The Communicator
Pastor’s Notes September 2016
In July I preached a sermon entitled “Division of the House”. Several folks have asked for reprints of that message,
so I’m pleased to offer it as my Pastor’s Notes for this month.
I am proud to be an American; thankful to be a citizen of a nation which, for almost two and a half centuries, has stood upon the highest ideals of the human spirit: liberty; equality; justice; opportunity; compassion;
pursuit of righteousness, wisdom, and truth. These are ideals and qualities which have been defended by some of
the finest men and women on earth; those who have given and continue to give so much of themselves, even to the
point of sacrificing their very lives, in order that these ideals would continue to guide and shape us as a people. So
much for a Veteran’s Day mini-sermon in late July. I’ll just say again, I am proud and thankful to be an American.
Yet even with the pride I carry as an American citizen, I have great concern for this nation of ours. Throughout the history of the United States, there have been the inevitable stresses and strains of growing together as a
diverse people. Differences over matters of political positions, cultural mores, religious beliefs, and lifestyle practices have inevitably led to conflict; some of that conflict having risen to the level of bloodshed, rioting, even civil
war. Nevertheless, in spite of these painful realities in trying to forge a better way and to form a greater union, we
have always managed to land on our feet in a manner of speaking, and to go on…… together.
Granted I’ve only been around for a little over sixty years of this history. So what do I know? But I’m sensing
some fundamental changes in this great nation of ours. And these changes are not for the better. Conflict – which
is both inevitable and necessary in leading to constructive and positive change – appears in this era to be descending into out-and-out incivility. The hateful rhetoric we’re hearing for example in our current election cycle is unprecedented. Peaceful co-existence – which is the mark of a diverse people’s adaptability, maturity and growth –
seems to be giving way to widening cultural, political, racial and religious chasms – which, if taken to their logical
conclusion, can only end in one side trying to exterminate and destroy the other. Voices and positions of moderation are being drowned out by voices and positions of extremism. They’re all over news TV, radio, Twitter, and Facebook. Instead of a strong center which once kept such extreme views in some degree of balance, incivility and its hateful rhetoric, widening cultural, ethnic, and religious divisions and calls to destroy ‘the
other,’ and our new technologies which enable the spread and propagation of every sick philosophy, theology, and
worldview are literally tearing our nation apart, like fabric pulled beyond its elastic limit to the point of failure. In
every direction we turn, and into every face we look, there lies suspicion and questioning of intent and motive. Is
he or she one of us, or one of them? The upshot of all this is that many if not most Americans are feeling the tension; living in fear, cynicism, distrust, and doubt about the possibility of a happy outcome and a bright future. All
this flies in the very face of a great nation built and standing upon the highest ideals of the human spirit.
Does God’s word have anything to say about such things, to America, in 2016? Let’s take a look at one particular gospel passage. In Luke chapter 11, Jesus has been talking to His disciples about prayer, even giving them a
template which has come to be known as the Lord’s Prayer. Then at verse 14, there is a sudden shift in scene, audience, and subject matter. And it all starts with Jesus trying to do something good.
(Read Luke 11:14-23)
We don’t know exactly where this healing of a demon-possessed person took place. Clearly it was in a public
venue as the crowds that witnessed it are described by Luke as “amazed.” I would like to think that this amazement was something of joyful wonder Yet there were those among the crowd who had their doubts about the
source and legitimacy of this healing. So they began, not to question Jesus, but to outright accuse Him with what
could fairly be described as hateful rhetoric: “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of demons.” They were saying in effect that His was the work of the devil. We have to wonder: why would they draw
such a conclusion? Here was a person released of an affliction; given voice after having been silenced. How could
that be seen as an evil or devilish thing? Was their hatred for Jesus such that no matter what He did, they would
find wrong in it? Still others needed further affirmation as to the source of this healing, demanding from Jesus
some other sign; lights in the sky? A voice from heaven? Proof of origin of birth? Did they even know what they
wanted?
Have you ever noticed that the voice of reason goes unheard and unheeded when people are in a mindset characterized by anger, fear, cynicism, distrust, always doubting that something good can happen? Nevertheless, Jesus
attempts to reason with them. He begins with logic. “If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his
kingdom stand.” Why would Satan work against himself, striking a person mute, then curing him? In the words
of Pete Hogwallop from O Brother Where Art Thou: “That don’t make no sense!”Second, Jesus offers up a comparison that should make sense to those who themselves practiced exorcism of evil spirits in the name of God.

