
Heather Vignos starts her schedule on February 26 and completes it on March 19. Please report to the office after worship on your scheduled Sundays. If you have any conflicts
please contact Bob Dawson.

Thank You
To Our Church Family:
The support you have shown to us has been so uplifting. The
cards, notes, and prayers of love, helped sustain and grant us
courage to face each day without Gene’s laughter, hugs and
As a church family, we send our sympathies to love.
those who have lost loved ones recently.
Our church had been a source of strength. Faith has been the
To Sally Frieg, family and friends of Dick rock by which we lived and cherished.
Frieg who entered Kingdom glory on December 31 at the age of 90. Services were con- Gene’s favorite day was Sunday. He so enjoyed Pastor
ducted for Dick in our sanctuary on January 7 Larry’s messages, sharing conversations with each of you,
with Pastor Larry officiating and Leigh Conti and enjoyed the children, always with his smile.
and Shannon Baker providing ministries of
music. Inurnment will take place in Ohio So thank you dear friends for being so kind and thoughtful
Western Reserve National Cemetery at a later in so many ways. He shared his love with all. I thank God
date.
above for all the years we had together, the love we shared,
and the wonderful memories, many of which were with you!
To Jean Rice, family and friends of Orson
Rice who was received into the arms of Christ In closing, the meal the Deacons prepared was perfect, and
on January 19. He was 91 years of age. Services the tables were so pretty.
were conducted on January 28 in our sanctuary with Pastor Larry officiating and Leigh Lastly, God Bless you Larry for the beautiful service in
Conti and Kathy Bachtel providing a ministry Gene’s memory.
of music. Inurnment will take place in Shreve,
Ohio at a later date.
Love,
Jackie and the Pfeiffer Family
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
1 Corinthians 15:54b

Sending Our Condolences

January Need A Lunch
Char and Brian Bickel prepared a delicious Need A Lunch meal of noodle, sauerkraut and smoked sausage
served over homemade from scratch mashed potatoes. The sausage was purchased in Chicago at a local specialty shop. The meat was intensely scrutinized by TSA agents at the Airport. An apple crisp was prepared for
desert to be served with the ice cream. One hundred of our dedicated guest braved the cold weather to enjoy
dinner.

Vineyard
Our first Vineyard of 2017 will be a viewing of Franco Zeffirelli’s classic film “Jesus of Nazareth.” It will be presented
in its entirety beginning Sunday, March 5 (1st Sunday in
Lent) and continue through April 9 (Palm Sunday). Each
session will start at 6:30 and conclude by 8, allowing the
class an hour of viewing and a half-hour of pre/post discussion. This vineyard will be held at the home of Pastor
Larry and Vale. Enrollment is limited to twelve due to limited seating. Following is a brief summary of this cinematic classic:
Beginning before the nativity and extending
through the crucifixion and resurrection,
JESUS OF NAZARETH brings to life all the
majesty and sweeping drama of the life of
Jesus (portrayed by Robert Powell) as told
in the gospels. A star-studded international
cast, featuring Michael York, Sir Laurence
Olivier, James Earl Jones, Anne Bancroft,
Olivia Hussey, Rod Steiger, and Anthony
Quinn, adds depth and humanity to the
roles of the saints, sinners, and ordinary
people who walked in the footsteps of the
Lord. The film provides the setting and
background for the birth, childhood, baptism, teaching, and many miracles of the
Messiah, culminating in the divine resurrection. Directed by Oscar nominee Franco
Zeffirelli and acclaimed by critics and religious leaders worldwide, JESUS OF NAZARETH tells the greatest of all stories with
tremendous emotion and splendor.
If you would like to be a part of Vineyard I which will help
in our Lenten study and preparation, please contact Pastor
Larry or the church office.

