Preparing Our Hearts for Lent

Psalm 51:10 (NRSVue)

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.”
Dear Central members and friends,

February always feels like a threshold month. Winter still holds its quiet grip, yet the promise
of spring begins to beckon. In the life of the church, this is also a threshold season—an
invitation to step from Advent and Epiphany into the sacred journey of Lent.

This year, Ash Wednesday arrives on February 18, marking the beginning of our forty-day
pilgrimage toward Easter. | strongly encourage you to attend our Ash Wednesday service that
evening. There is no better way to start the Lenten journey than to gather with your brothers
and sisters to receive the sacrament of communion and the imposition of ashes. Lentis not
meant to be a season of gloom, but a season of intention. Itis a time for us to slow down,
listen more deeply, and make room for God to do the quiet work of renewal within us

The ashes placed on our foreheads remind us of two profound truths: that our lives are fragile,
and that God's grace meets us in that very fragility. “Remember you are dust,” we hear, not as
a sentence of despair, but as a call to humility, honesty, and hope. Lent begins with truth-
telling—about who we are, who we long to become, and how much we depend on God's
mercy.

As we approach this season, | invite you to begin preparing your heart even now. Consider
what practices might help you draw closer to God in the weeks ahead. Perhaps it is a daily
time of silence, a renewed commitment to prayer, an intentional act of service, or letting go of
a habit that distracts you from what truly matters. Lent is not about proving our worth to God;
it is about making space to remember that we are already beloved.

Our worship during Lent will focus on this spirit of reflection and renewal. On the first Sunday
in Lent, we will begin a 6-week sermon series titled “Boot Camp for the Soul”, concluding on
Palm Sunday. Together, we will walk with Christ through the wilderness, listen to his teachings,
and open ourselves to the transforming power of God'’s love. My hope is that this season will
not feel like an obligation, but a gift—a chance to breathe deeply, to return to what is essential,
and to rediscover the grace that sustains us.

As Ash Wednesday approaches, may we enter Lent with open hands and open hearts. May
this season shape us, soften us, and prepare us to receive the joy of Easter with renewed faith.

Roger
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Summary of the December 2025 Meeting

The regular meeting of Session was held on December 18, 2025, with Pastor Roger Sibert
moderating. Ruling Elders in attendance were Chris Evans, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Scott Vignos,
Amy Mast, Ken Kelewae, Kenn Kanipe, Nancy McEwen, JoAnn Mungo, Char Bickel, and Christine
Craddock.

Devotions were selected by Elder Nancy McEwen followed by Moderator Pastor Roger Sibert
opened the meeting with prayer.

General Business

Approved minutes of the regular Session meeting November 20, 2025.
Motion for the Financial statement for November 31, 2025, to be filed for audit.

Approved a request from Anna Rankl for use of the church for her wedding on Saturday
September 26, 2026, at 4 pm and rehearsal on Friday September 25, 5 pm. Officiant will be
Brandon Simmons. Motion was made and seconded to approve the use of the church for
the wedding of Anna Rankl and Kaidin Charlton on September 26, 2026.

Reports of Ministries and Deacons

o Discussion about the weekly fellowship hour following worship has gone well and well received
by the congregation, by consensus of Session, will continue with weekly fellowship hour with the
second Sunday being Birthday celebrations hosted by an Elder.

Stewardship/Finance: Presented the budget ending November 30, 2025. Income: $39,917.76
which is above budgeted income for the month and YTD. Expenses were $20,914 which is under
budget for month of November and YTD.

Committee presented the 2026 budget, seconded and discussion was held regarding the
presented budget which reflected a 3% increase for all staff salaries. Motion was seconded to
approve the amended 2026 budget with the one change was approved by session.

Central Presbyterian church has volunteered to host a Muskingum Valley Presbytery Stated
meeting on Tuesday June 16, 2026, from 6-8 pm.

