THE COMMUNICATOR
March 2016
Pastor’s Notes
Through my preparations for the Lenten season, Holy Week, and ultimately the great festival of the church we
call “Easter,” and as I’ve wrestled yet again with the varying gospel accounts of those final days of Jesus’
earthly ministry and of His resurrection on the third day, I’m reminded that Easter is not just about facts. It’s
ultimately about faith. Even as I’ve been laboring over an Easter sermon which I hope will be faithful to the
facts as they’ve been delivered to us through Holy Scripture, I find – yet again – that the facts are elusive, and
even appear at points contradictory. So, what are some facts of the sacred Easter story when distilled from the
various accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John?

The facts are these: There was great doubt and consternation among Jesus’ closest followers after His crucifixion. Yet the disciples were transformed by encounters with the risen Christ after He had been placed dead
in a tomb which, on Easter morning, was found empty. According to all accounts, only believers saw and interacted with the risen Christ. And the world has been forever changed by this event which gave birth and rise
to the Christian religion. In spite of what appear to be contradictions in the details among the four evangelists,
these facts override any apparent contradictions and inconsistencies in the historical accounts.

Yet as with so many things in the four gospels, the truth is not servant of or subservient to historical facts or
chronological accuracies. The truth lies in the faith which the accounts elicit. And ultimately, that faith – born
of, formed and sealed by God’s Holy Spirit – is what I as a preacher, and all of us as believers, proclaim on
Easter. So what does our faith affirm and proclaim? It proclaims and affirms that death never has the final
word. It proclaims and affirms that God is a God who brings life out of death. It proclaims and affirms Jesus
as the Christ of God, risen from the dead as Jesus had promised. It proclaims and affirms that in Christ, we,
like Him, are not shackled by the chains of death, but will be freed into the same Kingdom of God where life
eternal has the final word. In this faith dwell the great truths of Easter!

As we prepare our hearts, minds and spirits in these last weeks of Lent, appreciating the wonderful accounts
provided by the four evangelists with all their inspiring encounters, rich imagery, and diverse perspectives, let
us remain centered on the ultimate truths of Easter, dependent not on facts, but delivered through God’s gift
of faith.

March Birthdays
David Short --------------- 2
Gunther Lill -------------- 2
Tom Cliff ------------------ 3
Lillian Cosgrove ---------- 3
Doris Oberlin ------------- 3
Don Wesley --------------- 3
Jamie Inks ---------------- 4
Carol Losse --------------- 7
Ashley Haines ------------ 9
Matthew Johanning ----- 9
Art James --------------- 10
Chad Pfeiffer ----------- 10
Bud Shaffer ------------- 10
Jonathan Benko ------- 10
Paul Johanning --------- 11
Katie Johanning --------12
Ron Armitage ----------- 13
Bob Houchins ------------ 13
Don McDonald ----------14
Michael Cosgrove ------- 15
Bob Dawson -------------18
Sandy Dodgens ----------18
Bill Patt ------------------18
Josie Rollstin ------------18
Clayton Weatherbee ----18
Elizabeth Cosgrove ------19
Nancy Haines ---------- 23
Susan McKee ----------- 24
Nate Sidharta ---------- 24
Carrie Rankl ------------ 27
Sean Ball ---------------- 29
Ralph Crites ------------ 30
Elisa Castile ------------ 30
Evan Rankl --------------- 31
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Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------Regency
Mickey Coen ------------------ Hanover House
Lil Crimond ---------Inn at University Village
Margaret Fetzer --------------- Meadow Wind
Lois Freytag ---------Inn at University Village
Dick Frieg -------------------------------- Home
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes --------- Inn at Belden Village
Orson Rice ---------------------- Brewster Park
Hank and Genie Ross ------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman - Amherst Meadows
De Sibert ------------------ Amherst Meadows
Gloria Sloan --------------- Amherst Meadows
Happy Snively --------------------------- Home
Helen Swann-------------- Amherst Meadows

