THE COMMUNICATOR
March 2017
Pastor’s Notes
“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards, he was famished.” Matthew 4:1-2
According to both Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels, after His baptism and prior to the start of His public ministry, Jesus was led into the wilderness to be “tempted by the devil.” As Jesus was alone in this forty day experience, He must have relayed the details of it to someone, or to several someone’s, who in turn served as the
source (or sources) from which Matthew and Luke drew as they composed their respective accounts of Jesus’
birth, life, death, and resurrection.
Both evangelists agree on the particulars of this wilderness testing: that Jesus was tempted in His physical
hunger to perform “magic” in satisfying His personal need; that Jesus was tempted in His knowledge that He
was Son of God to suspend the laws of physics as a show of power; that Jesus was tempted in His initiation of
God’s Kingdom on earth to at once assume authority over all worldly kingdoms and authorities. In all three
instances, Jesus resisted; not because the temptations weren’t alluring and enticing, for they surely were. Jesus resisted on the basis of being faithful to God’s word. Matthew concludes his account by stating that after
Jesus had resisted and overcome, “the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on
him.” (Matt. 4:11)
It is this very gospel account which provides the template for our observance of the liturgical season we have
come to call “Lent” (“quadragesima” in Latin, which translates “fortieth”). The Christian church has traditionally set aside a forty day period – not including Sundays – as a time of self-examination and reflection,
penitence and self-denial, prayer and devotion, recommitment and almsgiving. In a manner of speaking, we
join Jesus in these disciplines which marked His forty-day experience in the wilderness. Our observance of
this season begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the dawning of Easter Sunday.
One of the features of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, and of our own Lenten journeys, is that of fasting,
or withholding from ourselves something we desire or something which has become deeply ingrained in us.
The fundamental purpose of this practice is to set aside the worldly and the comfortable in favor of an unhindered and intense spiritual acuity. In other words, we fast in order to draw closer in our personal relationship
to the Lord. And as Jesus made clear in His teachings, the world is not audience to our discipline of fasting,
but God alone.
Folks choose to fast from any number of things during Lent, usually carnal things ranging from chocolate, to
tobacco, to red meat, to alcohol, to bad language. Increasingly, people are recognizing the value of fasting
from attitudes and intentions of the heart like anger, envy, judgmentalism, negativity, selfishness. I would
suggest that these latter things present much more of a challenge. It’s hard to give up that daily cup of coffee
from McDonalds. It’s REALLY hard to give up calling down curses on someone who’s cut us off at the McDonald’s drive thru.
Then there is a call to fasting articulated by the prophet Isaiah which perhaps best reflects God’s will for our
lives in community. Isaiah writes: “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not
to share your bread with the hungry, and to bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin.” (Is. 58:6-7)
Herein lies, I would suggest, the greatest challenge; to transform community into one which reflects the very
Kingdom of God Jesus came to initiate. For ultimately, Jesus’ purpose in His forty days of fasting in the wilderness served the same end. According to Luke’s account, immediately after Jesus’ return from the wilderness, He stated this about His own mission, quoting, interestingly enough, from the prophet Isaiah: “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Lk. 4:18-19)

Pastor’s Notes continued
We are soon to set upon our Lenten journeys, commencing with a service of contrition and self-examination
on Wednesday, March 1 at 7 p.m. We will at that time have imposed upon us the mark of ashes, as well as receive the elements of Holy Communion. Hopefully before then, we will have considered what sort of fast we’ll
engage in, and what temptations of body, mind, heart and soul we’ll resist as a means of growing closer in our
relationship to the Lord. Beyond that, may we also reflect on how our own personal Lenten disciplines might
call us to be agents of transformation in our homes and families, schools and workplaces, and in our broader
communities, all in faithful response to God’s word. Then at the end of our Lenten journeys – as we gather to
celebrate the empty tomb of Jesus and His resurrection glory – we’ll find that the devil has effectively departed, and that we’ll be ministered to by God’s angels

Youth Stick
Presentation
During Worship
Sunday, March 19th

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!

