The Communicator
June 2018

PASTOR’S NOTES

Following the recent high school shooting in Santa Fe, Texas, I saw a FACEBOOK post responding to the tragedy. It read: “Putting our trust in gun control laws won’t end the carnage. Putting
our trust in our politicians won’t end the carnage. Putting our trust in the government won’t end
the carnage. Only putting our trust in Jesus will!”
This is a noble sentiment, and certainly seems the proper thing for a person of the Christian faith
to say; that if we simply put our trust in the Lord, the school violence problem will disappear. In all
due respect to the writer of the post, whose heart I’m sure is in the right place, I am deeply troubled
by such a response. I agree, of course, that we should put our trust in the Almighty. Like many of us,
I was raised on a hymn which refrained, “Trust and obey, trust and obey, for there’s no other way to
be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” Yet to claim that putting our trust in Jesus will, in and of
itself, bring an end to gun violence in our schools, as well as remedy all our social ills ranging from
terrorism, to war, to poverty, to whatever one cares to name, raises important theological questions.
A first is this: Does trusting in Jesus provide a layer of protection -- like some sort of spiritual
force field – against that which would hurt, kill, and destroy? Can we rest assured that if we trust
and obey, we are exempt from the aches and pains of life? No small number of Christian folk believe
that very thing. While this may be a comforting thought, the reality is however much or well we trust
and obey, we will still be faced with the aches and pains that even those who do not trust and obey
face. We call it life, from which none of us are exempt. Trust and obedience, rather than shielding us
from life’s harsh edges, provide us resources – spiritual, emotional, mental – to deal with them as
positively and constructively as possible. It’s not fundamentally about what befalls us, but about
how we choose to respond to whatever befalls us.
Secondly, how would we answer the one who by every measure trusts and obeys, yet has nevertheless experienced as unthinkable a tragedy as the murder of their child while in school? Would we
suggest to that person that their level of trust and obedience was somehow not where it needed to be
to provide for their child’s protection? Of course not! That would be terribly insensitive, as well as
patently false. Yet there are no small number of Christians who would think and even say such a
thing. It is a low and frankly cynical view of God that would believe that unless a particular threshold of trust and obedience is met, divine protection is withheld, and evil is permitted to flourish. Our
faith is in our God as revealed through Jesus Christ, who suffers with us in the real time of life’s horrors, while at the same time assuring us that life will be redeemed from all this, and a new order established in which pain, suffering, injustice and evil will be permanently vanquished.
Finally, in our current social, cultural, and political climate, how do we trust…….period? Refraining my observations from April’s Pastor’s Notes, I don’t know if there’s been another time in American history when the level of trust is as low as it is right now. We’re being told daily that we can’t
trust our government and elected leaders, our law enforcement and justice systems; our news media
outlets and personalities; our global allies; our companies and corporations; our schools, teachers,
and coaches; our religious institutions and spiritual leaders.

PASTOR’S NOTES (cont)
All these are visible. To say that the remedy of our social ills is to trust in an entity which is not visible seems absurd to those outside the Christian faith. There is certainly a direct correlation
between this general erosion of trust, and the specific erosion of trust -- or for that matter belief -- in
a sovereign universal power, ie. God. So that FACEBOOK post, while gaining the assent of no small
number of well-meaning Christian folk, sounds foolish to most. If we can’t trust our government, law
enforcement, justice system, media, educational system, even our churches, how are we to trust an
invisible entity increasingly more Americans claim is a product of superstition and fantasy? To that
question, I have no answer.
I don’t want to sound like a Debbie Downer, but I’m afraid we will continue to hear reports of
school shootings and other acts of domestic terror. Social ills will continue to be manifest in such
tragedies because we have an ill society. I concur with the person who posted on FACEBOOK that
putting our trust in gun legislation, politicians, or government will not end the carnage. And like
him or her, I trust Jesus. But I don’t believe Jesus is a force field of protection, or a guarantor of a
tragedy-free life, or one who keeps a scorecard of our trust and obedience levels, dispensing grace
accordingly. Trust in Jesus is based on faith that through His Holy Spirit, Jesus accompanies us
along the way – walking beside us, hurting with us, weeping with us, facing life’s tragedies with us –
all the while awaiting us at the end of the journey where social ills, and every ache and pain of life,
are forever vanquished. While life’s harsh edges will remain for the time being, our faith calls us to
look forward and upward, trusting that at the end of the long day, it will be as John the Revelator envisioned in his faith and trust in Jesus: “’Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth……for
the first things have passed away.’ And the one who was seated on the throne said,
‘See, I am making all things new.’”

