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Walking the Lenten Road Toward Renewal
Isaiah 43:19 (NLT) - “For | am about to do something new. See, | have already begun! Do you not see
it? | will make a pathway through the wilderness. | will create rivers in the dry wasteland.”
March finds us deep in the Lenten journey — the stretch of the season when the work becomes more
honest, the questions become more searching, and the promise of transformation begins to come into
focus. In our Boot Camp for the Soul sermon series, we've been exploring topics that challenge us to
strengthen our spirits and stretch our faith. Lent is not meant to wear us down; it is meant to wake us
up. It invites us to pay attention to what God is shaping within us, and to trust that something new is
being prepared.
This season always asks personal questions:

e What needs to be released?

e What needs to be strengthened?

e  What new thing might God be growing in me?
But Lent also asks these questions of us as a congregation. Who are we becoming together? What
new leadership, new ministries, new possibilities is God preparing for Central Presbyterian? Lentis a
season of holy anticipation—not only for Easter morning, but for the next faithful chapter in our shared
life.
One sign of that newness is already taking shape. We are delighted to welcome Autumn Boettner as
our new Director of Communications and Children’s Ministries, beginning March 18. Her gifts,
energy, and creativity will help us tell our story more clearly, nurture our children more intentionally,
and strengthen the ways we connect with one another and with our community. Her arrival is a
reminder that God is not finished with us; God is equipping us for what comes next.
As we continue through these forty days, | invite you to lean into the topics we are exploring each
week. Letthem deepen your faith and widen your imagination. Let them prepare you not only for the
joy of Easter, but for the new life God is already stirring within our congregation.
May this Lent be a season of honest reflection, courageous growth, and hopeful expectation—for you,
and for Central Church!

Roger




Summary of the February 2026 Meeting

The regular meeting of Session was held on February 19, 2026, with Pastor Roger Sibert moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Chris Evans, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Amy Mast, Ken Kelewae, Sue
Kelewae, Kenn Kanipe, Nancy McEwen, JoAnn Mungo, Char Bickel, and Christine Craddock.

Deacon rep Sue McCloskey and guest Logan Rankl.

Devotions and opening prayer were offered by Elder Ken Kelewae.

General Business

o Approved minutes of the regular Session meeting January 15, 2026, with corrections, email
request of January 23, 2026, and Special session meeting of February 8, 2026.

Motion for the Financial statement ending January 31, 2026, to be filed for audit.
Motion was made and seconded to remove Jean Mummertz from Church rolls on 1/25/2026

upon her death

Approval of use of the Kitchen and dining room for annual cheering banquet on Tuesday March
17,2026.

Approved “No Obijection” to the transfer of Liquor license for 45 and 49 Lincoln Way West
Massillon.

If you would like to request use of any tables and chairs for graduation parties or any other events,
please call the church office to submit your dates to make sure the dates are available for
borrowing tables and chairs and coordinate with other requests and church activities.

Approved request from Roving Rogue Productions asked for use of the sanctuary for their
summer production on Friday and Saturday evening on July 17 and 18 and July 24 and 25.

Report of the Pastor

Pastor’s Report for January 2026:
Led worship and preached 1 Sundays.
Prepared Liturgy 3 Sundays that were covered by other Pastors.

Attended 1 meeting with candidate for Director of Children ministries and communications
and moderated 1 Session meetings via Teams.

Stark Parish group has been meeting and per their email communications they are planning a joint
service after Easter at Christ Presbyterian Church on April 12. More information to come.

Reports of Ministries and Deacons

o Security system and camera update are being installed with 18 new cameras. New cameras cover
the walkway to the Door Ministry, parking lot, playground, west and east doors. Better camera
images. A TV Screen on the door ministry desk will show the Door Ministry steps, the pastor
area, and the outside walkway to the Door Ministry entrance.

New first Aid kits were purchased for the church and placed in the kitchen by phone and a
pediatric kit was purchased for the Son Shine Central Nursery area.
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Summary of the February 2026 Meeting (Continued)

“Stop the Bleeding” kit was purchased and placed in the hallway with the first aid kit and
AED located there. Elders watched a short video of “Stop the Bleeding” kit and operation.
Additional training for fire extinguishers and “Stop the Bleeding” may take place in the

spring.
Elder JoAnn Mungo presented the Emergency Response Plan update. Answered
questions and Motion from Trustees, does not require a second, was approved by

session. Copies will be placed in church office, SonShine Central room, door ministry,
with the hallway first Aid kit, and kitchen.

Elder Mast reported that the new pilot program with Food Pantry which includes picking
up fresh bakery, Produce, Meat and dairy each week from Giant Eagle in Canal Fulton has
been well received by our clients. We share extra items with The Food Café.

