THE COMMUNICATOR
October 2016
Pastor’s Notes
“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to
whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.”
Luke 12:48b
These words of Jesus recorded in the gospel according to Luke have become idiomatic in our culture, paraphrased for example in the movie Spider Man wherein Uncle Ben’s words of wisdom to Peter Parker are “With
great power comes great responsibility.”
The context of the above Bible passage is a conversation between Jesus and His disciples about His second
coming. Understandably, the disciples were bewildered by this teaching as Jesus was talking about an event
that would occur after his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. After Jesus tells a few parables about
preparation and readiness, a confused Simon Peter asks Jesus, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us
or for everyone?” Jesus replies with yet another parable in which He defines a ‘faithful and prudent manager” as one who gives out food and other allowances “at the proper time.” When the master of the estate
returns and finds his manager handling his resources well, he “put that one in charge of all his possessions.” Jesus then continues the parable contrasting this faithful manager with one who is unfaithful – wasting the master’s possessions; abusing workers on the estate; generally mismanaging his employer’s resources
to satisfy his own desires. Upon the master’s unexpected return, the judgment upon that unfaithful manager
would be severe. Jesus’ summary of the point of this parable are the words at the top of this article. We find a
related parable in Matthew’s Gospel called the “Parable of the Talents” which makes the same point that with
great power comes great responsibility. These ancient parables lift up principles of stewardship which are
every bit as pertinent for us today as they were for the original hearers. Maybe even moreso.
We often make the assumption that only wealthy people have been given much. In truth, we all have been
given much. We have been given the abundant grace of God. We have been given the written word of God.
We have been given the living, breathing WORD of God in the person of Jesus Christ. We have been given
gifts of the Holy Spirit: teaching, encouragement, charity, generosity, service. We have been given great resources such as finances, time, talents including culinary skills, musical ability, administrative acumen, and
many others. In light of all which God as provided, we are responsible to seek God’s will and wisdom on how
to use gifts and resources granted us, committing ourselves to expending these so that God might be glorified,
and God’s work carried out in the world. In effect, we have been entrusted with certain things, and faithfulness requires that we manage those things wisely and unselfishly. This is simply responsible stewardship.
In this stewardship season – as we seek God’s will and consider ways we can support the growing ministries of
Central Presbyterian – it is well to recognize just how much we’ve been given. How can we bring our gifts and
resources in response to our call to further the Kingdom of God and to proclaim the glory of Jesus Christ?
How do we exercise responsible stewardship? In just a few weeks, you’ll be receiving from our Trustees Ministry a letter and commitment card asking you to pledge your support in the coming year. Please thoughtfully
and prayerfully discern how you can bless the church, as you have been blessed. As we await our Lord’s return, may we be found faithful managers of all which has been left in our care.

October Birthdays

Please Pray for:

Vicki Datkuliak ----------- 1
Tom Madaffer ------------ 2
Ashley Lamb -------------- 2
Linda Rankl -------------- 3
Jim Snively --------------- 4
Leo Vignos ---------------- 6
Ed Hare-------------------- 9
Susan Eitelman ---------- 11
Sydney Price ------------- 11
Riley Price ---------------- 11
Bill Walrath --------------12
Tom Sibert ---------------13
Cheryl Lash --------------19
Olivia Fleischaker -------21
Jack Vignos ------------- 22
Dennis Rankl ----------- 24
Robin Hauenstein ----- 24
Pamela Werner --------- 25
Ralph Lynn ------------- 26
Mike Baker ------------- 26
Bob Oberlin ------------ 29
Jean Kidd --------------- 30

Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------ Regency
Mickey Coen ------------------ Hanover House
Patty Daughenbaugh ------------The Landing
Margaret Fetzer ----------- Altercare Navarre
Lois Freytag--------- Inn at University Village
Dick Frieg -------------------------------- Home
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Herm McClurg -------------------------- Home
Barbara Mertes -------- Inn at Belden Village
Jenny O’Connor ----------------- The Danbury
Orson Rice ---------------------- Brewster Park
Hank & Genie Ross --------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman ------------- Amherst
De Sibert -------------------- Amherst Meadow
Walker Smith ----------- Inn at Belden Village
Happy Snively --------------------------- Home
Velda Snyder -------------- Hospitality House
Helen Swann ------------- Amherst Meadows

October Anniversaries
Don and Carrie Rankl ------------2
Martha and Don McDonald ---- 8
Jane and Chuck Sypolt ---------- 8
Bonnie and Bud Baltzer -------- 16
Ray and Dorothy Beck ---------- 16
Robert and Karen Houchins --- 16
Stew and Susanne Fryer --------17
Keith and Cornelia Warstler -- 18
Tom and Karen Sibert ---------- 19
Melanie and John Sypolt ------ 24
Sally and Dick Frieg ------------ 25
Melissa and Doug Price--------- 29
Bob and Becky Oberlin --------- 30
Dawn and Steven Slagle ------- 31