March Birthdays
Gunther Lill -------------- 2
Tom Cliff ------------------ 3
Lillian Cosgrove ---------- 3
Doris Oberlin ------------- 3
Don Wesley --------------- 3
Jamie Inks ---------------- 4
Carol Losse --------------- 7
Ashley Haines ------------ 9
Matthew Johanning ----- 9
Art James --------------- 10
Chad Pfeiffer ----------- 10
Bud Shaffer ------------- 10
Jonathan Benko ------- 10
Paul Johanning --------- 11
Katie Johanning --------12
Ron Armitage ----------- 13
Bob Houchins ------------ 13
Don McDonald ----------14
Michael Cosgrove ------- 15
Bob Dawson -------------18
Sandy Dodgens ----------18
Bill Patt ------------------18
Josie Rollstin ------------18
Clayton Weatherbee ----18
Elizabeth Cosgrove ------19
Nancy Haines ---------- 23
Susan McKee ----------- 24
Nate Sidharta ---------- 24
Carrie Rankl ------------ 27
Sean Ball ---------------- 29
Elisa Castile ------------ 30
Evan Rankl ---------------31

Please Pray for:

Fellowship
Hour
Faith &
Nurture

Card
Ministry
Nancy Aguon

Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------Regency
Mickey Coen ------------------ Hanover House
Patty Daughenbaugh ----------- The Landing
Margaret Fetzer ----------- Altercare Navarre
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Herm McClurg--------------------------- Home
Barbara Mertes -------- Inn at Belden Village
Jenny O’Connor ----------------- The Danbury
Hank & Genie Ross --------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman ------------- Amherst
Walker Smith ----------- Inn at Belden Village
Happy Snively --------------------------- Home
Velda Snyder ----------------------------- Home
Helen Swann-------------- Amherst Meadows

Hospitalized In February
March Liturgists

Lois Werner (OP)
Don McDonald (OP)

Rosie Sikorsky ----------- 5
Barb Cornell ------------ 12
Rachael Fleischaker -- 19
Ann Butler -------------- 26

Stewardship of Attendance
January 29 ------ 175
February 5 ------- 171
February 12 ----- 163
February 19 ----- 160
Average -------- 167

March Anniversaries
Nate and Lian Sidharta ---------- 1
Garry and Ruth Ann Bolitho ----- 5
Judy and Roger Loar ----------- 14
Nancy and Cory Aguon --------- 19
Sue and Ken Kelewae ---------- 19

Financial Snapshot
March Greeters
Rich Long & Kelly Fogle ----------------- 5
Dana Vargo & Linda Rankl ------------ 12
Dale & Debbie Smith------------------- 19
Rich Wilder & Carol Hauenstein ---- 26

As of January 31, 2017 As of January 31, 2016
YTD Receipts ----------------- $25,072.17 ------- ---- $34,139.34
YTD Disbursements --------- $24,715.84 ----- --- $23,769.80
YTD Surfeit ---------------------- $356.33 ------ ----$10,369.54
Operating Fund Balance ----- $9,996.30 ------ --- $19,838.48
Thank you for your faithful giving toward the ministries of Central
Presbyterian! We are blessed in order to be a blessing!

Hope Rebekah Circle News

A Little Funny

Hope Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, March 9 for
our first meeting of 2017. The meeting will begin with
breakfast and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. Our hostesses are
Jean Mummertz, Helen Vukovich and Polly Thompson.
Polly will offer the morning’s devotions.
Sandy Dodgens will lead our Bible Study.
We will be studying Lesson 8 in our
“Women of The New Testament” Study
Book (page 37). The subject is “Lydia – A
Businesswoman turns to Christ” (A woman
ahead of her time!) It will be helpful to
read the Scripture passage and think about
the questions before the meeting.

Cash Crew Reminder
Dana Vargo starts her schedule on March 27
and completes it on April 17. Please report to
the office after worship on your scheduled
Sundays. If you have any conflicts please
contact Bob Dawson.

