“Closer and Closer: An Eastertide Journey”

During the season of Easter, the church celebrates far more than a single day. Easter is a
season—fifty days of wonder, renewal, and discovery as we live into the truth that Christ is risen and that
resurrection changes everything. This year, we will spend Eastertide exploring a simple but profound
conviction: the resurrection of Jesus draws us closer and closer-to God, to one another, and to
the world God loves.

Beginning on Easter Sunday, April 4, we will launch a six-part sermon series titled Closer and Closer.
Each week, we will look at a different story from Scripture that reveals how the risen Christ breaks down
barriers, heals relationships, restores dignity, and invites us into deeper connection. The resurrection is
not only God's victory over death—it is God's invitation into a new way of living.

Part One: Easter Sunday - April 4

We begin with “The Stories Women Tell” from John 20:1-18. The very first witness to the resurrection
was Mary Magdalene—a woman whose testimony the ancient world would have dismissed. Yet Jesus
entrusted her with the most important message in history. Her story reminds us that resurrection lifts up
the lowly, restores dignity, and draws us closer to those whose voices we might otherwise overlook.

A Pause for Parish Worship - April 12

On April 12, we will not hold worship at Central. Instead, we will join our siblings in Christ at Christ
Presbyterian Church in Canton as part of the Stark County Presbyterian Parish. This shared worship
service is a beautiful expression of the unity Christ creates—a reminder that resurrection draws
congregations closer as well.

The Journey Continues - April 19 up to Pentecost

The remaining five sermons in the series will unfold over the following weeks, beginning April 19 and
continuing through the Easter season. Each Sunday will explore a different way the risen Christ brings
people together:

Closer to God through renewed faith and restored hope

Closer to one another through forgiveness, compassion, and shared mission

Closer to our true selves as we discover who we are in the light of resurrection

Closer to the world as we learn to see others with the eyes of Christ

e Closer to the future God is shaping through the Spirit's work among us
Easter is not merely a celebration of something that happened long ago. It is the ongoing story of what
God is doing now—drawing us into deeper relationship, healing what is broken, and calling us to live as
people of hope.

My prayer is that this series will help us listen more carefully, love more generously, and trust more
boldly as we follow the risen Christ. May this Eastertide bring us closer and closer—to God, to one
another, and to the fullness of life Christ promises.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Roger



Summary of the March 2026 Meeting

The regular meeting of Session was held on March 19, 2026, with Pastor Roger Sibert moderating.
Ruling Elders in attendance were Chris Evans, Leslie Picot, Dale Smith, Amy Mast, Ken Kelewae, Sue
Kelewae, Kenn Kanipe, Char Bickel, and Christine Craddock. Guest Autumn Boettner.

Devotions were offered by Elder Amy Mast and Moderator Roger Sibert opened the meeting in Prayer.

General Business

o Approved minutes of the regular Session meeting held on February 19, 2026.
» Motion for the Financial statement ending February 28, 2026, to be filed for audit.

o Approval of use of the Kitchen and dining room for graduation party for Abbie Kanipe on May
30, 2026.

e Mod. Roger Sibert introduced Autumn Boettner to Session. She began working this week,
March 18 and attended the Faith and Nurture meeting.

o PNC Funding - Elder Kenn Kanipe said that money has not been allocated for the PNC for
travel expenses associated with bringing in candidates. Elder Sue Kelewae moved to allow
the PNC discretion to cover travel expenses of potential pastor candidates and these
expenses would be charged to line item, unstaffed personnel.

Report of the Pastor

Pastor's Report for February 2026:
o Led Worship and Preached 3 Sunday services and 1 Ash Wednesday service

o Multiple phone calls and texts ® Attended 4 committee meetings, moderated 2 Session
meetings

e Worked as Door Ministry pastor 1 day

o Led Men’'s group 3 Mondays

o Assisting incoordination of Ted Keener memorial service and luncheon

e Met with Autumn regarding orientation/onboarding

o Putt-Putt fundraiser

o Attended Don McDonald commissioning service at Seville Presbyterian Church.

Introduction of Autumn Boettner - Mod. Roger Sibert formally introduced Autumn as the new Director of
Communications and Youth Ministry. Everyone went around the table and introduced themselves. Mod.
Sibert highlighted the initial efforts for Autumn. Autumn will present a strategy document at the May
session meeting. There was discussion on what committee(s) would oversee communications with
Autumn. It was decided to change the name of the Technology committee to Communication and
Technology, and they would have a line to Autumn as well as a line to the Outreach Committee.