Elder Mast of Outreach Ministry was pleased to announce that Massillon Eagles organization sent
a donation for $2000 to support the work of the door ministry.

The date for the Annual Congregational meeting will be following worship Sunday January 25,
2026.

Report of the Pastor

Led worship and preached 5 Sundays including All Saints and New Member recognition.
Prepared Liturgy 5 Sundays.

Multiple phone calls.

Attended 4 committee meetings, moderated 1 Session meetings,




Worked as Door Ministry Pastor 1 day

Led Men’s group 3 Mondays.

Attended the Feast of the Faithful

Attended the volunteer field trip to Akron - Canton Food Bank

Hosted the third Lunch meeting of Stark County Parishes at Church.

Completed employee reviews with HR ministry.

December communicator article

Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk of Session.

Door Ministry February Schedule

Date

Time

Name 1-Data Name 2-Filing/
Entry distribution

Lunch prep /Fill-in for pastor

Tue, Feb 3

9:30am-11:30am

Sue McCloskey | Chris Evans

Lunches Feb 3-5 * Nancy McEwen
Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor

Thur, Feb 5

9:30am-11:30am

Nancy McEwen | Stew Fryer

Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor

Tue, Feb 10

9:30am-11:30am

Amy Mast Stew Fryer

Lunches Feb 10-12 * Betty
Fleming
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor

Thur, Feb 12

9:30am-11:30am

Char Bickel Chris Evans

Goodwill Employment Specialist-
Christy
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor

Tue, Feb 17

9:30am-11:30am

Pauline
Lawrence

Liz Sibert

Lunches Feb 17-19 * Char Bickel
Beacon Pharmacy-Kayla
Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor

Thur Feb 19

9:30am-11:30am

Char Bickel Bob Pribanic

Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor

Tue, Feb 24

9:30am-11:30am

Nancy McEwen | Betty Fleming

Lunches Feb 24-26*Pauline
Lawrence
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor

Thur, Feb 26

9:30am-11:30am

Sue McCloskey | Bob Pribanic

Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor

&

Anyone want a Christmas cactus? Sue Kelewae is trimming hers. If

you provide a pot Sue will fill it with starts. Please contact Sue

Kelewae for more info.
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AMNMNUAL REPORT OF ASSETS

FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMEBER 31, 2025

First Commonwealth Bank

Fresbytenan Foundation - New Cove nant Fund

TOTAL ALL ASSETS

MNon Endowed Assels

SUMMARY BY FUND

Cpening Bal

17112025

Cost Basis
Earnings

MNon-Endowed |meestment

Revenue

Expense

G0 583
274, 429

168 738

835,013
168 738

Transfer

1903751

1,142,104

Ending Bal
12/3112025

Operaling

11,932

267 436

(203 716)

{30,089)

45 963

Anna Edgar Music

862

200

[1,565)

G74

171

Deacon Fund

¥ og2

1312

(2,073)

& 800

Deferred Income

18 237

(18,237

Door Ministry

5,307

22,321

[23,347)

15,527

20,208

Happy Srvely Bequest

1,323

1,323

Jenny CConnor Education Fund

22364

[1-2?3

22237

Major Repair/improvemert

12 496

10,320

(11,256

11,230

22790

Memarial

21,121

250

(2, 358)

19 003

Men's Study Group

1,153

499

{500)

{50)

1,102

Mission Cutreach

12 515

2,486

{4, 362)

1,802

12, 440

Meed-A-Lunch Fund

1,531

775

{(1.229)

2,000

3,074 |

Share A Gift

1,201

27

Special Offenngs

1,254

< 055

(207)

1,476

Stock Investment Earnings

2 993

(51-)1 5)

[2:993)

Unfilled Staffing Positons

45,836

45,836

Quilters Fund

BOT

260

(65)

an2

Hope Rebekahn Fund

448

(100)

348

Youth Camp

EEE

(456)

S893

Subtotal {non Endowed Assets)
Endowed Assets

123,863

310,203

(256,194)