“Now if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out?” Are we not on
the same side here? Judge for yourselves. Finally, Jesus issues a challenge which might put it all in perspective. “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come
to you.” Yes, Jesus concedes. Satan is strong, but is now being overthrown by a superior power. But His opponents could see neither evidence of God’s Kingdom, nor evidence that it was God’s power at work through Jesus.
Finally, almost as an expression of throwing ones hands up in frustration, Jesus concludes that the Holy Spirit of
God which heals and restores cannot walk together with any spirit which hurts, maims, and alienates. He puts it
this way: “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” This not only concludes Jesus’ line of reasoning, but calls for a decision to discern spirits to see whether
they are of God.
Let’s now back up to what Jesus identifies as the root of the problem here; why His opponents accused Him
of being in league with the devil; why His opponents so distrusted the source and legitimacy of His healing power.
Knowing what they were thinking – and discerning what was in their hearts -- Jesus boiled it down to
this: “Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert, and house falls on house.” While the
historical context of this statement was the absurdity of thinking that Satan would act contrary to himself, there is
a broader teaching here about internal division, and the consequences of such division. Both Mark and Matthew
record Jesus responding in like manner to those who were accusing Him of serving devilish purposes. In Mark 3,
Jesus stated: “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.” In Matthew 12, Jesus also said, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand.”
I believe what Jesus is providing in these passages is both a specific response to the accusations of His opponents, and a general word of wisdom which reaches far beyond the 1 st century historical context, and right into
our own 21st century reality. And that is simply that a house divided – any house divided – will sooner or later fall.
For example, any relationship where there is division between parties is bound to unravel. Any family– biological
or otherwise – where members are pitted one against another is likely to split. Any team which is characterized by
division between players and coaches and between players and players is sure to be a losing team.
Any church where there are deep chasms between and among leaders and between and among members is at
high risk of schism. And for the purposes of this morning’s message, any nation where there are widening political, cultural, racial and religious divides is ultimately laid waste by forces both internal and external.
My grave concern and real fear is that is precisely where we are in America in 2016. And I believe the present election cycle is not causal, but rather symptomatic of what’s been going on in this nation of ours for a long
time. We are no longer a people standing together upon those highest ideals of the human spirit. Rather we are
people split over every matter of politic and personality; over every matter of faith and belief; over every matter of
lifestyle and conduct. And every day, the divisions widen, and the hatred grows. To make matters worse, we have
been and continue to call forth leadership which seems to have no sense of resolving conflict and reaching compromise, but instead are seeking to protect self-interest at the expense of everyone else’s. Rather than civil discourse and reasoned debate, there are accusatory murmurings and outright personal attacks. Sadly, the population takes its cues from its leadership, so such incivility and mean-spiritedness trickles down into every segment
of the population. The repercussion of all this is that America seems to be unraveling on every level. And those
who are opponents and enemies of the highest ideals of the human spirit which have stood at the heart of America
have now gained the upper hand. Jesus brings a word two centuries forward about our present reality when He
says: “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his property is safe. But when one
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted
and divides the plunder.” We as a nation were once that strong man, fully armed with those ideals of liberty,
equality, justice, opportunity, compassion, pursuit of righteousness, wisdom and truth; guarding ourselves
through the armor of unity and oneness of purpose. But in the growing divisiveness which has come to characterize America, we have laid down our armor, and given opportunity to those who plunder and destroy. And they
are.
My fear is that if we don’t somehow turn this around, much darker days lie ahead for us; for our children;
for our grandchildren. I don’t know if we’ve already passed the point of no return. I pray not. But our prayer as a
church, together, must be that we as a nation would humble ourselves and seek the Almighty in helping us heal
our divisions and our brokenness; that we would come to our senses and galvanize ourselves around those highest
ideals of the human spirit, and to bring to leadership those who would gather us and unite us rather than divide
us. Like you, I wonder if such leadership is out there somewhere. I pray and trust it is. I’ll just close with these final words of Jesus in this morning’s text; a word of wisdom which is as timeless as wisdom itself:“Whoever is
not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” We’ve been scattered long
enough. It’s high time for us to all get on the same side before we figuratively become a desert, and house falls
upon house. Amen.

