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Gathering 
Welcome 
Prelude “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Smith/Hustad 
* Call to Worship Presbyterian Outlook 

Leader: Hear O Israel! I am calling! Are you listening? 
People: We are here and we are ready. 
Leader: Beloved Children, who do you say that I am? 
People: You are our rock and our redeemer. Our trust is in you. Our hearts, 
minds and souls belong to you! 
Leader: I created you, named you and have a calling for your life. 
People: We give thanks with our whole hearts for your steadfast love! 

* Gathering Prayer Presbyterian Outlook 
God of light, your wisdom is right here, speaking truth to us in love. We pray for 
you to open our eyes, our ears and our hearts so we may drink in all that you 
have for us to learn today.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 275 “A Mighty Fortress is our God” GTG Hymnal 

Children’s Chat 
Prayer of Humility (Unison) Presbyterian Outlook 

God of truth, like a moth that gnaws at wool, our brokenness eats away at 
our souls. We allow the cacophony of greed, selfishness, apathy and 
ignorance to drown out your voice as you call us to see the suffering in our 
world and respond to the needs of your children. In our busy lives, we 
convince ourselves that there is no time to help, no space for prayer and no 
need for justice. Forgive us. Remind us that only when we slow down and 
breathe deeply of your Holy Spirit and holy Word can our ears hear your 
voice. Inspire us to greater love for you and for one another.  Amen. 

Assuring Forgiveness Presbyterian Outlook 

Leader: The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Listen to me, my people, and give heed to 
me.” Jesus promised, “I will give you the keys to the kingdom.” We know love 
and forgiveness because God first loved us and has been calling out to us 
forever, “You are my beloved!” May we respond to such abundant grace with 
deep gratitude for God’s unending forgiveness. 
All: God loves me, heals me, strengthens me and calls me by name. 
Through Jesus I am made whole! Thanks be to God! 
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* Congregational Response No. 583  GTG Hymnal 
* Sharing Forgiveness and Peace    
Leader: In response to God’s forgiving us, let us forgive and be at peace with one 
another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.             
People: And also with you. 

You are invited to share the forgiveness, love, and peace received from God with 
others around you by saying, “Peace be with you.” 

Listening 
God attends to our joys and concerns while we share what’s on our hearts and minds 
in the Prayers of the People. We respond by listening to God’s Word in scripture and 

sermon. We continue to praise God in song. 
Attending Prayer  Feasting on the Word 

Ever-present God, who is at the side of every creature in creation, renew our lives 
so that we may discern and do your will, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Silent Prayer 

Prayers of the People   

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Scripture Matthew 16:13–20 (NRSVUE) 

Anthem “Cantabile for Flute and Piano” Ernesto 

  Jacquie Oliveri, Flutist 

Scripture Exodus 1:15-2:10 (NRSVUE) 

Message “The Next Faithful Step” 

 * Hymn No. 839 “Blessed Assurance” GTG Hymnal 
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Responding 

 We respond to the love, forgiveness, and guidance we receive in worship by serving God 
and one another through the ministries of the congregation. We offer our resources and our 

lives to God’s work. 

Work of the Church (Announcements) 
Fellowship Hour: From 1130-12:15 today in Bickel Hall. 

Golf 50/50: Winner: Sarah Sibert Consolation prizes: Ruth Ann Johnson, Bob 
Pribanic, Stew Fryer, and Amy Mast. Rain forced everyone off the course so there was 
not a winner this year. 

Stark Parish Joint Service: August 30th at John Knox. 5155 Eastlake St. NW. 

Wonder Kids Club: Begins Wednesday September 2nd. Where curiosity meets faith! 
FREE and open to all children ages 5-12. Would you like to support this ministry? 

Men’s Group BBQ: August 31st, 530pm. Sibert’s house 2340 Eastwood Ave NE. 

Men’s Group: Will resume Monday, Sept. 14th, 7pm.  

Flowers: were given by Amy & Mike Mast in honor of their anniversary. 

Invitation to the Offering Presbyterian Outlook 

Paul wrote that we are the body with many members, each with a different 
function. Our gifts are myriad, yet our calling is common: to return to 

God that which we have received according to God’s grace. 

Offertory “Air from the 10th Grand Concerto for Strings” Handel 

* Doxology

* Prayer of Thanksgiving Presbyterian Outlook 

God of Abundance, we have received blessings from you and today we hear 
your call to share our time, our talent and our treasure with your beloved 
community. May these gifts bring your light, love and hope to all who need 
them.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 837 “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” GTG Hymnal 

* Charge and Benediction

Postlude “Trumpet Tune in D” Purcell 

* Please rise in spirit or stature.
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Worship team: Rev. Megan Benjamin, Stew Fryer, Leigh Conti, Tech Team 

The Week Ahead: 
Monday........................... 1:00pm............................. Quilters 
Tues & Thurs.................. 9:30am-11:30am............ Door Ministry 

$$ Cash Crew August $$ 

Rosie Sikorsky 

Per Capita 2026 

$40.02 
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“The Next Faithful Step” 

Exodus 1:15-2:8 (NRSVUE)  
August 23, 2026 

Sermon Notes 

 

1. Hope Begins with One Faithful Person Doing the _____________________. 

2. Hope Can Be Born in the ___________of Fear. 

3. Hope Comes from __________________. 

Questions for Reflection 

• What might God be asking you to do as your next faithful step—not the 
whole plan, just the next step? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

• Which woman in this story do you identify with most: Shiphrah, Puah, 
Jochebed, Miriam, or Pharaoh’s daughter? Why? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

• Where might God be bringing hope from an unexpected person, place, 
or circumstance in your life? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

• How can we, as a church community, help one another take the next 
faithful step?  

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
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