26,793

204 664

Endowment Investment Earnings

89,074

(B9.074)

Endowment (20 Combined funds)

47, 705

rA2 057

McaAllister Education

.000

V.28

B3 756

Charles F Smyder Trust

GE0

10,738

Curtis & Ellen Ruch Trust

27

G5, 526

Joseph K Russell Trust

E90

10, 738

Lucille E Lowe Trust

1,381

21,476

Manry G Wilson Trust

138

2,148

Subtotal (Endowed Assets)
Total ALL Assets

(26,793)

937,440

(256,194)

1,142,104




For the Year Ended December 31, 2025 - Summary of annual meeting

As of December 31, 2025, the church’s total assets were
$1,142,104, reflecting a year of stable operations, positive
investment performance, and faithful stewardship of both
endowed and non-endowed funds.

Operating and Non-Endowed Funds a §

accordance with established spending policies to support ministry and operational needs. The 2026

Transfers from the endowed funds of $26,793 were used in

endowment support will be $33K.

The 2025 Operating Fund closed with a surplus balance of $45,563, indicating that current-year
revenues were sufficient to cover operating expenses. Designated funds reflected normal activity
based on program usage and donor intent. Transfers were used strategically to support ministry
priorities, including funding for unfilled staffing positions, which ended the year with $46,836
reserved for future use. Please review the report for specific departmental spending.

The Door Ministry remains the church’s largest mission program, reflecting a significant and ongoing
commitment to direct community support. They brought in $22,321 in gifts, received church support
$15,927 and spent $23,347. They are starting 2026 with $20,208 in funding.

Overall Financial Position

Overall, the church ended 2025 in a strong financial position, with adequate liquidity, healthy
endowment balances, and well-managed funds that continue to support the mission and ministries
of the congregation.

2026 budget is balanced with revenue and expenses projected $283,500, a slight increase from
2025 but did allow all committees to receive the budget they requested.
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N, Hope Rebecca Circle will not meet in
Sbecca _ February. They will resume meeting in
- March and look forward to being together.
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News from Human Resources Ministry

Music/Worship Intern

HR is please to announce that with Faith and Nurture, we have created a unique position, Music and
Worship Intern. Alyssa Faris has accepted this position; she is a college freshman at Kent State
studying music education. Her interests are singing, hiking, working out, coaching, cheerleading and
creative cosmetics (hair, nails and jewelry). Her duties will include singing in the choir, playing in the
Bell Choir, teaching & leading music with Son Shine Central children for a spring performance. Alyssa

will be with us through May 31, 2026. Please welcome Alyssa to this position.

Nursery childcare Associate.

HR ministry is looking for 1-2 young adults who have interest in early childcare to assist with childcare
duties in the Sonshine Central Nursery beginning this spring through the fall. This is a paid position,
at maximum 2 hours per week on Sunday morning, 10 AM -12 noon, duties include engaging children
age 0-5 who attend the nursery during worship hours, in stories, play, and crafts. The applicant for
nursery childcare associate must have active certificates in Basic first aid, Communicable Diseases, and
adult and children CPR, and prefer childcare experience. We can provide recertification for these

certificates required by the position. If you know anyone who may be interested in the position,

please encourage them to contact Nancy McEwen or Char Bickel or email a resume to the church at

cpc@sssnet.com or mail to the church office at 47 second St NE Massillon, Ohio. 44646. Spread the

word.



mailto:cpc@sssnet.com

In 2024, Trustees continue to

determine work needed to maintain

our beautiful, historic church. One of

these issues was the stained-glass
windows. Two local companies evaluated the windows, and it was found that the north windows
inside the sanctuary were in good condition and restored in 1991. The dome was restored in 2003.
However, the east window in the Narthex was showing structural problems.

The window panels were bowing due to the aluminum T-bars were too lightweight. The new T-bars
installed were heavier, to help to carry the load. The exterior storm window was replaced with proper
ventilation.