October Liturgists
Rachael Fleischaker ----- 2
Carrie Paisley ------------ 9
Mike Cosgrove ---------- 16
Patrick Baker ---------- 23
Stew Fryer -------------- 30

Fellowship
Hour
Trustees

Card
Ministry
Mary
Sloan

Stewardship of
Attendance
August 28-------- 176
September 4 ----- 164
September 11 ---- 169
September 18 --- 164
September 25 --- 173
Average ------- 169

Hospitalized In September
Lois Freytag
De Sibert
Ansel Shoaf
Lian Sidharta
Maddox Werner (OP) Orson Rice

Financial Snapshot
As of August 31, 2016 As of August 31, 2015
YTD Receipts ..................... $209,917.29 .................. $209,418.07
YTD Disbursements ........... $212,656.33 .................. $205,676.08
YTD Surfeit .......................... ($2,739.04) ...................... $3,741.99
Operating Fund Balance......... $6,729.90 ..................... $13,198.99
As we are drawing closer to the end of our fiscal year, it is time to
catch up. We have for several months been operating at a moderate
deficit. Overall income which includes pledges and offerings, open
plate giving, dividends on investments, and PALS income is currently over 6% in deficit, which translates to over $20,000. Your
help is needed now! Please bring your pledge up to date, and give
beyond your pledge if able. As we move into our fourth quarter, we
would like to close the income/expense gap and close the year with a
balanced spread sheet. Thank you in advance for your assistance,
and thank you ALWAYS for your generous giving toward the ministries of Central Presbyterian.

A Little Funny

Hope Rebekah Circle News
Hope Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, October 13, at
9:30 a.m. at the Church. Our hostesses this month are
Sandy Dodgens, Lorna Patt and Jackie Pfeiffer. This
month’s devotions will be given by Polly Thompson. Sandy
will be leading our Bible Study which is based on John’s
Gospel, Chapter 11, verses 1 – 44. The subject of the lesson
is “Facing Death and Grief” and is the story of Mary and
Martha. The lesson is found on Page 29 of the study book.
Please remember your food and paper items for the Food
Pantry. All the women of Central Presbyterian Church are
invited to attend these meetings. Try it! You’ll like it!

Cash Crew Reminder
John Beltz starts his schedule on October 9 and completes
it on October 30. Please report to the office after worship on
your scheduled Sundays. If you have any conflicts please
contact Bob Dawson.

Pastor’s Vacation
Sending Our Sympathies
Our church family extends its condolences to
Roger Huth, Kelly, George, Alyssa and Evan Georgiou, family and friends on the sudden passing of
Nancy Jane Huth who was called home to the
Lord on September 21 at the age of 76. Services
were conducted for Nancy in our sanctuary on
September 26 with Pastor Larry officiating, and
Leigh Conti and Shannon Baker providing a ministry of music. Inurnment followed at Rose Hill
Memorial Gardens.

Pastor Larry and Vale will be away on vacation from
October 3 through 9. Filling the pulpit on Sunday,
October 9 will be Rev. Sue Ann Schmidt, a frequent
visitor here at Central. In pastor’s absence, Rev. Lynn
Shetzer from Reedurban Presbyterian Church will be
on call for any pastoral emergencies.

Need A Lunch
September brought a beautiful day for Need a Lunch where approximately 100 guests were served beef and
noodles over mashed potatoes with a side of beans with carrots. The clothes closet was open for business to
give nice used clothes to those who are in need. As cooler weather approaches and closets are cleaned out of
last year’s winter clothes remember to drop you garments off at the church. As I missed the September Communicator publishing deadline, the following is presented: The July Need a Lunch saw a full house of friends
who enjoyed a home cooked meal by Randy. August brought the dog days of summer with multiple activities
in Massillon and at the Church. The Clothes Closet was closed and the Lincoln Way Highway Rummage Sale
Store was open for business. And, Lincoln Way in downtown Massillon was filled with programs and events
for kids. With all these events and our regular friends visiting for Need a Lunch the kitchen crew prepared two
huge roasters filled with Chicken and noodles, two pots of mashed potatoes were prepared, with a side of
green beans. More than 130 people enjoyed the fellowship and a hot filling meal prepared with love and compassion. Thank you for your help and support.

Outreach Ministry Highlights
Life Touch Pictorial Church Directory
Sign up for the Pictorial Church Directory is complete and we had great success with nearly filling 5 days of
pictures taken. Pictures are being taken Tuesday October 4 to Saturday October 8.
Thanks to all who signed up to have their pictures taken.
Just some updates:


Everyone will get a reminder phone call about 2-3 days prior to your photo session.