Trust in the Father, He’s got this.

Report from the May Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on May 17, 2018 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Dana Vargo, Rich Wilder, Leslie Picot, Fred Butler, Herb Shreiner,
Byron Lash, Chris Evans, Don McDonald, Carl Wise, Debbie Feichter, Char Bickel, Nancy McEwen,
Dale Smith, and Clerk Roger Sibert. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Carolyn Kennen
Elder Wise provided devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening
prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes of the April 19, 2018 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved motion to remove Hermine Schwendimen from the church rolls due to death.
* Approved Pastor’s vacation request for July 30 through August 5, 2018.
* Approved motion for CRE Mike Baker to fill pulpit on Sundays, August 5 and 12.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the April Session meeting. He
reported 13 hospital visitations and 3 home visitations. He officiated 4 funerals, conducted 1 new
member counseling session, attended 6 church committee meetings, and led 4 Sunday worship
services. Several other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries



Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of - $11,111.54 as
of April 30, 2018.
General discussions regarding summer vineyards, women’s tea party, logistics for summer worship at Lincoln Theater, search for Christian Education leader, first reading of draft for emergency response plan, staff training on fire extinguishers, CPR and AED, summer golf outing, future use of PALS space, work of Team Vision 21.1 and activities of Deacons.

Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on May 6, 2018 to 164 communicants.
* Death of Hermine Schwendimen (5/6/18)
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

as of April 30, 2018

as of April 30, 2017

YTD Receipts…………………………………$ 98,914.99………………………………$ 104,785.00
YTD Disbursements………………………..$113,184.06………………………………$ 113,462.03
YTD Deficit…………………………………… $ 14,269.07………………………………$ 8,677.03
Operating Fund Balance………………..$ -11,111.54………………………………$
962.94
Through the first four months of fiscal 2018, we are carrying a significant deficit in our operating
fund. Pledged giving is just under 2% in deficit at this point, which is not reason for alarm. It should
be noted that we have yet to draw our quarterly dividends from our investment funds with the
Presbyterian Foundation, from which we budgeted $40,000 to support our 2018 operating income.
So in spite of the current deficit, our balance sheet remains strong and healthy. Thank you for your
faithful giving toward the work of Central Presbyterian Church!

Congregational Meeting
Please note that our annual program congregational meeting has been set by Session for
Sunday, June 17 immediately following worship at the Lincoln Theater. Along with receiving
the annual reports of staff and the various ministry groups at CPC, election will be conducted
for the offices of Ruling Elder, Deacons, and members-at-large for the Nominating Committee.
Plan on remaining after worship that morning. Thank you in advance!
Pastor’s Summer Vacation Schedule
Pastor Larry will be on vacation the following weeks this summer: June 18-24, July 30-August
12. In his absence, Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt and Rev. Lynn Shertzer will cover any pastoral
emergencies. Filling the pulpit on June 24 will be Sue Ann, and on August 5 and 12 will be Mike
Baker.

