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Psalm 33:20: “Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield.”
Waiting Well: An Advent Reflection
Dear Central Church Members & Friends,

December arrives and the church once again enters the holy season of Advent—a time marked by
holy anticipation. Advent reminds us that waiting is not wasted time. It is sacred space where God
prepares us, shapes us, and teaches us to trust.

We live in a culture that resists waiting. Instant answers, overnight deliveries, and immediate
gratification often leave us restless when things take longer than expected. Yet Scripture tells a
different story. From Israel’s long yearning for a Messiah, to Mary’s patient pondering of the angel’s
words, God's people have always been called to wait. And not just to wait, but to wait well.

Waiting well means waiting with hope. We light Advent candles to remind us that Christ’s light is
coming into the world. Each week, as we light another candle, our hope grows brighter, anticipating
the birth of our Savior.

Waiting well means waiting with faith. Like the prophets who trusted God’s promises, we can trust
that God is at work even when we cannot yet see the outcome. Faith teaches us that delay is not
denial, and that God's timing is always purposeful.

Waiting well means waiting with love. As we wait, we are not idle. We serve, we give, we care for one
another. Love transforms waiting from passive endurance into active discipleship.

This Advent, may we resist the temptation to rush past the waiting. Instead, let us embrace waiting as
a spiritual discipline. For in waiting well, we discover that Christ is already present among us—in the
Word proclaimed, in the bread broken, in the community gathered. And we are reminded that the
One we await has already come, and will come again.

So, as we journey through December, may our waiting be filled with hope, faith, and love. May we
wait well, and in doing so, be ready to receive the Christ child with ready hearts and renewed spirits.

Roger ‘




Summary of the November 2024 Meeting

The regular meeting of Session was held on November 20, 2025, with Pastor Roger Sibert
moderating. Ruling Elders in attendance were Chris Evans, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Scott Vignos,
Amy Mast, Ken Kelewae, Kenn Kanipe, Nancy McEwen, JoAnn Mungo, and Susan McKee. Deacon
Rep Heather Vignos.

Devotions were selected by Elder Char Bickel and read by Moderator Roger Sibert. Moderator Pastor
Roger Sibert opened the meeting with prayer.

General Business

Approved minutes of the regular Session meeting October 16, 2025.
Motion for the Financial statement for October 31, 2025, to be filed for audit.

Approved use of the Memorial Room to Roving Rogue Productions for rehearsals for their
upcoming performance in Feb 2025 and July 2025.

Approved use of dining room to Compassionate Friends support group for the Memory service on
Sunday December 14, 2025.

Reports of Ministries and Deacons

Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk of Session.

Church will be hosting a 100* Birthday Celebration for Donna Donovan on Sunday December 7
All are invited to attend.

Feast of the Faithful was very successful with lots of positive feedback for the event.

Motion from Trustees was approved to purchase a digital 16 camera security system upgraded for
the cost to not exceed $9,999.00.

Outreach will be cohosting the Winter wonderland event with Library on Saturday November 22
12:30 to 4 PM prior to the Holiday Parade. Church will host cookie decoration, singers’
presentation in the sanctuary, “Frozen theme” room in the West minister room, Christmas games,
Hot Chocolate stand, and “The conductor from Polar Express”

Discussion about the weekly fellowship hour following worship has gone well and well received by
the congregation, by consensus of Session, will continue with weekly fellowship hour with the
second Sunday being Birthday celebrations hosted by an Elder.

Deacons Rep Heather Vignos reported that continued monthly soup making for shut in. Deacon’s
focus remains on communicator and care of member who are shut in.

Caroling is scheduled for Saturday December 6, 1-3 pm looking for carolers to visit with shut in.

Community Candlelight Walk is scheduled for Sunday December 7, 5-7 with handing out wooden
ornaments to visitors.

Central Presbyterian church has volunteered to host a Muskingum Valley Presbytery Stated
meeting on Tuesday June 23, 2026, from 6-8 pm.