Reports of Ministries and Deacons

o Elder Kanipe noted there was some roof repairs involving replacing missing shingles above
the back door and recalking around the chimney and placing a cap on it.

e The Outreach Committee motion was made and seconded to change the name and fund
definition of the “Share A Gift Fund” to “Advent Season Fund” with the purpose of the funds to
be used for outreach events/programs during the Advent Season. Current Advent Season
programs/events are Winter Wonderland, Candlelight Walk, and Salvation Army Toy Shop.

Summary of the March 2025 Meeting (Continued)
2




o Outreach mention of the upcoming Goodwill Fundraiser the first week of May, new evening
hours for Door Ministry beginning April 6 on Monday from 5:30 to 7:30 and receiving a
donated refrigerator from Abundant Life Christian Fellowship.

o Elder Bickel said they mainly talked with Autumn Boettner about several things with the
children’s programming. Children will be doing a Palm Parade on Palm Sunday

o Deacons will be hosting an Easter brunch beginning at 9:00 am until shortly before the service
at 10:30 am. There will be a signup sheet in the narthex.

e There will be a Stark Parish Community Worship Service on Sunday, April 12, 2026, at 10:30
am at Christ Presbyterian Church. Please plan to attend.

Respectfully Submitted by Nancy McEwen, Clerk of Session.

Greetings from your treasurer!
As we move through the first two months of 2026, our
finances remain steady and close to what was planned in
the budget. Year-to-date receipts through February totaled
Treasurer $46,499, which is slightly below our budgeted amount but
$853 higher than this time last year.
Expenses for the same period were $46,697, coming in
$553 under budget, though $361 higher than last year's
spending at this point. Because of this, we currently show a
small operating deficit of $198. While slightly below our
break-even budget target, this is still $492 better than our
position at the end of February last year.
As we continue through the season of Lent, may this time
of reflection prepare our hearts for the joy and hope of

Easter.
.“. ° °
N )= Financial Snapshot
_‘__“‘ i As of February 28 | 2026 2026 Budget | 2025 Difference
7 ewa,?/;ﬂ/ YTD Receipts | $46,499 $47,250 $45,646 | $853
YTD Disbursements | ($46,697) | ($47,250) ($46,336) | ($361)
* God Can Do Tt we Can welp” | Operating Surplus | ($198) $0.00 ($690) $492
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Doings
Cards and Games
Wednesday April 15th

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
In Bickel Hall




Gaster Flowers

Please remember to take your purchased flowers
home after Easter services. If you haven't yet paid
please stop by the office to do so.

W T W =
Dot i e bl

.b Hope Rebekah Circle

Wednesday, April 8th at 11:00 a.m.

Bring a lunch and come for study and fellowship.

All women are welcome!

Celebrating
2026 High School & College Graduates

If you have a graduating senior child or grandchild
please let the office know.

Door Ministry Need

We have seen a number of homeless
clients who are sleeping in their cars or
various places in Massillon. If you have
gently used sleeping bags or warm
blankets that you aren’t using, would you
consider donating them to the Door
Ministry to help someone stay warm?




COMMUNITY
OUTRERAEL

March Need A Lunch

The March lunch served 81 which included seconds and take

outs. The menu was chicken tenders, cheesy potatoes, green

beans, fruit cocktail and cake and ice

THE LUNCH BUNCH cream. Thanks to Betty Fleming, Rita @ \
s=== Brainerd and Sue McCluskey for @

cooking and all the many volunteers who helped serve, set up and clean up //3' U\

to make this a successful meal for the community. The clothing closetwas

open and has stopped accepting winter clothing but continues to accept T N O < / *ﬁ ,

spring and summer clothes. The clothes closet will not be accepting any iadt

woolen garments. 32 grocery bags were distributed through the

Community Meal Food Pantry give away. Several small quilts from the CPC quilters were also given

out. Thanks to all the volunteers who

/f

helped make this a success.

* P

High School Scholarships available

Attention High School Seniors, who are active members
of Central Presbyterian church or the children or
grandchildren of Active Members of Central

Presbyterian Church, who are looking to attend college
in the Fall of 2026.