Birthdays

Please Pray For:

Aubrey Reichardt ------------------------- 1
Gene Hovis -------------------------------- 2
Annitta Schrickel ------------------------- 3
Morgan Barlow --------------------------- 5
Don Anweiler ----------------------------- 6
Karen Sibert -------------------------------8
David Oberlin --------------------------- 10
Brad Davis -------------------------------- 11
Roger Sibert ------------------------------ 11
Chris Evans ------------------------------ 12
Kenneth McAdams ---------------------- 12
Becky Oberlin ---------------------------- 16
Dawn Slagle ----------------------------- 16
Stephanie Beltz -------------------------- 19
Sue Wesley ------------------------------- 20
Anna Rankl ------------------------------ 21
Alexus Reichardt ------------------------ 21
Sally Frieg ------------------------------- 22
Bobby Borton ---------------------------- 24
Bob Porter ------------------------------- 24
Connie Arbuckle ------------------------ 25
Judy Inks -------------------------------- 26

Anniversaries

Marie Buckey --------------------- Caldwell
Chuck Cochran -----------------Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------- Regency
Olive Diana --------------------------- Home
Patty Daughenbaugh ------- The Landing
Joyce Dowd -------- Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg ------------- Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes --- Inn at Belden Village
Genie Ross --------------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel --------- Tuttle Crossing
Happy Snively -------------- The Danbury
Velda Snyder ------------------------- Home

Hospitalized in May
Cheryl Anderson
Paula Lane
Joyce Hamilton
Karen King
Don Wesley

Card Ministry

John & Stephanie Beltz ------------------- 1
Rich & Lynn Thompson ------------------ 1
Donna & Jim Snively ---------------------2
John & Elaine Snively ------------------ 12
Ron & Marilyn Fogle ------------------- 15
Danny & Mindy Rankl ------------------ 15
Bob & Nancy Thatcher ------------------ 15
Larry & Vale Lalama ------------------- 21

Betty Fleming

No Fellowship Hour During the
Summer Renovation

Cash Crew Reminder
Roger Sibert starts his schedule May 20
and completes it on June 10th.
Betty Fleming starts her schedule June
17th and completes it on July 8th.

Greeters
Dale & Debbie Smith—6/3
Carol Hauenstein—6/10
Rich Wilder—6/10
Camille Leslie—6/17
Jean Rice—6/17
Dave & Linda Pfeiffer 6/24

Liturgists
Vale Lalama—6/3
Ellen Baker—6/10
Char Bickel—6/17
Rachael Fleischaker—6/24

Stewardship of Attendance
May 6………………………..145
May 13……………………...168
May 20……………….……. 201
May 27………………….,.…177
Average…………… …173
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Our church family extends its sympathy to family and friends of Hermine Schwendimen who
entered eternal rest on May 6 at the age of 93. Hermine joined Central Presbyterian in 1938, making
her the longest-tenured member upon her passing. Services were conducted for Hermine at Paquelet
Funeral Home on May 9 with Pastor Larry officiating. Inurnment will be on a future date at Rose Hill
Memorial Garden.
Jesus said, “And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.”
- John 14:3

Hope Rebekah
Circle News

Members and friends of Hope Rebekah Circle are planning a special meeting on Thursday,
June 14th. We will be going to Das Dutch Kitchen restaurant on Rte 30 in Dalton for lunch
at 11:30am. After lunch those who are interested are going to P Graham Dunn workshop and
store for a self-guided tour and shopping. We will be meeting at the church between 10:45
and 11:00 to carpool. The final count for lunch has to be in before Tuesday, June 12th.
Please call either Jean Mummertz ( 330-832-4325) or Polly Thompson ( 330-832-8084) to
make reservations. All women of Central Presbyterian are invited to join.

“What Happens When Women Say Yes to God”
By Lysa TerKeurst
Vineyard III-18
Lysa TerKeurst is a national speaker and author of Christian books and Bible studies for
women. In this Vineyard Lisa will share inspirational stories and messages that will ignite
your passion for God and show you how we can experience life in extraordinary ways. Get
ready for a journey of joy and purpose.
This Vineyard will run for six weeks, June 19-July 24, 2018 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. The
location will be determined later. To register please contact Stephanie Beltz at 330-8323690 or call the church office.