Hospitalized In February
March Liturgists
Carrie Paisley ------------ 6
John Beltz --------------- 13
Rosie Sikorsky --------- 20
Ellen Baker ------------- 27

Don McDonald
Joyce Corbett
Mary Walter
Fred Werner (OP)

Nancy Palmer
Margaret Fetzer
Ashley Pfeiffer

Stewardship of Attendance
January 31 ------ 193
February 7------- 187
February 14 ----- 162
February 21 ----- 169
Average -------- 178

March Anniversaries
Nate and Lian Sidharta ---------- 1
Roger and Nancy Huth ----------4
Garry and Ruth Ann Bolitho ----- 5
Judy and Roger Loar ----------- 14
Nancy and Cory Aguon --------- 19
Sue and Ken Kelewae ---------- 19

March Greeters
Betty Fleming & Karen Norris ---------- 6
Rosie Sikorsky & Bud Shaffer ----------13
Stew & Sue Fryer ----------------------- 20
Rich Long & Kelly Fogle --------------- 27

Financial Snapshot
As of January 31, 2016
As of January 31, 2015
YTD Receipts ----------------- $34,139.34-------- --- $23,050.11
YTD Disbursements -------- $23,769.80 ------- --- $23,068.20
YTD (Deficit/Surfeit) ------ $ 10,369.54-------- -------- ($18.09)
Operating Fund Balance --- $ 19,838.48 ------- ----- $9,438.91
Thank you for a rock-solid start to a new fiscal year! As we multiply our benevolence, may our Lord multiply our blessings!

A Little Funny

Hope Rebekah Circle News
Hope Rebekah Circle will resume its monthly meetings on Thursday, March 10. We will be meeting at 9:30
a.m. for a light breakfast provided by our hostesses for the day, Lorna Patt, Nonie Sibert and Polly Thompson.
Nonie will also bring us our morning devotions. Our Bible Study will be Lesson 2 in our study book – Women
of the New Testament, Page 13. Our subject is Mary the Mother of Jesus and is titled “Believing the Impossible” based upon Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 1, verses 26-36 and 46-56. We still have a few study books available –
see Doris Oberlin. Please remember to bring non-perishable food or paper products to be used for our Door
Ministry and food pantry. If any of the women of Central Church are thinking about joining us, this would be
a great time. You will find a warm welcome, good food and lively fellowship.

Sharing Your Loss
We hold close in our prayers those who have lost loved ones over the past month.
Family and Friends of Judge W. Don Reader who was received into Christ’s
arms on February 5, joining wife Claire who preceded him by less than a month.
Don was 88 years of age. Services were conducted for Don in our sanctuary on
February 11 with Pastor Larry officiating and Leigh Conti providing a ministry of
music. Interment followed at North Lawn Cemetery Mausoleum.
Becky Raisner, family and friends of Becky’s sister Bonnie Roseman who entered eternal glory on February 7 following a lengthy illness, at the age of 77. Services were conducted for Bonnie at St. John Lutheran Church in Massillon with
Rev. John Telloni officiating. Interment followed at Newman Cemetery.
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’”
John 11:25-26

Cash Crew
Reminder
Dana Vargo starts her
schedule on March 27
and completes it on April
17. Please report to the
office after worship on
your scheduled Sundays.
If you have any conflicts
please contact Bob Dawson.

Outreach Ministry Highlights
Central Presbyterian Church website is www.massilloncpc.org . We continue to update church information on
the church website to keep you up to date on church activities. You can now access the church calendar as well
as the monthly Communicator. The church calendar is on the front page of the website and to view the full
calendar select the full calendar button. If you click on an event you will find more information. The monthly
Communicator is located Activities and Education section. Under this same section you will see more information about the Vineyard educational program that is coming up in March. Please return to the website on a
weekly basis and see the changes as we add information.
Nancy McEwen

