
The Screwtape Letters 
Letter 31 – The Other Side 

 

Summary 
Wormwood has come begging his uncle for compassion after letting his patient escape safely into Heaven.  In this 

last letter, Screwtape is unsympathetic and furious with his nephew as he hates to see “human vermin” be 

cleansed by the blood of Christ.  In no uncertain terms, Screwtape assures Wormwood that he is the stronger of 

the two demons, and now that the patient has been lost to the Enemy, he promises Wormwood there will be hell 

to pay.  

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. What, ultimately, happens to the patient? (¶2 & 3) 

 

2. How would you describe the patient’s “sudden clearing of the eyes” as he saw Wormwood for the first 

time on the other side of death?  Have you ever experienced a “sudden clearing of the eyes” in some 

way?  What did you gain as a result of that experience? (¶2) 

 

3. The man dies a horrific death, but Screwtape seems to suggest that the man got off relatively easy.  How 

so? (¶3) 

  

4. What sort of sensory descriptions or insights did the man experience in the aftermath of dying? (¶5) 

 

5. Read the following verses: Job 19:25-27 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-57.  What do these verses say about our 

experience with death? 

 

6. Screwtape says to Wormwood, “As he saw you, he also saw Them.”  Who is the “Them” and how did the 

patient respond to them? (¶4)  

 

7. Who else did the man see upon death?  How was being in the presence of God different for both the man 

and Wormwood? (¶5) 

 

8. Since the beginning of the book, Screwtape has signed each of his letters as “Your affectionate uncle.”  

Why does he sign off his last letter with “Your increasingly and ravenously affectionate uncle”? (¶5) 

 

 

 

There was a sudden clearing of his eyes (was there not?) as he saw you for the 

first time, and recognized the part you had had in him and knew that you had it 

no longer. - Screwtape 


