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Communicator 

September 

2025 

“The Season of Surrender: Letting Go to Grow” 

Dear Central Church Members & Friends, 

As the summer winds down and September settles in, we notice a quiet shift in the air. The days 

grow shorter, the leaves begin to turn and fall, and the world seems to exhale after the flourish of 

summer.  Nature, reflecting the wisdom of the Creator, reminds us that letting go is not always 

loss.  Letting go can be preparation for renewal. 

In Romans 12:1–2, Paul urges us to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 

to God… Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”  

This transformation begins with surrender.  Just as the trees release their leaves to survive the 

winter and bloom again in the spring with new growth, we too are invited to examine our lives and 

release what hinders us in our walk with Christ. 

September is often a month of transition—students return to school, routines resume, and the pace 

of life shifts.  It’s a fitting time to ask: What is God inviting me to lay down?  Perhaps it’s a habit, a 

fear, a grudge, or even a good thing that’s become a distraction. Surrender isn’t always dramatic.  

Sometimes it’s quiet, daily, and deeply personal. 

In John 15:2 Jesus talks about pruning: “Every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit.”  Pruning is not punishment—it’s care.  It’s the gardener’s way of saying, “I see 

potential here”. 

This fall, I encourage you to reflect on what surrender might look like in your life.  Not as a burden, 

but as a sacred invitation. What new growth might God bring about in your life if you made space?   

Grace and peace, 

 

Roger   
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Session Report from August 

Summary of the August 2025 Meeting 

The regular meeting of Session was held on August 21, 2025, following worship, with Pastor Roger 
Sibert moderating.  Ruling Elders in attendance were Chris Evans, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Scott 
Vignos, JoAnn Mungo, Char Bickel, Nancy McEwen, Ken Kelewae, Kenn Kanipe, Christine Craddock, 
and Amy Mast.   Deacon Rep Pauline Lawrence, and guests: Logan Rankl and Jack Elliott  

Devotions were offered by Elder Nancy McEwen and Pastor Roger Sibert opened the meeting with 
prayer.      

General Business 

      Approved minutes of the regular Session meeting June 22, 2025, and special email request of 
June 25, 2025, for new members and July 15, 2025, for approval of vision statement and value 
statements.     

Motion for the Financial statement for July 31, 2025, to be filed for audit.   

Reports of Ministries and Deacons 

• Clarification about communion assignments:   The communion is set up by a small group, 
however it is the responsibility of the Elders and Deacons who are serving on a given Sunday to 
clean up and put all communion ware away after the service.  It is also the responsibility of each 
person assigned to find their own replacement if unable to serve on a scheduled Sunday and 
report this change to the church office.     

• The financial committee reported that giving remains strong and is above the budgeted amount 
to date.   

• Feast of the Faithfull will be held on November 16 following worship.   Pauline Lawrence and 
Jenn Shaw will be cooking.     

• Trustees continue to work through a check list of repairs.  Painting was completed in the choir 
room, and the front and back stairwells with repair of the walls. Special thanks to Ron Swartz and 
Leslie Picot for completing the painting.  Change in lighting in the choir room and new lights at 
the 2nd street entrance.  The second-floor roof leak has been repaired, and we will see if is 
complete depending on the next heavy rain with wind from the south.  There has been a leak 
developed on the north wall near the first stain glass window, and the caulking has been 
completed to prevent further leaking.  Additional repair of the inside wall needs to be 
completed.  Office thermostat was replaced which was under warranty.    

• Outreach will be cohosting the Winter wonderland event with Library on Saturday November 22 
12:30 to 4 PM prior to the Holiday Parade.  Church will host cookie decoration, singers’ 
presentation in the sanctuary, “Frozen theme” room in the West minister room, Christmas games 
and “The conductor from Polar Express”    

• Motion from The Outreach Committee to Session to authorize using up to $3000 of 
Memorial Funds for new furnishings for the Outreach Center. It is the understanding of the 
committee that several memorial gifts were made after the passing of Rev. Larry Lalama. 
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As The Outreach Center/Door Ministry was started out of his vision, we believe this would 
be an appropriate use of the funds.   Motion was seconded and following discussion 
motion was carried.   

