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PASTOR’S NOTES
As I look about the church and see all the improvements which have been made to our
physical plant over this past year, I can’t help but be awestruck. From the Vision 21.1
roof replacement and sanctuary restoration project, to the renovations of Bickel Hall,
the nursery, and the ASPIRE Room (formerly PALS), our resources have been well-used
to help create safe, functional, and attractive spaces for our various ministries and activities.
It makes one proud to be a Central Presbyterian!
The most important resource which has been applied to ALL this work is what I call “people
power.” Were it not for many willing hands and hearts -- motivated by love of God and a desire
to serve in Christ’s name, guided by the Holy Spirit and a vision for what Central Presbyterian
can become – such efforts would bear little fruit. As YOU look about the church and see all
those improvements – the fruit of much labor -- you too will be awestruck. Together, we
give thanks; first and foremost to Almighty God for abundant blessings; then to those many
who provided the people power to carry out God’s call to worshipful work.
Team Vision 21.1: Byron Lash, Dale Smith, John Beltz, Leigh Conti, Chris Craddock, Debbie
Feichter, David Rankl, Liz Sibert, Roger Sibert, Pamela Werner, Carl Wise.
Vision 21.1 Consultants: Sue Kelewae, Leslie Picot, Rich Wilder
Vision 21.1 Support: The Trustees Ministry
Nursery/ASPIRE Room Renovation Team: Char Bickel, Sue Kelewae, Leslie Picot
Provision and Prayer Partners: The Entire Congregation

Report from the June Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on June 28, 2018 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Dana Vargo, Rich Wilder, Herb Shreiner, Byron Lash, Chris
Evans, Don McDonald, Carl Wise, Char Bickel, Nancy McEwen, and Clerk of Session Roger Sibert.
Elder Shreiner offered devotions followed by review of the church family prayer list and opening
prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved minutes from the May 18, 2018 regular and May 20, 2018 special meetings of
Session.
* Approved request by the Genealogy Library Association to use Bickel Hall/Memorial Room for
a meeting December 2, 2018.
* Upon motion, reelected Roger Sibert to serve as Clerk of Session for 2018/2019 program year.
* Approved Rev. Matt Skolnik, General Presbyter of Muskingum Valley Presbytery, to preach on
Sunday, July 22, 2018.
Order of the Day I
Presentation by Sarah Biltz, District Director of the Boy Scouts of America, along with discussion
of Central Presbyterian sponsoring and hosting a scouting unit. Issue taken under advisement.
Order of the Day II
Examination of Scott Goldy for church membership. Motion approved to receive Scott by
Letter of Transfer from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Rockford, Illinois.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the May Session meeting.
He reported 8 hospital visitations, 4 nursing home visitations, and 4 home visitations. He attended
3 church committee meetings, and led 5 Sunday worship services. Several other
activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries
* Approved collecting a purse from the congregation for Shannon Baker upon her departure.
* Approved Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $1,398.54 as
of May 31, 2018.
* Approved motion to ordain/install officers during worship on Sunday, July 22, 2018.
* General discussion regarding recent Kid Konnection summer program, reception for Shannon
Baker, search for staff Christian Education leadership, new ceiling in Bickel Hall, staff training
on fire extinguisher use, CPR, and AED use, golf outing, work of Vision 21.l, and activities of
Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on June 3, 2018 to 142 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Roger Sibert, Clerk of Session

Report from the August Session Meeting
The regular meeting of Session was held on August 16, 2018 with Rev. Larry Lalama moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Nancy McEwen, Dana Vargo, Char Bickel, Ann Butler, Fred Butler,
Byron Lash, Dale Smith, Kenn Kanipe, and Carrie Paisley. Also in attendance was Deacon
Representative Sue Wesley. Elder Bickel offered devotions followed by review of the church
family prayer list and opening prayer by Rev. Lalama.
General Business
* Approved appointment of Nancy McEwen to serve as Clerk pro tem.
* Approved request from Scott and Heather Vignos for use of Bickel Hall and kitchen for soccer
team pancake breakfast either October 6 or 20, 2018, TBD.
Report of the Pastor
Pastor Lalama submitted a written report recapping his activity since the June Session meeting.
He reported 5 hospital visitations, 7 nursing home visitations, and 1 home visitation. He
officiated 1 funeral, attended 6 church committee meetings, and led 5 Sunday worship services.
Several other activities were noted.
Reports of the Ministries
* Approved the Report of the Treasurer which showed an Operating Fund Balance of $ -254.44
as of July 31, 2018.
* Approved draft of description position for part-time Youth Christian Education Leader.
* Approved motion to hire Nancy Aguon as part-time Youth Christian Education Leader, effective
August 20, 2018 at an annual salary of $11,700.
* Approved draft of previously submitted Emergency Response Plan.
* General discussion regarding design guidelines for outdoor renovations from the Massillon
Historic Preservation Commission, review and evaluation of church custodian, additional
outlets for ASPIRE space, improvements in former PALS space and nursery, financial impact of
worship at the Lincoln Theater, golf outing, work of Vision 21.1, and activities of Deacons.
Report of the Clerk
* Holy Communion served on July 3, 2018 to approximately 110 communicants.
Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk pro tem