November Need A Lunch
- ¢« «COMMUNITY ¢+ » MINISTRY ¢ «

Thanksgiving came early for our neighbors. Thanksgiving dinner was served with turkey, stuffing,
mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans and homemade cranberry sauce. Pumpkin pie and apple
pie with whipped cream were available for dessert. We served about 125 meals including seconds,
take home, and lunches for the door ministry. Many thanks to Corny and Betty for assisting with meal
preparation on Friday and for the whole volunteer crew (12) who came on Saturday to set up, serve,
and clean up during the meal. Clothing closet had many shopping for winter clothes and there were
new hats, gloves and socks available. We prepared more grocery bags and distributed 40 bags
through the Food Pantry Giveaway. Thanks to all the volunteers who contribute to the success of the
Community Meal, Food Pantry Giveaway, and clothing closet each month.

We have cooks for the months of December through January 2026 but are looking for cooks
beginning in February 2026. If you are interested in serving as cook for our “Need A Lunch” please
reach out to Nancy McEwen.

The clothing closet continues to accept gently used clothing for fall and winter. They are taking men's
and women's clothing of all sizes over the next several months

With cold winter months ahead many who
are coming through our Door Ministry are in
need of coat, hats, gloves. Those who are
homeless are also in need of sleeping bags
and pillows. These items can be gently used
but clean. You may drop them off in the office
or in the Door Ministry room.

Christmas Joy Offering

November 30 -December 21, 2025
The Christmas Joy Offering aids current and retired church workers and their families in their time of

need and develops our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color.

OUR GIFTS AT WORK:
SUPPORTING OUR PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE LEADERS

The Christmas Joy Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired church workers and their
families in need. Thanks in part to support from this Offering, church workers can receive critical
financial assistance to support them through life’s challenging circumstances. These generous actions
bear witness to our faithful response to God'’s charge to love one another as Christ commanded.

More than $800,000 of gifts from 2024 are being used to provide education and leadership
development skills at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.
Many of the students attending Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of
color are the first in their families to enroll in higher education.
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Door Ministry December Schedule
Date Time Name 1-Data Name 2-Filing/ Lunch prep /Fill-in for pastor
Entry distribution
Tue, Dec 2 9:30am-11:30am Liz Sibert Cindy Shoaf Lunches Dec. 2-4 * Nancy McEwen
Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor
Thur, Dec 4 9:30am-11:30am Char Bickel Mary Sloan
Jean Mummertz Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor
Tue, Dec 9 9:30am- 11:30am Stew Fryer Amy Mast Lunches Dec. 9-11 * Liz Sibert
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor
Thur, Dec 11 9:30am- 11:30am Betty Fleming Marcia Indorf Goodwill Employment Specialist-Christy
Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor
Tue, Dec 16 9:30am- 11:30am Betty Fleming Stew Fryer Lunches Dec. 16-18 * Betty Fleming
Beacon Pharmacy-Kayla Freeman
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor
Thur, Dec 18 9:30am- 11:30am Char Bickel Pauline Lawrence
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor
Tue, Dec 23 9:30am-11:30am Liz Sibert Pauline Lawrence Lunches Dec. 23 * Pauline Lawrence
Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor
Thur, Dec 25 9:30am-11:30am CLOSED CH RISTMAS
Tue, Dec 30 9:30am-11:30 am CLOSED Reset paperwork
for 2026

November Winter Clothing Drive 2025

Great Big Thanks for all the donations that were received during our Winter Clothing Drive.
These items are being distributed through the Door Ministry and through the clothing closet at

the monthly Need A Lunch.