Also, please come prepared to work on our Meeting
Schedule for our new Program Book for 2017-2018 –
bring your calendars! And please remember our donations for the Food Pantry and Door Ministry. All women
of Central Presbyterian Church are invited to join this
group. Come! Join us! You will be warmly welcomed!

Preaching Through Lent
Pastor Larry will be preaching the following Scriptures and themes through this Lenten season:
March 5:
March 12:
March 19:
March 26:
April 2:

“More Than We Bargained For” based on Mark 8:34-37
When Jesus calls us to follow, do we understand the full implications of His call? What
does following demand of us, personally and in community?
“I Will Tell You a Mystery” based on 1 Corinthians 15:35-58
We avoid dealing with the reality of physical death, but death’s sting is overcome!
“Valley Places” based on Genesis 37:12-18
Lent is like traveling in a valley where we plumb the depths of our sin and brokenness.
But at journey’s end, we are lifted in the glory of resurrection!
“The Perfect Jar” based on John 4:1-42
We all thirst, but for what? Encountering Jesus in our sin, we find that the water we
seek does not satisfy. Jesus provides LIVING WATER, and we become the vessels.
“Misperception” based on Mark 10:46-52
Like so many things in life, we misperceive Jesus’ mission. Jesus meets us along the,
road, and opens our eyes to see His truth.

Vineyard I
Zeffirelli’s classic film “Jesus of Nazareth.”
Sunday, March 5 (1st Sunday in Lent) through April 9 (Palm Sunday)
6:30-8:00 p.m. Held at the home of Pastor Larry and Vale
Enrollment is limited to twelve due to limited seating

We’re Sharing Your Loss
As a church family, we are in prayer for those who have recently lost loved ones. We extend our sympathies to:
Carl and Brenda Wise, Velda Snyder, and family on the passing of dear baby Lydia Ellyn Sandrock who the
angels carried to Jesus on February 2. She was eighteen weeks in vitro. Parents are Jessica and Chad Sandrock, grieving along with brother Peyton.
Melanie and Jeff Busby, friends and family of Delbert Mason who was reunited with wife Eleanor on Valentine’s Day, February 14 at the age of 88. Services were conducted for Delbert on February 18 at Louisville
Church of Christ with Pastor Brian Grubbs officiating.
“Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her
young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Happy are those who live in your
house, ever singing your praise.” Psalm 84:3-4
“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.” Isaiah 11:6