Purchase of walk off mats for $600 for the entry doors and top and bottom of steps due to
wear and tear. We had a mat exchange contract and since the contract was cancelled 2
years ago we have saved $3500.

Church Fundraiser with Goodwill. A Goodwill trailer will be in the church parking lot the
first week of May to accept donations from everyone. More information to come.

Beacon Pharmacy medication collection every Sunday in March following worship. Please
bring unexpired medications that you no longer need to be donated to Beacon Pharmacy.
Paperwork will need to be completed. Director of Beacon Pharmacy will be at worship
March 1 for any questions.

Approved a Motion from Faith and Nurture and HR, to hire Allie Vignos for Nursery
Childcare Associate for Sunday mornings and other events as needed at $14.00 /hour
starting around March 1, 2026, was approved by session.

Motion from HR and Faith and Nurture at a special called Session meeting on
February 8, 2026, was to hire Autumn Boettner as part time salary Director of
communication and children

Ministries for 24 hours a week at $32,000 annual salary was approved. Autumn start
date will be March 18, 2026.

Deacon Sue McCloskey reported that Deacons continue to visit and follow up with Shut in
members.

Deacons are planning an Easter Brunch on Easter Sunday morning at 9 am.

Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk of Session.

)

" Allison Glick March 1
Y

m Stew Fryer March 29

Upcoming Liturgists

John Beltz

" . Jack Elliot March 15

* Dale Smith March 22




Gaster Flowers

Thirty, 6 1/2 inch potted plants; daffodils, tulips,
and hyacinths can be ordered by March 22nd for
Easter Sunday. Please sign up as soon as possible
if you would like one. Sign up sheets in the
Narthex. They are $10 apiece.

Hope Rebekah Circle
Wednesday, March 11 at 11:00 a.m.
Bring a lunch and come for study and fellowship.

All women are welcome!

Greetings from your treasurer!

We're off to a slightly slower start in 2026, as the last
Sunday of January was canceled due to the snowstorm
that moved through our area. Missing a week of worship
naturally impacts giving; however, we still came very
close to meeting our revenue budget for the month.

In addition, expenses were lower than budgeted, which
resulted in a small operating surplus at the close of

January.

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity as we begin this new year together. Stay
warm as we settle in for what Punxsutawney Phil predicts will be six more weeks of winter!

Financial Snapshot

As of January 31 | 2026 Budget YTD | 2025 Difference
YTD Receipts | $21,100 $23,625 $28,707 | ($7,607)
YTD Disbursements | ($18,221) | ($23,625) ($16,764) | ($1,457)
" God Can Do It: We Can Help® Operating Surplus | $2,879 $0.00 ($11,943) | ($9,064)
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February 2026 Need-A-Lunch

% Our February meal included roasted pork tenderloin served with
{%&F mac and cheese and green beans. Desserts were provided
through Giant Eagle of Canal Fulton through the Food Bank and
THE LUNCH BUNMCH included several cakes and donuts and were served with ice
T cream. We served about 90 meals including seconds. Many
thanks to JoAnn and Nancy for cooking, all the volunteers who helped with setting up, serving,
cleanup and working in the clothing closet. The clothing closet has accepted donations of winter
clothing, but we are always in need of men'’s clothes all sizes and especially jeans for men and
women. We distributed 40 premade grocery bags through the Food Pantry Giveaway. Thanks to all
the volunteers who contributed to the success of the Community Meal, Food Pantry Giveaway, and
clothing closet this month.

The clothing closet continues
to accept gently used clothing
. for fall and winter. The
\ clothing closet especially
“ needs men’s clothes of all
sizes, jackets and warm coats.

Souper Bowl of Caring - Sunday February 8, 2026

Thank you for your support in our Outreach programs,
The Need A Lunch and The Door Ministry, through

your vote for the Super bowl winner. Even if your
football team was not in the Super bowl your donations to
our Outreach Programs will make a difference in our
services that we provide.

The total donation to Need A Lunch was $105.
The total Donation to Door Ministry was $180. SOE PER
. YOE CARING)
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Outreach — Door Ministry News
40 Days - $40 Dollars — 4 Bags of Groceries

As we begin the season of Lent, we often think of something
to give up helping us to deepen our faith and prepare us for
Easter. Please consider this season giving up $1.00 a day
during Lent and donating it for food for the Door Ministry
and food given out at Need-a-Lunch. In the past, we would
provide you with a bag and list of groceries to purchase and bring it back to church. Now that we
are partnering with the Akron Canton Food Bank, we can purchase that list of groceries for
approximately $10 vs. $30 if we ask you to purchase them. We have set a goal of 200 bags of
groceries. The picture shows what we typically put into a bag of groceries for the Door Ministry.