Central Craft Club
Women’s Ministry

June 18, 2018
To the Wonderful Women of Central,
We are looking forward to the June Craft Club with the introduction of several interesting and fun crafts to learn and share. We had a fun time last month and we hope you
will invite someone and join us.
Culinary Arts - Chef Cheryl will be showing us how she makes fancy little desserts,
i.e., cream puffs, fudge, raspberry tarts and a yummy chicken salad! Lots of tips and
tricks to make it easy, fun and fast!!! You won’t want to miss this opportunity, especially the tasting!
Due to extreme fun and awesome creativity we will set up the Alcohol Inks again!
Come and learn how to use the inks or take it to the next level!!! Make a summer
necklace or a decorative switch plate.
- Christian Adult Coloring Books are here with colored pencils and gel pens. Coloring has been shown to reduce stress and promote relaxation. What better way to relax
after a hard day than to sit and create a beautiful picture of scripture and design.
Of course, quilters, knitters, crocheters, embroidery artists etc. are welcome! No fee.

Outreach

Highlights

BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM
We may have just finished the school year however the preparation for the 2018-2019 school year
is beginning for the Salvation Army. They will be conducting their annual Back to School Community Day on August 1, 2018. Last year they provided over 600 children receive a book bag,
school supplies, clothing and a shoe voucher. Many of these children also participate in back to
school related activities including free haircuts and hearing screenings. They are able to receive
a free photo child identification card and sign up for a library card.
Outreach ministry will be collecting school supplies during the month of June and July through
July 20th. If you are able to assist with donations, collection boxes will be in the CHURCH
HALL OUTSIDE THE CHURCH OFFICE to drop off school supply items. If you wish to provide a monetary donation, make your envelop “Back to School” and please turn it into the
church office or in the Sunday collection plate.

Here is the list of needed school items:
Elementary K – 3rd Grade

Jr. & Sr. High 4-12 grade

Crayola Crayons
Elmer’s Glue Bottle and Stick
Fiskar Scissors
Number 2 pencils
Pink Erasers
Ruler
Filler Paper (wide ruled)
Note books (wide ruled)
Pocket folders (plastic, yellow and blue)
Book bags

Colored Pencils
Glue Sticks
Scissors
Pencils
Erasers
Ruler
Filler Paper (college Ruled)
Note books (college ruled)
Pocket folders (college ruled)
Book bags
Ink pens (red, blue, and black)

For the May Need-A-Lunch we prepared five pans of ‘False’ Lasagna (penne noodles substitute
for traditional lasagna noodles). There was enough food to serve about 150 people. The ingredients included ten pounds of penne noodles, 20 pounds of cottage cheese, one dozen eggs, 20
pounds of ground beef and 10 pounds of ground sausage. Two pounds of mozzarella cheese, and
parmesan cheese. Two pounds of butter for five loaves of bread to make garlic bread. The total
cost was $150.00 or about one dollar per plate. Today, only 60 guests arrived for the lunch. And,
those who made the effort to grace Central Presbyterian Church left with a full belly. Sometimes
we are disappointed with the attendance but, the reward is that the people served did not go away
hungry. This is a blessing!

JOB OPENING
Leader of Youth Christian Education
15-20 hours per week
Central Presbyterian Church
47 Second St.NE , Massillon, Ohio 44646
Email: cpc@sssnet.com
Responsibilities:
This part time position is responsible for leading our Youth Christian Education Ministry.
Duties Include:


Assuring all classes are properly staffed at all times by recruiting, training and supporting our church school teachers and youth leadership.



Research and develop the yearly class curriculum for our students.



Take on an active teaching role including Sunday morning’s “Children’s Chat”, a brief but
meaningful interaction with our youth about Christian values.