Storehouse of Blessings
The Outreach Ministry had a visit from Rev Darrell Filler from First Christian Church. He provided the committee with information about the Storehouse of Blessings. The Storehouse of Blessings was established in
2005 in cooperation with Western Stark County Homeless Task Force. It is a low overhead distribution center
set up to assist people coming out of homelessness situations caused by inability to pay rent, “kicked out” of a
family home, domestic violence, or the loss of a home following a fire. This ministry is housed in First Christian Church. In turn, these household items are given at no cost to individuals and families who have been interviewed and authorized by one of seven social services agencies. These agencies include: Massillon Salvation
Army, Domestic Violence Project, Pregnancy Choices (formerly Pregnancy Support Center), Family Living
Center, AHEAD (an advocate for school students), Red Cross, and 211. Recipients must live in Massillon,
Jackson, Perry, or Navarre. Donations may be brought to the Storehouse at First Christian Church or transported by volunteers using a van donated to the Storehouse for this purpose. The ministry is overseen by Dr.
Darrell Filler, retired pastor.
How can Central Presbyterian Church help? The storehouse is always looking for used, but in good
condition, furniture and/or household items. If you or family have any items on the list below then call the
Storehouse of Blessing at 330 775 3538 and someone can pick these items up, for a small donation for
gas, or you can deliver them to First Christian Church on the corner of Wales and Hankins during church office hours of 10 to 2.
Storehouse of Blessings serves about 8 to 10 persons or families per month so household items are constantly
in needed. Brochures about Storehouse of Blessings are located in the narthex for more information.

Items needed year round: Wish List:
Cloth items: Bed pillow (new), Sheet/pillow cases, Towels
Living Room Furniture: Chair (plain, swivel, recliner), sofa, sleeper sofa, end tables, coffee tables, lamps
Bedroom furniture: Bed Frame (any size), chest of drawers, mirror chest, box springs (sanitized), mattress
(sanitized)
Dining room furniture: Table, chairs, cabinet, dinette set
Kitchen utensils: cutlery, dishes, silverware,
Appliances in working condition: washer, dryer, refrigerator, stove, microwave.

February Need A Lunch
Need A Lunch was held on Saturday February 13 and in spite of the cold temperatures we served about 70-80
persons who came to have lunch and browse the many items in the clothing closet. As Randy was away enjoying time in the south with his family, Guest Chef, JoAnn Mungo, assisted by Karen, Debbie, Nancy and many
others prepared baked rigatoni with toasted garlic bread, apple sauce and, of course, green beans. Ice cream
was served for dessert. The Cub Scouts of Pack 912 helped by drying dishes with Linda and Marsh, clearing
tables, wiping tables down, and putting clothing out from our clothing closet. Their Pack leader is Dan Fleischaker. Many thanks for their help during our lunch.
The clothing closet was opened and items brought out and arranged by Carolyn, Bonnie and Becky. Thanks to
the many hands that come down on a regular basis and the new faces of persons that came down to help.

Holy Week Worship Offerings
You are invited to our Holy Week services which commence on Passion/Palm Sunday, March 20 at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Larry will continue his Lenten series with “Jesus Sixth Expression: Finished.” The Bell Choir will
be offering special music.
On Maundy Thursday, March 24, we will gather in the sanctuary at 7 p.m. for a solemn service remembering
Jesus’ last meal with His disciples preceding His arrest at the Garden of Gethsemane and trial before officials
in Jerusalem. Pastor Larry will preach on “Jesus Seventh Expression: Commend.” Our Chancel Choir
will be offering a special anthem. We will partake of the Lord’s Supper by intinction and in silence
Easter Sunday, March 28 will begin with an informal sunrise service beginning at 7:30 in our sanctuary where
we will share the stories of the first Easter as well as musical offerings. We will then move outside to the playground area where we will conclude. Following this service, a light breakfast will be offered in our social hall.
Our 10:30 worship experience will be an uplifting service with hymns and anthems accompanied by organ and
brass. Pastor Larry’s sermon will be “Christ Lives” based on Luke 24:1-12.