Birthdays
Lynn Heiser --------- 1
Lois Werner ---------5
Becky Raisner-------- 7
Nancy Putt ---------- 8
Ethan Craddock ---- 9
Karen Houchins ---- 9
Richard Slabaugh -- 9
Piper Werner ------- 9
Linda Contrael ------ 11
Camille Leslie ------- 11
Olivia Aguon ------- 12
Will Beltz ----------- 12
Heather Vignos --- 13
Jennifer Watson --- 13
Char Bickel --------- 15
Donna Burau ------ 16
Kelly Hamilton ---- 18
Lian Sidharta ------ 18
Nancy Aguon------- 19
Gary Miller --------- 19
Hollie Beltz -------- 20
Quincy Davis ------- 21
Sue Kelewae ------- 21
Janice Swan ------- 21
Scott McCamish --- 22
Lisa Smitherman - 26
Jan Cotterman ---- 28
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Pfeiffer

Stewardship of
Attendance
July 3 ----- 153
July 10 ---- 160
July 17 ---- 165
July 24 ---- 170
July 31 ---- 180
Average 166

Marie Buckey ------------------------ Caldwell
Chuck Cochran --------------------- Rose Lane
Earl Coen ------------------------------Regency
Mickey Coen ------------------ Hanover House
Margaret Fetzer ----------- Altercare Navarre
Lois Freytag ---------Inn at University Village
Dick Frieg -------------------------------- Home
Sally Frieg ----------------- Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes --------- Inn at Belden Village
Orson Rice ---------------------- Brewster Park
Hank and Genie Ross ------------------- Home
Annitta Schrickel ------------- Tuttle Crossing
Hermine Schwendiman - Amherst Meadows
De Sibert ------------------ Amherst Meadows
Walker Smith ----------- Inn at Belden Village
Happy Snively --------------------------- Home
Helen Swann-------------- Amherst Meadows

August 7 - - - -164
August 14 - - - 137
August 21 - - -188
Average - 163

Hospitalized In July and
August
Don McDonald
Becky Raisner
Velda Snyder
Janet Starrett

Nancy Putt
Cathy Zagray
Tom Sibert

Anniversaries
David and Linda Rankl --------- 7
Lynn and David Heiser --------- 8
Bud and Alice Shaffer --------- 13
Scott and Heather Vignos ---- 19
Gail and Kenneth Billman ---- 29

Liturgists
Charla Paulus ------- 4
John Beltz ----------- 11
Rosie Sikorsky ----- 18
Barbara Cornell---- 25

Greeters
Stew & Sue Fryer ---------------- 4
Rich Long & Kelly Fogle ------- 11
Nonie Sibert & Linda Rankl ---18
Dale & Debbie Smith---------- 25

Financial Snapshot
as of July 31, 2016
as of July 31, 2015
YTD Receipts ------------ $188,486.31 -------------- $180,330.57
YTD Disbursements -----$191,309.82 -------------- $182,871.08
YTD Surfeit (Deficit) ----- ($2,823.51) --------------- ($2,540.51)
Operating Fund Balance -- $6,645.43 ---------------- $6,916.49
Thank you for your faithful giving!