Report from the February Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on February 16, 2017 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating. Ruling
Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Dana Vargo, Rich Wilder, Chris Evans, Gary Werner, Carl Wise,
Camille Leslie, Cheryl Anderson Herb Shreiner, Debbie Feichter, Ann Butler, and Roger Sibert. Deacon Representative was Vale Lalama. Also in attendance were guests Rev’s. Fred and Sue Ann Schmidt. Elder Leslie
offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Approved minutes of the January 19, 2017 regular meeting of Session.
 Approved request from Sarita Cunningham, Chapter Leader of Compassionate Friends, to hold their
fourth Tuesday monthly meetings in our church.
 Approved request from Scott and Heather Vignos to use the church for the 10 th annual Jallie’s Mission
Pancake Breakfast to benefit Cystic Fibrosis research on Saturday, April 29, 2017 from 7 to noon.
Order of the Day
Visit with Rev. Fred Schmidt, Honorably Retired from the United Methodist Church and Rev Sue Ann
Schmidt, Honorably Retired and Minister-at-Large in Muskingum Valley Presbytery. Both have been attending worship regularly at Central, and Sue Ann has filled our pulpit. They’ve expressed a desire to affiliate After
a time of conversation and sharing, Pastors Schmidt were joyfully welcomed into the fellowship of Central
Presbyterian, and were invited to remain for the balance of the meeting.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his monthly activity since the January Session meeting.
He reported 1 hospital visitation, 5 nursing home visitations, and 2 home visitations. He officiated 1 funeral,
conducted 1 pre-marital counseling session, attended 5 church committee meetings, and led 4 Sunday worship services. Other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $9,996.30 as of January 31, 2017.
 General Discussions regarding Parish Administrator position, Human Resource annual reviews, heating
and air-conditioning upgrades for the upper level classrooms, Souper bowl update, future updates to pictorial directory, work of Team Vision 21.1, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on February 5, 2017 to 146 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Outreach Ministry Highlights
Central Presbyterian Church offers quarterly giving to a variety of local and global mission organizations. In addition CPC mission shared giving’s are donated to the PCUSA to support the work of Presbyteries, the Synods and
the Presbyterian Mission Agency and are used as needed by these agencies. Central Presbyterian Church is one of
81 churches in the Muskingum Valley Presbytery (MVP) and is MVP is one of 11 Presbyteries in the Synod of the
Covenant. Synod of the Covenant includes Michigan and Ohio.
The Presbyterian Mission Agency serves as the mission and ministry arm of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
This agency coordinates and leads the total mission program of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), working in
partnership with synods, presbyteries, and sessions. It also advises and responds to the General Assembly on priorities, programs, and strategies for addressing matters of concern for PC(USA) ministries.
Governed by a Board of Directors whose members are elected by the General Assembly, the Presbyterian Mission
Agency has four ministry areas:
Compassion, Peace and Justice: Advocating for positive change: The ministries of Compassion, Peace
and Justice are hopeful for change through the love and power of Jesus Christ. Our program areas include Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Peacemaking
Program, Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations, Office of Public Witness—Washington, SelfDevelopment of People, Social Witness Policy, and Social Witness Ministries.
Racial Ethnic & Women’s Ministries: Racial Ethnic & Women’s Ministries envisions a world in which all
communities have an equal voice and fully participate in church and society.
Theology, Formation and Evangelism: Forming and transforming disciples: A specific program in
this area includes Theological Education Fund, which supports and promotes the work of PC USA seminaries. The Office of Theological Education is the liaison between congregations, the denomination, the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) seminaries, and the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Our work is designed to nurture and support
the importance of informal theological education in congregations and the vital way formal theological education—your seminaries—nourishes the life of worshiping communities .
World Mission: All things are possible: Presbyterian mission co-workers and church partners in 50 countries continue to passionately minister in word and deed, believing that all things are possible through Jesus
Christ. Throughout our ministry, we see hope wherever we serve. Our 19–30 year old Young Adult Volunteers are
working tirelessly in 17 communities in the U.S. and seven countries around the world.
Monetary gifts are given through our 4 special offerings: including One Great Hour of sharing during the
Lenten season, Pentecost Offering, Peacemaking Offering and Christmas Joy offering during Advent season.
These special offerings are additional giving’s throughout the year and support mission programs through the
PCUSA. You will receive more information about each special offering throughout the year. These gifts support
specific programs within each ministry.
Another small component of the Mission Budget is per capita, a way of sharing the costs that equitably belong to
the whole Presbyterian community. It has been said that per capita apportionment is like a utility bill. Just as we
pay for heat, light, water and telephone in order to remain connected to the utility systems and benefit from the
services provided, we also pay per capita so that the Presbyterian system can function on behalf of all of us. It is
the necessary linkage in our connectional system. Each presbytery is responsible for the timely payment of per
capita for the current year. The Per Capita for 2017 is $29.11 per member.
Souper Bowl of Caring of 2017:

Last weekend, as the Big Game was being played in Houston, thousands of people came together to make a difference
in their community. Reports are still being tallied, and over $6.3 million in cash and food items has already been reported. Thanks to you, the Souper Bowl of Caring movement continues to #ChangeTheGame.

Thanks to the entire congregation for their generous giving to the Souper Bowl of Caring and to the youth of
middle and high school for their promotion and collection of the Souper Bowl giving following worship on (cont’d)