Confirmation Class 2016

Sermon Series Continues

A new group of Confirmation candidates has begun a
twelve-session course led by Pastor Larry and Shannon
Baker in preparation for their reception as full members
of Central Presbyterian Church. That celebration will take
place during worship on Sunday, May 22. A variety of curricula is being used in Bible exploration, theology and
Christology, church history and polity, and mission. The
highlight of the confirmation experience will be a field
trip to Pittsburgh on April 2 to visit the Kelso Museum of
Archeology at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and the
East Liberty Presbyterian Church. Students on this year’s
journey are Greg Baker, Morgan Barlow, Abram
Fleischaker, Brooke Hamilton, Evan Rankl, Jack
Vignos, and Mia Whitlock. Please keep these young
people and their teachers in prayer for a productive and
enjoyable confirmation journey.

Pastor Larry’s sermon series on the last
seven words of Christ will continue
throughout March: March 6–“Jesus’ Fifth
Expression: Thirst,” March 13–“Jesus
Fourth Expression: Abandonment,” March
20–“Jesus’ Sixth Expression: Finished,”
March 24 (Maundy Thursday)–“Jesus Seventh Expression: Commend.” Please join
us for the entire series. Remember that all
sermons are available to hear and/or read
at our website: www.massilloncpc.org

Vineyards
Vineyard I
Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life
Small Group Book Discussion
Meeting Info:
Tuesday, March 1, 2016
6:30 p.m.
Monday, March 7, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Meetings will continue for seven weeks and last 1.5 to 2 hours
Light refreshments will be served.
First Assignment:
Prayer for Aging, p. 7
Preface, p. 9-12
Gateway 1, p. 14-30
Cost of book:
$16.00. Money will be collected at the first meeting.

Vineyard II
A brief study of the Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber’s book Accidental Saints: Finding God in All
the Wrong People will commence on Sunday, March 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the Westminster
Room. Books will be available for participants at the first meeting. The group will meet
in three more sessions: Sunday, March 20, Sunday, April 3, and Sunday, April 17,
same time and place. Note: this Vineyard is now filled.

Report from the February Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on Thursday, February 18, 2016 with Rev. Larry Lalama, moderating.
Elders in attendance were Liz Sibert, John Beltz, Herb Shreiner, Cheryl Anderson Byron Lash, Bob Porter,
Rich Wilder, Carl Wise, Nancy McEwen, Charla Paulus, Gary Werner, Bill Patt, Dana Vargo, Roger Sibert, and
Deacon Representative Carolyn Kennen. Elder Beltz offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Approved minutes of the January 21, 2016 regular meeting of Session.
 Approved motion to remove W. Donald Reader from the church rolls.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to Session detailing his activities since the January meeting. He reported 7 hospital visitations, 3 nursing home visitations, 2 home visitations, and 1 funeral home visitation. He
conducted 3 funerals, attended 3 church committee meetings, led 4 Sunday worship services, and 1 special
worship service. Other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $19,838.48 as of January 31, 2016.
 General discussions regarding potential new members, refurbishing of handbells, personnel reviews, recent bequests received, digital advertising, Impact Massillon project, Souper Bowl outcome, status of
Dream Team, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on February 7, 2016 to 162 communicants, and on February 10, 2016 to 79 communicants.
 Death of W. Donald Reader (2/5/16)
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Card Ministry
The card ministry of Central Presbyterian Church was started by Lois Flanagan, and continued by Betty Anweiler. The records go back over 25 years. If you have been a recipient of a get well, birthday, sympathy, you
know how much this means. For this reason it is important for members of the congregation to sign either the
cards (in the dining room) or the signature slips (upstairs in the Narthex). This year we mailed 178 cards. The
grand total of cards since its conception is now 5278. Truly amazing.
The Card Ministry Committee for 2016 is as follows:
January:
February:
March:
April:
May :
June :