Working closely with our Faith and Nurture Ministry to assist in preparation of an annual budget and attend monthly meetings.



Coordinating special events: Annual Vacation Bible School. Other seasonal liturgical
celebrations and seasonal youth programs.

We are looking for an energetic, team oriented person with a passion for youth education
and the ability to communicate with the church leadership and congregation.
Please send resumes via mail or email to the above address: Attention: Human Resources

Kid Konnection
“Where the Story Begins” June 19th, 20th and 21st
5:30-8:00pm
Due to construction at Central this summer, our traditional VBS is not a viable
option. In its place, a three day Kid Konnection is being offered for the children
of Central, between the ages of 4years old to 5th grade. We will be learning
about God’s word, while having fun with Dr Seuss and his wonderful stories!
Please register with the church office or contact Nancy Aguon at 330-236-9015
with any questions. Thank you!

We send our congratulations and blessings to our 2018 Confirmation Class, also known as Gr8
(“Great Eight”), which was received during worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 20. Earlier that
morning, the six students appeared before Session to read and orally defend their personal statements of faith. They did an exemplary job! Several Ruling Elders commented on the insights and
spiritual maturity of this group. It should also be noted that all six students scored extremely well on
the written portion of their final exams. During worship service, the students publically answered in
the affirmative the four questions required by our Book of Order for communicant membership. Our
confimands were awarded personalized NRSV Bibles along with ABC’s of Christianity magnets. A
reception hosted by Faith and Nurture Ministry followed the service in Bickel Hall. We extend our
deep gratitude to the students and their parents for their commitment to the confirmation process.
Students now full members of CPC are Allie Vignos, Morgan Price, Andrew Kennen, Grace
Kanipe, Hollie Beltz and Audrey Baker.

We would like to express a heartfelt thank you to the
congregation of Central for the overwhelming approval
of our renovation proposal. We have worked diligently
and thoughtfully for the past year and a half to reach
this point, and soon will begin to see the transformation of our sanctuary and narthex.
Work is scheduled to commence the week of June 4 th and hopefully will be completed by midAugust of this year. Our “last” Sunday service will be in the sanctuary on Sunday, June 3 rd. After
that, services will be held at the Lincoln Theater this summer at our regular time.
We know this may present a problem, especially for some of our physically challenged members,
but Team Vision is prepared to shuttle those needing assistance from the church parking lot to the
theater front door and back.
God is certainly looking after Central Presbyterian Church by not only financially enabling our
church to take on this project but giving us the willingness as well.
Many thanks to each and every one of you. May God continue to bless us all!

Get Ready for the Lincoln
In conjunction with the work of Vision 21.1,
which will begin the first week of June, we
will be moving our worship location to the
Lincoln Theater, adjacent to the church. Our
sanctuary will be closed after worship on Sunday, June 3, and our first service at the Lincoln will be June 10. We have contracted
with the theater through the middle of August, by which time we expect the work in our
facility to be completed.
A few details and items of interest:
Rather than lug our hymnals around the corner, we will be printing music in our bulletins.
Also as a matter of practicality, we will be receiving communion on July 1 and August 5 by
intinction, as worshipers will be asked to
come forward to receive the elements. We
will miss our magnificent organ, but will be
blessed by piano music and accompaniment
at the hands of Leigh Conti, as well as those
special music offerings we so enjoy during the
summer. As the Lincoln seats around 600
people, we are asking that worshipers take
their seats toward the front of the theater in
order to maintain our sense of intimacy and
community. The balcony will be strictly

closed. There will be a shuttle service if needed
to get to the Lincoln Way entrance of the Lincoln. Last, but not least, there will be no regular fellowship time following worship during
the summer months. We apologize in advance
for any inconvenience our shifting locations
may cause, but assure all that upon our return,
we will have found it well worth it! Thank you
for your support, and let’s keep worship strong
during this summer.
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