Pastor’s Vacation
Ash Wednesday Communion
The liturgical season of Lent commences on Ash
Wednesday, March 1. We will gather in the sanctuary at
7 o’clock that evening for a solemn service of imposition
of ashes (applied to the forehead or right hand) and
Holy Communion, which will be received by intinction
(the people come forward to receive the elements) . Our
Chancel Choir will be offering a special anthem. Please
plan to attend this important service as we humble our
hearts before the Lord as we begin together our spiritual
pilgrimage toward the cross of Jesus, and His empty
tomb.

Pastor Larry and Vale will be heading south to
visit Vicki and family February 20 – 26. In his
absence, Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt will be available
for any pastoral emergencies, and will be filling
the pulpit on Sunday, February 26. Please pray
for good traveling weather and safe passage.

Outreach Ministry Highlights
Souper Bowl of Caring February 5, 2017
Souper Bowl of Caring works to mobilize those looking to fight hunger and poverty in their own communities around the time of the Super Bowl football game.
In the weeks leading up to or on Super Bowl Sunday, young people take up a collection (many use a soup pot),
asking for one dollar or one item of food for people in need. They give 100% of their donation directly to the
local hunger-relief charity of their choice.
Started by a youth group in South Carolina in 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring has since grown all over the world,
collecting more than $100 million donated back into their own community.
Central Presbyterian Church began to participate in Souper Bowl of Caring in 1998 and have participated in
13 years since we started. With the help of the youth of the church we have donated to East Side Ministries of
Zanesville, First Assembly of God in Massillon, CPC door ministry, Need A Lunch and Second Helping community Lunch, Faith in Action and Total Living Center, just to name a few. Central Presbyterian Church has
been very fortunate in the last 2 years to have great donations to our door ministry, from individuals and proceeds of the quarter Auction from the Deacons and the mission giving from Outreach, and to the Need a
Lunch program from individuals and with memorial donations in memory of Chef Randy.
Paying It Forward
CPC plans to participate in the 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring on February 5, 2017, with the help of our Sunday
School Class collecting the donation following worship service. We would like to use our 2017 donations and
Pay It Forward with 50% going to Stark County Hunger Task force for the backpacks for kids program and
50% to Morgan Scott Project of Deer Lodge TN. (see below for more information on Morgan Scott Project and
the Backpack for Kids programs.)
Please give generously on Feb 5 to the Souper Bowl of Caring
and help us to Pay It Forward to our community.

Outreach Quarterly Giving
Outreach Ministry sends quarterly monetary gifts to 8 different local and global organizations to support their
work. This month we would like to highlight The Morgan Scott Project of Deer Lodge TN. This is one of the
recipients for 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring. Morgan Scott Project, Deer Lodge, TN. For more information
about Morgan Scott Project go to their Website: www.morganscottproject.org.
Director Ella Smith writes: This has been a very exciting year for Morgan Scott project. We’ve done a great job
of doing what we’ve always done, but we have also stepped out in Christ’s name and added some new and exciting things.
Camp in the Community: In the years I have been at Morgan Scott I’ve always wanted to do something for
the children. This year we had that opportunity and it was a huge success. The Morgan Scott Roane Parrish,
Holston Conference and Camp Wesley Woods worked together to hold a week long day camp for 60 children.
The children were from Morgan, Scott and Roane Counties. They were picked up each morning and brought
to Morgan Scott Project, given breakfast and then the fun began! The children spent the day doing crafts,
playing games, and learning about their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We had children from many different
denominations and ethnic groups. On Friday afternoon, the parents were invited to have pizza as the children
enjoyed a bouncy house and water slide. It was an awesome week, one that I do hope we can repeat next year.
Fall Festival: We decided to celebrate Halloween this year by having a fall festival with crafts, a bouncy
house, box maze, a balloon, house and pizza. My pastor’s goal was 50 children, but he would settle for 30, and
I’m very happy to say we quit counting at 100. Our Amish families joined us and it was a great time of fellowship and fun. GOD IS GOOD, ESPECIALLY WHEN WE INVITE HIM IN. I have promised our Amish families
we would have a spring Festival at Easter.
Needs: Please remember that even though the unemployment rate is lower than in recent years, the need in
the area of Morgan Scott serves is still great. Most of the individuals and families we serve are either senior
citizens or disabled.
Programs include:

Food boxes: 1344 boxes filled with shelf stable food has been packed with love and given out. The boxes contain canned soups, crackers, peanut butter, dried beans, rice, and spaghetti sauce, assorted canned vegetables,
personal hygiene products and toilet paper.
Food on Friday: 3956 families were given perishable food on Friday. Each week volunteers from the First
Methodist Church, Solway UMC and Ken UMC in Oak Ridge meets the second harvest truck in Oak Ridge and
picks up salvaged, perishable food and brings it to Morgan Scott project. Each family receives bread, produce,
dairy items, meat and sweets enough for at least 3 meals. For some of our senior citizens this is a large part of
their food budget. They are very Thankful for this help.
Good Earth Garden: 357 families given fertilizer, potato seeds, tomato and cabbage plants to they can enjoy
fresh vegetables during the summer, as well as can and freeze the extra produce to be enjoyed this winter.
School supplies and back packs to 253 children filled with school supplies so they were better equipped to
learn.
Educational support: 21 adults helped with text books and transportation, testing and back ground checks to
go back to college for job training. 45 young adults going to college have been helped with text books.
Volunteer work groups making home repairs: This was a busy summer. We hosted 26 groups, 286 volunteers from across the county that came to Morgan Scott Project and did much needed repairs to 57 homes. We
built 10 wheel chair ramps, one of those ramps was for a veteran that had been crawling up and down 5 steps to
get in and out of his home. We put on roofs, remodeled bathrooms, took up and replaced flooring in living rooms
and bedrooms, power washed homes, painted inside and out, did a lot of yard cleaning and landscaping. WE are
so very thankful for all the wonderful folks that came and shared their skills with those in need in our area.
Hunger Task Force of Start County: Backpack for Kids program is the second recipient of 2017
Souper Bowl of Caring
In 2012, 31.5% of Stark County residents lived below 200% of the poverty level — it shouldn’t come as a surprise,
then, that during the 2013-2014 school year, 46% of students enrolled in Stark County schools – public, private,
and charter – received free or reduced lunches through the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). But within
the schools served by our Backpack for Kids programs, the need is even higher. A whopping 82% of all the children who attend school at the five elementary schools served by our program receive free or reduced lunch. **
Gibbs Elementary (Canton City Schools): 99.61%* *
Allen Elementary (Canton City Schools): 96.39%**
Cedar Elementary (Canton City Schools): 89.32%**
Franklin Elementary (Massillon City Schools): 81.34%**
Taft Elementary (Plain Local Schools): 57.02%**
1 in every 4 Stark County children is hungry, or food-insecure, meaning their families often struggle to put enough
food on the table. Some live in poverty, some do not, and a hungry child looks just like any other. But the cost of
childhood food insecurity is staggering, and the stakes have never been higher.
Designed specifically to target childhood hunger, every month our Backpack for Kids Program supplies crucial weekend meals to over 2,200 school-aged children at five local elementary schools in three Stark County school
districts. Students at risk of weekend hunger receive a bag of food from which they can easily assemble four
healthy, non-perishable, and kid-friendly meals to sustain them over the weekend. Students are identified by their
participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), through which they receive free and reduced lunches
during the school week (Monday through Friday). The Backpack for Kids Program not only helps these Stark
County children come back to school on Monday better prepared to learn and concentrate — it means they can
focus on being a kid on the weekend, instead of wondering if and when they will be able eat. But we need your
help to serve them.