Local Missions

Outreach selects several local missions to donate to over the year. We decided to focus on two
local missions per quarter. In the first quarter, Habitat for Humanity and CommQuest — Family
Living Center will each receive $500 donations. The Family Living Center is a homeless shelter for
families with children, households without children, and single women that provides emergency
shelter for those in need. The shelter is located just east of our church on Lincoln Way. We often
serve those who are living in the shelter. We partner with Habitat as they provide furniture
vouchers to the Habitat ReStore for those who qualify that come into the Door Ministry with a
need for household items and/or furniture.
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Door Ministry Volunteer Schedule March 2026

Date Time Name 1 Name 2 Lunch prep /Fill-in for pastor

Tue Mar 3 e e Lunches Mar 3-5 *Liz Sibert
9:30am-11:30am Liz Sibert Jane Shem Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor

Thur M : -11: B Flemi Bob Pri i
ur Mar 5 9:30am 30am etty Fleming ob Pribanic Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor

Lunches Mar 10-12 * Char Bickel
Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor

Tue Mar 10 9:30am-11:30am Amy Mast Stew Fryer

Thur Mar 12 | 9:30am-11:30am Sue McCloskey Marcia Indorf Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor

Lunches Mar 17-19 * Betty Fleming
Tue Mar 17 9:30am-11:30am Stew Fryer Jane Shem Beacon Pharmacy-Kayla
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor

Thur Mar 19 9:30am-11:30am Sue McCloskey Cindy Shoaf Marcia Short* fill-in for pastor

Lunches Mar 24-26 *Pauline Lawrence
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor

Tue Mar 24 9:30am-11:30am Betty Fleming Pauline Lawrence

Thur Mar 2 : -11: iz Si Pauline L
ur Mar 26 | 9:30am-11:30am Liz Sibert auline Lawrence Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor

Lunches Mar 31-April 2 * Liz Sibert
Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor

Tue Mar 31 9:30am-11:30am Amy Mast Bob Pribanic

Door Ministry Update - Evening Hours
The Outreach committee has decided to extend our Door Ministry hours to include Monday evenings.
Starting Monday, April 6th, we will be open from 5:30 to 7:30.
By offering evening hours, our Door Ministry extends accessibility to neighbors who are unable to visit
during the daytime due to work commitments.
Additionally, evening hours open the door for our congregation members who are typically
unavailable during the day to volunteer for this important ministry to our community.
There is a sign-up sheet outside the Door Ministry room. If you have any questions or would like more
information - please contact Liz Sibert, Amy Mast or Nancy McEwen.

SAVE THE DATE AND DONATE
This spring the Outreach committee will be partnering with Geodwill and is sponsoring a fundraiser
for the Door Ministry. We will have a mobile trailer in our parking lot to collect any items you may
longer need including housewares and home furnishings, small appliances in working condition,
linens, clothing and miscellaneous items. We will have a “Donation " on the table in the hallway
across from the office with a detailed list of what we can and cannot accept.
So, as we “spring forward” and start to declutter and clean out our closets, basements, and garages -
please consider setting aside these items and_bring them to the church during the week of May 29 -
May 9. More details to follow in the April communicator.
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Ohio House Bill 558 allows charitable pharmacies and
clinics to accept unused, unexpired prescription
medications, even if original packaging is open.

POWERED BY:
C 7 Employers Health

You can donate your unwanted, unexpired prescription
medications, as well as unopened over-the-counter
medications, to Beacon Charitable Pharmacy.

Please Note: We cannot accept any Controlled Substances.

To donate, you can either download and print the
donation form from our website or visit us in person
during business hours.

‘During the month of |, we are going to be doing a Drug Donation Dri

The Outreach committee will collect any unused, unexpired prescription medications
for Beacon Pharmacy, which will then repurpose them for their clients.

So.... “Don’t toss it-Donate it” ... check your medicine cabinets, closets and cupboards
and bring in any prescriptions you may have that you no longer take or need.

Starting | - we will have a table set up downstairs during coffee hour for you to
drop off your donations... there is a form that needs to be filled out, and we can assist you

iIOCa




ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
HUNGER ¢ DISASTER « DEVELOPMENT

One Great Hour of Sharing History

Immediately following World War II, U.S. Protestant churches made appeals for relief and
reconstruction in areas devastated by the war, primarily Europe and Asia. In 1949, the leaders of
several denominations formed a committee to organize an appeal for support of the separate
campaigns of their churches. Their joint statement in support of this effort remains remarkably
contemporary: A program called One Great Hour was broadcast on the evening of Saturday, March
26, 1949, over major networks and many independent stations. The script was written under the
direction of playwright Robert Sherwood. The cast included some of the foremost dramatic and
musical talents of the time, such as Gregory Peck and Ida Lupino; President Harry Truman brought
greetings. The broadcast closed with a request that listeners attend their local church the following
morning and make a sacrificial contribution. No exact measure of receipts was possible, but it was
estimated that more than 75,000 churches participated. The next year, the offering was repeated,
using the name “One Great Hour of Sharing” for the first time. At times, One Great Hour of Sharing
was coordinated with the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Fund Appeal for Overseas Aid and the Jewish
Passover Appeal. Free time and space were donated to this joint appeal through the Advertising
Council. From the beginning, this has been an ecumenical effort. While each denomination allocates
its gifts differently, all use their funds for ministries of disaster relief, refugee assistance, and
development aid. Today, projects supported by One Great Hour of Sharing are under way in more
than one hundred countries, including the United States and Canada.