If you had an email address then you will also get an email reminder. Please check your spam folder as
it may go to the spam file. If you have no email then you will get a post card reminder.



The pictures are being taken at the church in the Narthex area. You will view your pictures following
your photo session in the nursery and be able to select your picture for the directory. By having your
picture taken you will be getting a free church directory and a free 8x10 photo.



You will also have the opportunity to purchase additional copies of your pictures however you are under no obligation to do so.

Can You help with the Pictorial directory for a 3 and half hour session during the
photo sessions on October 8?
I am still looking for 2-4 individuals to serve as host/hostess during the photography session on Saturday October 8. These persons will greet families and individuals coming for their photo sessions, assist the family
and individual sign in at their assigned photo time and assist with completion of paperwork prior to their photographs being taken. You will receive training on your duties. If you are interested in being a Church Host,
please talk to Nancy McEwen .

The Northwest Lions club would like to thank the Deacon Board
for providing food and refreshments for the Quarter Auction and
the church for allowing the Northwest Lions club for the use of
the church to host the Quarter Auction.
VINEYARD IV
RED LETTER REVOLUTION
What did JESUS actually say on the subjects of Islam, Economics, Racism, Homosexuality, Immigration, Politics, The Middle East, and more? We will view video clips and study together the book
Red Letter Revolution coauthored by best-selling authors Tony Campolo and Shane Claiborne
as they dialogue and debate issues in light of the words of Jesus found in the gospels [sometimes
printed in RED LETTERS].
VINEYARD IV opens on Sunday, October 23 at 6 p.m. and closes on November 27
Hardback copies of Red Letter Revolution are available for $10.
Enrollment will be limited to 20. Please call the office to register.

Report from the September Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on September 15, 2016 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating. Elders in
attendance were Cheryl Anderson, Char Bickel, Chris Evans, Camille Leslie, Don McDonald, Bob Porter, Herb
Shreiner, Dana Vargo, Gary Werner, Rich Wilder, Carl Wise, and Deacon Representative Brenda Wise.
Elder Werner offered a devotion followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening prayer by
Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Appointed Camille Leslie as Clerk pro tem for this meeting.
 Approved minutes from the August 18, 2016 regular meeting of Session.
 Approved 2015 Financial Review as presented by the Financial Review Committee at August Session
meeting.
 Approved motion that church’s electronic sign be used only for church-sponsored activities taking place in
the church building or on church grounds.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the August Session meeting. He reported 7 hospital visitations and 5 nursing home visitations. He officiated 1 funeral and 1 wedding, conducted
1 pre-marital counseling session, attended 5 church committee meetings and 1 Presbytery meeting, and led 4
Sunday worship service.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $6,729.90 as of August
31, 2016.
 Approved the purpose and rationale statements for the 21.1 capital project as presented by Team Vision
21.1.
 General discussions regarding October 16 recital and concert, Vineyard offerings, ceiling and lighting replacement in PALS room and classroom 201 with proposed future replacement of ceiling and lighting in
the social hall, flat screen TV/DVD for classroom 201, team to review church’s investments, Feast of the
Faithful, electronic giving, work of Team Vision 21.1, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on September 4, 2016 to 141 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Camille Leslie, Clerk pro tem

VINEYARD V
LET. IT. GO.
Women’s Study

How to stop running the show and start walking in faith. God wants His job back! Many women are wired to control.
You’re the ones who make sure the house is clean, the meals are prepared, the beds are made, the children are dressed,
and everyone gets to work, school, and other activities on time. But trying to control everything can be exhausting. This
humorous, yet thought-provoking study guides you as you discover for yourself the freedom and reward of living a life “out
of control,” in which you allow God to be seated in the rightful place in your life.
This is a video series, guided by Char Bickel, with a work book for discussion and book to read for individual study for
women who feel the need to “do it all”.
Saturday Mornings 10-11:30, October 15-November 12
Refreshments provided.
Enrollment will be limited to 12.

The Northwest High School Vocal Music Department
and
Central Presbyterian Church
Present

Music of the Masters
featuring
Mr. Leigh Conti will perform piano and organ pieces of
Chopin, Strauss, and Guilmant.
The Northwest High School Chorale and Varsity Choir
performing Franz Schubert’s Mass in G
The Central Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir performing
works of Mozart and Vivaldi
The combined forces of the NHS and CPC choirs performing
works of Brahms and Haydn
Accompanied by Professional Orchestra

You’re invited to join the fun!

L’il Pumpkin Fall Fest
Saturday, October 22nd
2 to 4 p.m.
Enjoy playing games and a
craft! Face painting and a
Balloon Artist add to the
fun!! There will be free rides
on the Tuslaw Lion’s Club
Train! Come share some
cookies and punch and have
a great afternoon with us!!
Hope to see you there!
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