Financial Snapshot
as of July 31, 2018
as of July 31,2017
YTD Receipts……………………………………… $ 187,086.01…………………….$ 186,723.95
YTD Disbursements………………………........$ 190,537.18……………………. $ 194,753.39
YTD Deficit……………………………………….…$ 3,451.17……………………..$ 8,029.44
Operating Fund Balance……………………….$ - 254.44……………………..$ 1,560.53
Vision 21.1………………………………………….. $ - 41,085.23

While we are showing a moderate deficit in our overall receipts versus
disbursements, we have during these summer months experienced a significant shortfall in giving against commitments. Please bring your
pledges up-to-date at your earliest convenience. Beginning with this
month’s Communicator, we will keep the congregation apprised of the
balance in our Vision 21.1 Fund.
At this point, we are facing a shortfall in pledges/giving of approximately $100,000. We are trusting that we will cover this balance with
additional pledges and giving over the next two years. If you have any
questions on your pledge status, or would like to help reduce this debt
load which is currently borrowed against our own funds with New Covenant, please contact Treasurer David Rankl.
As always, thank and bless you for your generous support.

Stewardship of Attendance

Hospitalized in July/August

July 1—133

August 5—114

Jeff Busby

Dot Homman

July 8—133

August 12—120

Jacquie Ferrel

Karen King

July 15—144

August 19—131

July 22—139

August 26 –132

July 29—130

Average:

131

Doris Oberlin

Birthdays in September
Lynn Heiser ----------- 1
Lois Werner ----------- 5
Nancy Putt------------- 8
Ethan Craddock ------ 9
Karen Houchins------- 9
Richard Slabaugh ----- 9
Piper Werner ---------- 9
Linda Contrael ------- 11
Doug Beery ----------- 12
Olivia Aguon --------- 12
Will Beltz ------------- 12
Heather Vignos ------ 13
Jennifer Watson ----- 13
Char Bickel ----------- 15
Donna Burau -------- 16
Kelly Hamilton ------ 18
Lian Sidharta -------- 18
Nancy Aguon --------- 19
Gary Miller ----------- 19
Hollie Beltz --------- 20
Quincy Davis --------- 21
Sue Kelewae --------- 21
Janice Swan --------- 21
Scott McCamish------22
Lisa Smitherman ----26
Jan Cotterman ———-28

Anniversaries in September
David and Linda Rankl -------- 7
Lynn and David Heiser -------- 8
Bud and Alice Shaffer -------- 13
Scott and Heather Vignos --- 19
Gail and Kenneth Billman---- 29
Cash Crew in September
Liz Sibert—September 9 –30th

Please Pray For:
Marie Buckey —————————-Caldwell
Earl Coen ————————————Regency
Olive Diana————————————-Home
Patty Daughenbaugh ———--The Landing
Joyce Dowd————-Inn at Belden Village
Sally Frieg——————-Amherst Meadows
Barbara Mertes——- Inn at Belden Village
Genie Ross————————————-Home
Annitta Schrickel—————Tuttle Crossing
Happy Snively———————-The Danbury
Velda Snyder———————————-Home
Barbara
Greeters in September
Linda & Dave Pfeiffer—September 2
Karen Norris/Nancy Aguon—September 9
Bea King/Betty Fleming—September 16
Judy Midway/Rosie Sikorsky —September 23
Stew & Susanne Fryer—September 30

Card Ministry
Melissa Price

Liturgists in September
Carrie Paisley—September 2
John Beltz—September 9
Rosie Sikorsky—September 16
Barb Cornell—September 23
Vale Lalama—September 30

