
The Problem of Pain - Chapter 3 
Divine Goodness  

 
Was it “good” for God to make a world that was destined to lead to human suffering? It all depends on 
your definition of what “good” is. 
 
In this chapter, Lewis takes a look at our understanding of what it means for God to be good. As 
believers, we believe in an all-loving God who is completely and divinely good. But what is divine 
goodness, and how is it different from human goodness?  
 
Lewis insists that although there might be some similarities, God’s goodness is vastly different from 
ours. It is better, higher, and greater and includes such things as discipline and suffering—traits that we 
might not associate with human goodness. But God’s goodness is also different from human goodness in 
that its purpose is always for our benefit.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Discussion Questions 
  
1. Lewis says that as we consider God’s goodness, we are immediately faced with two dilemmas. What is 
the first dilemma? Read Romans 8:28. If God’s goodness differs from ours, how might this verse help 
you cope with difficult life situations? (p. 28)  
  
2. What is the second dilemma when considering God’s goodness? In Mark 10:17–22, where does Jesus 
say goodness flows from? Why did the young ruler go away sad? How do you respond to someone who 
believes they will be in heaven because they have lived a good life? (pp. 28–29) 
  
3. These two dilemmas naturally lead us to question how we are to know what is good if God’s standard 
of goodness is so different than ours. Lewis said the only “escape from this dilemma” of God’s goodness 
is found by observing natural human relations. Describe Lewis’s point illustrated through his own 
experience. (pp. 29–30) 
  
4. Lewis argues that even though our conception of good and evil is different from God’s, the differences 
are a matter of degree, not substance. Using the illustration of a child learning to draw, how does our 
understanding of God’s view of goodness change as we mature in our faith? (p. 30) 
  
5. Do you think, as Lewis suggests, that what people really want is a benevolent grandfather in heaven 
who does not care what we do as long as we are happy and satisfied? Why or why not? How does our 
culture reinforce this concept? (p. 31)  
  
6. Compare and contrast love and kindness according to Lewis. (pp. 32–33) 
  
7. Lewis uses four analogies to explain God’s love for humanity. The first analogy that he illustrates is the 
way an artist feels about his artifact. Read Jeremiah 18:1–6 and 1 Peter 2:5. How does understanding 
that you are a “divine work of art” change how you view God and the role He plays in your life? What is 
the one limitation to this analogy? (pp. 34–35) 
  

You asked for a loving God; you have one. Not a senile benevolence, 
but a consuming, purifying fire. 



8. The second analogy, and perhaps a better one, is to understand God’s love for man is like that of the 
love of a man for a beast.  Why is this a better analogy than the previous one?  What is the limitation 
with this analogy? (pp. 35-36) 

 
9. When we wish that God would just leave us alone to our own impulses, what are really asking of Him? 
(p. 35) 

  
10. The third analogy of God’s love for man is that of a father’s love for his son. Lewis suggests that 
fatherhood in the days of Jesus was regarded much more importantly than fatherhood today. Look at 
the following statistics below regarding fatherhood in the United States. According to these statistics, 
why might some people have difficulty associating a loving father with God? 

• An estimated 24.7 million children (33%) live absent their biological father. Millions more have 
dads who are physically present but emotionally absent. Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current 
Population Survey. 2010 

• Of students in grades 1 through 12, thirty-nine percent (17.7 million) live in homes absent their 
biological fathers. Source: Nord, Christine Winquist, and Jerry West. Fathers’ and Mothers’ 
Involvement in their Children’s Schools by Family Type and Resident Status. 2001. 

• A total of 57.6% of black children, 31.2% of Hispanic children, and 20.7% of white children are 
living absent their biological fathers. Source: Family Structure and Children’s Living 
Arrangements 2012.  

• According to 72.2 % of the U.S. population, fatherlessness is the most significant family or social 
problem facing America. Source: National Center for Fathering, Fathering in America Poll, 
January 1999. 

  
11. The fourth and final analogy of God’s love for man is that of a man’s love for a woman. Lewis makes 
this illustration through the following verses: Jeremiah 2:2, Ezekiel 16:6–15, James 4:4–5, and Ephesians 
5:25–27. Compare God’s love for His church and a man’s love for his bride. (pp. 38–39) 
 
12. Lewis said that the problem with reconciling human suffering with the existence of a loving God is 
unsolvable as long as we attach a trivial meaning to the word _______________ and if we believe that 
we are _______________. (p. 40)  

 
13. God is in the process of refining us, which can be a painful process. The question is whether we trust 
Him in this endeavor. How do you feel about God refining you? Do you appreciate friends who confront 
you and hold you accountable for your behavior even if it jeopardizes your happiness, or would you 
rather have a friend who lets things go? (p. 42) 

  
14. If we were to attribute the various types of love described in this chapter to humans, it would be 
described as selfish and possessive because of our needy human nature. How does Lewis address the 
suggestion that God’s love for humans is selfish and possessive? (pp. 43–44)  

  
15. Read Acts 17:25. Does God need our love and praise? If God doesn’t need anything, then why does 
He command us to serve, worship, and give our money to Him? 

  
16. In the end, Lewis says that there are only three alternatives in this world in regards to goodness. 
What are they? 
 

 
 
 
 



CHAPTER 3 NOTES AND REFERENCES 
 

Thomas Traherne was an English poet, clergyman, theologian, and religious writer. Little is known about 
his life. (1636–1674) – Wikipedia 
 
The doctrine of total depravity is an acknowledgement that the Bible teaches that as a result of the Fall 
of man (Genesis 3:6), every part of man—his mind, will, emotions, and flesh—have been corrupted by 
sin. In other words, sin affects all areas of our being, including who we are and what we do. – Got 
Questions.org 
 
Coterminous – Having the same boundaries or extent in space, time, or meaning 
 
Sentient – Able to perceive or feel things 
 
Intolerable compliment – A polite expression of praise or admiration that is able to be endured 
 
Anthropomorphic – Having human characteristics 
 
Waif – A homeless and helpless person, especially a neglected or abandoned child 
 
Impassible – Incapable of experiencing emotion or pain; theologians have debated whether this is an 
attribute of God. 
 
Ephraim – The second of Joseph’s sons; when used in the Old Testament prophetic books, it refers to 
the last piece of the northern kingdom of Israel to be carried into Assyrian captivity. 
 
Insoluble – Impossible to solve 
 
King Cophetua –  A painting by Sir Edward Burne-Jones as well as a poem by Tennyson, based on the 
legend of an African king who had no interest in women until he saw a beggar maid, fell instantly in love 
with her, and made her his queen 
 
Egoistic – Excessive concern for oneself with or without exaggerated feelings of self-importance 
 
Altruistic – Unselfishly concerned for or devoted to the welfare of others 
 
Viola – Viola is the heroine and protagonist of the play Twelfth Night, written by William Shakespeare. 
 
Solecism – A grammatical mistake in speech or writing 
 
Erscheinung – Appearance 
 
Despot – A ruler or other person that holds absolute power, typically one who exercises it in a cruel or 
oppressive way 
 
Milton – John Milton wrote the epic poem, Paradise Lost. 
 
George McDonald – George MacDonald was a Scottish author, poet, and Christian minister. 
 


