
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Presbyterian Church 
47 Second Street NE, Massillon Ohio 44646 

Founded 1831 - Organized 1851 
Proper 14 

 August 9th, 2026 - 10:30a.m. 

In Ministry Together 
The Congregation of Central Presbyterian Church 

Pastor Megan Benjamin (rev.megan.benjamin@gmail.com) 
Office: 330-832-7455 

Marlene Kanipe, Treasurer Kenn Kanipe, Office Administrator 

Office E-Mail: cpc@sssnet.com Leigh Conti Music Director, Organist 

Website: www.massilloncpc.org John Willis, Custodian 

Autumn Boettner, Director of Communications and Children’s Ministries 

 

mailto:cpc@sssnet.com
http://www.massilloncpc.org/


2 
 

Gathering 
Welcome 
Prelude “Like a River Glorious” Ham  
 * Call to Worship  Presbyterian Outlook 

Leader: Upon Mount Horeb, Elijah heard the voice of God, not in the wind, or 
the earthquake, or the fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. 
People: Holy God, quiet our minds and our hearts, rid us of distraction, 
so we can hear you and know you among us. 

* Gathering Prayer   Presbyterian Outlook 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Open us to your life-giving Word. Quiet 
the voices within us that do not align with your will. Focus our minds on the 
message you intend for us so we may faithfully discern your way.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 370 “This Is My Father’s World” GTG Hymnal 

Children’s Chat 

Prayer of Humility (Unison)   Presbyterian Outlook  
 God our refuge, you hear our cries for mercy. You know our exhaustion, our 

cynicism, our sense of defeat. You lift the lowly and offer hope to the 
hopeless. But we are quick to lose perspective and exaggerate critique. We 
confess the ways we are tempted to give up on the path of righteousness. 
We pray for your forgiveness.  Amen. 

Assuring Forgiveness  Presbyterian Outlook 
 Leader: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine. 
 All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 
* Congregational Response No. 583  GTG Hymnal 
* Sharing Forgiveness and Peace    

Leader: In response to God’s forgiving us, let us forgive and be at peace with one 
another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.             
People: And also with you. 

You are invited to share the forgiveness, love, and peace received from God with 
others around you by saying, “Peace be with you.” 
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Listening 
God attends to our joys and concerns while we share what’s on our hearts and minds 
in the Prayers of the People. We respond by listening to God’s Word in scripture and 

sermon. We continue to praise God in song. 
Attending Prayer  Feasting on the Word 

Holy God, you speak to us in a voice unexpected and come to us in ways we do 
not recognize. Never leaving us to our own devices or defenses, you are the 
ever-present, all-powerful God. Call us out in faith again and again, until we learn 
to walk with you in steadfast love and faithfulness, and in peace. In the name of 
him who comes to us upon the waters, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Silent Prayer 
Prayers of the People   
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Scripture Matthew 14:22-33 (NIV) 
Anthem “Aria” Bozza 
Scripture Genesis 37:12-28 (NIV) 
Message “God is still with us in the Pit” 
 * Hymn No. 250 “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” GTG Hymnal 
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Responding 

 We respond to the love, forgiveness, and guidance we receive in worship by serving God 
and one another through the ministries of the congregation. We offer our resources and our 

lives to God’s work. 

Work of the Church (Announcements) 
Birthday Celebrations: From 1130-12:15 today in Bickel Hall. 
Golf 50/50 Raffle: Tickets will be sold today in Bickel Hall. 
Massillon Funfest: Saturday, August 15 from 10am-2pm in Duncan Plaza. Sign-up 
sheet in the back of the church. There are two shift options 9:30am–12pm & 12pm–
2:30pm. 
Backpack Blessing: August 16th. Bring your backpack to church for a blessing! 
Wonder Kids Club: Begins Wednesday September 2nd. Where curiosity meets faith! 
FREE and open to all children ages 5-12. Would you like to support this ministry? 
Men’s Group BBQ: August 31st, 530pm. Sibert’s house 2340 Eastwood Ave NE. 
Men’s Group: Will resume Monday, Sept. 14th, 7pm.  
Flowers: were given by Nancy McEwen in memory of her mother’s 100th birthday. 
Invitation to the Offering  Presbyterian Outlook 

God’s abundance cannot be matched. Still, we are inspired to be generous by a 
generous God. We are inspired to give by the greatest of givers. In gratitude to 
God, let us present our tithes and offerings. 

Offertory “Prayer” Franck 
* Doxology  
* Prayer of Thanksgiving  Presbyterian Outlook 

Gracious God, the gifts we offer reflect only a portion of all that you have given 
us. Take these offerings, we pray, and multiply them for your use. May our 
offerings be a blessing to those most in need, to those most vulnerable. May our 
offerings, given in a spirit of generosity, abate the desire to hoard, and spread 
the desire to share.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 840 “It Is Well with My Soul” GTG Hymnal 
* Charge and Benediction 
Postlude “Grand Choeur from The Oratorio “Joshua”” Handel 
* Please rise in spirit or stature. 
Worship team: Megan Benjamin, John Willis, Leigh Conti, Tech Team  
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The Week Ahead: 
Monday........................... 1:00pm............................. Quilters 
Tuesday........................... 6:30pm............................. Finance Meeting 

6:30pm............................. Trustees Meeting 
Tues & Thurs.................. 9:30am-11:30am............ Door Ministry 
Thursday........................ 6:30pm............................ Deacons Meeting 

$$ Cash Crew August $$ 

Rosie Sikorsky 

Per Capita 2026 

$40.02 
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“God is still with us in the Pit” 

Genesis 37:12-28 (NIV)  
August 9, 2026 

Sermon Notes 

 

1. God is ______________ in the pit. 

2. The Pit Was Real, But It Wasn’t __________________. 

3. God Was Still Writing Joseph’s _________. 

4. Jesus __________ the Pit. 

 

Questions for Reflection 

• Have you ever found yourself in a “pit” season of life—where 
circumstances did not turn out the way you expected? What did that 
season teach you about God’s presence? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

• “The pit was real, but it wasn’t permanent.” What does that statement 
mean to you? Where do you need to remember that your current 
struggle is not the end of your story? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

• Joseph did not say what happened to him was good, but he trusted that 
God could bring good from it (Genesis 50:20). How is that different from 
saying, “Everything happens for a reason”? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
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