Growth Opportunities
Adult Sunday School
We will be studying The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis. Class will
begin on September 9th, meeting in the Westminster room at 9:00
am. Here is information about the book:
In The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis, one of the most renowned
Christian authors and thinkers, examines a universally applicable question within the human condition: “If God is good and all
-powerful, why does he allow his creatures to suffer pain?” With
his signature wealth of compassion and insight, C.S. Lewis offers answers to these crucial questions and shares his hope
and wisdom to help heal a world hungering for a true under-

Men’s Group
The CPC Men’s Group will be studying Life Without Lack: Living in
the Fullness of Psalm 23 by Dallas Willard. The Fall will begin with a
cookout at Charlie Cooper’s home on Monday, September 10th at 6:00
pm, then our meetings will begin on Monday, September 17th at 7:00 pm
in the Westminster room. Here is some info about the book:
Learn the secret of living with contentment, peace, and security.
Pause for a moment and ask yourself what your life would be like if
it were completely without fear? If you did not fear death. If you did
not fear life and what it might bring. If you did not fear any man, or
woman, or any living creature. Would you live differently?
In this unique work of never-before-published teaching, Dallas
Willard revolutionizes our understanding of Psalm 23 by taking this comfortably familiar
passage and revealing its extraordinary promises: “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want.... I will fear no evil.” The psalmist claims to live without any need and without any
fear. How is that possible?
Written with Willard’s characteristic gentle wisdom, Life Without Lack reveals the secret to
enjoying God’s presence and becoming utterly caught up in his abundant generosity. The
more we practice living in his presence, the more we experience the peace and freedom
from worry that is promised in the psalm. Based on a series of talks by the late author and
edited by his friend Larry Burtoft and by his daughter, Rebecca Willard Heatley, Life Without Lack will forever change the way you understand and apply the most well-known passage in all of Scripture.

VINEYARD IV—2018
Vineyard IV for 2018 will be opening on Sunday,
October 7 with a book/video study entitled: Half
Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves,
and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say. Pastor
Larry will lead this study developed and presented
by Adam Hamilton, Senior Pastor of the United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Kansas
City, cited as the most influential mainline church
in America. The course is described this way:
“Explore popular sayings that miss the point.
They are simple phrases, such as ‘Everything happens for a reason” and “God said it, I believe it,
that settles it” that sound Christian, like something you may find in the Bible, and capture some
element of truth. Yet they miss the point in important ways. Join Adam Hamilton in his search for
the whole truth by comparing some common
Christian sayings with the wisdom found in Scripture. The group will meet in the Memorial Room
on October 7, 14, 21, November 4 and 11 at 6
o’clock. Each session will last approximately one
hour. Please contact Pastor Larry or the church
office NO LATER than September 23 so we can
get enough books ordered. Plan to be a part of
this thought-provoking Vineyard.

NEWEST STAFF MEMBER
We are pleased to announce that by action of Session at its regular meeting on August 16, upon recommendation of the Human Resources Ministry,
Nancy Aguon has been hired as Youth Christian Education Leader. She began her training with Shannon
Baker on August 21, and will assume her full duties
on September 4. Nancy will have oversight of all
church youth programming
from
pre-school
through high school. Let Nancy know how you would
like to help with the Christian education and nurture of our children

Vineyard News
The Couples Summer Vineyard book study of “I’d Like You More If You Were More
Like Me” by John Ortberg concluded on August 13th. It was a wonderful time with
great discussion, laughter, and learning about how to create deep meaningful relationships with one another and most importantly with God. The dedicated couples that
participated in the group which met at the Sibert’s home were: John and Stephanie
Beltz, Fred and Ann Butler, Chris and Cathy Evans, Stew and Sue Fryer, Bob and
Karen Houchins, Bob and Becki Oberlin, Bob and Tammy Pribanic, Denny and
Allison Printz, Kevin and Jane Quinn.
We want to thank all the participants for their time and commitment to this fellowship
and to their growth as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Liz and Roger

NEED A LUNCH
There was a good crowd for the July Need A Lunch. We served about
80 people barbecued pork, baked beans with hot dogs, coleslaw, and ice
cream. All enjoyed the food and time of fellowship with one another.
I
THANK YOU
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the congregation, the
Lunch Bunch, Debbie Feichter, and Pastor Larry for the prayers during
my recent surgery. This is a wonderful family to be part of. Thank you.