After assessing the window's structural issues, the Trustees turned to historical records to learn more

about its origins. In researching the history of this window, it was found in our church historical

records, in 1905, the window was created as “"One large cut glass window in front of the church, with
picture of Christ in Gethsemane embedded in glass. The word “Dicky” at foot of the glass. “Dicky is
spelled differently on the glass itself. It is not known which spelling was correct. According to the
historical record, this window was given in memory of Mrs. Jan Dicky and Mrs. Elizabeth Dicky, aunt,
and grandmother of Mrs. Joseph S. Reed. A Bronze plate at foot of window with inscription:

“Presented by Mrs. Joseph S. Reed.”

In the book by Margy Vogt of Massillon, "Towpath to Towpath", it is discussed that the Massillon Glass

Works which were once led by Joseph S. Reed. In talking with Margy, she stated that none of the

former Massillon glass companies made stained glass, they only made amber and brown bottles, so

the window manufacturer remains a mystery.

This project was on the list of work, and it only seemed to be a perfect combination given Nan'’s
artistic abilities and passion. Nan graciously donated the monies to fund this
project. The project was completed in late spring of 2025 by Jim Foltz and
crew of Radiant Arts Inc. located in Beach City. A plaque for restoration will be
placed next to the original.

Central Presbyterian is fortunate to have dedicated members like Nan Ream,
. whose generosity made this restoration possible. Her gift ensures the
~all church'’s beauty and history will be preserved for future generations. Thank
i you, Nan, for this gift. It is truly a gift to God.
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January Need-A-Lunch

{ N g Our January meal was Chicken/turkey pot pie with mashed
potatoes served with diced peaches and rolls. Dessert included
THE LUNCH BUNCH chocolate cherry dump cake and ice cream. We served about

for cooking, all the volunteers who helped with setting up, serving, cleanup

60 meals including seconds. Many thanks to JoAnn and Nancy

and working in the clothing closet. The clothing closet has a large selection IS - @@
of winter clothes including new hats, gloves and socks and blankets

available. We distributed 35 grocery bags through the Food Pantry

Giveaway. Thanks to all the volunteers who contribute to the success of the

Community Meal, Food Pantry Giveaway, and clothing closet this month.

The clothing closet continues to accept gently used clothing for fall and winter. The clothing closet
needs men’s clothes and jackets and warm coats.

Muskingum Valley Presbytery Workshop Series

We are pleased to offer an upcoming Workshop Series led by Rev. Dr. Linda Leon of Flourish
Ministries. These workshops are open to all with a reservation.

The Second Workshop "Growing Our Faith Together: Study" will be held on February 7, 2026, from
10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. This will be hosted by Rev Li “Dolly” Dong, Pastor of the Chinese
Worshipping Community which meets at First Presbyterian church in Ashland.

The Third Workshop “Growing Our Faith Together: Sharing Our Faith” is scheduled for March 14,
2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. til noon. This will be held prior to the MVP Stated Meeting with the
meeting. The workshop and Stated Presbytery Meeting is being held at Ashland First Presbyterian
Church, 20 Church Street Ashland, OH 44805

The Fourth workshop “Growing Our Faith Together: Rest” will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2026
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This will be hosted by Coshocton Presbyterian Church in Coshocton.

If you are interested in attending any of these workshops, reservations are recommended to Alison
Blondheim MVP, Presbytery Clerk at alison@mvpresby.org.



https://www.flourish-ministries.com/
https://www.flourish-ministries.com/
mailto:alison@mvpresby.org

Soup-er Bowl Challenge
February 8, 2026

* Support CPC Need A Lunch program by
donations to NE Patriots

* Support CPC Door Ministry by donations to
Seattle Seahawks

2025 Christmas Joy

Offering Through the Christmas Joy Offering,
. we come together to support past,
Our total offering present and future leaders,

) embodying God’s perfect gift to us,
this year was Jesus Christ.

$900

WHEN WEALL DO A LITTLE,
ITADDSUPTO ALOT.

