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Pastor’s Report
“As (Jesus) walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man or his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.’”
- John 9:1-3
A young man stopped by the office recently for counsel and prayer. It was clear that he was in great distress, judging from the emotions etched in his face and his agitated demeanor. This was confirmed as he poured out his heart
and revealed that he was terribly frightened. When I asked what was frightening him so, he said, in part, that he believed God was judging the earth and was soon to return. The basis of his “fear” was natural disaster, particularly
the hurricanes which have recently ravaged Texas, the Caribbean region, and Florida. He believed these to be
signs of God’s anger, disfavor, and preludes to a coming cataclysm which would destroy the entire earth. “God must
be punishing us for our sins,” he stammered. “And I’m a sinner! What is He going to do to me?”
I think this fellow’s fears are shared by many others; Christians and non-Christians alike. Over the course of these
two terrifying weather events, many Christian leaders have affirmed this belief that we’ve fallen into the hands of an
angry God, and that these hurricanes, along with flooding, tornadoes, earthquakes and forest fires, are methods by
which God is meting out punishment for human sinfulness, or by which God is at least trying to get our attention.
As such events of earth, sea and sky appear to be on the increase, and reports arrive weekly of yet another, so too increases the belief among many that these “acts of God” are indeed signs of divine disfavor. I think Jesus’ disciples
believed this very thing.
As recorded by John, Jesus one day encountered a man who was described only as being “blind from birth.” The
first question on the disciples’ minds, and the first words from their mouths, reflected a belief in divine disfavor expressed in and through human ills and sufferings. Their words perpetuated the ancient pattern of trying to appease
angry deities as a means of gaining favor and avoiding punishment. I am certain the disciples were shocked when,
rather than pointing out the sin which they were sure was at the root of the man’s blindness, Jesus clearly stated:
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned.” This, of course, was a rhetorical statement. Surely Jesus didn’t believe
that the man or his parents were perfect people; sinless in word and deed. Jesus’ point was that the man’s blindness
had nothing to do with sin; his or his parents. In defense of the disciples, and others who believed as they did, there
were few other reasons understood for blindness in a pre-scientific age. Short of accident, one’s eyesight would only
be taken by the very hand of God. As the disciples scratched their heads, Jesus added, “he was born blind so that
God’s works might be revealed in him.” As John’s narrative proceeds, Jesus has mercy on the blind man, and restores his sight. While this was an awesome act of restoration, the reaction of others – particularly the religious leaders – was less than favorable. In fact, Jesus was criticized as being a sinner Himself, it even suggested that the entire
healing episode was phony.
While I do believe that God, in many ways both large and small, is always trying to get our attention, I don’t believe
God sends forth catastrophe, tragedy, and suffering as a means of doing so. I do believe, however, that in the midst
of these things, God can be discovered; not as the One who initiates and propagates, but as the one who accompanies
and restores.

While many view God as the agent of suffering (the master of disaster, in a manner of speaking), I see God
as the agent of healing and of release from suffering. The natural order of things which God -- in God’s
infinite mind and wisdom -- has set in place, result in both sunshine and storm; both wellness and disease. As a part of this natural order, we ourselves are at some times beneficiary, and at other times victim.
To simply equate sunshine, wellness, and benevolence with God’s divine favor, and storm, disease, and
victimhood with God’s divine disfavor is theologically shortsighted, and frankly unbiblical. Jesus made
clear the error in such thinking when, as part of His Sermon on the Mount (concerning loving our enemies), He stated: “For (your Father in heaven) makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”
Near the end of my visit with the young man, he asked a legitimate question, “Where then is God in these
hurricanes and floods?” My response was, and is, this: Have you heard stories of people helping people;
people wading in waist high waters to help rescue others and get them to higher ground; people who freely
opened their homes, churches and businesses as shelters; people who freely offered goods and services;
people who traveled great distances to bring aid; people who are making donations from not only around
the nation but around the world………
That’s where God is in these hurricanes and floods. Perhaps the words of Jesus to His disciples
in response to their query about “who sinned” are most instructive: “…so that God’s works
might be revealed in him.” While God did not, as an act of vengeance for sin, strike the blind
man while he was still in his mother’s womb, God did, as an act of grace through the person of
Jesus, restore the man’s eyesight. Such grace in incarnated daily by those who serve God’s
purposes of healing, restoration, and redemption.
While we struggle (and we always will) with the most painful aspects of our collective and
individual life journeys -- natural disasters and tragedies; illness, disease, accident, abuse -- may
we find assurance in God’s word and comfort in God’s Spirit that God works His redemptive
purposes in the context of these things which afflict saint and sinner both. May our eyes be
opened to every act of grace which reveals the grace and love of the Almighty.