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation,
education, and opportunity. The work done in support of the causes supported by One Great Hour
of Sharing (OGHS) — disaster, hunger, poverty, climate change, and immigration/migration and
refugees —serves individuals and communities in need. This work provides people with safety,
sustenance, and hope.

Received during the season of Lent (Feb. 18-April 5), each gift to OGHS helps to improve the lives of
people in these challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share God's love with our
neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way Presbyterians come together every year to
work for a better world. Thank you for supporting One Great Hour of Sharing, an Offering that
responds directly to the call to do justice in Micah 6:8. IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, ITADDSUP TO A
LOT!

<7\
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Please give a warm welcome to our new Director of Communications and Children's Ministries,
Autumn Boettner. Autumn comes to us after serving at Carrollton United Methodist in a similar
manner. Her husband is Noah and they have two young children Luca and Margo. Please
welcome them as they share their Christian journey with all of us.




The second Sunday of each month we

will be having fellowship hour to

celebrate those who are having
birthdays in that month.
Come join us for food, fun
and fellowship!

Fellowship Hour Host
Dale Smith

Ken Kelewae
Chris Craddock

Nancy McEwen

In February the Deacons met the 18th for cards and games. A good time was had by all.
March 18th at 1:00pm is the next date. All are invited for a good time and fellowship.

Cash Crew

March | Heather Vignos

April | Sue McCloskey

May | Betty Fleming

June | Liz Sibert




The Central Presbyterian Church - Raisner Family Memorial Scholarship Fund

Scholarship Application 2026
High School Scholarships available

Attention High School Seniors, who are active members of Central Presbyterian church or the
children or grandchildren of Active Members of Central Presbyterian Church, who are looking
to attend college in the Fall of 2026.

Central Presbyterian church has 2 Scholarships available for High School Senior Students who
have been accepted into college for the fall 2026. Each scholarship has criteria for application.
Please refer to each guideline packet for the criteria for application.

1. Raisner Family scholarship that is overseen by Stark Community Foundation. The
application process is online through the Stark Community Foundation website. Deadline
for application is April 1, 2026, following which a 3-church member selection committee
will review the applications and select a recipient for the scholarship. The amount of the
scholarship is determined by the Stark community Foundation. The recipient will be
notified by Stark Community Foundation by June 30, 2026.

. McAllister Family Scholarship that is overseen by Central Presbyterian Church. The
application can be picked up in the church office after March 1, 2026. The deadline for the
completed application to be returned to the church office is June 1, 2026. The
applications will be reviewed by a 3-person selection committee chosen by the McAllister
Family. This scholarship recipient will be notified by mid July 2026.

If you have any questions regarding the scholarships and the application process please contact
Nancy McEwen
Thank you, The Scholarship Fund Committee.

Stewardship of Attendance

February 1st

February 8th
February 15th N“ANEE
February 22nd WWTTQJV—S

Average Attendance 79




ys

Tom Cliff

Lillian Cosgrove

Don Wesley

Jamie Inks

Ashley Haines

Matthew Johanning
Chad Pfeiffer

Jonathan Benko

Paul Johanning
Katie Becker
Bob Houchins
Don McDonald

Michael Cosgrove

Leigh Conti

Elizabeth Cosgrove

Nancy Haines
Susan McKee
Nate Sidharta
Carrie Rankl
Don Wolfe

Sean Ball

Benjamin Grinstead
Elisa Castile
Evan Rankl

Nate and Lian Sidharta

Nancy and Cory Aguon

Sue and Ken Kelewae
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Cheryl Anderson

Peggy Burau

Charlie & Maureen Cooper
Bev Denholm

Donna Donovan

Debbie Feichter

Karen Houchins

- Home

- Home

- Sanctuary Grande
Amherst Meadows
Home
Whitewood Village

Home

>L

Card Ministry
Betty Flemming




Holy Thursday
Ash Wednesday
Washing Feet
Crucifixion
Last Supper
Good Friday
Palm Sunday
forgiveness
almsgiving
forty days
Rejection
Disciples
Jerusalem
Holy Week
Betrayal
Example
penance
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