• Motion from HR committee to Increase the Salary for Pastor Roger Sibert to the following: 
Salary-$23000.00, housing allowance- $10000.00, continued education of $1000 annual, 
travel reimbursement of $2500.  20 days of vacation annually and 10 days of Continued 
Education.  Effective following Sesson approval and Approval from Presbytery stated 
meeting on September 13, 2025. Salary change will occur during the first pay period of 
September 2025, Sept1-15,2025.  Motion was second and following discussion, motion 
was carried.   

• Faith and Nurture is offering a multi-generational class called “Central Church Chronicles”:  
Journal books have been ordered and will begin on September 21.  Lesson in a Bag is being 
presented for Sunday School which is for all ages includes a bible story, craft, an object related 
to the story. 

• Sending letters out to possible families with children in the age of confirmation class.  Identified 
possible 8 students and families and will see the response to the letter before planning of 
confirmation program.     

• The financial committee reported that giving remains strong and is above the budgeted amount 
to date.   

• PNC update: The church form has been completed and under review by the Session members 
and the PNC members for any corrections or changes.   

Report of the Pastor:  

June 2025  

• Led Worship and Preached 2 Sundays, Coordinated Pulpit Supply for July 27, Prepared 
Liturgy 5 Sundays  

• Attended 1 committee meeting, moderated 1 Session meeting, Moderated 
Congregational meeting, Commissioning service for PNC  

• Worked as Door Ministry Pastor 1 day  

• Moderated Reedurban Session meeting 

• Attended Freedom Wellness Center Open House (Elisa Hershey)  

• Vacation 

 July 2025  

• Led Worship and Preached 3 Sundays, Prepared Liturgy 4 Sundays, Arranged for Pulpit 
Supply for August 3 

• 1 Home visitation,1 Hospital visitation  

• Attended 1 committee meeting, Session vision meeting 

• Worked as Door Ministry Pastor 2 days 

• Ordination and Installation of officers 

• Vacation 

Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk of Session.  
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New with Door Ministry  

The Door Ministry has partnered with the Health Department to receive free Massillon Community 

Health Garden produce for our clients this summer. Volunteers pick, wash, clean, package the produce, 

and include preparation instructions and a recipe. On august 14, We distributed the following 

vegetables to our clients at the door ministry which included carrots, cucumbers, squash, zucchini, 

garlic, green beans and eggplant.   

Peace and Global Witness Offering:  September 7 – October 5, 2025  

 

 

Pursue what makes for peace. 
ROMANS 14:19 

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation. 
Whenever the church gathers for worship, we are assured of Christ’s peace. We celebrate that we are 
connected, we are loved and we are not alone. We worship together and are fed from Scripture and at 
Christ’s table of peace. The pursuit of peace in the name of Christ is part of an active, engaged faith — a 
witness to what it means for us to be the Church, together. QUICK FACTS Through participation in the 
Peace & Global Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community and 
our world. We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every time and place, and we celebrate 
the peace we find there and commit to building a more just and peaceful world. God is with us … and 
God in Christ is with us through the Sacrament of Communion, celebrated on World Communion 
Sunday. We are not alone. Peace begins with each of us. 