Birthdays
Vicki Datkuliak -----1
Tom Madaffer ----- 2
Ashley Lamb ------- 2
Linda Rankl ------- 3
Jim Snively -------- 4
Leo Vignos --------- 6
Ed Hare------------- 9
Susan Eitelman --- 11
Sydney Price ------ 11
Riley Price --------- 11
Bill Walrath ------- 12
Tom Sibert -------- 13
Cheryl Lash ------- 19
Lorinda Kanipe ---20
Olivia Fleischaker 21
Jack Vignos ------- 22
Dennis Rankl ----- 24
Robin Hauenstein 24
Pamela Werner --- 25
Ralph Lynn ------- 26
Mike Baker ------- 26
Marlene Kanipe -- 28
Bob Oberlin ------ 29
Jean Kidd ---------30
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Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------Regency
Patty Daughenbaugh ----------- The Landing
Joyce Dowd ------------- Inn at Belden Village
Margaret Fetzer ----------- Altercare Navarre
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes -------- Inn at Belden Village
Jenny O’Connor ----------------- The Danbury
Hank & Genie Ross --------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman ------------- Amherst
Walker Smith ---------- Inn at BeldenVillage
Happy Snively ------------------- The Danbury
Velda Snyder ----------------------------- Home
Bette Yonkich ------------------ Meadow Wind

Hospitalized In September
Don Wesley (OP)
Haley Craddock (OP)
Bob Thatcher (OP)

Anniversaries
David and Linda Rankl ---- 7
Lynn and David Heiser ---- 8
Bud and Alice Shaffer ---- 13
Scott and Heather Vignos 19
Gail and Kenneth Billman -29

Velda Snyder (OP)
Dorothy Beck
Tracy Wilder (OP)

Stewardship of Attendance
September 3……………. 159
September 10……………182
September 17……………179
September 24……………171
Average ………………..173

Cash Crew Reminder
Greeters
Bea King/Betty Fleming
Rosie Sikorsky/Judy Miday

John Beltz October 8-29th. Please report to the office after worship on your scheduled Sundays. If you have any conflicts please
contact Bob Dawson.

Stew & Susanne Fryer
Rich Long/Kelly Fogle
DanaVargo/Linda Rankl

Liturgists
Rachel Fleischaker--- October 1
Charla Paulus -------- October 8
Mike Cosgrove ----- October 15’
Patrick Baker --------October 22
Stew Fryer -----------October 29

Hope Rebekah Circle News
Hope Rebekah Circle of Central Presbyterian Church will meet on Thursday, October
12, at 9:30 a.m. at the church. The meeting will begin with a light breakfast served
by our hostesses for October – Marcia Indorf, Gail Kincaid and Sue Wesley. Debbie
Feichter will offer the Morning Devotions. We will be beginning our new study book
“The Twelve Disciples”, and Jackie Pfeiffer will be leading our study. The books are
on order and will be handed out as soon as they are received. All women of Central
are invited to join - you will be warmly welcomed.

Peace and Global Witness Offering will be celebrated on
World Communion Sunday October 1
The Peace & Global Witness Offering, formerly Peacemaking Offering, is received during the
Season of Peace, which ends on World Communion Sunday, October 1.
Ephesians 2:14-17 teaches us that we are created anew as one body through the cross. We
are called to put aside our differences and our hostilities – to love one another and proclaim
the peace of Christ to those near and far.
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of
Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's
peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The
remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice
in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and
Christian witness. Because of your congregation’s support, Presbyterians have helped to rebuild war-torn communities and advocate for peace at tables where global leaders meet, such
as United Nations.
Please give generously to the Peace and Global Witness offering on Sunday October 1.