A Little Funny

Hope Rebekah News

Cash Crew

Hope Rebekah Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
September 8, at the church. Our hostesses for this meeting
are Gail Kincaid, Marcia Indorf and Sue Wesley. Sandy
Dodgens will lead our devotions, and Sandy will also be leading the lesson which is Lesson No. 5 in the Bible Study Book.
The subject is “The Canaanite Woman” (Persevering in
Prayer), and the Scripture Passage is found in Matthew,
Chapter 15, Verses 21-28. It will be helpful if you read this
Passage and look at the questions and helps in the book.
Please don’t forget to bring food and paper items for the Food
Pantry! All women of Central Presbyterian Church are invited
to attend these meeting. Come! Enjoy good food, wonderful
fellowship and an opportunity to grow in your Faith!

Liz Sibert continues her schedule on September 13th and completes it on October 4. Please
report to the office after worship on your
scheduled Sundays. If you have any conflicts
please contact Bob Dawson.

Holding You in Prayer
Our congregation extends our condolences to those who have recently lost loved ones.
To Donna Donovan, family and friends of Richard E. Donovan who was welcomed into the Kingdom on
July 2 after a period of declining health. “Dick” was 85 years of age. Services were conducted at Paquelet Funeral Home on July 6 with Father Ed Gretchko and Pastor Larry officiating
To Herm McClurg, family and friends of Marjorie G. Roderick Fox-McClurg who entered eternal glory
on July 17 at the age of 93. Services were provided at Atkinson-Feucht-Hare Funeral Home July 21 with Pastor Larry officiating. Interment followed at Union Lawn Cemetery in Navarre.
To Joyce Dowd, family and friends of Judge David D. Dowd who was received into the arms of Christ on
August 4 after a brief illness. David was 87 years old. Services were conducted at Central on August 20 with
Pastor Larry officiating. Inurnment was conducted at Mound Hill Cemetery in Seville.
To Linda Contrael, family and friends of Linda’s mother Irene Chupp-Troyer who was released into Kingdom glory August 10 at the age 92. Services were provided for Irene at Smithville Mennonite on August 13.
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.”
Psalm 90:1-2

Vineyard IV Opening
We continue to offer study and learning opportunities through
our new Vineyard small group program, and are excited to
announce the opening of Vineyard IV. Beginning on Sunday,
October 23, at 6 p.m. Pastor Larry will be leading a book and
video study on The Red Letters, “a global movement of
Christians who are taking the actions of Jesus and his words
– the ‘red letters’ in some versions of the Bible – seriously.”
The book which we will be studying is Red Letter Revolution,
co-authored by Tony Campolo and Shane Claiborne. Some of
the Red Letter conversations we’ll be considering will be about
materialism, compassion, politics, spirituality, and joy. The
Vineyard will continue for six Sundays, closing on November
27. If you’re interested in joining this study, please contact
Pastor Larry or the church office at your earliest convenience
so we can order enough materials.

Sunday October 16th
3:00 p.m.

Join Doug and Leigh as they host a wonderful afternoon of music including:
 Central’s Chancel Choir
 The Northwest High School Varsity Choir
 Selections on the new Steinway by Chopin
 A Sonata by Guilmant played on the organ
 A piano/organ duet
 And much more!!!!!!

Peacemaking Offering
Sunday, October 2, 2015
The Peacemaking Offering is one of four annual special offerings designated by the Presbyterian Church
USA’s General Assembly. This Offering was created 35 years ago to support the efforts of the Presbyterian
Church to live out a deeper commitment to peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God.
This year’s Offering will be received on Sunday, October 2th, which is World Communion Sunday. Last year
over two million dollars was received for this most worthy cause.
The God who grants peace and wholeness calls Christians to understand and address the root causes of violence and injustice, so that we may share in mending the brokenness that exists in our increasingly violent
and fragmented world.
Please give generously to this Offering and remember; “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.” As people of God, as Presbyterians, we are called to be peacemakers.
25% of this year’s Offering will be retained by Central Presbyterian to support our own ministries and the
community. Thank you.
Outreach Ministry

Directed by the Deacons

Movie Matinee
Sunday
September 11th @ 1:00

THE
SANDLOT
Lion’s
Lincoln
Theater

Outreach Ministry Highlights
Life Touch Pictorial Church Directory
Central Presbyterian Church will be creating a new pictorial Directory with photographs being taken Wednesday October 5 through Saturday October 8 th. Posters are throughout the church for information about times
for the photographs to be taken. You will be receiving a phone call telling you about the directory and then a
reminder to sign up for your photograph sessions. But you realize…..

