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In Ministry Together 
The Congregation of Central Presbyterian Church 
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Marlene Kanipe, Treasurer Kenn Kanipe, Office Administrator 
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Gathering 
Welcome 
Prelude “The Blessing” Kari Jobe  
 * Call to Worship  Presbyterian Outlook 

Leader: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine 
upon us, that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power 
among all nations. 
People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
Leader: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples 
with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise You. 
Leader: The earth has yielded its increase; God has blessed us. 
People: May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere 
him. 

* Gathering Prayer   Presbyterian Outlook 
“Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice and do what is right, for soon my salvation 
will come and my deliverance be revealed.” Let us pray. God of every time and 
place, may your Spirit move among us so that the words we hear and the words 
we speak will be to your glory, will lead towards justice, and will reveal to us your 
salvation and deliverance. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 611 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” GTG Hymnal 

Backpack Blessing 

Prayer of Humility (Unison)   Presbyterian Outlook  
 Merciful God, your world cries out. The fruits of our disobedience are 

harming your creation. You tasked us to be good stewards of your creation 
and we have fallen short. You challenged us to love God and love our 
neighbor, and we have failed to show that love. You promise to bring all 
people joyfully together in a house of prayer on your holy mountain. We 
find ways to stay apart. Bring us together, O Lord. Empower us with a spirit 
of love for you and love for all our neighbors. Help us live lives of service to 
you so that all your children will know your peace. Forgive us when we fall 
short and continue to transform your world, leading us to your promised 
kingdom. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Assuring Forgiveness  Presbyterian Outlook 

 Leader: Paul writes: “I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For
the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” God has shown us mercy and 
God will be merciful to all. Hear and believe this good news: 

 All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

* Congregational Response No. 583  GTG Hymnal 
* Sharing Forgiveness and Peace    
Leader: In response to God’s forgiving us, let us forgive and be at peace with one 
another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.             
People: And also with you. 

You are invited to share the forgiveness, love, and peace received from God with 
others around you by saying, “Peace be with you.” 

Listening 
God attends to our joys and concerns while we share what’s on our hearts and minds 
in the Prayers of the People. We respond by listening to God’s Word in scripture and 

sermon. We continue to praise God in song. 
Attending Prayer  Feasting on the Word 

Lord Jesus, Son of God, your blessings know no boundaries that faith cannot 
cross. Strengthen us to trust in your mercy, reach out for your healing, and 
receive your reconciliation. Amen. 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Silent Prayer 
Prayers of the People   
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Scripture Matthew 15:21-28 (NRSVUE) 
Anthem “Allegro” CPE Bach 
  Jacquie Oliveri, Flutist 
Scripture Genesis 45:1-15 (NRSVUE) 
Message “Grace Greater Than Grudges” 
 * Hymn No. 754 “Help Us Accept Each Other” GTG Hymnal 
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Responding 

 We respond to the love, forgiveness, and guidance we receive in worship by serving God 
and one another through the ministries of the congregation. We offer our resources and our 

lives to God’s work. 

Work of the Church (Announcements) 
Fellowship Hour: From 1130-12:15 today in Bickel Hall. 
Coffee & Conversations: Starting Sept 6th. Want to learn more about the sermon? 
Bring your coffee, questions and let’s keep the conversation going. Open to all. 
Blood Drive: Results of the July 27th blood drive. 
Golf 50/50 Raffle: Tickets will be sold today in Bickel Hall. 
Massillon Funfest: FunFest report. 
Stark Parish Joint Service: August 30th at John Knox. 5155 Eastlake St. NW. 
Wonder Kids Club: Begins Wednesday September 2nd. Where curiosity meets faith! 
FREE and open to all children ages 5-12. Would you like to support this ministry? 
Men’s Group BBQ: August 31st, 530pm. Sibert’s house 2340 Eastwood Ave NE. 
Men’s Group: Will resume Monday, Sept. 14th, 7pm.  
Flowers: Were given by Don & Sue Wesley in celebration of their 62nd anniversary. 
Invitation to the Offering  Presbyterian Outlook 

God has called his people together from the beginning, equipping each of us 
with talent, blessing each of us with gifts, and being a part of each of our stories. 
As we bring forward our offerings of time and talents, as we give back from what 
we have been given, and as we continue to share our testimony with one 
another, we express our gratitude to God. Let us bring forth our offerings with 
thanksgiving. 

Offertory “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” Bach 
* Doxology  
* Prayer of Thanksgiving  Presbyterian Outlook 

Holy God, you tell us that “offerings will be accepted on your altar, for your 
house shall be called a house of prayer.” Thank you for all that you have given us. 
Continue to guide us as we dedicate these offerings and our lives to you.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 649 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” GTG Hymnal 
* Charge and Benediction 
Postlude “Grand Chorus in D Major” Guilmant 
* Please rise in spirit or stature. 
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Worship team: Megan Benjamin, Rachael Fleischaker, Leigh Conti, Tech Team 

The Week Ahead: 
Monday............................ 1:00pm............................. Quilters 
Tues & Thurs................... 9:30am-11:30am............ Door Ministry 
Wednesday..................... 1:00pm-3:00pm............. Cards & Games 
Thursday.......................... 5:30pm............................ Faith & Nurture 

6:30pm............................ Session Meeting 

$$ Cash Crew August $$ 

Rosie Sikorsky 

Per Capita 2026 

$40.02 
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“Grace Before the Grudge” 
Genesis 45:1-15 (NRSVUE) 

August 16, 2026 

Sermon Notes 

1. Grace moves towards ___________________.

2. Grace sees _________________even in pain.

3. Grace________________ what grudges destroy.

4. Joseph __________________ to Jesus.

Questions for Reflection 

• Have you ever experienced a moment when someone extended you
grace instead of punishment? What impact did that have on you?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

• In Genesis 45, Joseph’s first words to his brothers are not words of
revenge but an invitation: “Come closer to me.” Why do you think this
moment is so powerful? What does it reveal about Joseph’s heart?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

• Think about the tapestry illustration: What “knots” or tangled threads
have you experienced in your own life? Looking back, are there moments
where you can see God was still at work?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

• Who is someone you need to release from a grudge, even if
reconciliation is not immediately possible? ___________________________

• Where in your life do you need to hear God say, “Come closer to me”?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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