N2 CHRISTMAS JOY




Scholarship Opportunities

RJ

High School Scholarships available

Attention High School Seniors, who are active members of Central Presbyterian church or the
children or grandchildren of Active Members of Central Presbyterian Church, who are looking to
attend college in the Fall of 2026.

Central Presbyterian Church has 2 Scholarships available for you!

Raisner Family scholarship that is overseen by Stark Community Foundation. The application
process has begun and is available online through the Stark Community Foundation website. The
deadline for application is April 1, 2026. Completed scholarship applications are forward to the
Church scholarship administrator, after April 1, 2026, for selection of the recipient. The church
has in place a 3-church member selection committee who will review the applications and select a
recipient for the scholarship. The amount of the scholarship is determined by the Stark
community Foundation. The recipient will be notified by Stark Community Foundation by June
30, 2026. The direct link is https://www.starkcf.org/for-grantees/for-students/scholarship-
opportunities/the-central-presbyterian-church--raisner-family-scholarship-fund

McAllister Family Scholarship

This scholarship fund was established in memory of Clarence (Mac) McAllister by his family to
help members and dependents of Central Presbyterian Church members to achieve their
educational goals. The McAllister scholarship was created in 2004 for the purpose of providing a
means of financial aid to a student who is a confirmed member, or a child or dependent of a
member of Central Presbyterian Church of Massillon and pursuing first year post-secondary
education at an accredited college, university, or technical school. The scholarship shall be
awarded primarily based on financial need, with consideration given to performance at the
secondary education level and demonstrate of readiness for post-secondary educational pursuit.

This scholarship is overseen by Central Presbyterian Church. The application can be picked up in
the church office after March 1, 2026. The deadline for the completed application to be
returned to the church office is June 1, 2026. The applications will be reviewed by a 3-person
selection committee chosen by the McAllister Family. This scholarship recipient will be notified
by Mid July 2026.

If you have any questions regarding the scholarships and the application process, please contact
Nancy McEwen.

Thank you,
The Scholarship Fund Committee.



https://www.starkcf.org/for-grantees/for-students/scholarship-opportunities/the-central-presbyterian-church--raisner-family-scholarship-fund
https://www.starkcf.org/for-grantees/for-students/scholarship-opportunities/the-central-presbyterian-church--raisner-family-scholarship-fund

In January the Deacons met the 21st for cards and games. A good time was had by all.
February 18th at 1:00pm is the next date. All are invited for a good time and fellowship.

Card Ministry Cash Crew
Marcia Indorf

March | Heather Vignos

April | Sue McCloskey

May | Betty Fleming

June | Liz Sibert

¢

Stewardship of Attendance

January 4th
January 11th
January 18th N"ANBE
January 25th YYWTJF@QS

Average Attendance 84




Allison Printz
Don Rankl
Elise Glick Cheryl Anderson - Home
Harold Pitz
Debbie Feichter

Shirley Pitz
Rich Wilder Bev Denholm - Amherst Meadows

Peggy Burau - Home

Charlie & Maureen Cooper - Sanctuary Grande

Robin Armitage Donna Donovan - Home

Maddox Werner Debbie Feichter - Whitewood Village
Fred Butler

Carol Hauenstein
Chandler Craddock
Mindy Rankl
Leslie Picot

Karen Houchins - Home

Nathaniel Slagle
Angie Anderson
John Beltz
Bea King
Linda Pfeiffer
Cassie Slabaugh
Brenda Wise
Austin Sibert
Mike Mast ----

Flappy
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Michael & Amber Barlow
Roger & Liz Sibert
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St. Valentine
celebration
sweetheart
teddy bear
chocolate
happiness
valentine
exchange
February
memories
be mine
flowers
holiday
jewelry
kisses
drroOw
candy
cards
cupid
heart
mommy
movie
party
roses

14th

gift

hugs

Love

pink

poem
XOXO0

red
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