“Oh No, I am not going to be in town during the photography session time”
No Worry, Life Touch is taking pictures at at least one other church in Massillon and with information that we
can give you, you can make arrangement to have your picture taken at another church and at a time that may
be convenient for you. We have all the information that you will need to schedule to have your picture taken
at another church.
Ask at the Sign up table in the narthex or see Nancy McEwen for a post card of the information.

Can You help with the Pictorial directory for a 3-4 hour session during
the photo sessions from October 5 to 8?
I am looking for 6-8 individuals to serve as host/hostess during the photography session in October. These
individuals will be assigned a time slot during the days of October 5th to October 8th when the photos are being
taken. They will greet families and individuals coming for their photo sessions, assist the family and individual sign in at their assigned photo time and assist with completion of paperwork prior to their photographs
being taken. You will receive training on your duties. If you are interested in being a church host, please talk
to Nancy McEwen .

Quarter Auction will be returning on

Sunday September 25
sponsored by Deacons and Northwest Lions club.
There will be:
 A 50/50 drawing,
 A raffle for a week at the Grande Villa Resorts, 1 bedroom (sleeps 4) in
Orlando, Florida from October 30 to Nov 6
 Lots of auction items will be available to bid On
 Vendors to visit and purchase items from
 Refreshments will be served by the Deacons board from 1 to 4:00pm
 Doors will open at 1pm with Auction starting at 1:30 to approximately
4:00 pm.

Back To School
Outreach Ministry would like to thank everyone who donated items for Salvation Army Back to
School program. Our congregation collected 23 backpacks, 8 large bags of note paper and note
books, 10 bags of miscellaneous school items from pencils, glue, pens, rulers, crayons and scissors. A
BIG THANKS to all who brought in school items to support the children of our community as they
return to school next week.

Report from June Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on June 23, 2016 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating. Elders in attendance were Liz Sibert, John Beltz, Herb Shreiner, Cheryl Anderson, Byron Lash, Bob Porter, Rich Wilder,
Don McDonald, Nancy McEwen, Charla Paulus, Gary Werner, Bill Patt, Dana Vargo, Roger Sibert, and Deacon Representative Martha McDonald. Elder Anderson offered a devotion followed by review of the church
family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Approved minutes of the May 19, 2016 regular and May 22, 2016 special meetings of Session.
 Approved request for transfer of membership for Rachel (King) Miller to 1 st United Methodist Church of
Lancaster, Ohio.
 Approved request from Ralph Crites to remove his name from the membership rolls due to relocation.
 Approved request from the Western Stark County Service Board to hold meetings at Central on January 16
and February 20, 2017.
 Approved vacation requests of Rev. Lalama for August 8-14, October 3-9, and December 25-January 1,
2017.
 Approved Rev. John Sittema to fill the pulpit on Sunday, August 14.
 Approved request for the wedding of Mark Fryer and Siamone Lopez on Sunday, September 4, 2016.
 Approved Sunday, July 31 for service of ordination/installation of officers.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the May Session meeting. He reported 5
hospital visitations, 3 nursing home visitations, and 4 home visitations. He officiated 3 baptisms, conducted 1
pre-marital counseling session, attended 3 church committee meetings, and led 3 Sunday worship services.
Other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ 5,964.52 as of May
31, 2016.
 General discussions regarding refurbishing of the hand bells, purchase of the new piano, election of new
officers, PALS summer program, PALS room ceiling replacement, new church directory, Impact Massillon
project, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on June 5, 2016 to 158 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Leadership News
Session has organized for the 2016/2017 program year, and announces these ministry assignments for our
Ruling Elders:
Bob Porter-Human Resources
Camille Leslie–Faith & Nurture
Rich Wilder-Faith & Nurture
Nancy McEwen–Outreach
Char Bickel-Faith & Nurture