Dear Central Presbyterian Deacons
Thank you for your kind donation to our concert series this year.
About 85% of our guests had never been to Spring Hill before. Your
donation helped us to cover costs so we can continue to provide
funding to our community. Thank You, Sammy Kay—Director

Dear Central Presbyterian Congregation,
Words are not adequate to express our gratitude for your generous donation. The check for $500 will
go far to insure that our Gorrell children have nutritious food to eat over the weekends.
Your congregation has been an amazing blessing to families at Gorrell. We are so grateful to you and
your organization. Sincerely, Alyssia Kappas, Principal
.

September Need A Lunch

unch
Out to L

News

Need A Lunch update:
September lunch served include pull pork sandwiches, coleslaw and roasted potatoes made with the
help of Cheryl Lash, Kenn Kanipe and Tom Benko. We served well over 120 pulled pork sandwiches
until we ran out of buns and then served just the pulled pork with many returning for seconds.
Vanilla Ice Cream with toppings was served for dessert donated by Bob Dawson. The regular crew
were present to wrap silverware, prepare drinks, serve the meal and clean up following the
meal. Bonnie and Margaret were present for the clothing closet and were offering as many summer
clothing as people wanted. Next month the fall and winter clothing will be out and they are accept-

Mark Your Calendars TODAY for……….
FEAST OF THE FAITHFUL, a full course Thanksgiving dinner, will immediately follow worship on
Sunday, November 19. This meal is provided as a free gift to members, affiliates and friends of Central Presbyterian in gratitude for your generous giving toward the church’s ministries throughout the
year. Charlie Brown Catering will again provide their excellent services. You may call the church office with your meal reservations at your earliest convenience.

We send our

We extend our sincere condolences to Bob and Tammy Pribanic and family on the passing of Bob’s brother John “JJ” Pribanic, who entered the
CHRISTIAN Sympathies glory of the Lord on September 16 following a long and courageous battle
with cancer. He was 78 years of age. A memorial service was conducted
for JJ on September 21 in Moss Point, Mississippi.
“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”
- Colossians 3:2-3

It gives us great joy to announce that one of the daughters of Central, Samantha Eubank, has enrolled in the
Masters of Ministry program through Mount Vernon Nazarene University. Sam will begin her studies in October. Areas of study will include pastoral leadership, contemporary theological issues, approaches to preaching, and development of ministry teams. We send our blessings to Sam for a rich and full time of preparation

.

We send our congratulations to Alex and Abby Butler on the birth of Noah Finley Butler, who was
delivered on September 17th. Proud grandparents are Fred and Ann Butler.

Vineyard IV “What a Gift!”
When the Magi arrived with their gifts for the baby Jesus, it was a baby shower like no other! Join us
for this Vineyard as we take a closer look at the spiritual significance of the gifts they presented, namely,
gold, frankincense and myrrh. We will then examine the Christian journey to the stable as we consider
what might be a suitable gift that we can offer the Christ child.
You are invited to join the Vineyard on Sunday mornings during
Advent, December 3, 10, 17 and 24 at 9:00 A.M. in the Westminster
Room.
Susan Eitelman

Financial Snapshot
Financial Snapshot

As of August 31, 2017

YTD Receipts……………………………….
YTD Disbursements……………………
YTD Deficit…………………………………
Operating Fund Balance………………

As of August 31, 2016

$ 220,743.73……………………..$ 209,917.29
$ 226,566.21……………………..$ 212,656.33
$ 5,822.48…………………….$ 2,739.04
$
3,817.49…………………….$ 6,729.90

Thanks to your faithful and sacrificial stewardship, our giving on the fiscal side is far exceeding what we had anticipated at the beginning of the year. Praise be to God, and deep gratitude to all members, affiliates, and friends for your generosity!