Donations collected through November

Socks all sizes 237
Hats, gloves, scarves 264
Blankets & sleeping bags 21
Jackets and Coats 40
Bags of Winter clothes Multiple
Total 565




M Financial Snapshot
% As of Oct 31, 2025 | 2025 Budget YTD | 2024 Difference

YTD Receipts | $234,435 |$222,230 | $211,564 | $22,871
YTD Disbursements | ($218,330) [($222,230) | ($224,950) | $6,620
Operating Surplus | $16,105 $0.00 ($13,386) | $29,491

As we near the end of the year, we give thanks for God'’s continued faithfulness and for the
generosity of our church family. Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure continue to sustain the
ministries of our congregation and our shared mission in the wider church.

As of October 31, 2025, our total operating revenue was $234,435, which is $22,871 higher than
this time last year. On the expense side, disbursements stand at $218,330, about $6,620 less than
in 2024. This reflects both careful stewardship and a continued focus on ministry priorities.

Altogether, we are pleased to report an operating surplus of $16,105, compared to a deficit of
$13,386 at this point last year — an overall improvement of $29,491.

Another highlight this year is that we have paid all of our apportionments to the Presbytery in full.
This means we have fully supported the shared mission and ministry of our wider church family —
locally, nationally, and globally. We are deeply grateful for the faithful giving that made this
possible.

Looking ahead, the Finance Team is currently working with all church committees to prepare the
2026 budget. This process ensures that our financial plan continues to reflect our mission priorities
and supports every area of ministry. If you haven't yet turned in your pledge card for 2026, it's never
too late, we would still be happy to receive it. Every pledge helps us plan responsibly and faithfully
for the year ahead.

Thank you for your continued generosity, prayers, and participation in the life of the church.
Together, we are making a difference in our community and beyond.

“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” -
Philippians 4:19

Stewardship of Attendance

November 2nd

N ber 9th
November 16t NDANCE
November 23rd MWFT?JP—S

November 30th
Average Attendance 99




Deacon’s will not meet in
December. Next meeting will
be Thursday, January 8th.

DEACONS

The Deacons will be caroling to those who are homebound at 1:00pm, December 6th.
We hope to get enough people to carol to visit as many as possible spreading Christmas
cheer. Eat lunch, dress for the weather and come back with bells on, wearing your favorite
ugly Christmas sweater. Contact Sue Wesley 330-833-7406 for info & sign up.

All are welcome!

Poinsettia Orders

We have ordered poinsettias for Christmas. Please

remember to bring your Poinsettias home after the
Christmas Eve service.

Muskingum Valley Presbytery Workshop Series

We are pleased to offer an upcoming Workshop Series led by Rev. Dr. Linda Leon. Many of you
attended the workshop on "Together: Following Christ in Community" at the MVP September
Stated Meeting. She will be leading four more workshops in the upcoming months, and we will
need host churches for those.

The first one will be on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church in Uhrichsville. The topic of this workshop will be "Growing our Faith Together: Prayer".

This will be prior to the MVP Stated Meeting beginning at 6:00 p.m. Reservations will be needed
for attending the workshop and/or both the workshop and Stated Meeting. The reservation can
be emailed to Alison Blondheim at alison@mvpresby.org

The Second Workshop "Growing Our Faith Together: Study" will be held on February 7, 2026,
from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. We need a host church for this workshop.

The Third Workshop “Growing Our Faith Together: Sharing Our Faith” is scheduled for March 14,
2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. before the MVP Stated Meeting with the meeting finishing up by
3:00 pm. We need a host Church for this workshop/Stated MVP meeting.

The Fourth workshop “Growing Our Faith Together: Rest” will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2026
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We need a host church for this workshop.
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Share -A- Gift/Angel Tree 2025

This Christmas season- we at Central Church will once again be partnering with the Salvation Army
to help families in our community provide toys for their children. Our Share-A-
gift tree is up in the sanctuary with Angel tags that have specific items to
purchase from a child’s wish list. We are asking the congregation to take a tag
and purchase the requested toy(s). Please return the unwrapped gift along with
the tag to the church (under the tree) no later than Sunday December 7th.