Thomas Benko.

From the desk of Byron Lash and the renovation committee:

Doings
Upcoming Events - Watch for details in the coming weeks
Friday Night Dinner – September 28th before the Massillon Game.
Donations for College/Military boxes to be sent out in October.
Homemade soup for sale in October.
Pumpkin Rolls for sale in November.

CONGRATULATIONS MORGAN!
Morgan Bickel has been selected as the 2018 recipient of the McAllister Family Memorial
Scholarship. Morgan is a graduate of Massillon Washington High School where she was a
valedictorian. She will be attending Ohio University where she will major in biological studies.
Proud grandmother is Char Bickel, and great-grandparents Ken and Jean Brediger. The
McAllister Scholarship is a one-recipient, one-time annual award in memory of Clarence
McAllister, established in 2006 by Lois McAllister and Nan Ream.

Our church family sends its condolences to the Kathy Cochran, family and friends of Chuck
Cochran who was received into the arms of Christ on August 21 after a courageous battle with
Huntington’s Disease. He was 64 years of age. Chuck has been a member of CPC since June
2013. A memorial service will be held at a later date.
“When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’
‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’……… thanks be to God
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
- 1 Corinthians 15:54-55, 57

Outreach

Highlights

A big Thank you to all who donated to our Back to School program. We took a large tote of school
items to the Salvation Army. We had a good selection of items from notebooks, pencils, crayons, glue
sticks, and a backpack that was full of items. We received the following from the Salvation Army:
“We are writing to express our deepest thanks for the recent donation of school supplies and backpacks to The Salvation Army of Massillon from your church. Generous gifts from your congregation
and church help to provide the financial and moral support needed during this time to continue our
mission. Your support plays a key role in our success in providing supplies for children going back
to school.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING:
BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received during the Season of Peace, which begins September
2 through October 7, World Communion Sunday. However, you can help sustain the important PC
(USA) ministries and programs that are supported by this important Offering by giving of a gift
through the church to Peace & Global Witness Offering.
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize
up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace.
Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is
used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.
Central Presbyterian Church Outreach Ministry will be donating our 25% portion of the
offering to Domestic Violence program, specifically to the Massillon Domestic Violence
Shelter. Please give generously to this offering.

College and Military Boxes
Deacons will be assembling goodie boxes for our college students and members of the military. There
will be a collection box in the narthex ( or see any deacon). Boxes will be mailed out on October
22nd. Possible items to bring: cookies, rice krispie treats, chips, candy, popcorn, granola bars, to
name a few. Halloween goodies, post –it notes, note cards (stamps)...anything fun.
If you don’t bake or want to shop—cash donations can be made to any deacon or placed in the collection plate marked for boxes. Let’s show our students and military we are thinking of them!

Central Craft Club
September 17, 2018
You won’t want to miss the September Craft Club! Martha McDonald and her
friend Mary Jane will be coming to show us how to use a die cutting machine.
They have selected a tablet and a cassette holder for us to make and put together
several beautiful design ideas. Think gifts...Birthday, Christmas, stocking stuffers, etc. Check out the samples of what we will be doing each month in the
church Narthex.
Join us in Bickel Hall at 6:30 on September 20th for fun, fellowship, snacks and
bring a friend!

Women’s Fall Workshop
Women of all ages are invited to join the Wonderful Women of Central for our Fall
Women's Workshop which will take place on Saturday October 20th from 8:30am
until 3:30pm. We will gather together to study God's word, grow in our faith and fellowship with one another. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Registration will begin in September and the cost will be $10 per person. Please invite a friend to join you!
The workshop will be facilitated by Samantha (Sibert) Eubank. Sam is the daughter of
Roger and Liz Sibert and serves as the Community Engagement Director at Legacy
Church. She is currently enrolled at Mount Vernon Nazarene University and will
graduate this spring with her Master's in Ministry. Sam lives in Pickerington, Ohio
with her husband Alex and their three boys, and enjoys spending time with her family,
cooking, reading, writing and cheering for Cleveland sports teams.

FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATION
On September 30th

we will be celebrating Founder’s Day and honoring

our 50 plus year members. The Faith and Nurture committee is sponsoring the event which will be a covered dish dinner after worship . Please
mark your calendars to join us in fellowship. More details will follow
in the mini communicator in the weeks prior to that Sunday.
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