McAllister Family Scholarship that is overseen by
Central Presbyterian Church. The application can be picked up in the church office after March 1,
2026. The deadline for the completed application to be returned to the church office is June 2,
2026. The applications will be reviewed by a 3-person selection committee chosen by
the McAllister Family. This scholarship recipient will be notified by late June 2026.

If you have any questions regarding the scholarships and the application process,
please contact Nancy McEwen or Marlene Kanipe.

LOOKING FOR EYEGLASSES

Central's Outreach Committee is accepting donations of your no longer used
eyeglasses, both prescription and readers. Prescription eyeglasses will be
donated to The Lion's Club and readers will be made available to our friends
that visit Central's Door Ministry. Donation boxes are available in the hall across from the office.
Central's Outreach Committee thanks you for your generosity!
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GOODWILL DONATION DRIVE MAY 2ND - MAY 9th

The Outreach committee will be partnering with Goodwill and is sponsoring a
fundraiser for the Door Ministry. We will have a mobile trailer in our parking lot to
collect any items you may longer need including houseware and home furnishings, small appliances,
linens, clothing and miscellaneous items.

This spring while you're cleaning out your closets, basements, and garages - please consider setting
aside these items and bring them to the church during the week of May 2nd -May %th.

A table will be set up in the narthex with a Donation Guide outlining which items we can and cannot
accept, along with the dates and times for donation drop-off. There will also be a sign-up sheet for
volunteers interested in helping during the week of the donation drive to assist with loading the
trailer. If you have any questions, please contact one of the members of the Outreach committee.

Door Ministry Update — Evening Hours
The Outreach committee has decided to extend our Door Ministry hours to include Monday
evenings. Starting Monday, April 6th, we will be open from 5:30 to 7:30.
By offering evening hours, our Door Ministry extends accessibility to our neighbors who are unable to
visit during the daytime due to work or other commitments and opens the door for our congregation
members who are typically unavailable during the day to volunteer for this important ministry to our
community.
There is a sign-up sheet outside the Door Ministry room. SO--If you have thought about this in the
past... NOW is a great time to say YES!!
We have an awesome group of over 20 dedicated volunteers and would love for YOU to join our

team!! Please contact Liz Sibert if you have any questions or would like more information.

Date Time Name 1-Data Entry | Name 2-Filing/distribution Lunch prep /Fill-in for pastor
Thur, April 2 9:30am-11:30am Betty Fleming Mary Sloan /Cornelia Warstler Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor
Mon, April 6 5:30pm-7:30pm Liz Sibert Jim and Pauline Lawrence Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor
Tue, April 7 9:30am -11:30am Stew Fryer Sue McCloskey Ll;‘;;:::?22::;;75?%::3::3%
Thur, April 9 9:30am-11:30am Char Bickel Marcia Indorf Rosie Sikorsky* fill-in for pastor
Mon, April 13 5:30pm-7:30pm Liz Sibert Julie Hamilton/Denise Paris Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor
Tue, April 14 9:30am-11:30am Char Bickel Bob Pribanic I;Ililr;i:f;;i)r;ltl’:‘j;'}fi;;or;a;al-%sl::fl
Thur, April 16 9:30am-11:30am Betty Fleming Mary Sloan /Cornelia Warstler Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor
Mon April 20 5:30pm-7:30pm Betty Fleming Liz Sibert Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor
Lunches April 21-23 * Nancy McEwen
Tue, April 21 9:30am-11:30am Stew Fryer Cindy Shoaf Kayla * Beacon Pharmacy
Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor
Thur, April 23 9:30am-11:30am Nancy McEwen Jane Shem Marcia Short * fill-in for pastor
Mon, April 27 5:30pm-7:30pm Liz Sibert JoAnn Mungo Roger Sibert * fill-in for pastor
. . Lunches April 28-30 *Carol Hauenstein
Tue, April 28 9:30am-11:30am Sue McCloskey Pauline Lawrence Debbie Smith * fill-in for pastor
Thur, April 30 9:30am-11:30am Nancy McEwen Cindy Shoaf Rosie Sikorsky * fill-in for pastor
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NIZ ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
ZF SPECIAL OFFERINGS
HUNGER * DISASTER * DEVELOPMENT

February 18th - April 5th 2026

Typically received during the season of Lent,
each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing supports
efforts to relieve hunger through the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote
development through the Presbyterian
Committee on the Self-Development of People,
and assist in areas of disaster through

- 3 s & T
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. All three | OneGreat Hour of Sharing has been
programs work in different ways to serve - acatalystfor love for over 75 years.