Brenda Wise
Bobby Borton
Nancy Aguon
Betty Fleming
Helen Vukovich
Beverly Denholm

July:
August:
September:
October :
November:
December:

Pat Tuberty
Gail Billman
Jackie Pfeiffer
Mary Sloan
Linda Pfeiffer
Peggy Burau

We thank Happy Snively, Joanne Williams, and Bonnie Fisher for their time and service during the past
years. It was deeply appreciated. We are so grateful for all those who give of their time each month to send
appropriate cards to our members! If you would like to participate in this important ministry contact Brenda
Wise at 330-833-1326 or Jackie Pfeiffer 330-832-9416.

When: Saturday March 19th
2:00-4:00p.m.
Where: Central Presbyterian
Church
Contact: Shannon Baker
330-832-7455

You’re invited to join us for high-flying Easter fun at Rise Up With Jesus!
This Easter event will send your spirits soaring as you travel through the
engaging stations and discover more about Jesus and Easter. You’ll experience games, activities, crafts, and an interactive drama in this adventure
for the entire family. Come and see that Jesus is alive!

Family Craft
Day
Moms-Dads-Kids
Saturday March 26th
Noon-2:00 p.m.
Come enjoy as we:
 Decorate Easter cookies
 Color eggs
 Make an Easter craft
Kids under 6 must have an adult to help
with the craft.
Hope to see you there!
A sign-up sheet is in the narthex!!!

Deacon Doings
Soup Ministry
The Deacon’s are making delicious soups the
first Saturday morning of each month. These
tasty creations are then delivered to our members who are unable to get out much. The extra
soup is sold on Sunday mornings to help fund
this ministry. Volunteers are needed! If you
would like to help cook, package, deliver or sell
please contact Debbie Feichter or Debbie Smith.

SUN! WARMTH! OUTDOORS! Yes,
it will happen! And the Deacons are already planning to celebrate!! Mark your
calendars today!! The church picnic
will be held on:

Sunday, JULY 17th

Food Pantry
In an effort to support the Door Ministry, the
Deacon’s will be placing a collection box in the
narthex for non-perishable food items for the
food pantry. Your support of this very busy
church mission is greatly appreciated!!!!

Watch future Communicators and
Mini Communicators for all the info
closer to the date. Until then, think
warm thoughts!!!

Game Night

Friday, March 11th
6:00 -9:00 pm
Join us, for a warm evening of fun, fellowship and some friendly game play!
Board games, cards, charades and
more!
The Deacon’s will provide a main dish
and drinks. Bring your favorite game,
and a side dish or finger food to share.
Hope to see you there!

Easter
7:30 Sunrise Service
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway

27

10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

28
ABLE

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

21

20

Palm Sunday

6:00 Quilters
7:00 Men’s Study

8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group

29
ABLE

6:30 Faith &
Nurture

8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group

22

6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir

30
ABLE

6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir

23

6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir

16
ABLE
9:30 MOPS

6:00 Quilters &
Shawl Ministry
7:00 Men’s Study
15
ABLE
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group

6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir

8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:30 Trustees &
Outreach

14
ABLE

9
ABLE

8
ABLE

6:00 Girl Scouts

9:30 MOPS

8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir

2
ABLE

Wednesday

1
ABLE

Tuesday

7
ABLE

Monday

10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

13

Communion
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship
11:45 Dream Team

6

Sunday

Thursday

31

Maundy
Thursday Service
7:00 p.m.

24

6:30 Session

17

Pastor’s Day off

Good Friday

25

Pastor’s Day off

18

GAME NIGHT
6:00 pm

9:30 Hope
Rebekah
7:00 Deacons

11

Pastor’s Day off

4

Friday

10

6:30 Human
Resources

3

MARCH 2016
Deacon’s Soup
Ministry

26

19

Family Craft
Day
12-2 p.m.

Rise Up
2-4 p.m.

12
Need A Lunch

5

Saturday