HOW DOES HUNGER IMPACT CHILDREN?*
Lack of enough healthy food can impair a child’s ability to concentrate and perform well in school.
They are more likely to be sick more often, to recover from illness more slowly, and to be hospitalized more frequently
Increases the chance they will have significantly higher levels of behavioral, emotional and academic problems, and issues with aggression and anxiety
They are more likely to experience headaches, stomachaches, colds, and ear infections; and they are less likely to be rated
in “excellent” health vs. kids from non food-insecure homes.
Puts them at a higher risk for classroom difficulties, including less achievement gains in math and reading, increased
inattentiveness, and even repeating a grade.

Lenten Devotions
This year, we are providing a Lenten devotional entitled “Hope-full Living.” There is a devotion provided for
each day of Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending on Easter Sunday. Each day’s reading provides
an introductory Scripture passage, a thoughtful message, a short prayer, a suggestion for a spiritual consideration or practice, and a suggested Bible reading. Editor Rich Bimler introduces the booklet: “Remember
the 3 R’s of school: Reading, ‘Riting and’Rithmetic? We may not be in school anymore, but we are still students of our Master Teacher, Jesus, especially during Lent. The lessons he has to teach us are many, but to
help us narrow it down a bit, think of the 3 R’s of Lent’s lesson plan – Repent: Lent is a time for us to “turn
around,” to focus on confessing our sins to God and to receive forgiveness; Remember: Our time in Lent is
spent reviewing the story of our Savior Jesus, recalling the many steps he took on our behalf on the way to
Jerusalem to suffer and die on the cross for us; Reflect: We spend time during Lent meditating on the
meaning behind’ the events of Christ’s last days on earth, knowing all along that we will rejoice at his resurrection on Easter. Blessings to you as you experience Lent’s 3 R’s.” Devotionals will be given after worship on Sunday, February 26, and will be available throughout the Lenten season. Please plan to use this
resource in your Lenten preparations.

Report from the January Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on January 19, 2017 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating. Ruling Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Dana Vargo, Rich Wilder, Don McDonald, Bill Patt, Chris Evans, Gary
Werner, Carl Wise, Camille Leslie, Cheryl Anderson, Char Bickel, Herb Shreiner, and Roger Sibert. Deacon
Representative was Melissa Price. Elder Wilder offered devotions followed by review of the church family
prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Approved minutes of the December 15, 2016 regular meeting of Session.
 Approved the G.A. 2016 Annual Statistical Report as presented by the Clerk.
 Approved motion to remove Eugene Pfeiffer, Richard Frieg, and Orson Rice from the church membership
rolls due to death.
 Approved wedding request from Chad Pfeiffer and Nicole Adkins for July 8, 2017.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the December Session meeting. He reported 8 hospital visitations, 4 nursing home visitations, and 3 home visitations. He officiated 2 funerals, conducted 1 pre-membership counseling session, attended 6 church committee meetings, and led 4 Sunday worship services and 1 special worship service. Other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $9,663.67 as of December 31, 2016.
 Approved new job description and responsibilities for Parish Administrator Chris Craddock, which
will include an additional five hours per week, and an increase of hourly compensation to $21.00/hour.
 Approved the 2017 Operating budget which shows a projected shortfall of approximately $50,000.
 Approved authorization for Treasurer to draw funds from unrealized income in the New Covenant Balanced Fund to cover shortages throughout 2017.
 General discussions regarding damage from vehicle which recently struck church property, church’s future
financial situation, Souper Bowl Offering, work of Team Vision 21.1, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on January 8, 2017 to 145 communicants.
 Death of Eugene Pfeiffer (12/19/16), Richard Frieg (12/31/16), and Orson Rice (1/19/17)
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Needle Crafters
Needed!
No experience
necessary!
Helpful Skills
Quilting
Knitting
Needlepoint
Cross-stitch
Conversation
Snack Provider
Devotions and Fellowship

Join Us Mondays
1-3 p.m.

7:00 Men’s Study

1-3 Quilters

28
ABLE
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:30 Faith &
Nurture

7:00 Men’s Study

27
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6:30 Team Vision
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10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

26
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6
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Pastor Larry will be on vacation February 20-February 26.

6:15 Bells
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