Cheryl Anderson-Faith & Nurture
Roger Sibert-Clerk of Session
Don McDonald-Trustees
Debbie Feichter-Outreach
Chris Evans-Nominating/Outreach

Bill Patt-Outreach
Dana Vargo–Trustees
Carl Wise–Trustees
Herb Shreiner -Trustees
Gary Werner–Trustees

Should you have any questions regarding any particular Ministry’s work, the Ruling Elders who serve in those
areas would be most happy to speak with you. Broadly, the work of the Ministry teams is as follows: Faith and
Nurture oversees the areas of Christian Education and Music and Worship; Trustees oversee the areas of
building and grounds, finance and endowments, and stewardship; Human Resources oversees the areas of
staff and volunteer personnel, policies and procedures; Outreach oversees local, national, global mission and
outreach, fellowship, evangelism, and PALS; Nominating Committee selects and presents nominees for Ruling Elder, Deacon, and Nominating Committee at-large members for congregational vote; Clerk of Session
serves as recording secretary for all meetings of Session and congregation, maintains all membership and statistical reports of the congregation.

Report from August Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on August 18, 2016 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating. Elders in
attendance were Nancy McEwen, Bob Porter, Gary Werner, Cheryl Anderson, Dana Vargo, Herb Shreiner, Bill
Patt, Don McDonald, Carl Wise, Debbie Feichter, Chris Evans, Char Bickel, Camille Leslie, and Deacon Representative Kelly Fogle. Elder McDonald offered a devotion followed by review of the church family prayer list
and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
 Appointed Nancy McEwen as Clerk pro tem for this meeting.
 Approved minutes of the June 23, 2016 regular meeting of Session.
 Approved request from Dan Fleischaker for Cub Scout pack to use fellowship hall and dining area on November 12 and December 28.
 Approved request from Rev. David Kearns-Preston that upon his passing, Central Presbyterian will serve
as location for his memorial service.
 Approved motion to remove Marjorie McClurg from church rolls due to death.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the June Session meeting. He reported
10 hospital visitations, 9 nursing home visitations, and 3 home visitations. He officiated 1 baptism and 2 funerals, conducted 1 pre-membership and 1 pre-marital counseling session, attended1 church committee meeting, and led 7 Sunday worship service. Several other activities were noted.
From the Ministries
 Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ 6,645.43 as of July
31, 2016.
 General Discussions regarding Dowd memorial service, Elder call list, office lobby redecoration, ceiling
and lighting in PALS room and in Classroom 201, heating and cooling for 2 nd floor PALS playroom, children’s Christmas pageant, Christmas Candle Walk, 2015 Financial Review, new church pictorial directory,
and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
 Holy Communion served on July 3, 2016 and August 7, 2016 to 149 and 148 communicants
 respectively.
 Death of Marjorie McClurg (7/17/16)
Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk pro tem

Team Vision 21.1 Forming
By assent of Session, members have been appointed to the newly-forming Team Vision 21.1. The role of
this team–the specifics of which are still being developed–will broadly be to lead our congregation in a process of short/mid-term planning leading to capital improvements in these three areas: renovation of sanctuary
flooring and seating; improvements to the narthex and entry areas to the sanctuary; replacement of the
roof. As the team gets its work underway, you will be provided more information about the specifics of this
exciting project, and how you can be a part. Those appointed to Team Vision are John Beltz, Leigh Conti,
Chris Craddock, Debbie Feichter, Byron Lash, Dave Rankl, Liz Sibert, Roger Sibert, Dale
Smith, Pamela Werner, and Carl Wise. Please be in prayer for Team Vision 21.1.

Adult Sunday School
Lead by Roger Sibert
Begins Sunday, September 11th @ 9:00a.m.
This Fall’s Study:“Moving Mountains” by John Eldredge
We Welcome New Students!!!!!
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