individuals and communities in need. Fromthe | l:;;g;gﬁmakesadifference in the life of

initial disaster response to ongoing community i e,

development, their work fits together to provide Wesie theChirelfogrther.

people with safety, sustenance, and hope.

e 36% Supports the Presbyterian ONE GREAT
g o a HOUR OF SHARING
Hunger Program, which is committed <

to ending hunger globally.

e 32% Supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, which is committed to helping others
repair from disaster during and beyond the initial aftermath globally.

e 32% Supports Self-Development of People, which is committed to helping communities
around the world gain the skills they need to improve their communities.
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& Calling Al Golfers ¥
Save The Date - Sunday August 16"

The Outreach committee is sponsoring the 10t Annual CPC Golf Outing at The Legends Golf
Course in Massillon. We will play an 18-hole scramble with 4 person teams and have reserved tee
times for 40 golfers. We hope to make this year’'s Outing the biggest and best yet so mark your
calendar, gather your friends and family, and join us for an afternoon of fellowship and fun!! Sign-up
info. and more details to follow in the June Communicator.

Goodwill Fundraiser - May 2 through May 9
Drop-off Schedule

Please plan to bring your items to the back parking lot during the times listed below. There
will be volunteers to assist you in unloading your vehicle and loading them in the trailer.

Day Time

Saturday, May 2 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Sunday, May 3 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Monday, May 4 5:00 pm - 6:45 pm
Tuesday, May 5 9:00 am-11:00 am
Wednesday, May 6 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Thursday, May 7 92:00 am - 11:00 am
Friday, May 8 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Saturday, May 9 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

If you don't see a time that works for you, please contact the church office at 330-832-7455 or
cpc@sssnet.com. They will forward your request to one of the Outreach Committee members.
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Nancy Busby

IRTHDAYS ©
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Susanne Davis

Charla Paulus

Lincoln Shaw

Audrey Baker

Darlene Johanning

David Pfeiffer

Debra Shumar

Ruth Ann Bolitho

Peggy Phillips

Amy Grinstead

Charlie Cooper

Julian Davis

Cooper Bonk
Jill Mendenhall
Tracy Wilder

Amber Barlow

Jack Elliott

Becky Anderson

Joy Cosgrove
Cael Ball
Ellen Baker

Peggy Burau

Emma Fleischaker

Mary Wassil
Gregory Baker

Anniversaries

Tom and Margaret Meek ------------—--

Brad and Susanne Davis -------======-=--
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Cheryl Anderson

Peggy Burau

Charlie & Maureen Cooper
Bev Denholm

Donna Donovan

Debbie Feichter

Karen Houchins

Home

Home

Sanctuary Grande
Amherst Meadows
Home

Whitewood Village

Home

Card Ministry
Sue McCloskey

Ron Swartz............. April 5
Rachael Fleischaker............. April 12
Rich Wilder............. April 19
Rosie Sikorsky............. April 26

Liz Sibert............. May 3
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We have a new listening assistance system in the Sanctuary.

Do you have difficulty hearing during the worship service? We have 4 new digital personal listening
receivers for individuals to use during the worship service to better hear the speaker. Each of these
receivers has a single earphone. However, the receiver can be used with double ear buds with a 1/8-
inch plug in or a T coil loop which the church has 2 for use. (Depending on the compatibility of the
hearing aids.)

Operation is simple, place the earphone over the ear, turn on the device with a rotation switch at the
top and turn up until the sound is to your comfort listening level (1-5).

Place the receiver on your belt loop to hold.

Another method of listening through your personal hearing aids is to connect to WaveCAST through
an application on your smart phone. To set up, search for WaveCAST on your application store on
your phone and download.

You must be in the sanctuary to connect to the church Wi-Fi and connect to the WaveCAST
application.

To connect to WaveCAST, Open your phone settings, select Wi-Fi then choose “Soundroom” and
enter the password cpesound then choose “Join”.

Open the application WaveCAST and it will open Central Pres in the application, however the sound
system must be on to do this. We usually have the sound system on by 10:15 am. Once you have
connected to the church WiFi and have the WaveCAST application downloaded onto your phone,
WaveCAST will automatically log into the Central Pres when you open the application on your phone
when you are in the sanctuary in future.
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Easter

marshmallow
jellybeans
celebrate
chocolate
decorate
basket
spring

church

Treats
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