Sunday, Feb 5. The total collection was $320. 11 which is being donated 50% each to the food pantry of Morgan
Scott Project Inc. of TN and to the Backpack for Kids through the Stark County Hunger Task force for Massillon
grade school. Thank you for allowing us to Pay It Forward.
One Great Hour of Sharing
Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single,
largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world.
One Great Hour of Sharing, received during the season of Lent (March 1 - April 15), makes a difference in the
world through three impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program,
and Self-Development of People.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after
the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters • Receives 32% of funds raised.
Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) • Takes action to alleviate hunger and the systemic causes of poverty
so all may be fed • Receives 36% of funds raised.
Self-Development of People (SDOP) • Invests in communities responding to their experiences of racism, oppression, poverty and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these societal ills • Receives 32%
of funds raised.
Today, projects supported by One Great Hour of Sharing are underway in more than 100 countries and across the
US.
Grants from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance have been given to churches in South Carolina for damage due to
the flooding from the storms in October, areas in Colorado affected by flooding, refugee support in California, and
recovery from Wild fires in Alaska, Florida and Washington.
Grants from Self Development of People have been given to organization across the US:
Capital Park Women's Empowerment Project of Columbus, OH: The grant will enable the creation of a cooperative sewing program for a community of refugee women. Participants will be trained to become master seamstresses
with the ability to design, produce and sell designer bags, do clothing repairs and participate in training of marketing of
these products. This project will allow the group to build economic independence. Presently because of limited English
skills, group members can only obtain low paying positions.
Bonded Women from GA, who come together to make and alter clothing for their consignment shop.
Calumet Laurium Holistic Senior Center from Calumet, MI: A senior citizen center started by and run by lowincome and handicapped senior citizens, many with diabetes, to help themselves overcome isolation and develop better
self-care through diabetes education and fitness.
We the People of Detroit of Detroit, MI: An advocacy project to provide short term water supplies for members
to avert a public health crisis, restore water to affected and high risk members and implement policy to ensure fresh
clean water is delivered to low income residents at an affordable cost.
Grants for Presbyterian Hunger Programs have been given to Congregational based Community organizing for various programs involving start up and support of local programs that are addressing hunger and housing in their communities.
These are just a few projects and organizations that benefit from your donations to One Great Hour of Sharing. Please
give generously to continue the support of programs that address hunger, self- development of people as they grow and
assistance with disaster relief and recovery in the US and around the world.
THANK YOU
Dear Central Presbyterian Church: I just want to Thank you for all you did for my family at Christmas! You surely took
care of us! So many wonderful gifts for my children that they were delighted with and clothes and shoes that they
needed. Thank you! But not only that, I am so grateful for the overwhelmingly generous grocery store gift card. Surely
you all showed us God’s Love and assurance. Thank you so much and I hope to be a help to you all somehow.
Peace, Michelle

February Need A Lunch
February’s Need A Lunch was prepared by Ken Kanipe for 120 of our faithful guests who raved over the delicious chicken pot-pie. This was served over mashed potatoes. Desert included ice cream and heart shaped
cookies baked and frosted by Nancy. Thanks to all who continue to support this ministry.
Tom Benko

Needle Crafters
Needed!
No experience
necessary!
Helpful Skills
Quilting
Knitting
Needlepoint
Cross-stitch
Conversation
Snack Provider
Devotions and Fellowship

Mondays 1:00-3:00

Deacon Doings

Friday, March 10th
6:00p.m.
Join us, for a warm evening of fun, fellowship and some friendly game
play! Board games, cards, charades and more!
The Deacon’s will provide a main dish and drinks. Bring your favorite
game and a side dish or snack to share. Hope to see you there!

Palm
Sunday
April 9th After worship
deacon’s will Provide the ham
Please bring a side, salad or
dessert!!!

10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship
6:30 Vineyard I
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7:00 Men’s Study

1-3 Quilters
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1-3 Quilters
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7:00 Men’s Study

6
ABLE
1-3 Quilters &
Shawl Ministry

Monday

28 ABLE
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:30 Faith & Nurt.
6:30 Commpassionate Friends
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Group
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8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
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6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir
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6:30 Session
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Wednesday Service
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9:30 Hope
Rebekah
6:45 Bells
7:45 Choir
7:00 Deacons
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31

Pastor’s Day off

24

Pastor’s Day off

17

Pastor’s Day off

25

18

11 Need A Lunch

Pastor’s Day off
10

GAME NIGHT
6:00 pm

4

Saturday

3

Friday