The Outreach committee will then take the toys to the Salvation Army to
distribute in the Toy Shop on December 17th and 18th. If you want to help with
the distribution, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex with the dates and times
help is needed. If you would like to make a monetary donation to the “Share-A-
Gift Fund” instead of shopping, we will use the money to purchase additional
toys or for future Christmas outreach opportunities in our community. Thank you
in advance for your kindness and generosity.

Winter Wendetlond

The church partnered for the 2nd year with the Massillon Public Library for the Winter Wonderland
Event that was held on Saturday, November 22 afternoon before the Massillon Holiday Parade. The
church hosted the following events:

A “"Frozen Room” with short performances throughout the afternoon and served 400 blue snow
cones.
Holiday cookie decorating in Bickel Hall where over 600 cookies were iced by children and their
parents.
Games in Memorial Hall with small prizes.
Hot Chocolate Booth outside on the sidewalk of the church where over 20 gallons of hot
chocolate was served.
Musical entertainment was held in the sanctuary including Massillon elementary school singers and
the Washingtonians. It was a lively afternoon and well supported by our church with over 30 members

volunteering for the event.

bibttbtbttbtbbibtbtiitbtibtbttiibtbbbtbtbbtbtbtitbibibibtbtibibtbiitititht

Qecemben 10th at 11:00 cawm
Cuwnch will be prrovided. Renatiens will be accepled to
oftoel the ceal.
Call Betay Millen o1 the effice te RSUP

I Y Y YV YV YV VYV YV YV VY VYV V Y VYV VYV YV VYV YV VYV YV VYV V VYV VYV YV YSS YISV

BoeBoeBoe0e00e0e0e0e50e50eB0e 0o 50 B0 5o 5o oo BB B e e B
Lot 00 0 0 0 0 0 A 8 8 e
BoeBoeBoe 0o 0o 0e30e 0o 50e 0o 0o B0 oo oo BB e BB e e B
LA 0 A 888 e




fﬁiﬂ

smwfnsé @’RA
LA

:SOGASON

WHS 80th Presentation of
The Messiah & Christmas Spectacular
December 14th 3:00 pm—WHS Auditorium
Online ticket sales began 11/21  $11 Reserved seating only
Purchase tickets at
https://www.massillonschools.org/page/purchase-tickets
or call school ticket office at 330-830-3901 ext.51116, 7:30am-2pm M-F.

WHS Holiday Band Concert
Thursday, Dec. 1Sth at 7pm
WHS Auditorium

A COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE

December 28th at 10:30 a.m.
Christ Presbyterian Church
530 Tuscarawas St. West, Canton, OH 44702

The Downtown Canton Churches
& the Presbyterian Stark County Parish
join as one Christian community to celebrate
the enduring hope of the Christmas season.




December  Jn our thoughts and prayers:

Cheryl Anderson - Home
Peggy Burau - Home

Jim Inks Charlie & Maureen Cooper - Sanctuary Grande
Herb Shreiner Bev Denholm - Amherst Meadows

Donna Donovan - Home
Donna Donovan

Judy Miday
Katy Larkin

Debbie Feichter - Whitewood Village

Karen Houchins

Ann Butler
Jane Shem
Peyton Sibert
Liz Sibert
Lori Murphy
Kenn Kanipe

Samantha Eubank

Card Ministry

Evan Georgiou Sue Wesley
Allison Conley

Chris Craddock
Chuck Sypolt
Tom Meek
Cathy Evans Liturgists for Dec/Jan
Debbie Smith Stew Fryer
John Beltz

December Dale Smith

Anniversaries Rosie Sikorsky
' Liz Sibert

Rachael Fleischaker
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Kenn & Marlene Kanipe

Dale & Debbie Smith

Jim & Judy Inks
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be not afraid

gift

animals

angels

Christmas
Jesus

Bethlehem
holy
love

Joseph
Mary

manger
savior
star

shepherds
tinsel

present
stable
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christmas crackers
chocolate coins
hot chocolate
mince pies
Christmas
reindeer

presents
snowman
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