Please enjoy the devotional, “A Season of Peace” which is on the church website Massilloncpc.org 
under the “Activities and Events”, subtitle of “Current Activities”.   This is a daily devotional that will begin 
on September 7 and run through Sunday October 5, 2025.    
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Door Ministry September Schedule 

Date Time 
Name 1-Data 
Entry 

Name 2-Filing/ 
distribution 

Lunch prep /Fill-in for pastor 

Tue, Sept 2 9:30am-11:30am Liz Sibert 
Pauline 
Lawrence 

Lunches Sept. 2-4 * Liz Sibert 
  Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor 

Thur, Sept 4 9:30am-11:30am Betty Fleming 
Mary Sloan 
Jean Mummertz 

Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor 

Tue, Sept 9 9:30am-11:30am Stew Fryer 
Pauline 
Lawrence 

Lunches Sept. 9-11 * Char Bickel 
 Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor 

Thur, Sept 11 9:30am-11:30am Liz Sibert Marcia Indorf 
Goodwill Employment Specialist-Christy 
 Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor 

Tue, Sept 16 9:30am-11:30am Betty Fleming Sue McCloskey 
Lunches Sept. 16-18 * Betty Fleming 
  Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor 

Thur, Sept 18 9:30am-11:30am Char Bickel Bob Pribanic   Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor 

Tue, Sept 23 9:30am-11:30am Stew Fryer Char Bickel 
Lunches Sept. 23-25 *Pauline Lawrence 
 Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor 

Thur, Sept 25 9:30am-11:30am Sue McCloskey Bob Pribanic Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor 

Tue, Sept 30 9:30am-11:30am Nancy McEwen Jane Shem 
Lunches Sept. 30- Oct. 2 * Nancy McEwen 
Marcia Short *fill-in for pastor 
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Central’s 9h Annual Golf Outing was held Sunday, August 17th  at the Legends Golf 

Course.  A big thanks to all who participated and supported the golf outing.  This 

Outreach annual fundraiser benefits our future Outreach Ministry programs.  We had 6 

golf teams with 24 golfers participating and all had a great time.  Teams started on the 

north course and played scramble for 18 holes of golf.  The weather was beautiful with 

clear blue skies and warmer temperatures.  Our winning team this year was Jamie Ryder, 

Ron Swartz, Bob Oberlin and Roger Huth.   

We had 3 golf hole sponsors including Men’s Study Group, Debbie Feichter & Roger 

Huth.  We had 3 proximity contests:  Closest to the Pin - Carol Maier; Longest Putt - 

Roger Sibert ; and Longest Drive - Seth Sibert.  Each golfer received a goody bag at the 

beginning of play with snacks and a ticket to obtain a hot dog, chips and a drink during 

golf play. Most of the group and their spouses gathered at Erie St Pub following golf for 

fellowship, beverages and food.  A great time was had by all.  

9th Annual Golf Scramble 
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August Need A Lunch 

We were definitely in the heat of summer with a lot 

of downtown activities going 

on. The Kids Fest was 

happening at the same time 

as the lunch but it did not 

affect our neighbors coming for lunch. The “picnic” fare included 

hot dogs, chuck wagon beans, cheesy potatoes and ice cream. 

The tables were covered in red checkered cloths to give it the picnic feel. We served 

63 guests with 8 takeout meals and had enough leftover to pack up 8 lunches for the 

door ministry. There were 34 bags of groceries given out as well. A big thanks to all 

the helpers as some of them were also volunteering at the funfest afterwards. Long but 

rewarding day!  

Our session of spiritual journaling begins September 21st after worship. These will be held on the 3rd 

Sunday of the month through December. The goal is to share what has been on our hearts during the 

past month whether joys, prayers, frustrations, and blessings, etc. “Journaling as a spiritual practice 

has the power to expand God’s peace, joy, love, refreshment, and so much more within you.” Our Jr/

Sr high youth are welcome and encouraged to join as well. Please come be a part of this journey as 

we grow together. 
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If you have any questions concerning the current status of our PNC process please feel free to 

reach out to any of  the PNC members.  Kenn Kanipe & Scott Vignos (Co-Chairs), Rachael 

Fleischaker, Sue Kelewae, Mike Mast, Nate Sidharta or Allison Glick. 

Hope-Rebekah Circle will resume monthly 
meetings on Wednesday, September 10th at 11:00 in 
Bickel Hall. All ladies are welcome to come for study 
and fellowship. Bring a sack lunch if you would like. 