Report from the September Session
The regular meeting of Session was held on September 21, 2017 with Rev. Larry Lalama
moderating. Ruling Elders in attendance were Chris Evans, Ann Butler, Fred Butler, Byron Lash,
Dale Smith, Char Bickel, Don McDonald, Dana Vargo, Carl Wise, Rich Wilder, Camille Leslie,
Debbie Feichter, Leslie Picot, and Clerk Roger Sibert. Also in attendance was Deacon Representative Amber Barlow. Elder Leslie offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer
list and opening prayer by Pastor Larry.
General Business
* Approved minutes from the August 17, 2017 regular meeting of Session.
* Approved request from Linda Craddock for a Letter of Transfer to Full Devotion First Baptist
Church in Canton, Ohio.
* Approved motion for Pastor Larry, Roger Sibert, and Dale Smith to meet with Don and Rosalie
Wolfe for the purpose of examination for church membership.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report to the Session detailing his activities since the August
meeting. He reported 4 hospital visitations, 2 nursing home visitations, and 4 home visitations.
He conducted 1 funeral service, offered 1 pre-membership counseling session and 2 pre-marital
counseling sessions, attended 6 church committee meetings, 1 presbytery-related committee
meeting, and led 5 Sunday worship services. Several other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $3,817.49 as
of August 31, 2017.
* Approved motion to appoint Elder Rich Wilder to Team Vision 21.1.
* General discussion regarding fall women’s retreat, October 15th music program, second floor
heating project, building maintenance issues, Feast of the Faithful, Kairos prison ministry, Mountain of Food, work of Team Vision 21.1, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on September 3, 2017 to 137 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Team Vision 21.1
A heartfelt thank you for all of the very generous pledges and contributions toward our church renovation fund . We seem to be off to a good start to raising the approximately $ 300,000 necessary to complete the work.
The roof has already been replaced at a budgeted figure of $60,000 and has a fifty year warranty.
This was the obvious first step before embarking on the interior work including refinishing the pews, plaster
repairs and painting, installation of new carpet, new lighting, new sound system and improvements to the
narthex and entrances on Second Street.
For those of you who have not yet submitted your pledge cards or contribution for 2017, we will accept them until the end of this year. Please mark on your check or envelope, “Team Vision”, so as not to confuse accounting with your regular tithes or offerings.
The Team is currently reviewing and scrutinizing all bids and pricing received to date to insure we
get the best possible price from the best available contractors. We have hired architect John Picard, of
Massillon to assist with redesigning the narthex and front entrance. What a truly exciting time at Central!
Again, thank you so much for your willingness to contribute to this much needed
Church revitalization…. all to the Glory of God.

Hannah Group
Hannah Group aims to:
Invite every mom of school-agers into a safe community
Provide personal support and encouragement
Relate Christian faith to our life practices
The Hannah Group has emerged from the needs of concerned mothers who would like to connect
with other moms in the community to find encouragement for their parenting adventures. Our
monthly meetings have been designed to provide uplifting, faith based discussion that is relevant to
the issues of parenting school-aged children.
Hannah Group will meet in the fellowship hall of Central Presbyterian Church every first Thursday
of the month September—June from 7:00-9:00 PM. There is no membership fee to join the Hannah group, but it is recommended that participants purchase a workbook for $15 that will be used
throughout the year. (Workbooks are available for purchase at each meeting.
Meeting Dates
October 5

February 1

November 2

March 1

December 7

April 5

January 4

May 3

29
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship
Jean Kidd’s 90th
Birthday reception

22
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

15
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship
3:30 VVV Concert

8
10:30 Worship
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

1
10:30 Worship
Communion
10:45 Gateway
11:30 Fellowship

Sunday

7p Men’s Study

30
Aspire
1:00 Quilters

7p Men’s Study

23
Aspire
1:00 Quilters

7p Men’s Study

16
Aspire
1:00 Quilters

7p Men’s Study

9
Aspire
1:00 Quilters

7p Men’s Study

2
Aspire
1:00 Quilters

Monday

7:30 Choir

4
Aspire

Wednesday

31
Aspire
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group

24 Aspire
8a Men’s Prayer
6:30 Faith &
Nurture
7p Compassionate
Friends

7:30 Choir

25
Aspire

17
18
Aspire
Aspire
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
7:30 Choir

10
11
Aspire
Aspire
8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group
6:30 Trustees
7:30 Choir
6:30 Outreach

8:00 Men’s Prayer
Group

3
Aspire

Tuesday

26

6:30 Session

19

6:30 Deacons

12
9:30
Hope Rebekah

7p Hannah Group

5

Thursday

October

Pastor’s Day off

27

Pastor’s Day off

20

Pastor’s day off

28
Youth Fellowship
Halloween field
Trip… TBA

21

Need A Lunch
12n Rehearsal

14

Women’s retreat

Pastor’s day off
Women’s Retreat
13

7

Saturday

6

Friday