The CPC Men’s Group will be starting up for the program 
year.  We will be studying the N.T. Wright book “1 
Corinthians”.   

 
We will begin the year with a cookout at Roger 
Sibert’s house on September 8th at 5:30 pm.  A  
sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 
 

Regular meetings will follow every Monday evening at 
7:00 pm in the Westminster Room. 
Please consider joining us this year as we grow together in 
our knowledge and commitment to Jesus! 

Men’s Study 
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Cards and Games 
Wednesday September 

17th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
In Bickel Hall  Doings 

August Financial Update 

As we turn the calendar to August, I’ve dusted off my golf clubs in 

anticipation of the upcoming golf outing later this month—a fun 

event and a great fundraiser for our ministries! 

Operating Budget Update 

We are now 60% through the year, and I’m pleased to report that 

our operating revenue is at 60.6% of the annual budget—right on 

target. While this is a slight decrease from 2024, it's important to 

note that last year included two endowment draws by this time, 

whereas only one draw has been made so far in 2025. 

Per capita giving remains just slightly behind budget by about $500. If you haven’t yet contributed, 

your support would be appreciated to help close that gap. 

On the expense side, we are currently trending under budget for the year: 

• Personnel expenses are slightly below budget due to savings in benefits and pulpit supply. 

• Faith & Nurture is, as expected, under budget due to the summer break in activities. 

• Tech Team has spent the majority of their annual budget already, which aligns with their typical 

uneven spending pattern throughout the year. 

• Trustees are trending slightly over budget and are currently at 63.7% of their annual allocation. 

Non-Operating Items 

Outside of the operating budget: 

• We were able to send two students to camp this summer using funds collected last year. The 

Camp Fund currently has a balance of $492. 

• The New Covenant investment balance reached a new high in June, totaling $1,036,456.50.  

     Of this: 

o $902,595.11 is endowed,$133,861.39 is held in the non-endowed money market account. 

Thank you for your continued support and stewardship. As always, your generosity helps 

us maintain a strong financial foundation for our mission and ministries. 

As of Jul 31 2025 2024 Difference 

YTD Receipts $161,602 $164,720 ($3,118) 

YTD Disbursements (147,928) (158,241) $10,313 

Operating Surplus $13,674 $ 6,479 $7,195 

Financial Snapshot 
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 Lynn Heiser-----------------1 
Lois Werner  --------------- 5 
Nancy Putt ------------------ 8 
Ethan Craddock  --------- 9 
Karen Houchins ----------- 9 
Richard Slabaugh -------- 9 
Piper Werner -------------- 9 
Linda Contrael ---------- 11 
Olivia Aguon ------------ 12 

Will Beltz ------------------ 12 
Heather Vignos  -------- 13 
Jennifer Watson -------- 13 
Char Bickel --------------- 15 
Jan Leighley -------------16 
Donna Burau ------------ 16 
Kelly Hamilton  ---------- 18 
Lian Sidharta  ------------ 18 
Nancy Aguon ------------ 19 
Hollie Beltz  -------------- 20 
Quincy Davis ------------ 21 
Sue Kelewae  ------------ 21 
Janice Swan  ------------- 21 
Scott McCamish -------- 22 
Bill Miller-------------------24 
Roger Huth----------------26 

David and Linda Rankl ------------------7  
Scott and Heather Vignos ------------19 
Gail and Kenneth Billman-------------29 

Birthdays 

 Liturgists  

   September 7…………………Allison Glick 

   September 14………..…..….John Beltz 

   September 21…………....…..Liz Sibert 

   September 28…………..…...Dale Smith 

In Our 

Thoughts & 

Prayers 

Cash Crew 

Allison Glick 

Cheryl Anderson - Home 

Peggy Burau - Home 

Charlie Cooper - Home 

Maureen Cooper  Akron General 

Bev Denholm - Amherst Meadows 

Donna Donovan - Home 

Debbie Feichter - Whitewood Village 

Karen Houchins - Home 

Card Ministry 
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